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WHERE ANIMALS ARE DYING BY A THOUSAND CUTS 

 

 
 Amid repeated deaths from animal aƩacks and rising anger over them, Kerala declared mananimal 

conflict as a state-specific disaster, becoming the first state in the country to do so. 
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What is Man-Animal Conflict? 
 Meaning: 

 It relates to the interacƟon between wild animals and humans, as well as the negaƟve 
consequences for people, their resources, wild animals, and their habitats. 

 Human-wildlife conflict has reached alarming levels in states across India. For example, 
o In Maharashtra, human-wildlife conflict led to the death of 86 people in 2021 and 105 in 2022 

- a sharp increase compared with the last decade when average human deaths were around 
40. 

 Causes: 
 Growing populaƟons of human or animal overlap with established wildlife or human territory, 

resulƟng in a loss of resources. 
 Habitat and corridor fragmentaƟon as a result of legal and unlawful land use changes, such as 

mining clearances or agricultural encroachment. 
 Changing cropping paƩerns aƩract wild animals to agriculture. 
 Habitat destrucƟon as a result of the spread of invasive alien species, etc. 
 India currently has more than 700 protected areas. However, 70% of elephant ranges, 40% of lion 

ranges and 35% of Ɵger ranges are outside protected areas (WWF). 
 Ecologist Madhav Gadgil said the Wildlife ProtecƟon Act 1972 has enabled an atmosphere where 

wild animals can invade human habitaƟons with impunity. 
o He explained the opƟmal foraging theory in ecology, which states that animals try to maximise 

nutrient intake while minimising Ɵme, effort and risks.  
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 SoluƟons: 
 BeƩer enforcement and a pragmaƟc policy: To address the issue will lessen incidences of man-

animal conflict. 
 Involvement of local communiƟes: According to the Future for All Report 2021 (by WWF and 

UNEP), involving local communiƟes will foster coexistence between humans and wildlife, as it is 
impossible to completely eliminate humanwildlife conflicts. 

 Awareness campaigns: To educate, guide, and advise the general public about man-animal 
conflict, including informaƟon disseminaƟon via various types of media. 

 Skill-development iniƟaƟves: People living in and around the forest would benefit from reduced 
pressures on both agricultural and forest land. 

Case Study - Success Story of Kerala in Managing Man-Animal Conflict 
 Kerala had about 5,700 (19% of naƟonwide populaƟon of 30,000 in 2017) wild elephant populaƟon 

and elephants killed 2,036 people in India (between 2018-2021) and Kerala accounted for only 81 
(4%) of these deaths. 

 What has kept man-animal conflicts under control in Kerala? 
 The boundaries between wilderness and civilizaƟon have mostly stayed unchanged in recent 

years. 
 Changes in agriculture pracƟces. For example, coffee, pepper, and tea plantaƟons, where jumbos 

have liƩle interest. 
 Jumbos are named from their characterisƟcs. Kabali, for example, is an elephant who lives in the 

Athirapally jungle in Thrissur district and is known to aƩack or chase automobiles. 

 
Mains: 
 
Q.  Human-animal conflict is clear & present danger, and India can’t afford to ignore it. Elucidate 

(250w/10m) 
 IntroducƟon: Write some points of the report. 
 Body: Write about the need to address these conflicts. Also write ways to tackle the issues. 
 Conclusion: Write a brief conclusion. 

 
 The report ‘A Future for All – A Need for Human-Wildlife Coexistence’, released by WWF and UNEP 

said that India will be most-affected by human-wildlife conflict. It is because it has the world’s second-
largest human populaƟon as well as large populaƟons of Ɵgers, elephants, lions and other species. 
However, there is no government data on the deaths of animals due to human-animal conflict. 
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INDIA RELIES ON CHINA FOR MOST ELECTRONIC AND ELECTRICAL GOODS 

 
 

Practice Questions: 
Q.  Discuss the implications of India's growing import dependency on China, as highlighted in the Global 

Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) report. Analyze the economic and national security dimensions, and 
propose strategic measures to mitigate risks and enhance domestic industries, considering the 
geopolitical competition with China.(250 words) 

Q.  China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus as tools to develop potential military 
power status in Asia”. In the light of this statement, discuss its impact on India as her neighbour. (2017 
- UPSE) 
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The strategic implications of this import dependency are 'profound' and affect not only economic but 
national security dimensions, calling for a reassessment of strategies. This is imperative not only to mitigate 
economic risks but also to boost domestic industries and reduce dependency on single-country imports, 
especially from a geopolitical competitor like China. 
 
What does Heavy Import Reliance on China Imply? 
 From the perspecƟve of the government, the poliƟcal and security challenges are deepened when 

the state is dependent on imporƟng products and services from an unfriendly country. 
 India imports most of the AcƟve PharmaceuƟcal Ingredients (APIs) it uses in its pharmaceuƟcal 

industry from China. The cost of Chinese APIs is cheaper than the Indian ones even on the Indian 
market. 

