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THE SPECTRE OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT, ONCE AGAIN

The spectre of nuclear conflict, once again

fier every majsr war of condinl,

rpeesthies tend 1o he rabied 251

whether the nilng eliees a1 & Hime

had failed 0 see the writing om the wall
imat, Bemace, did mot peepare for the possibilicy of
o majer curndet, or faoe up o the threa thar by
abead. Today, as some neions engage in
sahre-rattlieg and hobd ol dwe threat not menely
of war but ako of using the “ulimate weapos!', it
15 irrpentam o raise this qoestion ver agan. The
truth is, perbeps, hiddes hefween yers ol
rlietoric that promineni beaders or their
spokesmen nidulge in from dme o Gme. Theee &,
e, B S nations o s and ke note 25
alsn disoussand discern hidilen sremings behingd
e voliey of rhedoric being seen

Witat the Renders of Framoe snd Russls say
Mlarry lessciers, o beast in the Wesr, horee abien due
mirie of French Presiden: Emmanuel Macron's

xd “apocalypic viskon' aml what the fuure,
fence, looks ke, There is abo moe thas 5 Bm
I Me Macron’™s remsrks of the danger of nuckear
‘annifilation’, and unkke many previous
mnpeurings of the French Presdent, many
Funspeans this me zre siriog-up asd mking
martice, atesia’s eo callerd ‘misadvermure’ spems o
b the starting point of the French Presidont's
toomeday” soenarks, since be heliees that the
Ukraiem war has changed Puseess and that the
Fasisian Presabent Visdmr Putin ‘maclear
threats' should not be kgnered. As- these remarks
emgnae from one of Eumpe's most prominent
besiirs, Thee rredn gl b oom the brpact hat this
wntil kave om Busogean security,

The French President i5 not ishittied on dhis
ocrashon o s wse of the term ‘French Nucles
Deterrent wildcl B cutgowm s previous e
d frapyy’ metaphor, Teday, Framce i5in
prrsesson of what winikd be among the [argest
tickear arsenals n the world, snd hence, e
French Preshdent’s uneranced rery ool erabis
weight. Sgaimst thes backdrop and evidence of
increasig Rossin helligerence in the Ukmine
Theate, 4 possible 150 of nocdear weapons in
Wikraiee b no bonger in the reals of By
dies give rise o the spactre of a potential nuchear
enchange: The French President is and fohe
planming o pat forwand his case i the nuclesr
et al a mevting of the European Poltical
Comeumity o be hekd in iy this pear

1t &= ot for the Frst thime smoe the Coban
Misaile Crisks bn 1962 that the spectre of & macles
confict i coming o haun the gobe, The
abenor of leaders ol conssqpence across the
worlil, essentially those wiat bave sgmificam
Infhsence on workd affirs, bs ageravaning the
situathon, making & more frightening. &d b ls,
muind prarts of The wirlil e going theough
entreme eronomic nurbukmce, lesding n
widespeead problems. The medear fse, which
exriier teedend oo be long appears of e 1o have

— i
MLE, Marayanan

i s e Dl Te
bbb e Flussa,
a e Hasoral
Seranty Boveer, ang
@ Krrned Davermor

o Wyesd Bawpal

The absence of
besaders of
COMARICTICE,
cascrnially
thirse who line
sigmilicar
Influenoe on
wrkl affsirs. is
aggring

ehe situation

ghmunk. With a new armay of weapons sealabilz o
many mickear weapon powes, this speils irouble
Thie abeence of reguke exchangss aninsg mcher
wedpan powers, niewichstanding the severa
protecods that ane in place, is farther cause for
concen. Erstatile meclesr guanniess, ties,
appean to he raying at the edges

AEgmavatin g this sitmation further are covtan
rermarks airined oo Mr. Futin during the anmal
Victory Day Parude m esoow om Eey 9 this vear
In his adddress, tBe Russian Presidem obsenand
that "his nuclear forves weee abways om aker and
et Moscoon woukd naot bokerate any Wiestem
threats’ He aso adkded tha) “while Hivsda woiikd
|J-|||-.v1:.'||r|1.g||||m-.vrl a glohal clash, a1 the
same tame we will not allow myone o thoeatn
148 . fner siralegc forces and sy on alert’,

