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NEW CRIMINAL LAWS IN FORCE; CR.PCC IPC APPLICABLE ONLY FOR OLD CASES
MENINGOENCEPHALITIS
CARBON DERIVED FROM COCONUT HUSKS CAN POWER SUPERCAPACITORS
SHOULD EDUCATION BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE STATE LIST?

New criminal laws in force; Cr.PC,

IPC applicable only for old cases

Till BNS gets new section on sexual crimes against men and transgender persons. police can invoke allied charges such as
wrongful confinement and physical hurt, if they get such complaints; Central officials say States free to amend BNSS

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

5 three new crimi-
A nal laws come into
effect across the

couniry from Monday des-
pite objections from States
mued by non-BIP parties,
LUnion government officials
said here on Sunday that
the States were free to
bring in their own amend-
MEEnEs (0 Soamse |IIl'lZI'r'.IS.i.\IIi]'L"|
of the Bharativa Magrik Su-
raksha Sanhita (BMSS) that
replaces the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (Cr.PC) The
BMNSS prescribes the proce:
dure and eonditions for ar-
rest, bail, and custody,
amng other things.

The Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), which re-
places the [ndian Penal
Code, 1860, may also be
amwended soon ta incorpo-
rate @ section on sexwal

Crime and punishment

The new Bharatiyva Myaya Sanhita has 358 Sections against the 511 in the Ingian Penal Code that it replaces. The Brarativa Nagank Suraksha
Santits meaces the Code of Criminal Procedune and the Bharativa Sakehya Adhinham comes in place of the Indian Evidenoe Act

S

Crimes. against men and
transgender persons. A se-
nior government  official
said that police officers
were being asked to invoke
other allied sections under
the BNS, such as wrongful
confinement and physical
hwrt, if they get such com-
plaints, umtil an amend-

Pl |

Wht is new?

& Frovision for Zere
FIR allorwweg Hing

ol a first infonmation
report aamy police
station, regardless

of jungdiction

# Online registration
of pobce complaints
g mandatory
videographvy of crime

ment is brought to correct
this anamaly.

The Bharatiya Sakshva
(BS), whbct ces the In-
dian Evidence Act, 1872, is
the third law which will
come into force.

From 00:00 hours on
Juby 1, more than 650 dis-
trict courts and 16,000 pod-

scenes dor al
Henous crimes

B & person Can nom
report incidents

by eectronic
commaanacation,
withgut the nead to
visita pofice station

0 Judgmentn
criminal cases has 1
come within 45 days

of compiation of in the presence of her
thetrial guardian or relative
® Provisions agaist | @ Death seedenoe of
false promee of ife imprisanment for
marrispe, gangrape | gang rape of a minor
of minors and s
mod lynching e i

bapn raplaced wilh
= Sustement of a SBCPENiON’Or
woman rape ncm against the courfirg’s
willberecorded by | sowereigaty, unity
woman policz officer | and integrity

ice stations across the
country will have no ap-
tion but to migrate to the
new system. Cogniszhie of-
fences will be registered
under Section 173 of the
BNSS, instead of Section
154 of the Cr.PC,

The [PC and Cr.PC will
run  concurrently  along

with the new laws as sever-
al cases are still pending in
courts and some crimes
that took place before Juby |
that are reported fater will
have to be registered un:
der the IPLC.

CONTINUED ON
% PAGE 12

+* The three new criminal laws, that were passed by Parliament in 2023, will come into effect from July
1, 2024.

«+ The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) that will replace the colonial-era Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC), the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (IEA), respectively, received
President Droupadi Murmu’s assent on December 25, 2023.
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From July 1, cognisable offences will be registered under Section 173 of the BNSS, instead of Section
154 of the CrPC. However, the IPC and CRPC will run concurrently along with the new laws as several
cases are still pending in courts and some crimes that took place before July 1 but are reported later
will have to be registered under the IPC.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which replaces the Indian Penal Code, 1860, may also be
amended soon by the Union government to incorporate a missing section on sexual crimes against
men and transgender persons.

Even leaving aside the government’s ‘decolonisation’ narrative, there has been an overwhelming
consensus that India’s criminal laws needed updating. At the same time, the consultation process
during the pandemic for drafting the laws, and their hasty passage through Parliament, has caused
much disquiet. Some legal experts opine that although the new laws make significant changes, they
do not ‘overhaul’ the existing laws.

