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AGONY STILL IN MANIPUR, A YEAR LATER 

 
What To note Down ? 
 The emergency provisions are contained in Part XVIII of the ConsƟtuƟon of India, from ArƟcle 352 to 

360. These provisions enable the Central government to meet any abnormal situaƟon effecƟvely. 
 The raƟonality behind the incorporaƟon is to safeguard the sovereignty, unity, integrity and security 

of the country, the democraƟc poliƟcal system and the ConsƟtuƟon.  
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 The ConsƟtuƟon sƟpulates three types of emergencies: 
 NaƟonal Emergency  
 ConsƟtuƟonal Emergency  
 Financial Emergency 

President’s Rule: 
 ArƟcle 355 imposes a duty on the centre to ensure that the government of every state is carried on 

in accordance with the provisions of the consƟtuƟon. 
 It is this duty in the performance of which the centre takes over the government of a state under 

ArƟcle 356 in case of failure of consƟtuƟonal machinery in a state. 
 This is popularly known as ‘President’s Rule’. 
 Grounds of imposiƟon: the president’s ruler can be proclaimed under ArƟcle 356 on two grounds: 
 ArƟcle 356 empowers the President to issue a proclamaƟon if he is saƟsfied that a situaƟon has arisen 

in which the government of a state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the 
consƟtuƟon. 

 ArƟcle 365 says that whenever a state fails to comply with or to give effect to any direcƟon from the 
centre, it will be lawful for the President to hold that a situaƟon has arisen in which the government 
of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the consƟtuƟon. 

Parliamentary approval and duration: 
 A proclamaƟon imposing president’s rule must be approved by both the houses of parliament within 

two months from the date of its issue. 
 However, if the proclamaƟon of President’s rule is issued at a Ɵme when the Lok Sabha has been 

dissolved or the dissoluƟon of the Lok Sabha takes place during the period of two months without 
approving the proclamaƟon, then the proclamaƟon survives unƟl 30 days from the first siƫng of the 
Lok Sabha aŌer its reconsƟtuƟon, provided that the Rajya Sabha approves it in the meanƟme 

Consequences of the President’s rule: 
 The President acquires the following extraordinary powers when the President’s rule is imposed in a 

state: 
 He can take up the funcƟons of the state government and powers vested in the governor or any other 

execuƟve authority in the state. 
 He can declare that the powers of the state legislature are to be exercised by the parliament. 
 He can take all other necessary steps including the suspension of the consƟtuƟonal provisions relaƟng 

to any body or authority in the state. 

Scope of Judicial Review: 
 The 38th Amendment act of 1975 made the saƟsfacƟon of the President in invoking ArƟcle 356 final 

and conclusive which would not be challenged in any court on any ground. 
 But, this provision was subsequently deleted by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 implying that the 

saƟsfacƟon of the President is not beyond judicial review. 
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Subjective Question for Practice: 
Q.1  What are the circumstances under which President’s rule can be imposed in a state? Has the 

executive misused these provisions of late? Critically examine.  (150 w/10m) 
 
 



 

 
53/1, Upper Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 110060 

www.tathastuics.com                                  9560300770, 9560300554                   enquiry@tathastuics.com 

Objective Question: 
Q.2  Consider the following statements: 

1.  The President's Rule can be proclaimed under Article 356 on two grounds - one mentioned in Article 
356 itself and another in Article 365. 

2.  A proclamation imposing President's Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament 
within one month from the date of its issue. 

3.  The President either suspends or dissolves the state legislative assembly. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 

 
Answer: The correct answer is 1 and 3 only. 
Key Points 
 President's Rule: 

 Grounds of ImposiƟon: 
 ArƟcle 356 empowers the President to issue a proclamaƟon if he is saƟsfied that a situaƟon 

has arisen in which the government of a state cannot be carried on in accordance with the 
provisions of the ConsƟtuƟon. Notably, the president can act either on a report of the 
governor of the state or otherwise too (i.e., even without the governor's report). 

 ArƟcle 365 says that whenever a state fails to comply with or to give effect to any direcƟon 
from the Centre, it will be lawful for the president to hold that a situaƟon has arisen in which 
the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the 
ConsƟtuƟon. 

 Hence statement 1 is correct. 
 Parliamentary Approval and DuraƟon: 

 A proclamaƟon imposing President's Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament 
within two months from the date of its issue. Hence, Statement 2 is not correct. 

 However, if the proclamaƟon of President's Rule is issued at a Ɵme when the Lok Sabha has 
been dissolved or the dissoluƟon of the Lok Sabha takes place during the period of two 
months without approving the proclamaƟon, then the proclamaƟon survives unƟl 30 days 
from the first siƫng of the Lok Sabha aŌer its reconsƟtuƟon, provided the Rajya Sabha 
approves it in the meanƟme. 

 If approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the President's Rule conƟnues for six months. 
 It can be extended for a maximum period of three years with the approval of the Parliament, 

every six months. 
 Consequences of President's Rule: 

 S/He can take up the funcƟons of the state government and powers vested in the governor or 
any other execuƟve authority in the state.  

 S/He can declare that the powers of the state legislature are to be exercised by the Parliament.  
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 S/He can take all other necessary steps including the suspension of the consƟtuƟonal 
provisions relaƟng to anybody or authority in the state. 

 The President either suspends or dissolves the state legislaƟve assembly. In case of dissoluƟon, fresh 
elecƟons are held for consƟtuƟng a new legislaƟve assembly in the state. 

 Hence statement 3 is correct. 
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AGNIPATH SCHEME-WILL IT BE REVAMPED? 

 
Question: 
Q.3   Consider the following statements with respect to the Agnipath Scheme:  

1. It is aimed at recruiting young individuals for direct entry into the officer cadre of the military.  
2. All recruits are hired only for a four-year period.  
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
Notes: Explanation : 
 Statement 1 is incorrect. The Agnipath Scheme is aimed at recruiƟng young individuals as soldiers, 

airmen, and sailors (personnel below the officer rank) in the Indian Armed Forces, not for direct entry 
into the officer cadre. 

 Statement 2 is correct. Under the Agnipath Scheme, recruits, known as Agniveers, are hired for a four-
year period. AŌer compleƟng the four-year tenure, 25% of the Agniveers will be selected to conƟnue 
their service in the Armed Forces, while the remaining 75% will be discharged with a financial package 
and potenƟal opportuniƟes for employment in other sectors. 
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