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TEESTA RIVER ISSUE 
 

 
 
TEESTA RIVER: 
 Teesta River, a tributary of the Brahmaputra River flowing 

through India and Bangladesh.  
 It rises in Sikkim, flows to the south and turns southeast to run 

through the plains of West Bengal.  
 Originally, the river con nued southward to empty directly 

into the Ganga River.  
 About 1787, however, the river changed its course to flow 

eastward, crossing the Rangpur region of Bangladesh to join 
the Brahmaputra. 

 Tributaries: Rongli, Reshi, Rangpo, Rangeet, Relli, and Riyang 
 
CHALLENGES FACED BY TEESTA: 
 Flash floods occur during monsoon season. The flow reduces significantly in dry season. 
 The river’s flow has been significantly reduced due to the construc on of several dams and barrages 

on its upstream reaches. 
 The dispute began soon a er the construc on of the Teesta Barrage at Gajaldoba in Jalpaiguri in 1975. 
 The barrage was built to divert water from Teesta through canals on either bank of the river.  
 Bangladesh raised concerns. 
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THE LONG-AWAITED TEESTA DEAL : 
 1983 ad-hoc agreement: India and Bangladesh were allocated 39% and 36% of water, respec vely, 

while the remaining 25% was earmarked for the environment. Extended un l 1987, but both 
countries were unable to arrive at a formal treaty.  

 During the Dhaka visit of Manmohan Singh, in 2011, the signing of a water-sharing agreement 
regarding the Teesta River was an cipated. However, the signing was abruptly called off at the last 
minute due to opposi on from Mamata Banerjee. (Paradiplomacy) 
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GANGA WATER TREATY (FARAKKA TREATY) 
 India and Bangladesh signed the Ganga Water Treaty in 1996. The 30-year treaty is due to expire in 

2026. 
 Prime Minister announced on Saturday that India and Bangladesh will begin technical-level talks for 

the renewal of the 1996 treaty. 
 In 1975, the Farakka barrage was constructed to flush out the silt of Bhagirathi Hoogly river to 

ensure smooth opera onaliza on of Kolkata port. 
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RIGHT TO PROTECTION FROM CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS AS  
PART OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

 
 Right to protec on from climate change impacts as part of the fundamental rights to life (Ar cle 

21) and equality (Ar cle 14). 
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NITI AAYOG'S MEGA PROJECT ON GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND 
 

 
THE GIST: 
 In March, 2021, NITI Aayog unveiled a 72,000 crore plan called 'Holis c Development of Great 

Nicobar Island at Andaman and Nicobar Islands'. 
 The project requires the diversion of about 130 sq.km of Forest Land and felling of 10 lakhs trees. 
 Also, the Indian government deno fied two wildlife sanctuaries —the Galathea Bay wildlife 

sanctuary and the Megapode Wildlife Sanctuary - to make way for the project. 
 Recently, the Congress party demanded an "immediate suspension" of all clearances granted to NITI 

Aayog's mega project on Great Nicobar island in light of "viola ons of due process”, legal and 
cons tu onal provisions protec ng tribal communi es, and the project's dispropor onate ecological 
and human cost. 

 
The Island of Great Nicobar: 
 It is hilly and covered with lush rainforests  
 Numerous endangered and endemic species including the giant leatherback turtle, the Nicobar 

megapode, the Great Nicobar crake, the Nicobar crab-ea ng macaque, and the Nicobar tree shrew. 
 910 sq km with mangroves and Pandan forests along its coast 
 The island is home to two tribal communi es - the Shompen and the Nicobarese.  
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What is the NITI Aayog project? 
 The proposed port The transshipment terminal will allow Great Nicobar to par cipate in the regional 

and global mari me economy by becoming a major player in cargo transshipment.  
 The proposed airport will support the growth and enable Great Nicobar Island to a ract 

interna onal and na onal visitors to experience the outstanding natural environment and 
par cipate in sustainable tourism ac vity. 

 
Why is there opposi on? 
The mega project has been heavily cri cised for its ecological costs and for poten al viola ons of tribal rights. 
 The project requires the diversion of about 130 sq.km of Forest Land and felling of 10 lakhs trees. 
 Also, the Indian government deno fied two wildlife sanctuaries —the Galathea Bay wildlife 

sanctuary and the Megapode Wildlife Sanctuary - to make way for the project. 
 Galathea Bay, where transshipment terminal is being build, one of the world's largest nes ng sites 

for the giant leatherback turtle. 
 Both this species and the Nicobar megapode are listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protec on Act), 

1972 - the highest level of protec on for wild animals under Indian law. 
 In November 2022, the Tribal Council of Great Nicobar and Li le Nicobar withdrew the no-objec on 

cer ficate (NOC). 
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 Some of the land classified as "uninhabited" in NITI Aayog's plan is also part of the Great Nicobarese 
ancestral land.  

 Since their post-tsunami rese lement, they have repeatedly sought to return to these lands. Today, 
the mega project also stands in the way of their demands to return. 

 Since the Shompen have had li le contact with the outside world, they haven't yet developed 
immunity to infec ous diseases that affect India's general popula on.  

 Researchers who work on disaster management have also raised concerns that proponents of the 
mega project have failed to adequately assess earthquake risk. 

 The Andaman and Nicobar archipelago is located in the "ring of fire": a seismically ac ve region that 
experiences several earthquakes throughout the year. 
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BRAHMOS MISSILE 
BrahMos Missile: 
 An Indo-Russian joint venture, has a range of 290 km and is the fastest cruise missile in the world 

with a top speed of Mach 2.8 (nearly three mes the speed of sound). 
 BrahMos is named for the rivers Brahmaputra and Moskva. 
 It is a two-stage (solid propellant engine in the first stage and liquid in second) missile. 
 It is a mul pla orm missile i.e., it can be launched from land, air, and sea. 
 It operates on the "Fire and Forgets" principle i.e it does not require further guidance a er launch. 
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