The BNS introduces a handful of new crimes:

/7
0’0

®
%

Notable among them is Clause 69, which penalises sexual intercourse through the employment of
“deceitful means”.

The provision reads: “Whoever, by deceitful means or by making promise to marry to a woman
without any intention of fulfilling the same, has sexual intercourse with her... shall be punished with
imprisonment” of upto 10 years, and also be liable for a fine.

“Deceitful means” includes the false promise of employment or promotion, inducement, or marrying
after suppressing identity.

Critics say that this might, in some cases, end up criminalising consensual relationships and provide
afillip to the “love jihad” narrative.

The BNS, under Clause 103, for the first time also recognises murder on the ground of race, caste, or
community as a separate offence. The SC had, in 2018, directed the Centre to consider a separate law
for lynching. The new provision could now ensure such crimes, which have been on the rise in recent
years, get legal recognition.

Another big-ticket addition to the BNS is the inclusion of offences such as organised crime and terror,
previously in the ambit of specific stringent laws like Unlawful Activities Prevention Act for terrorism,
and state-specific laws such as the Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act for organised crime.
On terrorism, the BNS borrows heavily from the UAPA.

Organised crime, in Clause 111(1), encompasses “any continuing unlawful activity including
kidnapping, robbery, vehicle theft, extortion, land grabbing, contract killing, economic offences,
cyber-crimes having severe consequences, trafficking in people, drugs, illicit goods or services and
weapons, human trafficking racket for prostitution or ransom...” But vague descriptions such as
“cyber-crimes having severe consequences”

Snatching, defined in Clause 304(1), is also a ‘new’ crime, distinct from theft. The definition reads: “in
order to commit theft, the offender suddenly or quickly or forcibly seizes or secures or grabs or takes
away from any person or from his possession any moveable property”. Both theft and snatching
prescribe a punishment of upto three-years in jail.
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New timelines, processes:

A big change in the BNSS is the expansion of detention in police custody from the 15-day limit in the
CrPC to up to 90 days.

+» According to Section 167(2) of the CrPC, an accused had to be sent to judicial custody (prison) after
a maximum of 15 days in police custody. This was intended to incentivise the police to complete
investigations in a time-bound manner, and curtail the likelihood of custodial torture and forced
confessions.

%+ Clause 187(3)of the BNSS has deleted the words “otherwise than in police custody,” essentially,
allowing the police to keep custody of an accused for upto 90 days for all offences listed in the BNS.

Hierarchy of Courts:

7

% Magistrate’s Courts

)

B

* Sessions Courts

DS

* High Courts

B

* Supreme Court

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA)
+» Key Changes:
@ Electronic Evidence: Streamlined rules and expanded scope of secondary evidence.
+ Detailed Disclosure Formats: New schedule prescribing detailed disclosure format for electronic

records.

53/1, Upper Ground Floor, BadaBazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar,New Delhi - 110060
www.tathastuics.com 9560300770, 9560300554 support@tathastuics.com




TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

Meningoencephalitis claims

two lives in Kerala: officials

A.S. Jayvanth
KOZHIKODE

Unhygienic and stagnant
water resources and high
remperatures could be the
factors contributing to the
recent unusual rise in the
rare, but fatal primary
amoebic meningoencephal-
itis cases in the State.
Three cases of the infec-
tion, including two deaths,
have been reported in the
last two months alone.
While a five-year-old girl
from Malappuram district
died in May, a 13-yvear-old
girl from Kannur district
lost her life in June. Another
12-year-old boy from Kozhi-
kode district is right mow
undergoing medical treat-
ment at a private hospital.
First detected in Alappuzha
municipality in 2016, the in-
ection was reported in Ma-

[ Primary amoebic
meningoencephalitis

H Miltefosine

Unhygienic and
stagnant water
resources and high
temperatures mayv be
worsening situation

lappuram in 2019 and 2020,
Kozhikode in 2020, Thris-
sur in 2022, and in Alappuz-
ha in 2023. “There has been
a rise in such cases the
world over. Warming of the
atmosphere and stagnant
and unhygienic water re-
sources could be some of
the conditions leading to it.
This tvpe of amoeba is
found to be more active in
warm water,” M.P. Jayak-
rishnan, Additional Profes-
sor, Paediatrics, Govern-
ment  Medical College
Hospital, Kozhikode, told
The Hindu on Sunday.

