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OPEN ACCESS IS CRUCIAL FOR SELF-RELIANCE IN SCIENCE

Open access is crucial for self-reliance in science

Covdend—

recent editorial piece in |

Nature lauded India’s

ascent towards

becoming a scientific
juggernaut, paralleling its
burgeoning economic clout. The
Indian science ecosystem is
indeed on an impressive
trajectory, now ranking third (
globally in research output, and
eleventh in quality, according to
the Nature Index. However, ‘ease
of doing science’ that can lead to
great discoveries and innovation
hinges on robust infrastructure
and resources — a glaring shortfall
in India’s research landscape.

From 2014 to 2021, the number

of universities in India rose from
760 to 1,113. Yet, many lack
essential resources such as
instrumental access and
sophisticated labs, not to mention
access to the literature that
underpins research. There has
been a pioneering initiative,

®I—STEM, to bridge this gap by 1%[1’1 Q‘L)U%

cataloguing all publicly funded
research facilities nationwide and
making them available to
researchers based on need. This
demand-supply mapping aims to
democratise the availability of
advanced research infrastructure.
Similarly, the call for ‘One

@‘lation, One Subscription (ONOS)
proposes a centralised model of
subscription to scientific journals,
making them universally available
to all publicly funded institutions.
It is costly to get access to these
comimercial journals. It is
estimated that institutions in India
annually spend 1,500 crore to
access journals and databases. But
the fruits of this expenditure are
reaped by only the top few
institutes. What of the rest? ONOS
negotiation by the government is
currently underway with the five
major commercial publishers who
dominate the market.

The optimal solution?

But is ONOS the optimal solution
for facilitating access to scientific
literature? When it was
conceptualised around 2019, a
significant portion of scholarly
articles was behind paywalls. Now,
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a much larger fraction of articles is
available via Open Access (OA),
which means %I?l_atm
available freely for everyone
online. An analysis of publications
indexed in the Web of Science
shows that the fraction of OA
publications globally increased
from 38% in 2018 to 50% in 2022.
This shift raises a query about the
necessity and efficiency of paying
for content that is increasingly
available for free. Currently, there
is a strong push for OA by the U.S.
and European Union. The U.S.
released its updated OA policy in
2023 that mandates immediate
open accessibility of all publicly
funded research articles by 2025.
Similarly, major philanthropic
funding sources such as the
Wellcome Trust have mandated
OA to the research they fund.

Considering this trend, it is
reasonable to argue that we
should be paying less than before.
The oligopolistic academic
publishing market, dominated by
a handful of powerful publishers
in the global north, allows these
publishers to set stringent terms,
making any negotiation on ONOS a
challenge. The entrenched
reputation and authority of these
publishers also stymie any
discussion of alternatives.

In any other government
procurement, the use of public
funds is stringently regulated to
ensure maximum cost efficiency
and benefit. Why, then, should the
procurement of academic journals
be any different? If significant
portions of research are already
accessible without cost, the
rationale for a unified, costly
subscription becomes less
compelling. It is also important to
note that ONOS will not help make
Indian research globally
accessible; rather, it primarily
facilitates access for Indian
researchers to journals owned by
big publishing oligarchs.

Further, even if one pays and
subscribes to the journal, there is
no guarantee of continued access.
Today, most academic journals are
only digitally available. Most
articles have a digital object

identifier (DOI), but DOI does not
ensure long-term preservation. A
recent study highlights that
“approximately 28% of academic
journal articles with DOIs appear
entirely unpreserved.” This
finding suggests that millions of
research papers risk vanishing
from the Internet. For example,
over 17,000 research papers from
a chemistry journal, distributed by
Elsevier globally, except in Japan,
disappeared when the journal was
discontinued in December 2023.

Green Open Access

nsidering commercial
publishers have not taken up the
responsibility of long-term
availability of the content they
profit from, it is only logical that
every article authored by Indian
researchers and funded by
taxpayer money should be
archived in publicly funded OA
repositories. This practice
exemplifies what we refer to as
Green Open Access. This allows
authors to deposit a version of
their work in a university
repository, making it freely
accessible to everyone globally.
Indian funding agencies have
mandated green OA for a long
time, but this has never been
enforced. However, the recent
troubles should catalyse a stronger
push for green OA.

