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ARCHAEOLOGIST FINDS FIRST EVIDENCE OF ROCK ART IN

FORM OF FOOTPRINTS IN MANGALURU CITY

¢+ Rock Arts are ancient, humanmade markings/ paintings/ sculptures made on natural stone.

¢+ Rock art consists of paintings, drawings, engravings, stencils, prints, bas-relief carvings and figures in
rock shelters and caves, on boulders and platforms.

¢+ Kordabbu, also known as Daivaraja Babbu Swami, became a legend in Tulu Nadu, admired and
revered by all. His story was passed down from generation to generation, reminding the people of
the power of forgiveness and the importance of recognizing the worth of all beings, no matter how
small or insignificant they may seem

¢ During the kola dance, one artist assumes the persona of Kordabbu, wearing male attire, while the
other portrays Thannimaaniga in female attire. The artist portraying Kordabbu symbolically taps his
head with a sword. Kordabbu and Thannimaaniga are revered as sibling spirits during the ceremony.

Archaeologist finds first evidence of rock
art in form of footprints in Mangaluru city

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

The first evidence of rock
art in Mangaluru city has
been found near Boloor

Panne Koteda Babb e

mﬁhrine‘, accqrding to T.
Murugeshi, retired Asso-
ciate Professor, Ancient
History and Archaeology,
MSRS College, Shirva.

Mr. Murugeshi said the
rock art is in the form of a
pair of human footprints,
found on a natural stone
boulder near the shrine.
These footprints might
have been created in the
first or second century
A.D.

“This will make us reth-
ink about the origin of Bab-
bu Swamy, a revered le-

TR
Mangaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gend of the region,” he
said.

This discovery, Mr. Mu-
rugeshi said, is part of the
work of recreating history
of Babbu Swamy, taken up
in association with Minchi-

Rock artin the form of a pair of human footprints was found in

( \_f(u)

nabavi Kordabbu Trust, Pa-
dubidri, Udupi district.
“This discovery gives a
clue to search for similar
art forms near other
shrines of Babbu Swamy,”
he told The Hindu.

Rock art, he said, is re-
ferred to paintings and
rock paintings, which were
unquestionable cognitive
evidences of illiterate so-
cieties.

He discovered a rock
site in Buddhanajeddu in
Udupi district in 2009,
which, he said, was an im-
portant rock art site of
coastal Karnataka. In this
site, he Tound more than
20 footprints on laterite
surface, and it belonged to
the first or second century
A.D. There was evidence of
pottery and stone tools of
neolithic period at the
Buddhanajeddu site.

The rock art form disco-
vered near Babbu Swamy
shrine in Boloor does not
have any relative evidence.
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About Bhoota Kola:

Bhoota Kola is an annual ritual performance where local spirits
or deities are worshipped.

Itis believed that a person performing the ritual has temporarily
become a god himself.

This performer is both feared and respected in the community
and is believed to give answers to people’s problems, on behalf
of the god.

There are several ‘Bhootas’ who are worshipped in the Tulu-
speaking belt of Dakshina Kannada, Uttara Kannada and Udupi
districts.

Itis usually performed in small local communities and rural areas.
As per Tulu Adivasi tradition, Bhoota Kola or Daiva Kola is a “non-
Vedic” ritual where Bhootas or Daivas (guardians and ancestors)
are worshipped.

Idols representing ‘bhoothas’ are taken outin a procession to the
beating of drums and bursting of firecrackers, -
It is widely believed these spirits protect the village from unfortunate incidents.

A trained person performs this ritual.

The dancing and pooja ritual is accompanied by drums and music.

The performer carrying a sword and jingling bells imitates the ‘devil’.

The divine medium start their traditional performances as the local folklore called ‘paddanas’ are
recited.

Tribe: The traditional right to perform the kola belong to the Nalike and Parava tribes of the region.
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STAY INVESTED FOREST FIRES
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«* Chabahar Port- Chabahar is a deep water port, located on the Makran Coast of Iran’s

SistanBaluchistan province. It is next to the Gulf of Oman and at the mouth of the Strait of Hormuz.
¢ It is the only Iranian port with direct access to the Indian Ocean and consists of two separate ports
named Shahid Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti.