Well prior po s, in Mevessher EI, Hirsta
T Frvokomd s patifcanion of o ma
mrmw___ng_mn.Ml. 7., e Lonprokensh

et B Treary (CTSTY which s imendad 1o
preven all forns of Bckedr exphosions, e i
cindlim o milieary puopoias. The chin suade by
Bussia, chest pevoldey the b was inbended 5o
halance the noclear playing feld with the Usdied
Genies, (which hod never satified i), s spackaum ot
et

The imrrmational commmity's response (o
s, not urewpectedly, has been extremedy
Tmstile, wdth simveral coumntries expressing
o that this step reversed the shift mands
prraier confkdence in the muclear amns regime
Meamtime acroes the world, countries such as
China are gedng abead with enlunceg their
muchear priofle. China b very ety
ompleted =3 trials for ity arcmak superarmer
finted with ebeciromagnetic cacaprits for
Launching akcralfl. it bowell o i wi Lo
et Ilul:tn', a hmpth arcrakl GeTier,

The discusshom st Bosver
Evem as Euroge s parts of the workd seem o he
haumied by the spectne of & posshle nuckear
amageddon, toiEly eneomneced with this was
o academic discussion on nuclesr matiers & the
Hoower imstimnn. Senfird Unkersgy, LS.,
which was amended by debegates fromithe 113
I (this writer was 2 delegate). The
hismssins cermered arourd the LS Inde ohil
uclear Dl (005-0F) sl e it Bed broughi
giont x fondainemal change in attitide, not by
o muchear matvers but aba on the emtire gamm
il pelations betwesy the U5 and India. Wha the
s soermed 10 bmphi was than thaee ane
iy e thisgs: reaibide m heaeen than we
e aweane o, There were no references inthe
mérsng o the nuckaar standoff in Europe, bt
e esiagm Emanating from the decusions
wermed b anply that the methodolegy eaployed
iuring the nnclear deal negotiations had
rebevance 10 Tary current dspetes

When Inds and dhe LS, undemoak se

negatiate 3 nuckar deal, they siod & opposiie
poodsd The muckaar nrder. ledla Boad mor shgmed

i b the Nuckear Prolieation Teeaty (5PT1 &
foemilational BTy poveming [T

rudes 1t had also refised oo sign the
Cirmprehensive Test Ban Treaty [CTHTL India
hal carrhed e free nuclear tesis in 19599, eading
I e i tion of samctions on India's nuckear

FICETAMISE

Consequent my ihe 1LS -Inde meciear deal,
miet ol the roadblocks that preveried India from
joiming the ghobal noclear regime were lifed. In
the process, both sides made sgnificam
ncessions. Ml ageend o wporate s nocles
programese inos civiltan mnd mistary nochesr
programmes, in retarn for Enking permanem
safepuands for permanen fuel supplies. Inda
e s dudbere 1o certain of e expor comirn]
regubitions. acoepied & voluniary maoratorum
un nuciear iesting. The LS, i sarn, amended i
drmmestic lows, s the U5, Congress made
prezible the pasege of egisbire provaion
through ot mess of the Hyde Aot and the T3
Agmevmenis. The U S also sook the lead in
st it T ST TR S
fiv e nuckear TR n T8 and
frudia thereafter conmdirated their efforts to
oheaim an India Speafic Safeguards Agroemoent
frodm the Imiermarsonal Atamic B
VERL Thes garee Budia a sane smitsr w0 thae ol a

mkdear weapim st wnder the ¥om Proliestion
Treaty.