Major publishers such as
Elsevier (Netherlands), Thomson
Reuters (Canada), Taylor Francis
(U.K.), Springer Nature (Germany),
and Wiley and SAGE (U.S.) have
headquarters in the global north.
They are extremely profitable
enterprises. Much of this profit is
derived from the unpaid labour
provided by researchers in the
form of peer reviews and editorial
works. To become atmanirbhar
(self-reliant), India needs to make
its own journal system better, with
no burden of payment to authors
or readers. Further, with its
capabilities in digital technology,
India should also become a
pioneer for the global south by
creating and sharing digital public
infrastructure for low-cost,
high-quality scientific publishing.
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Itis an unlikely industry to have become the great success of the digital age when all the pundits were
predicting its demise when the Internet era began. But helped by a bizarre business model, it has
proved all the doomsayers wrong with astonishing revenues and profit margins that surpass even
those of even giant corporations like Apple and Google.

It gets its products for free, top notch products that have been assessed for quality by the leading
experts in their respective fields, again for free or for a pittance, and then sold them at exorbitant
rates to customers. In the process the original makers of the products are themselves barred from
accessing their own work because they had been forced to sign away the intellectual property rights
on it!

Most readers would be surprised to learn that we are talking of the scientific, technical and medical
or stm publishing industry. The core of their business is scientific journals which are published weekly
or monthly, journals that carry the latest research in a large number of disciplines.

And if you think that such a limited business would yield little profit you are in for a further shock. It
is an estimated US $30 billion industry whose market leaders enjoy astonishing profit margins of 35-
40 per cent.

Knowledge is in their thrall as the fruits of research are behind prohibitive paywalls. Not many can
afford all the journals, not even a well-endowed Harvard University. Imagine then the plight of
institutions and universities in developing countries. But neither institutions nor governments have
been able to alter the system.

How exactly does this system operate? Scientists, funded largely by governments, give the results of
their research to stm publishers for free; other scientists who peer review the papers, that is, check
the scientific validity of the research, also do the work for free.

Only the basic editing costs are borne by the publishers who then, bizarrely, sell the product back to
the libraries of government-funded institutions and universities because scientists need to keep
abreast of developments in their field of study, ranging from agriculture to nursing and chemical
engineering.

It is as perverse a system as one can find but given the cachet of being published in the top line
journals scientists have become slaves to the system. A collective stand by university libraries and
government institutions could have ended the bizarre system but that did not happen.

Around 2011, many American libraries with dwindling budgets threatened to end subscriptions but
the industry stood firm and continued with their high rates. In fact, their profit margins increased.
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+» A global revolt against the commercial stm publishing model led to the open access (OA) system
based on the ideal that scientific research should be free and open to all and not the preserve of the
likes of Elsevier, Wiley, Springer and Nature.

+» |-STEM (Indian Science, Technology, and Engineering facilities Map) is launching the Samavesha
project at 11Sc., Bengaluru, on January 16 to enhance research collaboration in India by enhancing
accessibility to facilities and labs.

About I-STEM:
+»* |-STEM (Indian Science, Technology, and Engineering facilities Map) is an initiative of the Office of

Principal Scientific Advisor, Government of India.

+* It is developed with the concept “One Nation One Portal” for the scientific community, aimed at
“Linking Researchers and Resources”.

¢ |t assists users to locate the specific facility they need for their R&D work and identify the one that is
either located closest to them or available the soonest.

Q.1 With reference to the I-STEM Portal, consider the following statements
1. The portal facilitates researchers to access slots for the use of equipment and share the details of the
outcomes, such as, patents, publications and technologies.
2. The portal is launched under the aegis of Prime Minister Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory
Council (PM-STIAC) mission.

Select the correct statement.
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both

(d) None

One Nation, One Subscription Scheme:
¢ #GS-02 Education

For Prelims:

+*» One Nation, One Subscription Scheme:

# One Nation, One Subscription is a proposed Open Access program by the Ministry of Education
to improve access to scholarly works.

« |t was proposed in India’s fifth draft of Science Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP) 2020.

@ |ts aimis to give people in India access to scientific publications at a fixed and centrally negotiated
cost that the government will pay publishers directly.

# The proposal seeks to buy 3000 to 4000 high-impact journals at an estimated budget of 2000
crore to 3000 crores.
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+ The Science, Technology and Innovation Observatory will be set up by the Ministry of Science and
Technology to store the generated data.

@« This data will be provided to public funded research through ‘FAIR’ (Fair, Accessible, Interoperable
and Reusable).

