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CREATE THE SPACE FOR GOVERNANCE WITH A GREEN HEART 

 
 

What is EIA: 
 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a tool used to iden fy the environmental, social and 

economic impacts of a project prior to decisionmaking. 
 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process of evalua ng the likely environmental impacts 

of a proposed project or development, taking into account inter-related socioeconomic, cultural and 
human-health impacts, both beneficial and adverse. 
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 Environment Impact Assessment in India is statutorily backed by the Environment Protec on Act, 
1986 which contains various provisions on EIA methodology and process. ◦Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) is an important management tool for ensuring op mal use of natural resources for 
sustainable development. 

 It covers developmental sectors such as industries, thermal power projects, mining schemes etc. 

EIA Notification, 2006: 
 Objec ves: The objec ves of EIA No fica on, 2006 inter alia include: 

 To formulate a transparent, decentralized and efficient regulatory mechanism to integrate 
environmental concerns into the developmental process with a view to facilita ng sustainable 
development. 

 To ensure incorpora on of necessary environmental safeguards at planning stage in the project 
cycle, so as to ensure minimal impact on different components of the environment. 

 To ensure involvement of stakeholders in the public consulta on process through public hearing 
and to ascertain the views of the public on the proposed project or ac vity. 

Salient Features: The salient features of EIA Notification, 2006 inter alia include: 
 The EIA No fica on, 2006 has categorized the projects into two categories namely; Category ‘A’ and 

Category ‘B’ based on their impact poten al. 
 Category A projects require mandatory environmental clearance and thus they do not undergo the 

screening process. 
 Category B projects undergoes screening process and they are classified into two types. 

 Category B1 projects (Mandatorily requires EIA). 
 Category B2 projects (Do not require EIA). 

 Thus, Category A projects and Category B, projects undergo the complete EIA process whereas 
Category B2 projects are excluded from complete EIA process. 

 The stage of scoping for prescribing terms of reference by the Regulatory Agency for the EIA studies 
has been incorporated in accordance with the Interna onal prac ce. It is expected to improve the 
quality of EIA thereby improving the quality of decision making and minimizing the delays. 

 The public consulta on process has been made more structured. It has two components i.e. 
comments through correspondence and by public hearing at site. Provision to videograph the 
proceedings of the public hearing has been made. 

 NOCs (No-Objec on Cer ficates) from other regulatory agencies such as SPCB etc. are not a 
prerequisite for considering applica on for environmental clearance. 

Stages of Environmental Clearance:  
 The environmental clearance process comprises of four stages, namely, Stage Screening Stage: 

Screening refers scru ny of category ‘B’ projects seeking prior environmental clearance made in 
Form-1 by the concerned State Level Expert Appraisal Commi ee for determining whether or not the 
project requires further environmental studies for prepara on of EIA for its appraisal depending upon 
the nature and loca on specificity of the project. 

 Scoping Stage: What effects could this project have on the environment? Which of these effects are 
likely to be significant and therefore need par cular a en on in the environmental studies? Which 
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alterna ves and mi ga on measures ought to be considered in developing the proposal for the 
project. 

 Public Consulta on stage: To ascertain views of local persons. Outcome of public consulta on, which 
is not a decision making process, to be included in EIA and addressed. 

 Appraisal stage: Appraisal means the detailed scru ny by the Expert Appraisal Commi ee or State 
Level Expert Appraisal Commi ee of the applica on and other documents submi ed by the applicant 
for grant of environmental clearance. 

Stakeholders in the EIA Process: 
 Those who propose the project 
 The environmental consultant who prepare EIA on behalf of project proponent 
 Pollu on Control Board (State or Na onal) 
 Public has the right to express their opinion 
 The Impact Assessment Agency 
 Regional centre of the MoEFCC 

Advantages of EIA: 
 By using EIA both environmental and economic benefits can be achieved, such as: 

 Reduced cost and me of project implementa on and design, 
 Avoided treatment/clean-up costs and impacts of laws and regula ons. 
 Lays base for environmentally sound projects; 
 Greater awareness of environmental legisla on; 
 Protec on of Environment 
 Op mum u liza on of resources(balance between development and Environmental protec on) 
 Informs decision makers 
 EIA reports are a cri cal component of India’s environmental decision-making process 
 It acts as a detailed study of the poten al impacts of proposed projects. 
 It helps in predic ng environmental impacts at an early stage in project planning and design. 
 Based on these reports, the Environment Ministry or other relevant regulatory bodies may or may 

not grant approval to a project. 
 The EIA reports are also important to define measures that the project could take in order to 

contain or offset project impacts. 
 EIA-based approvals for most projects also involve the process of conduc ng public hearings, so 

that who are likely to be affected can be taken on board before approving the project. 
 EIA links environment with development. 
 The goal is to ensure environmentally safe and sustainable development. 

