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The Hindu Analysis- 5th July 
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SCO- SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION SUMMIT - ASTANA 
 
SCO Summit- Astana: 

 
 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar reached Astana in Kazakhstan on Tuesday, to lead the Indian 
delega on at the Shanghai Coopera on Organisa on (SCO) Council of Heads of State in place of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
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Currently, the SCO countries includes: 
 9 Member States — 
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Agenda of meeting: 
1. Security-related ma ers: "three evil forces" within the borders of SCO states: terrorism, separa sm 

and religious extremism. 
2. Considera on of Belarus membership in the SCO. (At present, there are three SCO observer states: 

Afghanistan, Belarus and Mongolia. It appears highly likely that Belarus will soon be admi ed as a full 
member)  

3. Promo ng stability in Afghanistan was another important topic of discussion.(instability in 
Afghanistan could allow for violent extremist groups to grow and threaten the region at large.) 

 The Indian PM’s no-show is being perceived as India was distancing itself from the SCO: a move that 
was interpreted by many as India’s a empt to avoid direct interac ons with China and Russia, both 
of which have strained rela ons with the West. 

Question: 
Q.1  ‘Virus of Conflict is affecting the functioning of the SCO’. In the light of the above statement point 

out the role of India in mitigating the problems. [10 Marks] [2023] 
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PLACE IN NEWS: BELARUS 
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DIGITAL LITERACY 
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FUTURE AGENDA FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 
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