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The iCET: 
 It was announced by India and the US in May 2022 and was officially launched in January 2023 and is 

being run by the NaƟonal Security Council of both countries. 
 Under iCET, both countries have idenƟfied six areas of cooperaƟon which would include co-

development and co-producƟon, that would gradually be expanded to QUAD, then to NATO, followed 
by Europe and the rest of the world. 

 Under iCET, India is ready to share its core technologies with the US and expects Washington to do 
the same. 

 It aims to promote collaboraƟon in criƟcal and emerging technology areas, including AI, quantum 
compuƟng, semiconductors, and wireless telecommunicaƟon. 

Focus Areas of the Initiative: 
 AI research agency partnership. 
 Defense industrial cooperaƟon, defense technological cooperaƟon, and defense startups. 
 InnovaƟon Ecosystems. 
 Semiconductor ecosystem development. 
 CooperaƟon on human spaceflight. 
 Advancement in 5G and 6G technologies, and adopƟon of OpenRAN network technology in India 

Question: 
Q.1 With reference to Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET), consider the following 

statements:  
1. Its aim is to expand partnership in critical and emerging technologies between India and the US.  
2. It will help India to find an alternative to the dependence on Russian military technology.  
Select the correct statement using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 
Notes: 
 ExplanaƟon – 
 Statement 1 and 2 are correct. iCET’s aim is to expand partnership in criƟcal and emerging 

technologies between India and the US. It will help India to find an alternaƟve to the dependence on 
Russian military technology because India is looking produce more weapons at home and in 
partnership with the western countries. 
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International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS): 
 Established by the UNCLOS, the internaƟonal Tribunal for the Law of the Sea is an independent 

judicial body that adjudicates disputes arising out of the convenƟon (UNCLOS). 

 
 ITLOS is a mulƟ-governmental establishment formed by the mandate of the 3rd UN Conference on 

the Law of the Sea. 
 It was created by the UN ConvenƟon on the Law of the Sea which was signed at Jamaica on the 10th 

of December 1982. 
 The convenƟon became effecƟve on 16th November 1994 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) Functions: 
 The ConvenƟon establishes a comprehensive legal framework to regulate all ocean space, its uses 

and resources. 
 It works to safeguard the various marine resources and protect the different species 
 It also has provisions related to territorial occupancies of seas, conƟnental shelf, exclusive economic 

zones (EEZ) 
 It also helps to promote and leverage scienƟfic research for the development and transfer of marine 

technology. 

Members of the international Tribunal for the Law of the Sea: 
 The Tribunal is composed of 21 independent members elected by secret ballot by the States ParƟes 

to the ConvenƟon. 
 ITLOS Members are elected for a period of 9 years and may be re-slected. 
 Every 3 years the term of one-third of the members expires 
 Also, there shall be more than 3 members from each geographical group on established by the und 

NaƟons Genemi Asumibly 
 No two members may be naƟonors of the name State and in the Tribunal os o whose in is necessary 

to assure the representaƟon of the principal legal systems at the world and equitable geographical 
distribuƟon 
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International Courts and Climate Change: 
 Vanuatu - an island country in the South Pacific Ocean, recently led a draŌ UN resoluƟon requesƟng 

an advisory opinion from the InternaƟonal Court of JusƟce (ICJ) on state’s legal obligaƟon for climate 
acƟon. 

 The arƟcle however put emphasis to exercise cauƟon while seeking such advisory opinions as these 
may turn out to be doubleedged swords depending on the kind of verdict delivered. 

More about the Draft Resolution: 
 The draŌ resoluƟon requests the ICJ’s opinion on legal obligaƟons of states to ensure the protecƟon 

of the climate system based on a number of global treaƟes and principles of internaƟonal law. 
 These include the UN Charter, the UN climate convenƟon, the Paris Agreement and the UN 

ConvenƟon of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
 It also asks ICJ to lay out legal consequences for the countries that “by their acts and omission” have 

caused significant harm to the climate system. 
 The resoluƟon thus aims to establish the legal avenues for climate jusƟce for present and future 

generaƟons. 
 It was prepared with a broad coaliƟon of 16 countries, including Angola, Bangladesh, Germany, 

Mozambique, New Zealand, Portugal and Vietnam and a number of small island states. 

