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NDA ELECTS MODI AS ITS LEADER, VOTE OF CONFIDENCE  

AND NO CONFIDENCE MOTION 

 
Confidence Motion:  
 It is passed when the governments formed with wafer-thin majority have been called upon by the 

President to prove their majority on the floor of the House  
 Passage indicates the government's conƟnued mandate to govern 

What is no confidence motion? 
 In a parliamentary democracy, a government can be in power only if it commands a majority in the 

directly elected House. 
 It is a parliamentary process that allows the opposiƟon to challenge the government’s majority. 
 If the no-confidence moƟon is passed in the Parliament, then the government must resign. 
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 ArƟcle 75(3) of our ConsƟtuƟon embodies this rule by specifying that the Council of Ministers are 
collecƟvely responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

 For tesƟng this collecƟve responsibility, the rules of Lok Sabha provide a parƟcular mechanism – a 
moƟon of no-confidence. 

 A no confidence moƟon can only be moved in the Lok Sabha. 
 The procedure is specified under Rule 198 of the Lok Sabha. The ConsƟtuƟon does not menƟon either 

a Confidence or a No Confidence MoƟon. 

Who can move a No-Confidence Motion? 
 Any Lok Sabha MP, who can garner the support of 50 colleagues, can, at any point of Ɵme, introduce 

a moƟon of no-confidence against the Council of Ministers. 
 A no-confidence moƟon can be moved only in the Lok Sabha. It cannot be moved in the Rajya Sabha. 

Question: 
Q.1  Consider the following statements regarding a No-Confidence Motion in India. 

1. There is no menƟon of a No-Confidence moƟon in the ConsƟtuƟon of India. 
2. A moƟon of no-confidence can be introduced in the Lok Sabha only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) Only 2 
(b) Neither 1 nor 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Only 1 

Answer: (c) 
 
Q.2  With reference to No-Confidence Motion, consider the following statements: 

1. A No-Confidence MoƟon should state the reasons for its adopƟon in the Lok Sabha. 
2. It can be moved against the enƟre council of ministers as well as against an individual minister. 
3. If it is passed in the Lok Sabha, the council of ministers must resign from the office. 
Which are wrong statements? 
(a) Only 1 and 2 
(b) Only 1 and 3 
(c) Only 2 and 3 
(d) All of the above 

Answer: (a) 
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2024 

 
World Environment Day 2024 
 World Environment Day is celebrated on 5th June every year to encourage awareness and 

environmental protecƟon. 
 The United NaƟons Assembly established World Environment Day in 1972, which was the first day 

of the Stockholm Conference on the human environment. 
 World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated every year with a specific theme and slogan that 

focuses on the major environmental issues of that Ɵme. 
 WED 2024 is hosted by Saudi Arabia. 
 India hosted the 45th celebraƟon of World Environment Day in 2018 under the theme ‘Beat PlasƟc 

PolluƟon’. 
 WED celebraƟon in 2021 kicked off the UN Decade on Ecosystem RestoraƟon (2021-2030) which 

is a global mission to revive billions of hectares, from forests to farmlands, from the top of 
mountains to the depth of the seas. 

 The theme for 2024: 
 Land RestoraƟon, DeserƟficaƟon and Drought Resilience 
 Year 2024 also marks the 30th anniversary of the UN ConvenƟon to Combat DeserƟficaƟon 

(UNCCD). 
 Significance of Land RestoraƟon: 

 Reverses Environmental Damage: Combats land degradaƟon, drought, and deserƟficaƟon. 
 High Return on Investment: Each dollar invested can yield up to USD 30 in benefits from healthy 

ecosystems. 
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 Boosts CommuniƟes: Creates jobs, reduces poverty, and improves livelihoods. 
 Strengthens Resilience: Helps communiƟes beƩer withstand extreme weather events. 
 Combats Climate Change: Increases carbon storage in soil and slows the pace of warming. 
 Protects Biodiversity: Restoring just 15% of degraded land could prevent a significant porƟon of 

expected species exƟncƟon. 

Question: 
Q.3  With reference to the World Environment Day, consider the following statements: 

1. It is led by the United NaƟons Environment Programme (UNEP).  
2. In 2024, World Environment Day is being hosted by Saudi Arabia, with a focus on land restoraƟon, 

deserƟficaƟon, and drought resilience. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 
 FYI: 

 World Environment Day is led by the United NaƟons Environment Programme (UNEP) and is 
celebrated on June 5 every year to raise awareness about degrading environmental condiƟons 
and to encourage people globally to take posiƟve environmental acƟons, to help create a beƩer 
future. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 In 2024, World Environment Day is being hosted by Saudi Arabia, with a focus on land restoraƟon, 
deserƟficaƟon, and drought resilience. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 People from over 150 naƟons take part in this United NaƟons worldwide day, which honours 
environmental acƟon and the capacity of governments, businesses, and individuals to create a 
more sustainable world. 

 Therefore, opƟon (c) is the correct answer. 
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INDIA’S FIRST BIOSPHERE IN A TIGER RESERVE 

 
India’s First Biosphere in a Tiger Reserve: 
 Recently two environmentalists, Jai Dhar Gupta and Vijay Dhasmana created India's first biosphere in 

a Ɵger reserve, called the Rajaji RaghaƟ Biosphere (RRB) within the Rajaji NaƟonal Park in 
UƩarakhand. 

 The biosphere is a 35-acre private forest iniƟaƟve aimed at idenƟfying and reviving rare and 
endangered species of naƟve trees while protecƟng the area from poachers and mining. 

 The land earmarked for RRB was previously barren and in a state of degradaƟon. 
 They are also developing a second biosphere above the Koyna River in the buffer zone of the Sahyadri 

Tiger Reserve near Pune, Maharashtra, along the Western Ghats. 
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YEAR 2024 MARKS 30 YEARS OF UNCCD 
 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD): 
 It was established in 1994 
 It is the sole legally binding internaƟonal agreement linking environment and development to 

sustainable land management. 
 The ConvenƟon addresses specifically the arid, semi-arid and dry subhumid areas, known as the 

dryland, where some of the most vulnerable ecosystems and peoples can be found 
 The ConvenƟon’s 197 parƟes work together to improve the living condiƟons for people in drylands, 

to maintain and restore land and soil producƟvity, and to miƟgate the effects of drought. 
 The UNCCD is parƟcularly commiƩed to a boƩom-up approach, encouraging the parƟcipaƟon of local 

people in combaƟng deserƟficaƟon and land degradaƟon. 
 The UNCCD secretariat facilitates cooperaƟon between developed and developing countries, 

parƟcularly around knowledge and technology transfer for sustainable land management. 
 The UNCCD collaborates closely with the other two Rio ConvenƟons–The ConvenƟon on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and The United NaƟons Framework ConvenƟon on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
 India for the first Ɵme hosted the 14th session of the Conference of ParƟes (COP-14) of the United 

NaƟons ConvenƟon to Combat DeserƟficaƟon (UNCCD) in September 2019 

Question: 
Q.4  What is/are the importance/importances of the ‘United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification'? (2016) 
1. It aims to promote effecƟve acƟon through innovaƟve naƟonal programmes and supporƟve 

internaƟonal partnerships. 
2. It has a special/parƟcular focus on South Asia and North Africa regions, and its Secretariat facilitates 

the allocaƟon of major porƟon of financial resources to these regions. 
3. It is commiƩed to boƩom-up approach, encouraging the parƟcipaƟon of local people in combaƟng 

the deserƟficaƟon. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (c) 