The ey to improving tes
The me=sagre foom the Ssomssins 3 the Homerr
Instivation seemed] to be thee the deal had even
e sign o than betng merely an
rangement sl revaing Inda’s mader dans,
Cheer the vears since the deal was hmakisad in
X0, finadia 4! 5. relasion: had attained new
heighis

Froem e hoobogry distlal, Indin had becume
major technnlogy partner of the 115, Maoy of the
menial cobrvebs that prevansly exisoed had been
removid and Indls and the U5 had schleved 3
e platensn a8 (ar o ecomemic 1kl defence
relations were concermed. India bad ako beoime
i esntial partner of due LS, on many regional
anil ghobal isues

The discussdom snambiguesl seemal fo
peinforce the view tat overoming the
pevchelogical divide was critical o mproving
relations amd relationsiuips hepween coumnres.
Ereachisg the impregresle wall of dshelicl.
beasditgd 10 A sphaerpient inersfoemation woukd
inevitahly have 2 Beneficial impect, From Inds's
standpoton, guen that the India-US. nudear deal
orginated fom tndla's desine in obeain high
praike sranmah from clgsde 6 Somplestenl B4
s gy reqairemenis, the deal confemes that
muchear energy coukd be a major resource for
peacefl purposes
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Cubos Masgile CRLsls 1962
CQMFTWU?—' Test Bown ‘{Ma‘ﬁj ccrep
P

Nuelesr Supp licrs gﬁm—wf:i HSC)
Drebevurabiovial . Atomec Energy . C1aen)

Cuban Revolution:
¢ In 1959, Fidel Castro and a group of revolutionaries seized power in Havana (city capital of Cuba).
They overthrew the US-backed government of Fulgencio Batista.
¢ After the Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro’s government began nationalizing American-owned
properties, imposed economic penalties on trade with the US and increased its trade with the Soviet
Union.

Cuban Missile Crisis:

+» Aftermath of events following Cuban revolution, the United States severed diplomatic ties with Cuba
and began pursuing covert operations to overthrow the Fidel Castro regime in 1961.

¢+ This followed an attempt by the US agencies to topple Cuban Government, known as the Bay of Pigs
invasion.

** Inresponse, Cuba allowed the Soviet Union to secretly install nuclear missiles on the island.

+¢ This brought the US and Soviet Union on the brink of Nuclear war. In the end, Soviet Union agreed to
withdraw the missiles in exchange for a pledge from the US not to invade Cuba and to remove the US

nuclear missiles from Turkey.

+»+ After Cuban Missile Crisis, the US instituted a ban on nearly all its exports to Cuba, which US President
John F. Kennedy expanded into a full economic embargo that included stringent travel restrictions.

+* These economic sanctions continue till today.

¢+ US President Barack Obama took several steps to normalize bilateral relations, including restoring
diplomatic ties and expanding travel and trade.

% However, the Trump administration reversed aspects of the past agreements by reimposing

restrictions on tourism and other commerce.

About Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT):

+» The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty prohibits “any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other
nuclear explosion” anywhere in the world.
The treaty was opened for signature in September 1996.

K/
0’0

O/
0‘0

The treaty cannot formally enter into force until it is ratified by 44 specific nations, eight of which
have yet to do so: India, China, Pakistan, North Korea, Israel, Iran, Egypt, and the United States.(Now
Russia has also revoked it in nov 2023)
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+* The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as the Non-Proliferation

Treaty or NPT, is an international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons
and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to
further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament.
Between 1965 and 1968, the treaty was negotiated by the Eighteen Nation Committee on
Disarmament, a United Nations-sponsored organization based in Geneva, Switzerland

@ But, the treaty entered into force in 1970.

More countries are parties to the NPT than any other arms limitation and disarmament agreement,
a testament to the treaty’s significance

Four UN member states have never accepted the NPT, three of which possess or are thought to
possess nuclear weapons: India, Israel, and Pakistan. In addition, South Sudan, founded in 2011, has
not joined.

NPTNuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) -

Itis a group of nuclear supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the
export of materials, equipment, and technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons.
NSG consists of 48 members which include the five nuclear weapon states US, UK, France, China, and
Russia. It is not a formal organization, and its guidelines are not binding.

Decisions, including on membership, are made by consensus.

India is not a part of the group.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):

0’0

Itis widely known as the world's "Atoms for Peace and Development" organization within the United

Nations family.

Mandate: It is the world's central intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical co-operation

in the nuclear field. It works for the safe, secure and peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology.

History: Though established as an autonomous organisation, independently of the United Nations

through its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United Nations

General Assembly and Security Council.

Headquarters: Vienna, Austria.

Functions:

« The Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe,
secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.