Dr. Jayakrishnan was

N. fowleri

Immunopathology

among those who treated
the five-vear-old girl from
Malappuram and also sus-
pected the possibility of the
infection. “Earlier, we used
to have cases of bacterial
meningitis. But, its instanc-
es have come down of late
due to vaccination. The five-
year-old girl had symptoms
similar to that of bacterial
meningitis. That was when
we thought if it could be
amoebic meningoencephal-
itis,” he pointed out.

This infection is caused
by MNaegleria fowleri, also
called ‘brain-eating amoe-
ba’', which lives in fresh
warm water, such as lakes
and rivers.

The amoeba infects peo-
ple when it enters their bo-
dy through the nose. It tra-
vels up to the brain and
destroys the tissues and re-
sults in its swelling.

Contact-dependent pathogenic mechanisms:
Adhesion and amoebastomes
Contact-independent pathogenic mechanisms:
Secreted molecules
— 0@ #

Neutrophils ~ Eosinophils ~ Astrocytes  Microglia

B R &

Pro-inflammatory cytokines

Current treatment —————3  Alternative treatment

L I'H * [nvive/ in vitro studies
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CARBON DERIVED FROM COCONUT HUSKS CAN POWER SUPERCAPACITORS

Carbon derived from coconut husks can
power supercapacitors, find researchers

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Researchers at the Govern:
ment College for Women,
Thiruvananthapuram,

have devised a method to
produce activated carbon,
suitable for supercapacitor
fabrication, from coconut
husks, which are a major

ner
B Rrtivation
& ab800 Cn,

Prefrestment

Carbommation, |,
it 430°C

The research team, led
by Xawvier T.S., Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physics, and including Me-
rin Tomy, Ganmesh 5.G.,
AnuM.A., and Sreelakshmi
S.R., found the prototype
supercapacitors made of
coconut husk-derived ac-
tivated carbon to be four-
times more efficient than

; . ! Sorien cell LELY, :
agricultural residue in connaction the existing supercapaci-
Kerala. tors, The findings have

The coconut husk bio- % i been published in the
waste-derived  activated American Sustainable Re-

carbon holds immense
promise for sustainable
and efficient green solu-
tions for high-performance
supercapacitors owing 1o

Schematic illustration of the synthesis of activatad carbon

significantly higher capaci-
tance and energy storage

quest for sustainable ener-
gy storage solutions, But,

source Management four-
nal.

The team had leveraged
the innovative microwave-
assisted method designed

its availability, low cost, capacitvthan conventional the search for an ideal su-  at the Centralised Com-
and eco-friendly narure. capacitors, have emerged  percapacitor electrode ma-  mon [Instrumentation Fa-
Supercapacitors, with asavital componentinthe  terial has been a challenge.  cility (CCIF) at the college.

What are supercapacitors?

® ®
LA X4

® ®
%% %

®
%

A supercapacitor is a next-generation energy storage device which is also known as an ultracapacitor.
It has advantages such as high-power density, long durability, and ultrafast charging characteristics as
compared to conventional capacitors and Lithiumlon batteries (LIB).

The main components of supercapacitors include an electrode, electrolyte, separator, and current
collector.

The fabrication cost of electrode materials, as well as electrolytes, should be reduced because these
two components account for a major portion of the device manufacturing cost.

An electrode is a solid electric conductor that carries electric current into non-metallic solids, liquids,
gases, plasmas, or vacuums.

An electrolyte is a substance that produces an electrically conducting solution when dissolved in a
polar solvent, such as water.
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SHOULD EDUCATION BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE STATE LIST?

Should education be brought
back to the State list?

Whers s the subseet aded to e concurrent I Hew (o ather couriries goven education?