Stay invested

India should not tailor its ties with Iran
to U.S. foreign policy changes

y signing a 10-year agreement with Iran
B to develop and operate the Chabahar
port, India has taken its infrastructure
and trade partnership with the Islamic Republic
to the next level despite tensions in West Asia. In-
dia will invest $120 million and offer a credit facil-
ity of $250 million to further develop the termi-
nal it operates in Chabahar’s Shahid Beheshti
port and related projects. However, after the deal
was signed, the U.S. State Department said enti-
ties considering business deals with Iran “need to
be aware that they are opening themselves up to
and the potential risk of sanctions”. In the past,
American sanctions on Iran had delayed the pro-
ject. Conceived in 2003, the project did not take
off for years after the U.S. and the UN imposed
sanctions on Tehran over its nuclear programme.
India signed a memorandum of understanding in
2015 after Washington eased sanctions on Iran
following that year’s nuclear agreement, and in
2016, the contract was executed during Prime Mi-
1stef Narendra Modi’s Iran visit. The U.S.’s un-
ilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal in 2018
and reimposition of sanctions on Iran faised
questions on India’s continued cooperation with
Tehran. But India managed to win a carve-out
from U.S. sanctions that allowed it to operate the
port through ad hoc measures.
he Chabahar port is critical for India’s con-

n%til_x%gr_&lagg@%sg it offers an alternative route
to Afghanistan and Central Asia by bypassing Pa-
kistan, allowing better trade with Central Asia.

nd, Chabahar is expected to be connected to
the International North-South Transport Corri-
dor (NSTC), bringing India closer to Europe
through Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia. An alterna
tive to the Suez route, a fully operational NSTC
would reduce the fime and money spent on inter-

confinental trade. The port, roughly 200 k 2

from PaKistan’s Gwadar, where China is develop-
ing a port as part of its BRI, would also help India
expand its geopolitical influence in Central Asia.
Butthe U.S. seems to have taken a narrow view of
the project over its hostility with Iran. America’s
interests in the region have also changed. In 2018,
when U.S. forces were backing the Islamic Repu-
blic government in Afghanistan, it gave a sanc-
tions waiver to India as Kabul also stood to bene-
fit from the port project. Today, U.S. troops are
out of Afghanistan, the Taliban has replaced the
Islamic Republic, and the U.S’s focus is on con-
taining Iran. India, in the past, had taken U-turns
in its [ran engagement depending on the policy
changes in Washington DC. It should not do that
any more. It should stay invested in Chabahar
and seek to Tmprove its trade and_connectivity
projects with Central Asia, which is essential for

India’s continued rise.
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Q. What is the importance of developing Chabahar Port by India? (2017)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

India’s trade with African countries will enormously increase.

India’s relations with oil-producing Arab countries will be strengthened.

India will not depend on Pakistan for access to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

Pakistan will facilitate and protect the installation of a gas pipeline between Iraq and India.

Q. Consider the following statements with respect to Chabahar Port:

1. Itis the only port of Iran with the direct access to ocean.

2. The port is strategically important for India as it will help to boost ties with the Central Asian
Countries.

3. ltis located in the Gulf of Aden.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?:

(a) 1and3only

(b) 1and2only

(c) 2and3only

(d) 1,2and3

Answer: B

Notes:

/7
0‘0

Statement 1: Iran has around 26 ports but Chabahar portis the only port which has direct access with
the Ocean.

Statement 2: The development of Chabahar port will help India strategically to boost its ties with the
Central Asian countries by providing trade route and bypassing the route from Pakistan.

Statement 3: The statement is incorrect. It is located in Gulf of Oman.
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FOREST FIRES

Bambi Bucket Operation:

®

+» The Bambi Bucket, also called a helicopter bucket or a heli bucket, is a specialised container that is
suspended by cable under a chopper, and which can be filled by lowering into a river or pond before
being flown above a fire and discharged aerially by opening a valve at the bottom of the bucket.

+» The Bambi Bucket is especially helpful in fighting wildfires that are difficult or impossible to reach
from the ground. Around the world, helicopters are frequently commissioned to fight forest fires.

GROUND ZERO

Aforestfire in Nainital district in Uttarakhand on May 6, 2024, Since November 2023, when forest fires began to rage, there have baen 1,038 incidents in the State. SHASH) SHEKHAR KASHYAR
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¢ Also called bush or vegetation fire or wildfire, it can be described as any uncontrolled and non-
prescribed combustion or burning of plants in a natural setting such as a forest, grassland, brushland
or tundra, which consumes the natural fuels and spreads based on environmental conditions (e.g.,
wind, topography).

+» A wildfire requires three essential elements to sustain combustion like Fuel, Oxygen, and a Heat
source.

How does fire impact forests and wildlife?

Wildfires are inevitable, but not all fire is harmful to forests. It also helps reduce the risk of large-scale high-severity fires i
Low-intensity fires can naturally “clean” and thin the forest  that burn through the forest—from the floor to the
by removing flammable and thick vegetation on the forest  canopy—with intense heat. High-severity fires across large
floor. The result is improved habitat for wildlife, heaithier landscapes can be devastating for wildlife, habitat and
soil and new growth of native plants. surrounding communities.

High-Severity Fire Low-Intensity Fire
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Q. Consider the following statements with reference to Bambi Bucket:
1. Itis a specialised aerial firefighting tool.
2. It discharges a solid column of water and useful in extinguishing forest fires.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2only
(c) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor2
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