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PROTEM SPEAKER NEW COLD WAR 

 
 
About Pro-tem Speaker: 
 Pro-tem is a La n phrase which translates to 'for the me being' in English, and so the pro-tem 

speaker is a temporary speaker appointed for a limited period of me to conduct the work in Lok 
Sabha or in state legislatures. 

 A Pro-tem speaker is chosen for the conduct of the house when the Lok Sabha and legisla ve 
assemblies have been elected and the vote for the speaker and deputy speaker has not taken place. 

 The Cons tu on does not expressly use the term ‘Pro-tem Speaker’. 
 The office of the pro tem speaker ceases to exist a er the new Speaker of the House is chosen. 
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Who selects the Pro-tem Speaker? 
 The Speaker Pro-tem is appointed by the President of India/Governor. 
 The President/Governor administers the oath of office to the pro-tem Speaker. 
 As per conven on, a senior most member will be appointed as the pro tem speaker with the 

agreement of assembly members, who then carry on the ac vi es un l the permanent speaker is 
chosen.  

Duties: 
 Presiding over the first si ng of the Lok Sabha/ State Legisla ve Assemblies. 
 Administering the oath of office to the newly elected MPs/MLAs. 
 Conduc ng the floor test to prove the government’s majority. 
 Holding the vote to elect the speaker and deputy speaker 

Question: 
Q.1  Consider the following statements about Speaker Pro Tem. 

1.  The President appoints a member of the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem. 
2.  The constitution mentions oath to the office of Speaker Pro Tem. 
3.  The Speaker Pro Tem has limited powers to that of the Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 are INCORRECT. 
Key Points 
 Pro-tem speaker is the temporary speaker who presides over the first mee ng of the Lower House of 

Parliament a er the general elec ons besides presiding over the si ng in which the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker are elected if it is a newly cons tuted House. 

 As provided by the Cons tu on, the Speaker of the last Lok Sabha vacates his office immediately 
before the first mee ng of the newly-elected Lok Sabha.  

 Therefore, the President appoints a member of the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem. Usually, the 
senior-most member is selected for this. Hence, Statement 1 is correct. 

 The cons tu on men ons no oath to the office of Speaker Pro Tem. Hence, Statement 2 is NOT 
correct.  

 The President himself administers oath to the Speaker Pro Tem. 
 The Speaker Pro Tem has all the powers of the Speaker. Hence, Statement 3 is NOT correct. 
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A MANDATE FOR A NEW ECONOMIC APPROACH-PRESSURE  
POINTS IN INDIAN ECONOMY 

 

 
The Cold War: 
 It was a period of geopoli cal tension between the United States and the Soviet Union and their 

respec ve allies, the Western Bloc and the Eastern Bloc, which began following World War II. 
 The Cold War never escalated to the point of direct confronta on between the US and the USSR. In 

fact, aside from the nuclear arms race. 
 Thus, the struggle for world dominance was primarily waged through propaganda campaigns, 

espionage, proxy wars, athle c rivalry at the Olympics, and the Space Race. 
 The Cold War ended in 1991, a er the collapse and dissolu on of the Soviet Union. 

Why was it called the ‘Cold’ War? 
 It was called the Cold War for the following reasons: 

 First of all, neither the Soviet Union nor the United States officially declared war on the other. In 
fact, there was never any direct large-scale figh ng between the two superpowers. 
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 The war was only waged through indirect conflict. The US and USSR supported regional conflicts 
in their own interests, known as proxy wars. 

 It describes the ‘chilly’ rela onship between the two Second World War allies. 

Formation of Alliances: 
 The western alliance was 

formalised into an 
organisa on, the North 
Atlan c Treaty 
Organisa on (NATO), 
which came into existence 
in April 1949. 

 It was an associa on of 
twelve states which 
declared that armed 
a ack on any one of 
them in Europe or 
North America would 
be regarded as an 
a ack on all of them. 

 Each of these states 
would be obliged to 
help the other. 

 While, the eastern alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was led by the Soviet Union. 
 It was created in 1955 and its principal func on was to counter NATO’s forces in Europe. 
 Gray zone conflicts, unlike conven onal conflicts, primarily rely on nonmilitary capacity. 
 This contrasts with the Cold War era when the geopoli cal standoff centered on the balance of power 

between militaries to shape the global security architecture 

Mains Question (Homework): 
Q.2  The Cold War was more of an ideological war, which had its impact in the succeeding years as well. 

Elaborate with examples (250 words/15 marks) 
Approach: 

1  Introduction: What was cold war and give a brief timeline about coldwar 
2  Body: Mention the causes of cold war,mainly ideological differences and others.Mention its impact 

in the succeeding years 
3  Conclusion: Write a conclusion discussing the impact on major geo-political events leading to the 

end of the cold war. 
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A MANDATE FOR A NEW ECONOMIC APPROACH 
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A PROGRESSIVE INDIAN POLICY ON MYANMAR OUTLINED 
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