Limitations of EIA: 
 Time-consuming 
 Li le public par cipa on in actual implementa on 
 Some mes too focused on the scien fic analysis 
 Compliance monitoring a er EIA is seldom carried out 
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 Impact assessment processes are in place and applied in many countries, yet biodiversity is o en 
inadequately addressed. 

 There is a growing recogni on of the need to be er reflect biodiversity considera ons in 
environmental impact assessments and strategic environmental assessments. 

 
Question: 
Q.1  Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is aimed to help (UPSC ESE 2019 Paper - 1) 

(a) Es mate future needs of the society 
(b) Smooth implementa on of a project 
(c) Cope with rapid increase in popula on 
(d) Resource conserva on 

Answer: (d) 
 
Home Work: 
Q.2 Do you think that even after years of implementation, the result of the environmental impact 

assessment has not been encouraging? Critically examine. (10M, 150W)  
Model Answer 
Approach: 
 Introduc on: Introduce by defining environmental impact assessment. Give a brief descrip on of the 

evolu on of EIA in India.  
 Body: 

 Heading 1: Success of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): 
 Heading 2: Shortcomings in its Implementa on: 

 Conclusion: Suggest a way forward. 
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INDIA AMONG A SELECT FEW COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NOT CONDUCTED THE CENSUS 
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Census: 
 A popula on Census is the process of collec ng, compiling, analyzing and dissemina ng 

demographic, social, cultural and economic data rela ng to all persons in the country, at a par cular 
me in ten years interval. 

 India is recognised for its 'Unity in diversity' and the Census gives the ci zens a chance to study this 
diversity and associated facets of their na on through its society, demography, economics, 
anthropology, sociology, sta s cs, etc. 

Historical Background: 
 The earliest literature ‘Rig Veda’ reveals that some kind of popula on count was maintained during 

800-600 BC. 
 Kau lya’s Arthasastra (wri en around 321-296 BC) laid stress on Census taking as a measure of State 

policy for purpose of taxa on. 
 During the regime of Mughal king Akbar, the administra ve report ‘Aine-Akbari’ included 

comprehensive data pertaining to popula on, industry, wealth and many other characteris cs. 
 The first Census was conducted in India in 1872 (although nonsynchronously in different parts) during 

the reign of Governor-General Lord Mayo. The first complete synchronous Census was conducted in 
1881. 

 With a history of more than 130 years, it has proved to be a reliable exercise that is conducted every 
10 years. 

 Census-2021 was to be the 16th such exercise since incep on and 8th since independence. 

Authority Involved: 
 The Government of India in May 1949 decided to ini ate steps for developing the systema c 

collec on of sta s cs on the size of the popula on, its growth, etc. 
 For this purpose, it established an organisa on viz. Office of the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner under Ministry of Home Affairs (which is responsible for conduc ng the decennial 
Census). 

 Later, this office was also entrusted with the responsibility of implementa on of Registra on of Births 
and Deaths Act, 1969 in the country. 

Importance of Census: 
 Comprehensive Source of Data: Census is a data collec on exercise. It gathers knowledge about the 

demographic dividend of the na on which is vital for many purposes. 
 Various surveys like health survey, educa on survey, agriculture survey, etc. are based on this 

comprehensive data. 
 Decision-making: Census is significant for any country for evidence-based decision making. 

 The data collected through the Census is used for administra on, governance, planning and 
policy-making as well as management and evalua on of various programmes run or to be 
introduced by the Government, NGOs, researchers, commercial and private enterprises, etc. 

 Policy-making: Census is responsible for taking the collected informa on “from a dwelling unit to the 
delivery unit”. It will boost coherence policy-making and scien fic planning, resul ng in op misa on 
of resources. 
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 To scholars and researchers in demography, economics, anthropology, and many other disciplines, 
the Indian Census has been a fascina ng source of data. 

 The collected data from the Census is available to grassroots administra ve authori es of a 
par cular region in order to take appropriate developmental tasks. 

 It helps in effec ve targe ng and be er delivery of government programmes to the most 
downtrodden sec ons of the society. 

 Demarca on: Census data is also used for the demarca on of cons tuencies and alloca on of 
representa on to the Parliament, State Legisla ve Assemblies and local bodies. 

 Giving Grants: Finance Commission gives grants to the states on the basis of popula on figures 
available from the Census data. 

Census in India is the largest single source of a variety of statistical information on different characteristics 
of the people of India. It is a sacred democratic exercise. To follow an integrated approach should be the aim 
of all involved stakeholders in order to conduct this exercise in a hassle-free manner. 
 
Question: 
Q.3  Consider the following statements:  

1. Population data are collected through Census operation held every 10 years in India.  
2. First complete population Census was conducted only in 1872.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A  
Notes: 

Explanation:  
 Popula on data are collected through Census opera on held every 10 years in our country. The first 

popula on Census in India was conducted in 1872 but its first complete Census was conducted only 
in 1881. 

