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SC LIMITS ED’S POWER TO ARREST PMLA ACCUSED 

  
What is Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)? 
 PMLA- The PrevenƟon of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to 

prevent money laundering and provide for the confiscaƟon of property derived from money laundering. It 
aims to combat money laundering related to illegal acƟviƟes such as drug trafficking, smuggling, and terrorism 
financing. 

What is Money Laundering? 
 PMLA defines money laundering as an act of directly or indirectly aƩempƟng to indulge or knowingly assisƟng 

or knowingly being a party or actually involved in concealing, possessing, acquiring, using, projecƟng as 
untainted property, or claiming as untainted property, in any manner whatsoever, the proceeds of crime. 

 It is defined as the process through which an illegal fund, such as black money, is obtained from illegal acƟviƟes 
and disguised as legal money, eventually portrayed as white money. 
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What are the Salient Features of Prevention of Money Laundering Act? 
 SecƟon 3 (Defines money laundering)- SecƟon 3 of the PMLA defines money laundering as any aƩempt, 

assistance, or involvement in processes connected to the proceeds of crime to project it as untainted property. 
 Offences under PMLA- Offences menƟoned under Part A, B and C of the Schedule of the Act. 

 
 SecƟon 4 (Punishment for Money Laundering)- The offence of money-laundering shall be punishable with 

rigorous imprisonment for a term not be less than three years extending to seven years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 

 Agencies powers under the Act 
 The Enforcement Directorate (ED) in the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, is responsible for 

invesƟgaƟng the offences of money laundering and aƩachment of properƟes. 
 The Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU-IND), under the Department of Revenue, is the central naƟonal 

agency responsible for receiving, processing, analyzing, and disseminaƟng informaƟon relaƟng to suspect 
financial transacƟons. 

 The scheduled offences are separately invesƟgated by the agencies menƟoned under respecƟve acts. For 
exThe local police, CBI, customs departments, SEBI, or any other invesƟgaƟve agency, as the case may be. 

 ObligaƟons under the Act 
 Imposes obligaƟons on banking companies, financial insƟtuƟons, and intermediaries to verify and 

maintain client idenƟty records. 
 These financial firms are required to 

report their financial transacƟons to 
the Financial Intelligence UnitIndia 
(FIU-IND). 

 Seƫng up of Authority 
 PMLA envisages the seƫng up of an 

AdjudicaƟng Authority to exercise 
jurisdicƟon, power and authority 
conferred by it. 

 It also envisages the seƫng up of an 
Appellate Tribunal to hear appeals 
against the order of the AdjudicaƟng 
Authority and the authoriƟes like 
Director FIU-IND. 

 Special Courts under PMLA- One or more courts of sessions are designated as Special Courts to try offences 
under PMLA and other related offences.  
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 The Supreme Court of India ruled on Thursday that the Enforcement Directorate and its officers cannot arrest 
an accused under SecƟon 19 of the PMLA aŌer the Special Court has taken cognizance of the complaint. 

 If the ED wants custody of such an accused, it will have to apply to court for custody. Accused who appeared 
before the court pursuant to the summons are not required to apply for bail, and thus, the twin condiƟons of 
SecƟon 45 of PMLA are not applicable," 

 The court will only grant custody with reasons saƟsfying that custodial interrogaƟon is needed." 

 
Q.  Consider the following statements regarding Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA): 

1.  An FIR is required before starting an investigation under the act. 
2.  Under PMLA, burden of proving innocence is on the accused. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
Notes: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect. : IN case of PMLA, an ECIR (Enforcement Case InformaƟon Report) is registered. It is 

an equivalent of the FIR, is considered an “internal document” and not given to the accused. 
 Statement 2 is correct. In PMLA, this burden has been shiŌed to the accused persons; they will have to prove 

their innocence. Under general law every person is innocent unƟl proven guilty. 
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HEALTH ADVICE TO TAKE WITH NO PINCH OF SALT 
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Q. Why a person suffering from a high blood pressure is advised to take minimum quantity of salt  
 
Idea 
 OsmoƟc pressure is directly proporƟonal to the concentraƟon of the solutes .  
 Our body fluid contains a number of Solutes . 
 On taking large amount of common salt , Na+ and Cl-ions enter into the body filled thereby raising the 

concentraƟon of the solutes.  
 As a result osmoƟc pressure increases which may rupture the blood cells 
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THE USE OF AI IN DRUG DEVELOPMENT 

 
Q.  Consider the following statements about AlphaFold: 

1.  AlphaFold is an AI-based protein structure prediction tool. 
2.  It is based on a computer system called deep neural network. 
Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 
Notes: Explanation: About AlphaFold: 
 AlphaFold is an AI-based protein structure predicƟon tool. It is based on a computer system called deep neural 

network. 
 It uses processes based on ‘training, learning, retraining and relearning’. By using this method, AlphaFold has 

now predicted the structures of the enƟre 214 million unique protein sequences deposited in the Universal 
Protein Resource (UniProt) database. 



 
 

 
53/1, Upper Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi -110060 

www.tathastuics.com                                  9560300770, 9560300554                   enquiry@tathastuics.com 

KERALA SOUNDS WARNING ON WEST NILE VIRUS;  
NEIGHBOURING STATES ON GUARD 

 
 

What is West Nile Fever? 
 About: 

 It is caused by the West Nile virus (WNV), a single-stranded RNA virus that is transmiƩed to humans 
through the bite of an infected mosquito (Mosquitoes of the genus Culex are generally considered the 
principal vectors of WNV) and Birds serve as reservoir hosts. 

 The virus is a member of the Flaviviridae family and the flavivirus genus. 
 The virus is commonly found in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, North America, and West Asia. 
 It was first isolated in a woman in the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937. It was idenƟfied in birds in the 

Nile Delta region in 1953, according to the World Health OrganizaƟon. 
 Transmission: 

 Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds, subsequently transmiƫng the virus to 
humans and animals through bites. 

 The virus may also be transmiƩed through contact with other infected animals, their blood, or other 
Ɵssues. 

 Rare cases of transmission through organ transplant, blood transfusions, and transplacental transmission. 
 No human-to-human transmission of WNV through casual contact has been documented. 
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Q.  With reference to the West Nile Virus, consider the following statements; 
1. The Aedes species of mosquito act as the principal vectors for transmission. 
2. The disease is asymptomatic in 80% of the infected people. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
Notes: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect: Culex species of mosquitoes act as the principal vectors for transmission. 
 Statement 2 is correct: The disease is asymptomaƟc in 80% of the infected people. The rest develop what is 

called the West Nile fever. In these 20% cases, the symptoms include fever, headache, faƟgue, body aches, 
nausea, rash and swollen glands. Severe infecƟon can lead to encephaliƟs, meningiƟs, paralysis and even 
death. 


