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NEW CRIMINAL LAWS IN FORCE; CR.PCC IPC APPLICABLE ONLY FOR OLD CASES 

 

Context: 
 The three new criminal laws, that were passed by Parliament in 2023, will come into effect from July 

1, 2024. 
 The BharaƟya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the BharaƟya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the BharaƟya 

Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) that will replace the colonial-era Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC), the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (IEA), respecƟvely, received 
President Droupadi Murmu’s assent on December 25, 2023. 
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 From July 1, cognisable offences will be registered under SecƟon 173 of the BNSS, instead of SecƟon 
154 of the CrPC. However, the IPC and CRPC will run concurrently along with the new laws as several 
cases are sƟll pending in courts and some crimes that took place before July 1 but are reported later 
will have to be registered under the IPC. 

 The BharaƟya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which replaces the Indian Penal Code, 1860, may also be 
amended soon by the Union government to incorporate a missing secƟon on sexual crimes against 
men and transgender persons. 

 Even leaving aside the government’s ‘decolonisaƟon’ narraƟve, there has been an overwhelming 
consensus that India’s criminal laws needed updaƟng. At the same Ɵme, the consultaƟon process 
during the pandemic for draŌing the laws, and their hasty passage through Parliament, has caused 
much disquiet. Some legal experts opine that although the new laws make significant changes, they 
do not ‘overhaul’ the exisƟng laws. 

The BNS introduces a handful of new crimes: 
 Notable among them is Clause 69, which penalises sexual intercourse through the employment of 

“deceiƞul means”. 
 The provision reads: “Whoever, by deceiƞul means or by making promise to marry to a woman 

without any intenƟon of fulfilling the same, has sexual intercourse with her… shall be punished with 
imprisonment” of upto 10 years, and also be liable for a fine. 

 “Deceiƞul means” includes the false promise of employment or promoƟon, inducement, or marrying 
aŌer suppressing idenƟty. 

 CriƟcs say that this might, in some cases, end up criminalising consensual relaƟonships and provide 
a fillip to the “love jihad” narraƟve. 

 The BNS, under Clause 103, for the first Ɵme also recognises murder on the ground of race, caste, or 
community as a separate offence. The SC had, in 2018, directed the Centre to consider a separate law 
for lynching. The new provision could now ensure such crimes, which have been on the rise in recent 
years, get legal recogniƟon. 

 Another big-Ɵcket addiƟon to the BNS is the inclusion of offences such as organised crime and terror, 
previously in the ambit of specific stringent laws like Unlawful AcƟviƟes PrevenƟon Act for terrorism, 
and state-specific laws such as the Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act for organised crime. 
On terrorism, the BNS borrows heavily from the UAPA. 

 Organised crime, in Clause 111(1), encompasses “any conƟnuing unlawful acƟvity including 
kidnapping, robbery, vehicle theŌ, extorƟon, land grabbing, contract killing, economic offences, 
cyber-crimes having severe consequences, trafficking in people, drugs, illicit goods or services and 
weapons, human trafficking racket for prosƟtuƟon or ransom…” But vague descripƟons such as 
“cyber-crimes having severe consequences” 

 Snatching, defined in Clause 304(1), is also a ‘new’ crime, disƟnct from theŌ. The definiƟon reads: “in 
order to commit theŌ, the offender suddenly or quickly or forcibly seizes or secures or grabs or takes 
away from any person or from his possession any moveable property”. Both theŌ and snatching 
prescribe a punishment of upto three-years in jail. 
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New timelines, processes: 
 A big change in the BNSS is the expansion of detenƟon in police custody from the 15-day limit in the 

CrPC to up to 90 days. 
 According to SecƟon 167(2) of the CrPC, an accused had to be sent to judicial custody (prison) aŌer 

a maximum of 15 days in police custody. This was intended to incenƟvise the police to complete 
invesƟgaƟons in a Ɵme-bound manner, and curtail the likelihood of custodial torture and forced 
confessions. 

 Clause 187(3)of the BNSS has deleted the words “otherwise than in police custody,” essenƟally, 
allowing the police to keep custody of an accused for upto 90 days for all offences listed in the BNS. 

Hierarchy of Courts: 
 Magistrate’s Courts 
 Sessions Courts 
 High Courts 
 Supreme Court 

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA)  
 Key Changes: 

 Electronic Evidence: Streamlined rules and expanded scope of secondary evidence. 
 Detailed Disclosure Formats: New schedule prescribing detailed disclosure format for electronic 

records. 
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MENINGOENCEPHALITIS 
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CARBON DERIVED FROM COCONUT HUSKS CAN POWER SUPERCAPACITORS 

 
What are supercapacitors? 
 A supercapacitor is a next-generaƟon energy storage device which is also known as an ultracapacitor. 
 It has advantages such as high-power density, long durability, and ultrafast charging characterisƟcs as 

compared to convenƟonal capacitors and LithiumIon baƩeries (LIB). 
 The main components of supercapacitors include an electrode, electrolyte, separator, and current 

collector. 
 The fabricaƟon cost of electrode materials, as well as electrolytes, should be reduced because these 

two components account for a major porƟon of the device manufacturing cost. 
 An electrode is a solid electric conductor that carries electric current into non-metallic solids, liquids, 

gases, plasmas, or vacuums. 
 An electrolyte is a substance that produces an electrically conducƟng soluƟon when dissolved in a 

polar solvent, such as water. 
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SHOULD EDUCATION BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE STATE LIST? 

 
 

Question (Homework) 
Q.1   Should education be brought back to the State list?.Examine. (150 words/10 marks) 
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