# The primary beneficiaries of ONOS are government institutes, governmentfunded academic
institutes, and research and development institutions.

+ The need of ONOS scheme:
@ Duke University in an analysis in 2018, found that 59 of the 100 “most highly cited articles ever
published are behind a paywall.”
+ The “average cost of one of these articles for an unaffiliated researcher was found to be $33.41”
equivalent to X2,285 in 2018.
@« The people of India spend about Rs 1,500 crore in 2018 for journal subscriptions.
@ This can be reduced substantially by the introduction of the scheme.
+«» Alternatives to Subscription method:
@« A growing alternative to the subscription method is the use of preprints.
@ A preprint is the manuscript of a paper which has not yet been submitted to a journal.
@+ Preprint papers are not peer-reviewed in the conventional sense, but one can use some
workarounds such as post-publication peer-review.
@« Another alternative is the Gold OA where the journal charges an article processing charge (APC)
from the author instead of the reader.

Q.2 Which of the following is an aim of "One Nation One Subscription" (ONOS) initiative in India?
(a) To provide countrywide access to National and International Scientific and Academic Content.
(b) To provide countrywide access to International Scientific and Academic Content only
(c) To provide selective access to National Scientific and Academic Content
(d) To provide countrywide access to National Academic Content only

Answer: (a)

R/

+» "To provide countrywide access to National and International Scientific and Academic Content".

Key Points:
+* One Nation One Subscription (ONOS):

@ ONOS is an initiative proposed by the Government of India (Gol), that aims to provide
countrywide access to national and international scientific and academic content.

@+ |t came into force on Apr 1, 2023.

+ This initiative is expected to benefit research and educational institutions including universities,
colleges, and research organizations, as well as every citizen of the country through public
libraries.
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Additional Information
+* ONOS Objective:

« ONOS is expected to sign national licenses with most of the prominent STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) publishers and database producers across the world in
order to encourage easy access to high-quality academic information, thus stimulating scientific
research and innovation in the country.

@« Providing country-wide access to electronic resources at an affordable cost and at better terms of
licenses.

Q.3 AsIndia aspires to be the scientific superpower, suggest the areas which the new Science, Technology
and Innovation policy should focus on” .Examine. (150 W/10M)
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE AMRUT SCHEME

An overview of the AMRUT scheme

Whiat wats thie purpiose of thee Mal Mission for Rejuvenation iind Urban Transformation? 1 hat was the revemme Setaside for the scheme? Wi fas been its
(rogress S far? What ane the various shortcomings and how should ey be addressed?

continue i woesen. A Nathomal Clean Alr
S Frogramme was knmchied oy the conim THEGIS
FveTTERRT B 01T, & AMRLTT 20
Tikentler Singh Panwar focused anly on water and sewerggeand. ¥
U@l’ ez aiise the alr guality concers of Thes AT [hid
The stury sofar: AMIFT 10 weere far from addresad epavmnatis
|I'q I".'l.l.l'lll ]'tl%-':‘l mliifl Trarslarmatios
popukation is iving in cites and What went wrong? tagshin g
Iy 20HT it will e moee: thiam Thee bt lumtlamental of the scheme was by the N04-L g
5%, The Workl Bank emunemisl copsiructed. Bstear of 4 Jare M5
stimates thal aromd 3840 bilkon & bbbz vty i sook on a -
reqiriresc to fund thee bare minivwmn rbn project-oriented aitude. Farthermsore,
|nrr.15!r.r|m1m.vrli'e:uﬂlﬁrwm.Thi AMEE T was it with mo The pupeal
AMRLIT (A4l Missice for Reitvenation eATCiption (rom the cfies. |t wis e misonwas io|
and Lrhan Transiematin scheme wis & meghanical in design, with hardiy any Sy MDLEETCR
[tagship progranune launched by the orgac patiopation af the elected ey 1wtk pmue
NI gwernmest in Juse 2085, with its povernmments, and drfies by meely waker s a sy
L0versiom [aunchied on Ocoter L 300 private ipnerests, The projpcr wis owme]. cotmedtianii] |
by bureaurrare, parasioeals, andTirge . *uesl chiash
Wkt i the AMBUT schemme? pecTI g based commpenies, Hor il
Some nf the challenges in infrstructine examgls, In the grvermance archipeciugy, 9700 308
deebopmment with respect i waer, e apes; comumiitee i headed by e PERAL o
2 o % ; wmlching ooy
mobéliry, and podution were to be met by secretary of the Munistry ol Housingand .~ "%
s sebeme with ssme hnancial Urbean Afairs (VOIS and all the g i)
assiszance from e Canire and the restof memibers @e or-elected, Sy, the )
the share maobilised by bath Staes and Stafe lewel high powered commitiee is v
nespecene cities. The mezslon wis drmm hezaded by the chief secretary with a AT wasma
fov ooer SO0 cities and sowes with a privabe mes of consukants and i o arsicp
pospeskation of ower o kakh with nitified fessinmik. Peopes” representatives sl i i
riicilies, The plrpose of the it work: The Liors Park birng reacwaied usder AMRUT-2 by Kzhiiode Corporation in 2813, Fs e oty sl i v u;u:u_-i'_lhu n s