 The depth of the problem was revealed during the Covid-19 pandemic when due to travel 
restricƟons, exports of Chinese APIs to India were temporarily restricted and consequently India 
had to cut its exports of APIs too. 

 Approximately 24% of coal energy generated in India may be coming from plants that are using criƟcal 
equipment imported from China. This, therefore, may not necessarily be considered a strategic 
dependence, but is certainly a form of a security challenge. 

 While there are demands to limit or even block such imports from China, this would simply mean 
forcing private Indian power companies to suffer higher costs. 

Way Forward 
 ▪ India cannot completely end its strategic dependence on the import of most crucial products. What 

it can do, however, is diversify this dependence by reducing China’s role in it. 
 India can diversify dependence by working more with the U.S., Europe, South Korea and Japan. 

This way it will increase its reliance on countries with which it also enjoys good poliƟcal relaƟons. 
 Providing further impetus to self-reliance in major sectors where India is a net-importer is a prudent 

way forward where technology and capital will have a huge role to play. 
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THE CONTROVERSY OVER EUCALYPTUS PLANTING IN KERALA 

 
 

Subjective Question: 
Q.  What is Ecosystem Restoration ? Discuss its significance with suitable examples. (150 w/lom) 
 
 Ecosystem restoraƟon means assisƟng in the recovery of ecosystems that have been degraded or 

destroyed, as well as conserving the ecosystems that are sƟll intact. 
 Healthier ecosystems, with richer biodiversity, yield greater benefits such as more ferƟle soils, 

bigger yields of Ɵmber and fish, and larger stores of greenhouse gases. 
 All kinds of ecosystems can be restored, including forests, farmlands, ciƟes, wetlands, and oceans. 
 RestoraƟon iniƟaƟves can be launched by almost anyone, from governments and development 

agencies to businesses, communiƟes, and individuals. 
 That is because the causes of degradaƟon are many and varied, and can have an impact at 

different scales. 
 As human acƟviƟes increasingly impact natural environments, the need for restoraƟon has become 

more urgent to preserve biodiversity, enhance ecosystem services, and combat climate change. 
 Ecosystem restoraƟon can take many forms, depending on the specific goals, the type of ecosystem 

involved, and the extent of degradaƟon. 

Significance of Ecosystem Restoration: 
 Biodiversity ConservaƟon: Restoring habitats helps conserve biodiversity by providing species with 

the condiƟons they need to thrive. It aids in the recovery of populaƟons that may be declining and 
preserves the geneƟc diversity essenƟal for species’ adaptaƟon to changing environments. 
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 Climate Change MiƟgaƟon: Ecosystems such as forests, peatlands, and mangroves are significant 
carbon sinks. Restoring these areas can sequester carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, helping to 
miƟgate climate change. 

 Enhancing Ecosystem Services: Healthy ecosystems provide invaluable services to humans, including 
clean water, air purificaƟon, pollinaƟon of crops, flood control, and recreaƟonal opportuniƟes. 
RestoraƟon efforts help ensure the conƟnued provision of these services. 

 Economic Benefits: Ecosystem restoraƟon can also have economic benefits by creaƟng jobs in 
acƟviƟes like planƟng trees, managing protected areas, and eco-tourism. Moreover, restored 
ecosystems can support local economies through improved agriculture, fisheries, and forestry. 

Ecosystem Restoration Practices: 
 ReforestaƟon and AfforestaƟon: PlanƟng trees in areas where forests have been cut down or 

degraded and establishing forests on lands that historically have not contained forests. 
 Wetlands RestoraƟon: Re-establishing the water flow and naƟve vegetaƟon of wetlands that have 

been drained, filled, or otherwise altered. 
 River and Stream RestoraƟon: Removing barriers like dams, re-meandering channels that have been 

straightened, and restoring riparian vegetaƟon to improve water quality and habitat. 
 Peatland RestoraƟon: Blocking drainage channels to raise the water table and reintroduce naƟve 

plant species in degraded peatlands. 
 Coral Reefs and Mangroves: ReplanƟng mangroves and transplanƟng corals or using arƟficial 

structures to promote coral growth in damaged reef areas. 
 Grasslands and Savannas: Removing invasive species and reintroducing fire as a management tool to 

maintain ecosystem health. 

Way Forward: 
 Ecosystem restoraƟon is a powerful tool for addressing environmental degradaƟon, but it is just one 

part of a broader strategy that must also include the protecƟon of exisƟng intact ecosystems and the 
sustainable management of natural resources. RestoraƟon projects work best when they are part of 
an integrated approach to land and water management that balances ecological, social, and 
economic objecƟves. 

 The growing recogniƟon of the importance of healthy ecosystems to human well-being and survival 
has led to increased investment in restoraƟon projects around the world. By prioriƟzing ecosystem 
restoraƟon, socieƟes can work towards more resilient and sustainable landscapes that support both 
biodiversity and human prosperity for generaƟons to come. 

 
 

All The Best 