+ |t applies nuclear safeguards — consisting of monitoring, inspection, information analysis, and
other activities — to verify that nuclear activities remain peaceful and detect and deter their
diversion, including to weapons-related purposes.

@« |n particular, the IAEA implements comprehensive safeguards agreements mandated by the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which serve as a first line of defense against nuclear
weapons proliferation.

@ |AEA assists its Member States and promotes the exchange of scientific and technical information
between them.
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+ |AEA enhances national, regional, and international capacities to respond to nuclear and
radiological incidents, which is essential to minimizing their impact.

Q.1 What is/are the consequence/consequences of a country becoming the member of the ‘Nuclear
Suppliers Group’?
1 It will have access to the latest and most efficient nuclear technologies.
2 It automatically becomes a member of “The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT)”.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a) 1 only

Nuclear Suppliers Group(NSG)
+* The Nuclear Suppliers Group(NSG) is a multilateral export control regime and a group of nuclear
supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the export of materials,
equipment, and technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons.

+» The getting of NSG membership means access to technology for a range of uses from medicine to
building nuclear power plants for India from the NSG which is essentially a traders’ cartel.

+ India has its own indigenously developed technology but to get its hands on state of the art

technology that countries within the NSG possess, it has to become part of the group.

NPT
¢+ The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as the Non-Proliferation
Treaty or NPT, is an international treaty having three objectives of non-proliferation, disarmament
and peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

X3

¢

It was opened for signature in 1968, the treaty entered into force in 1970.

X3

S

The treaty institutionalized the non-proliferation norm by de-legitimizing ‘proliferation’ (production
and transfer) of nuclear weapons, fissile materials, and related technology by the non-nuclearweapon
states (NNWS) while the recognized five nuclear-weapon states (NWS) — namely the US, Russia, the
UK, France, and China, can continue to possess nuclear weapons.

India always considered the NPT as discriminatory and had refused to sign it.

X3

S

X3

S

India has opposed the international treaties aimed at non-proliferation since they were selectively
applicable to the non-nuclear powers and legitimized the monopoly of the five nuclear weapons
powers.
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Q.2 Consider the following statements related to IAEA.
1. Itis aninternational organization that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to
inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons.
2. ltreports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) Only1

(b) Only2

(c) Both1land2
(d) None

Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2
Explanation:
+» The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that seeks to promote
the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear
weapons. The IAEA was established as an autonomous organization on 29 July 1957. Though
established independently of the United Nations through its own international treaty, the IAEA
Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

Q.3 With reference to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) consider the following
statements:
1. The CTBT allows for low-level nuclear explosions or experiments that produce nuclear yield among
the five nuclear weapons states.

2. As per the treaty, any country that violates the CTBT will be subject to economic sanctions.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only1

(b) Only2

(c) Both1and2

(d) None

Answer: D

Notes:

Explanation —

+»+ Statements 1, 2 and 3 are incorrect. The CTBT prohibits all nuclear test explosions, regardless of their

yield. As of September 2023, out of 44 Annex |l states five of the Annex Il states have signed but not
ratified the CTBT, including China, Egypt, Iran, Israel, and the United States. Violating the CTBT has
political repercussions, but the treaty doesn’t outline specific economic sanctions, i.e., violation will
lead to economic sanctions has not been outlined in any of the articles of the treaty.
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A DOOR TO A HOUSING SCHEME, TRIBALS FIND HARD TO OPEN

A door to a housing scheme, tribals find hard to open

Cotadoprpd-

radia & home ko sumkerous fdivasi oeps,

with 73 ideniified a5 Famculary Vuinerabie

Tribal Grosps (FVT0s} across Stales
fooonking inoffiial dats, they comiprise seoumd
14.&Fakh househobls. These trites neside in
scattened, remoie, snd often inaooessible aness,
characiesised by their relince om methods and
ool for thesr veliood thai predace the adveni
of agriculvare. low litercy raies; sconomic
backwandness, mnd sagnant populations.