AUMHULIT mekesion v 50 0 ez fhat

il coesnbationa amendsen,

every hoasehold has sccesstoatapwith | Stabes and cities v much, Huge amoens of wask TVceecrer, water Marsgement in cities
assured] supply of water anel a sewerage ey and [iile trestment enbances the st fctor i climate and rainfall
eonnection O increase the valee of cities | How muoch mopey has been willlsed?  vulnesstaliny and incldence of dseases. partterns of the ared and existing

by developing reenery and The AMRUT dashbemd showsthat ssod - The |50 vesersors monilred by the infrastructure of combined sewers, B is
wedl-maintoined npes spaces such i May 18, 2084, 3 s of B335 core bas cemtral governme, which supplies wiier | o bog surpwise that mumdlm'm'.'.llg
parks and (il reduce pafietion by been dispersed so far, Thisamomne has— for drinking and Erigetion, 2 are the igmesd [0 such
swtiching 4o public tramgor o breen weilisad 10 primide 2 dotal of comiry's key sonece of hyvdro-elecidty, e of gierage

cumstructing facities for non-moturisad
fransport, This ol mutlay for AMBUT

5566, 737 tapennmections, and 77414
wrverage connections A toial of 2410

wore filked o just 0% of ils capacity &
few weeeks ago, Around 20 major dbies are

commute of a worker i woek! Snce the

wis 300000 crope for free years from FY | perks beve been developed, and 6274571 going b0 run ouf of ground wader: Ina drfvers are Earge private ploviss and

OIS 10 B 200920, LED ighes hove breen repibicnd These A8 Ay q ni Bt s ptate] cheat 4% Lum%m s (’
ABIRLTT 2.0 was aimed ot making cities | works inclode the comributions made by ol s population will hove no aocess | beoone 3 proxy for urham prlnning -

‘water seerre’ and provicing functional | States and cities 1o drinking waeer by 3030 Nearly 35 0f | disappearance of water hodies and lakes,

ey tap conmections (o all housshakds
n all stabatory toums, Amistous Gngets
e et up such a5 providing 10075
sewage management fn 0 AMHLT
cities. The tortad ovetfiry for AMRLT 20015
12 59,000 crore, with the Ceneral outlay
bretrig 76,760 crome Sor Sve s, and the
st of the amount i be mobilsed by the

What is the reality?

ks estimuted thar dhout 2000000 peopie
e every year de o Inadequae wate,
samptathon i hygiens. In 3G, the
diseane burden due fo unsale

:».mmleEEEImnl.'.mﬂ-‘.'rrmi'iEr
1 Ll S e L TS fes mi
e e —

tirten frciam hosehokds do not e
piped wates; 67.3% are not conneced foa
piped severage discharpe system; and
aveTage Waler supply per person i urtan
Inchia & 6525 Btrvsday, whereas the
redpured amint s 35 Bres
Additiomally, air quaity m AMALT
clife= and e other kinge urbom sethements

disrumed snorm water Hows, and absence
ol s water drainage (s very commum.
The scheme needs mture hased
sofhons and a comprebense
methodology with a people cemri
appruach and empoveering bocal bodies
Author [s former Depary Mayor, Skimbs,
iittel Member, Kevala Crban Comrribisdon,

it
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Q. Consider the following statements on the AMRUT scheme.

1.
2.

It has been launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
Odisha bagged the first position in the implementation of the AMRUT scheme.

Which among the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and?2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

The correct answer is Both 1 and 2.