Rangarjan,
o
The story sa far: 'i:t

b SEET esam 1as e

ernhrmled it comerrversies

aver e sueard of gy s

abegation of paper teals and
ot irmegbirities. The Evermamient ibio
cancedled e U0-RET eam afer i was
aef, itk the (SIRNET nd NEETRG
s fve been pospamed

What b the historical background?
The Gowemment of incka Act, 1965 darmg
i Brish e enianid a federal stnuctive
fo the st time in our oy, The
gt subiets wene distribuind
between e federal legidatuee (presem
ddaw inkont and provinges ipresent day
Stnes) Ecbucation which f an bmporeant
puisbic good was keptunder the provincial
s A independence, s contirued
i oo was pat ofthe Seate Bt
e theedistri o pawers.
Hiwever, diming the Emerpency, ihe
Congeess parey consinuted te S

Singh Commities o e
recommendations ke amendments i the
Cinstiution, (e of the
FECOMmmKations of this compmies s
fr place ‘sdtcatinn in the concurment i
in e o b alhndia pelicies om the
aubject, This was implemested throagh
e {2 constimiontal amsensl el
8 by st ‘eucaion fro e
State st o the comenirment st There was
0 ] rnreale that was provided
for this wwivch and the amsenydment vz
e by varios Scates without
alepmr dehaz

The b Farry prvemmen e by
Morar Desarnheat came v porwe alier
Emerpency passed the 44th comsttintiond
mendmeent 157 g meverse vamy of (he
controversial chempee made though e
{Imdmmendment. (ne of ihese
ameridmeents that was passed n dae Lot
St b ot g R fya Sk s
bring hack ‘edecation’ o e State i

What are internatiomal practices?
e U, S and bocal grvernmenss

sttt oweral el suandards,
munviate standechsed fests and sapanise
ooliegys and imfrersities, The Jadeal
ecaion dssermen's fuctions
primartly tnclude pocis for fnuncal
adl, forsing on ke educations] e
st g e s, I Camandy,
isdtication b oty mariaged by the
proviares. In Gepmsamy, S qonstinsion
vets |egislative powers for education with
e e of S, I ot
i, on thieother Sand, education s
e by fweraional deprtments
for sctvon and higher i, The
froviaces of e sy v it i
edlcation degarnmients o mpiementing
piicies of the national departments ang
dealing with focal s

What can be the way lnrward?

The arpmees in favour of focation g
edlacatin oy, Improvesnien i
standaeh and symery letveeen) Cemne
] Stakes, Fowerver, consgering the vast
dversiny o the couanny, 2 fone size s all

approach i nekber Ieasible nor desinble
Fuurther, s per the repvirt on ‘st of
Bucktned ecpeichture oo Education
preared by the linisimy of Edncation in
NI ouf o the fof rvwemae enpemdlioune
by edlcEion deperiments i our comiry
sstimatid at 0605 ak crove (A0
1% i spend by the Cente while 35%
apent by the States. Evem if expendure
bl ocher depuartmenes om &-hiaticn
i traming are comidesed, the dare
wihs ot % S respacrvel

Thie arpumants azi
cougted with lack of prvkssionaliam, The

rece, e armomding the NEET and
NTh hawe howener displayed that
centraayion does paot necessardy mean
Bt Shese g woukd vanh

{onsdestng the need bor Juitmarey
wiew ol the ion's dhare o the pendinre
g bome b the Sties, Eoee negck oo
D 3 it dsassion Imvands
moving ‘eduication back fo e State it
This sk encible ihesm o rame
or-mde poicies for sylabus, sesing
it admisions fir bigher ediication
inchucing prfessineal coarses ke
medictne and engimoering. Rerckaiory
MeCTmmisTES o Piner education can
contina 8 be govemed by cemnl
it e the Motiomal Medical
Cismermession, Universty (s
Cormizson and Al India Councl for
Techzial Edwanon

Parngaryan. F b jormer 45 efioer
itmf thor of Py Sl Ve
sl are persoil

THEGIST

The rueminent of cka Acl,
[$75dring e Beishinde
(reaed 3 baderd sinuct pe for
i s me in e sy

L

g thgibnergeny,
Conesaty ol the
Searst Sk Creemimee 2
oo recomnengaton: for
smendmeed inihe
(omibtubed Creslte
PeCaTmeRLa ol il
Cormites wan 13 pede
elacation’ i e tonoumenl
'

Consaetrg B el for
aivroen i e the bary
ihariol the eipeading benig
b by the S, e
et 0 b csesion
{onwaita mowag sdacation
ok fa e ke st

Question (Homework)

Q.1 Should education be brought back to the State list?.Examine. (150 words/10 marks)
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