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Cuban Revolution: 
 In 1959, Fidel Castro and a group of revoluƟonaries seized power in Havana (city capital of Cuba). 

They overthrew the US-backed government of Fulgencio BaƟsta. 
 AŌer the Cuban RevoluƟon, Fidel Castro’s government began naƟonalizing American-owned 

properƟes, imposed economic penalƟes on trade with the US and increased its trade with the Soviet 
Union. 

Cuban Missile Crisis: 
 AŌermath of events following Cuban revoluƟon, the United States severed diplomaƟc Ɵes with Cuba 

and began pursuing covert operaƟons to overthrow the Fidel Castro regime in 1961. 
 This followed an aƩempt by the US agencies to topple Cuban Government, known as the Bay of Pigs 

invasion. 
 In response, Cuba allowed the Soviet Union to secretly install nuclear missiles on the island. 
 This brought the US and Soviet Union on the brink of Nuclear war. In the end, Soviet Union agreed to 

withdraw the missiles in exchange for a pledge from the US not to invade Cuba and to remove the US 
nuclear missiles from Turkey. 

US Sanctions: 
 AŌer Cuban Missile Crisis, the US insƟtuted a ban on nearly all its exports to Cuba, which US President 

John F. Kennedy expanded into a full economic embargo that included stringent travel restricƟons. 
 These economic sancƟons conƟnue Ɵll today. 
 US President Barack Obama took several steps to normalize bilateral relaƟons, including restoring 

diplomaƟc Ɵes and expanding travel and trade. 
 However, the Trump administraƟon reversed aspects of the past agreements by reimposing 

restricƟons on tourism and other commerce. 

About Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT): 
 The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty prohibits “any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other 

nuclear explosion” anywhere in the world. 
 The treaty was opened for signature in September 1996. 
 The treaty cannot formally enter into force unƟl it is raƟfied by 44 specific naƟons, eight of which 

have yet to do so: India, China, Pakistan, North Korea, Israel, Iran, Egypt, and the United States.(Now 
Russia has also revoked it in nov 2023) 
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NPT: 
 The Treaty on the Non-ProliferaƟon of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as the Non-ProliferaƟon 

Treaty or NPT, is an internaƟonal treaty whose objecƟve is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons 
and weapons technology, to promote cooperaƟon in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to 
further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament. 

 Between 1965 and 1968, the treaty was negoƟated by the Eighteen NaƟon CommiƩee on 
Disarmament, a United NaƟons-sponsored organizaƟon based in Geneva, Switzerland 

 But, the treaty entered into force in 1970. 
 More countries are parƟes to the NPT than any other arms limitaƟon and disarmament agreement, 

a testament to the treaty’s significance 
 Four UN member states have never accepted the NPT, three of which possess or are thought to 

possess nuclear weapons: India, Israel, and Pakistan. In addiƟon, South Sudan, founded in 2011, has 
not joined. 

NPTNuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) - 
 It is a group of nuclear supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferaƟon by controlling the 

export of materials, equipment, and technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons. 
 NSG consists of 48 members which include the five nuclear weapon states US, UK, France, China, and 

Russia. It is not a formal organizaƟon, and its guidelines are not binding. 
 Decisions, including on membership, are made by consensus. 
 India is not a part of the group. 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): 
 It is widely known as the world's "Atoms for Peace and Development" organizaƟon within the United 

NaƟons family. 
 Mandate: It is the world's central intergovernmental forum for scienƟfic and technical co-operaƟon 

in the nuclear field. It works for the safe, secure and peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology. 
 History: Though established as an autonomous organisaƟon, independently of the United NaƟons 

through its own internaƟonal treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United NaƟons 
General Assembly and Security Council. 

 Headquarters: Vienna, Austria. 
 FuncƟons: 

 The Agency works with its Member States and mulƟple partners worldwide to promote the safe, 
secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

 It applies nuclear safeguards – consisƟng of monitoring, inspecƟon, informaƟon analysis, and 
other acƟviƟes – to verify that nuclear acƟviƟes remain peaceful and detect and deter their 
diversion, including to weapons-related purposes. 

 In parƟcular, the IAEA implements comprehensive safeguards agreements mandated by the 
Nuclear Non-ProliferaƟon Treaty (NPT), which serve as a first line of defense against nuclear 
weapons proliferaƟon. 