Recogning ther hackwandness. e
Governmesi of India amiounced the Pradhan
Mantri PTG Devefnpment Mission in 202% M
impoose the sock-econamic conditions of
VT o fire with thes izitetive, the Pradlun
Mareri Janjan sdivsi Nvaxa Maha Abiiye
uﬂéltﬂhlk'{lt.as;mdu]m\mmm iR

e o 24,000 crose,

11::- PR VAN sl o preowiie essential
servior: 0 FVTGS, which incudes safe bousing,
chean driniing waler, ansd sanitation terough B
rritical imerverrons. The PVTGS and Somline
officiaks face chalienges in 1sing a mobie
application o regisier kor the Hlousing scheme’,
the biggest Divect Beneft Transfer {DBT) scheme
i e P BANMEAN which aims o reach 4,50 lakh
PTG ousehiodds by 2125, lis oljectiv m
ereime thai every PTG Bousetiold bes acoess in
secure @ habiaible howsng, seeguanding thers
froen emrerenmiental challenges and providing
them with & sense of seoenty, Romsehaids mnder
the scheme ase entided 1o seceive T239 lakh each
2 dree nsaimenic

The fallown of data misssatch
[rta collection fregisiration) in [HTS isa key
[actor that dotmes the debivery of eatitlments o
citizers. This & evident in instares aph w the
wikespread wrongfl deletions of Mahaima
Gandhi Macional Roral Emplosmoem Guararmies
At (MGNREGA) workers and the suspession of
Pradhan Slamiri Klsan Snuman M (7 KBAN)
entitlenens, ofen doe to mEmakches bwem
the detzils emirnad during pegisiration and
Aadhaar records

We reconded the regismation proces and
imterviewed cormunity members and frontdine

Chakrudber
Emildha

is afilater m
ETehindia’, a
covre based
Collabaration
Regasth and

Destranation LR

)
Rabwal Mubkers

14 s o
LiaTethindia’, a
o baed
b TR
Qeoasch and

Demeranaton LA

I set right. (e
(TR RATERY
wil be vt
aniher
POy [
transform the
fives ol India's
Paricolarhy
Vbt
Trihal Groups

officials imvolved in implemeating e scheme in
Andira Pradest, [hoekhod, and Odisha. The
findings shoar thae ' JANVAN Hoessing
emoounters inchusiely and accessiiity
chakenges fier PTG and frontine oficiake

Aiprp use and confusion
The Government of Indla has provided an
A mobe app o lod anchaya-levl
officials boregister VTG households for the 7
JANMAN Housing scheme. The app gathers
Peneficiaries daia in thoee primary areas - i
reconds the goographical bcation of households.
anting their block, panichana, and village; i
captues homsebald profiics, corporating
gen-tagsing for planned constrction bocations,
antdl then collects Bank accous detalls For cash
e

Having & jobeand i mandaory for PWANMAN
e sing regisiration. Hirwever, the widespread
debetion of over efght crore MGNREGA markersin
the past tu years - some are from PYT0s - bas
led to their ineiniiny o regster for the scheme
Aditimlly, remesm benedciaries ave
reparted cases of somenme eise regsering with
tineir jobeands, furthes exacerbaring the e

A roable espect of the mobile app provided
o pegistration is the pre-poprotaied i of
villages. However, we foumd discrepancies in the
muner of wlbages populned in the appand
WGNEEGA jobcards, leading 1o amfision ammg
beneficiaries and officiak. For mstance. e app’s
dropdows Bas 27 vilges while the MGNREGA
Vanagemers [nformmation Syssem (IS has 31
willages For "Vatjaei” Pancasat in Adluri
Sitharama Kaju {ASE) dstrict in Andhra Pradesh,

The app requires the sames of the [anily
members 25 in Aadbaar but dees nat provide
gaidance of wihat mame shooid be peovided in
the arende of Aadhaar. Moreover, the app does
Bk cxplure any explicl isformation abost
PTG, inchuscieng i 1he social category field
which s defaniit ST° [Schaduiead Tribe)
eption, This sl in nom VTGS regisations &
well These ineligible regiszations have prompied
local aficials asking VTGS 1o submit cershication
from srponches i i some aress. In

villages where PVTGS and nomPVTGS coesist, we
harve corme across instances of nonPVTG
srponchen ok ki acting azndg the mmeress
of P¥Ts in providing cerdhcation. We also
dascoveread thar the gec-agzing option i causing
chas due i network s,