R/
0‘0

AMRUT- Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation

Key-Points:

R/
0‘0

®
%

AMRUT scheme was launched in June 2015 by PM Modi. It has been launched by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). Hence, statement 1 is correct.

The purpose of Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) is to - Ensure that
every household has access to a tap with an assured supply of water and a sewerage connection.
Increase the amenity value of cities by developing greenery and well maintained open spaces (e.g.
parks) and Reduce pollution by switching to public transport or constructing facilities for non-
motorized transport (e.g. walking and cycling). All these outcomes are valued by citizens, particularly
women, and indicators and standards have been prescribed by the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA ) in the form of Service Level Benchmarks (SLBs). Odisha retained its top position in
the implementation of the AMRUT scheme by scoring 85.67 percent. Hence, statement 2 is correct.
Nine cities of Odisha - Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Sambalpur, Rourkela, Baripada, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Berhampur, and Puri - are covered under the scheme. Odisha is followed by Chandigarh, Telangana,
Gujarat, and Karnataka in the implementation of AMRUT.

Additional Information The Mission of AMRUT covers 500 cities that include all cities and towns with
a population of over one lakh with notified Municipalities.

The major project components are - Water Supply system, Sewerage, Septage, Storm Water Drainage,
Urban Transport, Green Space and Parks, Reforms management and support, Capacity building.
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Why does instability and
chaos persist in Haiti?

Did the resianation of formes Prime Minister Ariel Henry stop gang viokence in the region?

R

The stary so far:
rilowing a theee-manth forced
shulden, Hiti's main
miernztional airpoet i
Part-a-Prince reopened,
sparking bapes for shipment of essentia
prochicts. However, gang vickence persists
i the capital, though most of the gangs’
demanids have been addressed,
Meamwhie, after mantis of delay diae to
legal abstackes and vilence, an advance
tesm o thee Fienyas special lnrces pelice
linded in Hat b0 combat the instabdity,

What s being done for stability?

Alter Prime Ministir Arie Herm's
resigriation om Apeil M, the farmation of 2
Counc with seven members was the frs
tjor deselapment, The Councll his
e taskced with restoring order m Hait,
setting the agenda of 2 new Cabingt,
formming a natiomal securiy council, and
appedeeing an elecioral commession i
elp comduct polls, 1 enjoys the backing

ol the Caribbean countries ind the LS.
Caripom, 2 Carihbezn trake bloc which
helped farm the coundl, said that the
installzzion of the “paliically inclusive
vl sigeals the possibility of a o
besirming for Haili" Whilk Finance
Minister Michee! Paerick Boésvert was
appointed & mierm Frime Mmister, on
Aril 30, formmer Minister Fritz Bélizame
was chosen for the post by the Coundl,

What is the situation at present?
Thiough there is a Coancil, there B alsoa
divide Durinag s first task of choosing 3
Prime Minister, fougr of the seven vating
miembers chose M. Béizire. This
o to appoint the lithe-knowa
affcal was taken without consulting the
rest of the council or hoiding a farmal
woie. This divide has reporteds
strengihened wormes of the Coundl using
its position #0 further ifs own corrups
niegcks, flkowing 2 pattern consistent with
previous potitical officials in il
Mioeve, ang vialeace confimes,

are still usmble 4o covmier the vinlence,
Giang violence has become a part of dah
e in it v che Bast b decades,
erabled by a weakened securiry
apparaus, lack of effertive law
epforcement and widespread impusiey.
In the first tiee manths of 2004, & per
U esfimates, more than ane person was
killed due to gng violence every hoa,

Why does gang vinlence contimue?
(me of the driving fmces behind gamg
wiedznce was the continued control
exgrczied by Mr. Henry, and it was
expected th his resignation would alkr
far  seenblance of peace and stahility.
However, not onl kas the viclence
contined {(hogh there hiss been a
reduction, there are new concems.

[ My, LINICEF's Repmesentatree in
Hai, Bruno Maes, noted that the *bealih
system i on the verge of collapse” it s
faced with “violence, mass dispkacement,
daryperciss epidensc and increasing
mainuirition,” Six o f 10 hospitals that

Thee insufficienily armed natioeal police are operational in the counary are barely
UNITED
STATES
CUBA DOMINICAN
HAITE /REPUBLIC
JAMAICA I PUERTO RICO
MEXICO \PDRT—AU? ~(U.S.)
PRINCE
HONDURAS
NICARAGUA
COSTA
RICA _ paNAMA VENEZUELA
COLOMBIA

© Encyclopzedia Britannica, Inc.