 IAEA assists its Member States and promotes the exchange of scienƟfic and technical informaƟon 
between them. 
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 IAEA enhances naƟonal, regional, and internaƟonal capaciƟes to respond to nuclear and 
radiological incidents, which is essenƟal to minimizing their impact. 

 
Questions: 
Q.1  What is/are the consequence/consequences of a country becoming the member of the ‘Nuclear 

Suppliers Group’? 
1  It will have access to the latest and most efficient nuclear technologies. 
2  It automatically becomes a member of “The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

(NPT)”. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (a) 1 only 
Nuclear Suppliers Group(NSG) 
 The Nuclear Suppliers Group(NSG) is a mulƟlateral export control regime and a group of nuclear 

supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferaƟon by controlling the export of materials, 
equipment, and technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons. 

 The geƫng of NSG membership means access to technology for a range of uses from medicine to 
building nuclear power plants for India from the NSG which is essenƟally a traders’ cartel. 

 India has its own indigenously developed technology but to get its hands on state of the art 
technology that countries within the NSG possess, it has to become part of the group. 

NPT 
 The Treaty on the Non-ProliferaƟon of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as the Non-ProliferaƟon 

Treaty or NPT, is an internaƟonal treaty having three objecƟves of non-proliferaƟon, disarmament 
and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

 It was opened for signature in 1968, the treaty entered into force in 1970. 
 The treaty insƟtuƟonalized the non-proliferaƟon norm by de-legiƟmizing ‘proliferaƟon’ (producƟon 

and transfer) of nuclear weapons, fissile materials, and related technology by the non-nuclearweapon 
states (NNWS) while the recognized five nuclear-weapon states (NWS) — namely the US, Russia, the 
UK, France, and China, can conƟnue to possess nuclear weapons. 

 India always considered the NPT as discriminatory and had refused to sign it. 
 India has opposed the internaƟonal treaƟes aimed at non-proliferaƟon since they were selecƟvely 

applicable to the non-nuclear powers and legiƟmized the monopoly of the five nuclear weapons 
powers. 
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Q.2  Consider the following statements related to IAEA. 
1.  It is an international organization that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to 

inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons. 
2.  It reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 

Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2 
Explanation:  
 The InternaƟonal Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an internaƟonal organizaƟon that seeks to promote 

the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear 
weapons. The IAEA was established as an autonomous organizaƟon on 29 July 1957. Though 
established independently of the United NaƟons through its own internaƟonal treaty, the IAEA 
Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United NaƟons General Assembly and Security Council. 

 
Q.3  With reference to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) consider the following 

statements: 
1. The CTBT allows for low-level nuclear explosions or experiments that produce nuclear yield among 

the five nuclear weapons states. 
2. As per the treaty, any country that violates the CTBT will be subject to economic sanctions. 
How many of the above statements are correct? 

(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 

Answer: D 
Notes: 
Explanation – 
 Statements 1, 2 and 3 are incorrect. The CTBT prohibits all nuclear test explosions, regardless of their 

yield. As of September 2023, out of 44 Annex II states five of the Annex II states have signed but not 
raƟfied the CTBT, including China, Egypt, Iran, Israel, and the United States. ViolaƟng the CTBT has 
poliƟcal repercussions, but the treaty doesn’t outline specific economic sancƟons, i.e., violaƟon will 
lead to economic sancƟons has not been outlined in any of the arƟcles of the treaty. 
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A DOOR TO A HOUSING SCHEME, TRIBALS FIND HARD TO OPEN 
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Who are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)? 

 
What is the PM JANMAN Scheme? 
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Mains: 
Q.  Write a detailed note on PVTGs in India and evaluate the recently launched PMJANMAN Scheme for 

their welfare. 
 