 Source: NCERT – People & Economy 
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WHAT ARE THE DUTIES OF A SPEAKER? 
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Question: 
Q.4 With reference to Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, consider the following statements: (2022) 

1. As per the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, the elec on of Deputy Speaker 
shall be held on such date as the Speaker may fix. 

2. There is a mandatory provision that the elec on of a candidate as Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha shall 
be from either the principal opposi on party or the ruling party. 

3. The Deputy Speaker has the same power as of the Speaker when presiding over the si ng of the 
House and no appeal lies against his rulings. 

4. The well-established parliamentary prac ce regarding the appointment of Deputy Speaker is that the 
mo on is moved by the Speaker and duly seconded by the Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 3 and 4 only  
(d) 2 and 4 only 

Answer: (b) 
 
Constitutional Provisions Related to Speaker/Deputy Speaker: 
 Ar cle 93/178: Appointment of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha/ Legisla ve 

Assembly. 
 Ar cle 94/179: Vaca on/resigna on/removal from the offices of Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the 

Lok Sabha/Legisla ve Assembly. 
 Ar cle 95/180: Power of the Deputy Speaker or other person(s) to perform the du es of the office 

of or to act as the Speaker of the Lok Sabha/Legisla ve Assembly. 
 Ar cle 96/181: The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker not to preside while a resolu on for his removal 

from office is under considera on. 
 Ar cle 97/186: Salaries and allowances of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker. 

Judicial Provisions Related to Speaker/Deputy Speaker: 
 In Kihoto Hollohan versus Zachilhu case, 1993, the Supreme Court declared that the decision of the 

presiding officer is not final and can be ques oned in any court. It is subject to judicial review on the 
grounds of malafide, perversity, etc. 

 Supreme Court in Keisham Meghachandra Singh vs The Hon’ble Speaker Manipur Legisla ve 
Assembly & Ors Case, 2020, ruled that Speakers of assemblies and the Parliament must decide 
disqualifica on pleas within a period of three months except in extraordinary circumstances. 

 In Nabam Rebia vs Deputy Speaker Case, 2016, the SC held that a speaker will be disabled from 
deciding disqualifica on pe ons under the an -defec on law (10th schedule of the cons tu on) if 
a no ce for their removal is pending. 

 In other words, this judgement stopped a Speaker facing removal no ce from deciding 
disqualifica on pleas against members of legislatures under an -defec on law. 
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 Also, in 2023, the Supreme Court in Subhash Desai v Principal Secretary, Governor of Maharashtra 
Case, 2023, directed the Maharashtra Assembly Speaker, to set a meline for deciding pleas for the 
disqualifica on of MLAs. 

What are the Key Facts About the Speaker in India? 
 About: 

 The Speaker is the cons tu onal and ceremonial head of the House. 
 Each House of Parliament has its own presiding officer. 
 There is a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker for the Lok Sabha and a Chairman and a Deputy 

Chairman for the Rajya Sabha. 
 The Speaker is assisted by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha and senior officers of the 

Secretariat on parliamentary ac vi es, prac ce and procedure. 
 In the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker discharges the func ons. 

• A member from the panel of Chairmen presides over the House in the absence of both the 
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker. However, member of the panel of chairpersons cannot 
preside over the house, when the office of the Speaker or the deputy speaker is vacant. 

 Elec on: 
 The House elects its presiding officer by a simple majority of members present, who vote in the 

House. 
 Usually, a member belonging to the ruling party is elected as speaker whereas deputy speaker is 

elected from opposi on party . 
• There are also instances when members not belonging to the ruling party were elected to the 

office of the Speaker. 
• GMC Balayogi and Manohar Joshi belonging to the non-ruling party served as the Speaker in 

the 12th and 13th Lok Sabha. 
 When the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Speaker remains in his office ll the first mee ng of the new 

assembly when the new speaker is elected. 
 Removal: 

 The Cons tu on has given the Lower House authority to remove the Speaker if needed. 
• The House can remove the Speaker through a resolu on with no ce of 14 days, passed by an 

effec ve majority (more than 50% of the effec ve strength (total strength-vacancies) of the 
house present and vo ng) as per Ar cles 94 of the Indian Cons tu on. 

 The Speaker can also be removed on ge ng disqualified from being a Lok Sabha member under 
sec ons 7 and 8 of the Representa on of the People Act, 1951. 

 A speaker can also give his resigna on to a Deputy Speaker 
 Sources of Power and Du es: 

 The Speaker of the Lok Sabha derives his powers and du es from three sources: 
• Cons tu on of India, 
• Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of Lok Sabha, 
• Parliamentary Conven ons (residuary powers that are unwri en or unspecified in the rules) 
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HOW IS METHANOL PROCURED AND USED AS LIQUOR? 
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