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The Hindu Analysis- 4th July 

 
 Avoidable tragedy at Hathras - Crowd Disasters 
 Smart City Mission 
 An overview of French Elec ons 
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1. AVOIDABLE TRAGEDY- CROWD DISASTERS 
 
What happened?  
 A Satsang was hosted by the local preacher Narayan Sakar Vishwa Hari on July 2 in Hathras, where 

thousands more than expected turned up at the event and 121 people died in a stampede. 

 There have been at least half-a-dozen such incidents in the last 20 years. 

 

Crowd Disasters- Reasons 
 Structural: 

 Collapse of Improper/ unauthorised structures or  bridge collapse due to panic triggered by rumours 
 Difficult terrain- Muddy area/ hill top 
 Narrow streets with very few entry/exits 
 Absence of emergency exits. 

 Crowd Control: 
 More than an cipated crowd at public gatherings (There are reports that there were over 2.5 lakh 

par cipants at the venue, which could accommodate no more than 80,000.) 
 Underes ma on of audience 
 Closed/locked exit, Sudden opening of entry door 
 Lack of adequate and strong railings  
 Lack of proper public address system to control the crowd etc. 
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 Crowd Behaviour: 
 A rush to reach towards entrance/exits 
 Rush to reach/look at/touch the diety/ influen al person  
 Free distribu on of gi s 
 Last minute change in pla orm for train arrival/departure resul ng in lots of movements within short 

period of me etc. 
 Security: 

 Under security staff and deployment of untrained staff 
 Inadequate rehearsals  
 Inep tude of the police/management in effec vely managing the crowd  

 
What needs to be done?  
 Safety insurance by the government 
 Technology: CCTV, mobile control room with remote connec vity, drones for roof level surveillance and 

public address system 
 Pre Evalua on: There should be proper evalua on of the capacity of a venue or structure before holding 

public gatherings. 
 Behaviour Management: Emerging researches show that crowd behaviour in a given situa on can be 

different, and less ra onal. There should public address system, whereby officials can stop rumours from 
ge ng out of hand. 

 Penal es: Stricter penal es can ensure compliance. Cer fica on and training of private security agencies 
should also be ensured. 

 Legisla on/Rules and Regula ons: Supreme Court in Uphaar Cinema Tragedy observed that there is a 
need for a comprehensive legisla on. 
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2. SMART CITY MISSION 

 
 The Union Ministry of Urban Development is responsible for implemen ng the mission in collabora on 

with the state governments of the respec ve ci es. 
 The mission that was to be completed in 2020, was given two extensions ll June 2024. 

Business Model of Governance: 
 To make the mission effective, a business model of governance was adopted bypassing the existing 

models of city governance in the country.  
 An SPV (special purpose vehicle) led by a bureaucrat or a representative of an MNC, and other major 

stakeholders was created and registered under the Companies Act. The elected council, thus, had little 
role in the governance structure. 

 
The SCM had two main aspects:  
 Area-based development consisting of three components —  

(a) redevelopment (city renewal) 
(b) retrofi ng (city improvement), and  
(c) green field projects (city extension) 
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 These further comprised some six categories that would include e-governance, waste management, 
water management, energy management, urban mobility, and skill development. Around ₹2 lakh crore 
was kept aside for the mission, with public-private partnerships (PPP) an important driver of the same. 

 Pan-city solutions based on ICT 
 
Smart City Mission- Issues: 
 The selection of 100 cities on a competitive basis was flawed due to the diversity in existing urban 

realities. The scheme did not take account of ground realities of urban India — the urbanisation here is 
dynamic and not static like the West. 

 The SCM became an exclusionary scheme wherein not more than 1% of a city’s geographical area was 
selected for development. For example, Chandigarh which received ₹196 crore in the first round under 
the SCM spent it on smart water meters, a Wi-Fi zone, and solid waste management programmes all 
ploughed into one pocket-sector 43. 

 SPV model designed for smart cities was not aligned with the 74th Constitutional Amendment 
(Introduced Urban Local Bodies), which led to many cities objecting to the governance structure. 

 Urban India, according to the World Bank has more than 49% of the population living in slums. In the 
name of executing smart city projects, there was displacement of people living in poorer localities. 
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3. AN OVERVIEW OF FRENCH ELECTION 
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French Elections: 
 Three Prominent Par es or bloc in France  

 Far-right Na onal Rally (RN) 
 New Popular Front, the le -wing coali on 
 Mr. Emmanuel Macron’s centrist bloc (Renaissance) 

 Story —Rise in Right wing influence , so Mr Macron called snap elec ons for parliament 3 year ahead. 
 Snap elec ons are elec ons called before the set me. 

An Overview of French Election 
 French Poli cal System  

 France is a semi-presiden al, representa ve parliamentary democracy, with clearly defined roles for 
the President and the Prime Minister. 

 Bicameral Legislature: Na onal Assembly and Senate 
 The Na onal Assembly is the Council of Ministers’ superior. 
 The premier(PM) must offer the resigna on of the government to the President when the Na onal 

Assembly passes a vote of censure or rejects the government’s programme or statement of general 
policy. 

 On the other hand, the President is in charge of both the government and the state. 
 He has significant legisla ve, financial, and judicial authority 
 He is the military’s chief of staff. He has the power to oust the Na onal Assembly. 

The President: 
 The President, elected for a term of five years, serves as the head of the state and Commander of the 

Armed Forces.  
 Enjoys regulatory power, exercising control of all decisions on matters of foreign policy and defence.  
 Until 2000, the President enjoyed seven-year terms, which was then reduced to five-year terms. 
 The President can be impeached by the Parliament for willfully violating the Constitution or the national 

laws.  
 
Prime Minister/The premier 
 In contrast, the parliament, headed by the Prime Minister, is responsible for all domestic policy 

decisions.  
 The Prime Minister himself cannot be dismissed by the President, but his resignation can be requested.  
 
Cohabitation or Double Headed Executive: 
 The French PM, unlike that in India and Britain, is assistant to the President. There is a division of 

functions, rather than the division of power between the two positions.  
 This can lead to Cohabitation or double headed executive: 

 This system can lead to situations where the French legislature is dominated by a coalition/party 
opposing the President.  

 Cohabitation is very rare in France, and has historically been marred with controversy. There have 
only been three such instances. 
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Similarities: 
 India and France both have written constitution. 
 It has been noted that governments elect heads during their separate mandates in both the French and 

Indian constitutions. 
 Under the terms of the French and Indian Constitutions, the amendments may be passed with more 

than 50 percent majority. 
 India and France both have elected heads of state and are republics. 
 The constitutions of France and India both contain provisions for the imposition of emergency power. 
 Fundamental Rights are enshrined in both constitutions. 
 
Differences: 
 India is Federal Democratic Republic whereas France is Unitary and semi presidential type. 
 France is Unitary with Centralized power whereas in  India we have division of powers under article 246 

of the constitution (Union State and Concurrent ) 
 France president elected by direct vote ,in India indirectly by Electoral College  
 Unlike India, France has Two round of election System 
 French Constitution emphasizes secularism (negative secularism: Complete separation between State 

and Religion); India adopts a more positive approach accommodating diverse religious practices (state 
promotes all religions). 

 The Indian President holds a more ceremonial role with limited powers, while the French President 
possesses more substantial executive authority. This reflects the semi-presidential system in France. 
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