Questions: 
Q.  Consider the following Statements about Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups: 

1  Economic Backwardness is one of the criteria that’s considered for identifying PVTGs. 
2  Dhebar Commission was the First to coin the term Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups. 
3  According to the 2011 Census, Odisha has the largest population of PVTGs, followed by Madhya 

Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. 
4  Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN) is a Central Sector Scheme to 

Uplift Socio-Economic Conditions of PVTGs. 
How many of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
(a) Only One  
(b) Only Two 
(c) Only Three 
(d) All 

Explanation 
 Statement 1 is correct 

• Criteria followed for idenƟficaƟon of PVTGs are: 
 Pre-agricultural level of technology 
 Low level of literacy 
 Economic backwardness 
 A declining or stagnant populaƟon 

 Statement 2 is incorrect 
• In 1973, the Dhebar Commission set up a separate category for PrimiƟve Tribal Groups (PTGs). 
• In 1975, the Centre idenƟfied 52 tribal groups as PTGs. In 1993, 23 more groups were added 

to the list. 
• In 2006, these groups were named ParƟcularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

 Statement 3 is correct 
• Currently, 2.8 million PVTGs belong to 75 tribes across 18 states and UTs in India. 
• According to the 2011 Census, Odisha has the largest populaƟon of PVTGs, followed by 

Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh (including Telangana). 
• The largest PVTG is Odisha’s Saura community, numbering 535,000. Habitat Rights of 

ParƟcularly Vulnerable Tribal Group(PVTGs) 
 Statement 4 is incorrect 

• Pradhan Mantri JanjaƟ Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN) 
• To upliŌ the ParƟcularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 
• It’s a Centrally sponsored scheme where funding will be shared between Centre and States in 

the raƟo of 64:36. 
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• The scheme is in line with PM-PVTG Development Mission to improve the socio-economic 
condiƟons of the PVTGs. 

 The scheme focuses on 11 CriƟcal IntervenƟons through 9 Ministries: 
• Housing 
• Drinking water and sanitaƟon: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) and Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin 

(SBM-G) 
• EducaƟon 
• Health and nutriƟon 
• Road connecƟvity 
• Telecom connecƟvity 
• Livelihood opportuniƟes 
• Land rights 
• Social security 
• Cultural preservaƟon 
• InsƟtuƟonal support 
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JAPAN’S NEW WHALING MOTHERSHIP, THE KANGEI MARU 

 
Komagata Maru Incident: 
 In 1914, the Japanese steamship "Komagata Maru" carrying 376 passengers from Punjab, a region of 

BriƟsh India, sailed from Hong Kong, a component of the BriƟsh Empire, to Vancouver, BriƟsh 
Columbia in Canada, stopping in Shanghai, China, before conƟnuing to Yokohama, Japan Because only 
24 of the passengers were permiƩed entry into Canada, the incident aƩracted noƟce. The remaining 
352 passengers were refused entry, and the ship was forcibly sent back to India. 

 The ship made its way back to CalcuƩa, where BriƟsh troops were waiƟng for it. Guards were put in 
posiƟon for the passengers, and the ship was given permission to dock in Budge, CalcuƩa. The BriƟsh 
believed the passengers to be criminals and poliƟcal agitators. AƩempts by the authoriƟes to 
apprehend those they believed to be the group's leaders were met with resistance, and a riot ensued. 

 Komagata Maru Incident, 1914 

What was the Komagata Maru? 
 The Komagata Maru was a coal-transport steamship that had been converted into a passenger ship 

by Hong Kongbased businessman Gurdit Singh 
 It set off from Hong Kong in April 1914, reaching Vancouver’s harbour a month later with 376 people 

on board, most of them Sikhs 
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Why was the ship turned away from Canada? 
 Canada’s increasingly strict immigraƟon policies stated that immigrants must “come from the country 

of their birth, or ciƟzenship, by a conƟnuous journey” and using Ɵckets “purchased before leaving the 
country of their birth or ciƟzenship.” 

 That means if you were born in India, went to China, and then conƟnued on to Canada, you were 
illegal. 

 The policies were specifically designed to curb the flow of Indian immigrants in the early 20th century, 
who were coming to Canada seeking work. 

 As a result of which the Canadian officials disagreed, and the ship was denied docking by the 
authoriƟes 

 To fight for the rights of the passengers, a ‘Shore CommiƩee’ was formed in Vancouver led by Hussain 
Rahim, Sohan Lal Pathak, and Balwant Singh 

 A powerful campaign was carried out in the USA led by Barkatullah, Bhagwan Singh, Ram Chandra, 
and Sohan Singh Bhakna. Yet, Komagata Maru was forced out of Canadian waters. 