What was the Need for Draft Resolution? 
 Vanuatu is facing sea level rise and increasingly powerful cyclones that periodically cripple its 

economy and threaten its populaƟon of just over 3 lakh people. 
 As emissions rise and the world remains off track to meet its climate goals, overheaƟng is 

threatening the archipelago’s ecology, livelihoods and infrastructure. 
 Earlier this year, in its updated 2030 climate plan, Vanuatu set out $178 million worth of measures it 

wants to take to respond to loss and damage. 
 For example, including affordable micro-insurance, essenƟal healthcare, relocaƟon of 

communiƟes away from threats. 
 The internaƟonal community has fallen short of delivering concrete soluƟons and acƟng together on 

the issue of climate change. 
 For instance, the recently concluded 27th UN Climate Change Conference (COP-27) failed to 

resolve differences of naƟons on criƟcal issues such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Jurisdiction of ICJ: 
 The ICJ has two types of jurisdicƟons as follows: 
 ContenƟous jurisdicƟon: It refers to resolving legal disputes between consenƟng states and decisions 

given under it are binding. 
 Advisory jurisdicƟon: Under this, the UN General Assembly (UNGA), the Security Council (SC) and 

other specialized bodies of the organizaƟon can request the ICJ for an opinion on a legal quesƟon. 
 The ICJ’s advisory opinions are non-binding, yet they carry normaƟve weight and clarify 

internaƟonal law on a relevant issue. 
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 Thus, ICJ’s advisory opinion on climate change could be a powerful way of driving countries globally 
to take stronger climate acƟon. 

 It will also strengthen vulnerable countries’ posiƟon in internaƟonal negoƟaƟons and come handy 
in climate-related liƟgaƟon at the naƟonal level. 

What are the Other Advisory Options Sought? 
 The Commission of Small Island States on Climate Change and InternaƟonal Law (COSIS), comprising 

countries like AnƟgua and Barbuda and Tuvalu, has also sought the advisory opinion of the 
InternaƟonal Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS). 

 ITLOS is a Hamburg-based self-governing judicial body established by the 1982 UNCLOS. 
 ITLOS has been requested to determine the specific obligaƟons of the countries under UNCLOS about 

prevenƟng, controlling, and reducing polluƟon of the marine environment. 
 This is because the challenges of ocean warming, sea level rise and ocean acidificaƟon are all 

linked to the marine environment. 

Conclusion: 
 As part of a mulƟ-pronged approach to save planet, the role of internaƟonal courts should be 

welcomed. Developed countries and groupings like the G-20 should also support these laudable 
iniƟaƟves of the SID states. 

 Environment and climate sustainability being important themes of G-20, India, as its president, 
should take a lead given its relentless emphasis on LiFE (developing environment-friendly lifestyle) 
campaign. 
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ON SPECIAL CATEGORY STATUS FOR ANDHRA 

 
 Special Category Status(SCS) is a classificaƟon given by Centre to assist in the development of those 

states that face geographical and socio-economic disadvantage. 
 History of IntroducƟon and Aim- SCS mechanism was introduced in 1969, on the recommendaƟon of 

the FiŌh Finance Commission of India. It was based on the Gadgil formula. The mechanism of SCS 
was developed to assist certain states in their development and fast-tracking growth, if they faced 
historical economic or geographical disadvantages. 

Factors considered for according SCS (According to Gadgil Formula): 
a. Difficult and hilly terrain 
b. Low populaƟon density and/ or a sizable tribal populaƟon 
c. Strategic locaƟon along borders 
d. Economic and infrastructural backwardness 
e. Non-viable nature of state finances 
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 The 14th Finance Commission has done away with the ‘special category status‘ for states, except for 
the Northeastern and three hill states. According to the 14th Finance Commission, the resource gap 
of the states should be filled by increasing the devoluƟon of tax to 42% from the exisƟng 32%. 

 This includes the Assam, Nagaland, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tripura, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, UƩarakhand and Telangana. What are the reasons behind Andhra 
Pradesh’s and Bihar’s Demand for Special Category Status? 

Andhra Pradesh Special Category Status Demand: 
1. BifurcaƟon of Andhra Pradesh to create Telangana- Andhra Pradesh had to suffer a loss of revenue 

and the loss of developed capital around Hyderabad due to AP ReorganisaƟon Act, 2014. 
2. Increased debt level of Andhra Pradesh- The debt of the residuary state of Andhra Pradesh, which 

was Rs 97,000 crore at the Ɵme of bifurcaƟon, has reached Rs 2,58,928 crore by 2018-19. 
3. Reduced Post-devoluƟon revenue deficit- The 14th Finance Commission had esƟmated that post-

devoluƟon revenue deficit for AP for the five-year period 2015-20 would be Rs 22,113 crore. However, 
the actual post-devoluƟon revenue deficit has been Rs 66,362 crore. 