Theapp prompes the emumersor i chose
froms tree oposs - adwe Bank;
Commercial Bank, or nk. o=

selection, 2 dropdown T ol femiks.
cormesponding o the dhosen Caesory appears.
For examiple, seleciing ‘Commeercal Rk’
presasts over 300 optiers. Addidonaly, upon
chocsing & specihic opune, sech as 'Sae Rk of
India’, for pegistration in Andbra Pradiesh, the
dropdown starws over SO0 options o s
branches. Ths umibersee process immoduces
Lmnecessry anmpiesdty for both VTGS and
ofhicale

Leaving out & key buank
Despite the Govemenent of Indka's iitiatie o
establihm Inadi Post Payments Bank (IMPE) o
improve bankang services, especlally n areas Witk
limited bamking infrasoruciure, e .]gl:_l oz mot
inclde the [PFH in Se 3st of hanks. This
(ETTE2001 15 (U, S e Lon
Guverteneni bas repeatedly emplasised the ok
of IPPE in Rcitning heancal inchsion
Smeamiining the regisration peocess, updstng
the mobile app; and incorperating the IPFE = an
option are essential seps o aciitne & geaer
particpatos of PVTGS in the scheme. Proactive
mezstres o rensae debeted jobcands and ako
CORIERILITEY efgagesthent minatives sech as
Iowpiving grame sebii, an impeove the
effectveness of e schene. Sﬁl
Dlesspite namesous itiatives aimed 2t
addressing thetr vilnerabilities, e narmatve of
VT in independent Indin persisenily echoes
e words of Audvas rights activist BB Sharma,
who deseribed the phighn of Adivess s an
“imbeoken histery of broken promises”, [ s
righ, the PV JANMAN presenis vet another
oppstuTERy 3 manskern the Bves of FVTGs,
albeit a stval] step, i emahling them 1o access e
hemetis from buda's growi sionc

Cote el i

e —_—

Pormbe To tote - Lhtﬂqmﬂ?ﬂfﬂiﬁ

covleg )

PvTGe

Pm- avmlmu

bevie [ite

c,hal.‘lnﬁaw

G lukeu
MMEMM
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Who are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)?

Specifications | Details

Who are they | PVTGs are the more vulnerable groups among tribal communities

In 1973, the Dhebar Commission created Primitive Tribal Groups
o {PTGs) as a separate category, which are less developed among the
Origin .
tribal groups.

In 2006, the Government of India renamed the PTGs as PVTGs,

v 1)Pre-agricultural level of technology
Criteria for .
2)Low level of literacy

Identifying ] ]

3)Economic backwardness
PVTGs

4)A declining or stagnant population.

1) Currently, there are 75 PVTGs in India. Of these, the highest
PVTGs in number of PVTGs are found in Odisha (13}, followed by Andhra
India Pradesh (12).

2) The largest PVTG is Odisha’s Saura community.

What is the PM JANMAN Scheme?

Specifications Details
Full Form Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nvava Maha Abhiyvan
Announced in Budget 2023-24
To improve the socio economic conditions of Particularly
Aim
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PYTGs).
Type It comprises both Central Sector and Centrally Sponsored Schemes.
. The scheme will be implemented by Nine Ministries which also
Implementation | o - )
includes the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
The scheme comprises of 11 critical interventions which are part of
existing schemes. These are:
Pueca housing, road connectivity, piped water supply, mohile
Features ) . ) ) .
medical units, hostel construction, Anganwadi Centers, skill
development centers, electricily connections, solar street lighting,
Van Dhan Vikas Kendra, and mobile towers,
1) The Ministry of Ayush will provide Ayush facilities to PVTG
Other key habitations through Maobile Medical Units.,
Interventions 2} The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship will
facilitate skill and vocational training in PVTG habitations.
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Q. Write a detailed note on PVTGs in India and evaluate the recently launched PMJANMAN Scheme for
their welfare.

Q. Consider the following Statements about Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups:
1 Economic Backwardness is one of the criteria that’s considered for identifying PVTGs.

2 Dhebar Commission was the First to coin the term Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

3 According to the 2011 Census, Odisha has the largest population of PVTGs, followed by Madhya
Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.