What happened to everyone else? 
 Eventually, aŌer a two-month standoff in the waters just off Vancouver, the ship was escorted back 

out to sea 
 The steamship eventually ended up back in India on 27th Sep 1914 at Budge Budge, CalcuƩa 

 Upon entry into the harbour, the ship was stopped by a BriƟsh gunboat, and the passengers were 
placed under guard. 

 The government of the BriƟsh Raj saw the men on Komagata Maru not only as self-confessed 
lawbreakers, but also as dangerous poliƟcal agitators 

 On arrival, the harassed passengers resisted the hosƟle aƫtude of the police 
 However, it escalated into a clash resulƟng in the death of 18 passengers due to gunfire upon 

disembarking. While others were imprisoned. 
 This created widespread discontentment in Punjab and poliƟcal dacoiƟes erupted in the districts of 

Jalandhar, Amritsar, and Ludhiana 

Significance of the Incident: 
 The Komagata Maru incident was widely cited at the Ɵme by Indian groups to highlight discrepancies 

in Canadian immigraƟon laws 
 Further, the inflamed passions in the wake of the incident were widely culƟvated by the Indian 

revoluƟonary organizaƟon, the Ghadar Party, to rally support for its aims 
 Prominent Ghadarites including Barkatullah, Tarak Nath Das, and Sohan Singh used the incident as a 

rallying point to recruit members for the Ghadar movement, most notably in support of promulgaƟng 
plans to coordinate a massive uprising in India 

 They encouraged fighters to travel to India. Raghubar Dayal Gupta and Kartar Singh Saraba leŌ for 
India. 

 Rashbehari Bose and Sachin Sanyal, both Bengal revoluƟonaries, were contacted and asked to lead 
the movement. 
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 PoliƟcal dacoits were determined to raise funds. The Punjab poliƟcal squabbles of January–February 
1915 featured some novel social content 

 Further, Human rights violaƟons such as arbitrary detenƟon aided Indian independence fighters in 
exposing the true face of the BriƟsh administraƟon 

The legacy of the Komagata Maru: 
 The Canadian Prime Minister delivered a formal statement of apology in the House of Commons for 

the Komagata Maru incident, in 2016 
 The 1914 voyage is also reflected in today’s anƟ-terrorism laws, in which men of colour – Muslims, 

Sikhs and others – conƟnue to be arrested and imprisoned, oŌen without charge. 
 Canada’s decision to turn away the Komagata Maru passengers iniƟated a racial regime of border 

control, which conƟnues to be jusƟfied through fears of terrorism and insurgency, even today Thus, 
the Komagata Maru incident is an important landmark in the history of India, as it catalysed the up 
surging stage of NaƟonalist struggle, by igniƟng the masses and providing them a plank to carry out 
aƩacks against BriƟshers. 

 
Q.  Consider the following statements about the Komagata Maru incident in September 1914: 

1.  Thousands of Indians were killed by the Canadian authorities when they tried to enter into the national 
boundaries of Canada. 

2.  This incident was one of the reasons for the fuelling of the Ghadr Movement. 
3.  The incident evoked a sharp response from the Indian revolutionaries because people from almost all parts 

of India were onboard the Komagata Maru ship. 
How many of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) Only One  
(b) Only Two 
(c) All Three 
(d) None 

 
Explanation: 
Only 2nd statements is correct: 
 The Komagata Maru incident involved the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru on which a group of ciƟzens of 

the BriƟsh Raj aƩempted to emigrate to Canada in 1914 but were denied entry. Komagata Maru sailed from 
BriƟsh Hong Kong, via Shanghai, China, and Yokohama, Japan, to Vancouver, BriƟsh Columbia, Canada, in 1914, 
carrying 376 passengers from Punjab, BriƟsh India. Of them, 24 were admiƩed to Canada, but the other 352 
passengers were not allowed to disembark in Canada, and the ship was forced to return to India. The 
passengers comprised 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims, and 12 Hindus, all BriƟsh subjects. This was one of several 
incidents in the early 20th century in which exclusion laws in Canada and the United States were used to 
exclude immigrants of Asian origin. 

 There were only 22 casualƟes and that too were in India, not in Canada. The ship was simply returned from 
Canada without leƫng it enter their premises. 

 It fuelled Ghadr movement as it involved mainly the Punjabi Sikh and Muslim populaƟon. The Ghadr leaders 
could sympathize with the vicƟms. 