4. Unjust and inequitable DistribuƟon- The successor state of Andhra Pradesh has inherited nearly 59% 
of the populaƟon, debt, and liabiliƟes of the original state, but only 47% of its revenues. 

Bihar Special Category Status Demand: 
1. Economic Backwardness- About one-third of Bihar’s populaƟon lives in poverty. The state has a low 

per-capita GDP of around ₹54,000, marking it as one of India’s poorest states. 
2. Impact of BifurcaƟon- Bihar’s bifurcaƟon led to industrial decline, with many industries moving to 

Jharkhand, resulƟng in fewer employment opportuniƟes. 
3. Natural Challenges- The state faces regular floods in the north and droughts in the south, impacƟng 

agriculture and livelihoods. 
4. Need for Welfare Funding- Bihar’s Chief Minister highlighted the need for SCS to secure 

approximately ₹2.5 lakh crore for various welfare measures over five years. 
5. Lack of Resources- Bihar argues its lack of natural resources and conƟnuous water supply for irrigaƟon 

contributes to its underdevelopment. 

What are the benefits associated with the special category status? 
 Special category status provides significant financial and tax benefits to the recipient states from the 

central government. This aims to aid their development, to overcome their geographical and socio-
economic disadvantages. 

1. Higher grants-in-aid- Higher grant-in-aid provided to the state government of the special category 
states from the Centre. For ex- Per capita grants to Special Category States is Rs 5,573 crore per year, 
whereas Andhra Pradesh (AP) which is pushing for SCS receives only Rs 3,428 crore. 

2. Enhanced Central Funding- In the Special Category States, the Central government funds 90% of the 
Centrally sponsored scheme, compared to 70% in non-SCS states. The unspent money in a financial 
year does not lapse and is carried forward. 
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3. Tax ExempƟons and incenƟves- The SCS states enjoy special industrial incenƟves such as Income-tax 
exempƟons, custom duty waivers, reduced excise duty, corporate tax exempƟon for a certain period, 
concessions and exempƟons relaƟng to GST, and lower state and central taxes. 

4. Improvement of employment opportuniƟes- Special incenƟves to the special category states provide 
resources which are vital for the rapid industrializaƟon of the primarily agrarian state. It also leads to 
improved employment opportuniƟes for the youth and overall development of the state. 

5. Investment in infrastructure- GranƟng of SCS encourages investments in specialty hospitals, five-star 
hotels, manufacturing industries, high-value service industries such as IT, and premier insƟtuƟons of 
higher educaƟon and research. 

What are the Concerns with Special State Status? 
 The 14th finance commission had opposed the conƟnuaƟon of special state status on the following 

grounds. 
1. Increased Burden on Central Finances- Provision of addiƟonal funds, tax concessions and other 

benefits to SCS states puts a significant financial burden on the central government’s budget. This 
also leads to concerns about fiscal sustainability. 

2. Inequitable DistribuƟon of Resources- AllocaƟon of Special Category Status to some states while 
denying it to other states can lead to an inequitable distribuƟon of resources. 

3. Increase in Dependency and ReducƟon of Accountability- There are concerns that the SCS states may 
become overly dependent on central assistance. This also reduces their incenƟve to mobilize their 
own resources and hinder the development of a self-sustaining economy. 

4. Permanent conƟnuaƟon of temporary SCS Status- Some states which had received SCS only for a 
temporary period have conƟnued to enjoyed it for decades. There is lack of periodic impact 
assessment and re-evaluaƟon. 

5. Lack of ConsƟtuƟonal Basis- SCS lacks a clear consƟtuƟonal or legal foundaƟon. It is granted by the 
administraƟve decision of the NaƟonal Development Council or the central government, making it 
vulnerable to changes. 

What Should be the Way Forward? 
1. Reassessment Criteria for SCS- There is a need to revisit the criteria for SCS. It can be expanded to 

consider the revenue deficit. 
2. AlternaƟve Funding Models: Following the Raghuram Rajan CommiƩee’s suggesƟon, w must explore 

new funding models based on a mulƟ-dimensional index. 
3. Increased DevoluƟon by Finance Commission- There must be an increase in the devoluƟon by the 

finance commission to address the poverty alleviaƟon, focused aid for disaster management and 
agriculture, and policies that aƩract new industries and create job opportuniƟes. 

Question: 
Q.2  Special Category Status is the right of Andhra Pradesh that no one could deny.’ Do you agree with 

the statement? What are the criteria involved and assistance received by Special Category Status 
(SCS) States? (GS-2) (250w/15m) 
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UNDERSTAND THE INDIAN OCEAN AND YOU’LL UNDERSTAND MUCH ABOUT EARTH 
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