4  Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN) is a Central Sector Scheme to
Uplift Socio-Economic Conditions of PVTGs.

How many of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
(a) Only One

(b) Only Two

(c) Only Three

(d) Al

Explanation

«» Statement 1 is correct

e Criteria followed for identification of PVTGs are:
@+ Pre-agricultural level of technology

o Low level of literacy

@ Economic backwardness

@ A declining or stagnant population

+» Statement 2 is incorrect

In 1973, the Dhebar Commission set up a separate category for Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs).
In 1975, the Centre identified 52 tribal groups as PTGs. In 1993, 23 more groups were added
to the list.

In 2006, these groups were named Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

«» Statement 3 is correct

Currently, 2.8 million PVTGs belong to 75 tribes across 18 states and UTs in India.

According to the 2011 Census, Odisha has the largest population of PVTGs, followed by
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh (including Telangana).

The largest PVTG is Odisha’s Saura community, numbering 535,000. Habitat Rights of
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group(PVTGs)

«» Statement 4 is incorrect

Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN)

To uplift the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

It’s a Centrally sponsored scheme where funding will be shared between Centre and States in
the ratio of 64:36.
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The scheme is in line with PM-PVTG Development Mission to improve the socio-economic
conditions of the PVTGs.

+»* The scheme focuses on 11 Critical Interventions through 9 Ministries:

Housing

Drinking water and sanitation: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) and Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin
(SBM-G)

Education

Health and nutrition
Road connectivity
Telecom connectivity
Livelihood opportunities
Land rights

Social security

Cultural preservation
Institutional support
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JAPAN’S NEW WHALING MOTHERSHIP, THE KANGEI MARU

Bl(: SHOT

Japan's i wialing rmedhendig, he Sarige Momi, amives ot Anake pier in Tokpa Th nealy 0, 300-taane thip, which s thi couegrg's fisl doenistically Bullt vhialing ship, st
sa0d on ks maiden hunbng voyvage o kay ll.l'ﬂ'rﬂlﬂlllk a mev e Tor the controgersial practice defended by the BONMOITHTHTR 35 .'|l|||!l:|:-..'.j'-:| part of national culture. ke

Komagata Maru Incident:
+» In 1914, the Japanese steamship "Komagata Maru" carrying 376 passengers from Punjab, a region of
British India, sailed from Hong Kong, a component of the British Empire, to Vancouver, British
Columbia in Canada, stopping in Shanghai, China, before continuing to Yokohama, Japan Because only
24 of the passengers were permitted entry into Canada, the incident attracted notice. The remaining
352 passengers were refused entry, and the ship was forcibly sent back to India.

+» The ship made its way back to Calcutta, where British troops were waiting for it. Guards were putin
position for the passengers, and the ship was given permission to dock in Budge, Calcutta. The British
believed the passengers to be criminals and political agitators. Attempts by the authorities to
apprehend those they believed to be the group's leaders were met with resistance, and a riot ensued.

+ Komagata Maru Incident, 1914

What was the Komagata Maru?

+» The Komagata Maru was a coal-transport steamship that had been converted into a passenger ship
by Hong Kongbased businessman Gurdit Singh

+» It set off from Hong Kong in April 1914, reaching Vancouver’s harbour a month later with 376 people
on board, most of them Sikhs
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Why was the ship turned away from Canada?

+» Canada’s increasingly strictimmigration policies stated that immigrants must “come from the country
of their birth, or citizenship, by a continuous journey” and using tickets “purchased before leaving the
country of their birth or citizenship.”

+* That means if you were born in India, went to China, and then continued on to Canada, you were
illegal.

*» The policies were specifically designed to curb the flow of Indian immigrants in the early 20th century,
who were coming to Canada seeking work.

% As a result of which the Canadian officials disagreed, and the ship was denied docking by the
authorities

++» To fight for the rights of the passengers, a ‘Shore Committee’ was formed in Vancouver led by Hussain
Rahim, Sohan Lal Pathak, and Balwant Singh

% A powerful campaign was carried out in the USA led by Barkatullah, Bhagwan Singh, Ram Chandra,

and Sohan Singh Bhakna. Yet, Komagata Maru was forced out of Canadian waters.