WHY DOES INSTABILITY AND CHAOS PERSIST IN HAITI?

managng to fimetion, and the bigges
probiem currently is the *srangling of
supphy chains.” About L6 milkon of the
4.4 million in Hati fzoe emergency levels
of food irssecurity, and the evpected
arriial of the monsoons will being with it
waterhome disesses such as cholera

What is next for Haiti?

There are three specif challenges for
Hait, First, the divide witfin the
transitiomal Council uedersaores the
inberently fragile poliical laindscape of
the omniry. A rocky stant may sed the
frme i the et il it cecisions andd the
conmizy's faith in it, Second, the
persistent threat posed by armed gangs
cnfinaes 10 loim lange ver Haill,
perpetuating a cycle of violence and
insecarity that hampers efforts o restare
liw and cmder, Gangs have warned of
e vicdenice i theey are nol given a seat
at the fable with the Council, and if thisr
temand for amnesty for their cimes is
it graned,

Third, the deployment ofa Uhacked
seguty mission, coemprised of Kemyan
poiice fieves, has sparied controversy
and raised conpems abaut polential
wialation af fuuman rights, Whilk the
RSEE0 s o bodster efforts o combat
g vakence and restore stability, there
e fears Uat it ey madveriently
cacerbite femsions and contribute to
hiaman rights abuses,

[V Maskfveriee & a Resitreh Assitan
af the antional Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengalurm,
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¢ Humanitarian crisis in Haiti as the Caribbean’s most populous country may have fallen to armed
gangs.

Details: |
¢ Haiti:

+ Haiti occupies the western third of island of Hispaniola, which is the second-largest island in the
Caribbean Sea. A mountainous country, its name means “high land” in the local Taino language.
The climate is generally tropical but is more temperate in the highlands.

Due to the rapid clearing of Haiti’s forests, much of the landscape is now barren.
Haiti has two distinct peninsulas, the northern and southern, separated by the Golfe de la Gonave.

¢ 9 9 9

Due to its location along the boundary of the Caribbean and North American tectonic plates, Haiti
is prone to seismic activity, including earthquakes.
@ Hurricanes and flash floods occur periodically, placing pressure on Haiti’s infrastructure and
population.
e Capital: Port-au-Prince
Area: 27,800 sq km
e Population:3 million

e Llanguages: French, Haitian Creole.

A Country in Turmaoil:

¢+ Historical events:

« The country visited by Christopher Columbus during his first voyage in Columbus founded the first
European settlement in the Americas, La Navidad (‘The Nativity’ in Spanish), in Haiti.

# The area known today as Haiti ultimately came under France, as its colony of Saint-Domingue.

« Haiti later became the first independent country of Latin America and the Caribbean, the first free
black republic in the world and the second republic in the Western Hemisphere after the US.

« This happened as a result of the Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) under the leadership of Toussaint
Louverture, who did not live to see a free Haiti, although he set in motion its eventual
independence.

@ The country was forced by France to pay 150 million francs in the immediate aftermath of its
freedom as ‘reparations to French slaveholders’. It took Haiti 122 years to pay the debt.

@ In the 20th century, the US occupied the country for 19 years and continued to meddle in its
internal affairs thereafter by allegedly supporting the Duvalier Dynasty of Francois and Jean-
Claude Duvalier and overthrowing Haiti’s first democratically elected president, Jean-Bertrand
Aristide.

Recent Developments:

+» The country has still not recovered from the 2010 earthquake. A string of unpopular leaders have
held power since 2010 and none has run the course. They also maintained armed gangs as their
private militia which then turned rogue, giving rise to the gangs that have now reportedly overtaken
Haiti.
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** |n 2021, the Haitian President Jovenel Moise was assassinated in his bedroom. His successor, Ariel
Henry, can now be overthrown at any moment, according to The Guardian.

+»* The unrest has seen 362,000 Haitians internally displaced — more than half of them children, the
International Organization for Migration stated on March 9. More than 160,000 people are currently
displaced in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area alone.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:

Q. Consider the following countries
1 Haiti
2 Dominican Republic
3 Costa Rica
4 Cuba
Island of Hispaniola comprise of which of the above two countries?
(a) 1and 2
(b) 2and 3
(c) 3and 4
(d) 1and 4

Answer: (a)
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