What happened to everyone else?
+» Eventually, after a two-month standoff in the waters just off Vancouver, the ship was escorted back

out to sea
+» The steamship eventually ended up back in India on 27th Sep 1914 at Budge Budge, Calcutta
=« Upon entry into the harbour, the ship was stopped by a British gunboat, and the passengers were
placed under guard.
=+ The government of the British Raj saw the men on Komagata Maru not only as self-confessed
lawbreakers, but also as dangerous political agitators
=« On arrival, the harassed passengers resisted the hostile attitude of the police
@ However, it escalated into a clash resulting in the death of 18 passengers due to gunfire upon
disembarking. While others were imprisoned.
¢+ This created widespread discontentment in Punjab and political dacoities erupted in the districts of
Jalandhar, Amritsar, and Ludhiana

Significance of the Incident:

/7

+» The Komagata Maru incident was widely cited at the time by Indian groups to highlight discrepancies

in Canadian immigration laws

¢ Further, the inflamed passions in the wake of the incident were widely cultivated by the Indian
revolutionary organization, the Ghadar Party, to rally support for its aims

** Prominent Ghadarites including Barkatullah, Tarak Nath Das, and Sohan Singh used the incident as a
rallying point to recruit members for the Ghadar movement, most notably in support of promulgating
plans to coordinate a massive uprising in India

¢ They encouraged fighters to travel to India. Raghubar Dayal Gupta and Kartar Singh Saraba left for
India.

+* Rashbehari Bose and Sachin Sanyal, both Bengal revolutionaries, were contacted and asked to lead
the movement.
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++» Political dacoits were determined to raise funds. The Punjab political squabbles of January—February
1915 featured some novel social content

¢+ Further, Human rights violations such as arbitrary detention aided Indian independence fighters in

exposing the true face of the British administration

The legacy of the Komagata Maru:

+* The Canadian Prime Minister delivered a formal statement of apology in the House of Commons for
the Komagata Maru incident, in 2016

«» The 1914 voyage is also reflected in today’s anti-terrorism laws, in which men of colour — Muslims,
Sikhs and others — continue to be arrested and imprisoned, often without charge.

+» Canada’s decision to turn away the Komagata Maru passengers initiated a racial regime of border
control, which continues to be justified through fears of terrorism and insurgency, even today Thus,
the Komagata Maru incident is an important landmark in the history of India, as it catalysed the up
surging stage of Nationalist struggle, by igniting the masses and providing them a plank to carry out
attacks against Britishers.

Q. Consider the following statements about the Komagata Maru incident in September 1914:

1. Thousands of Indians were killed by the Canadian authorities when they tried to enter into the national
boundaries of Canada.

2. This incident was one of the reasons for the fuelling of the Ghadr Movement.
The incident evoked a sharp response from the Indian revolutionaries because people from almost all parts
of India were onboard the Komagata Maru ship.

How many of the statements given above are correct?

(a) Only One

(b) Only Two

(c) AllThree

(d) None

Explanation:

Only 2nd statements is correct:
% The Komagata Maru incident involved the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru on which a group of citizens of
the British Raj attempted to emigrate to Canada in 1914 but were denied entry. Komagata Maru sailed from
British Hong Kong, via Shanghai, China, and Yokohama, Japan, to Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, in 1914,
carrying 376 passengers from Punjab, British India. Of them, 24 were admitted to Canada, but the other 352
passengers were not allowed to disembark in Canada, and the ship was forced to return to India. The
passengers comprised 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims, and 12 Hindus, all British subjects. This was one of several
incidents in the early 20th century in which exclusion laws in Canada and the United States were used to
exclude immigrants of Asian origin.

«» There were only 22 casualties and that too were in India, not in Canada. The ship was simply returned from
Canada without letting it enter their premises.

)/

%* It fuelled Ghadr movement as it involved mainly the Punjabi Sikh and Muslim population. The Ghadr leaders
could sympathize with the victims.

53/1, Upper Ground Floor, BadaBazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar,New Delhi -110060
www.tathastuics.com 9560300770, 9560300554 enquiry@tathastuics.com




