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SPECIAL CATEGORY STATUS DEMAND BY ANDHRA PRADESH 

           
What is 'Special Category Status' and how does a state get it? 
 Special Category Status (SCS) is allotted to state to amplify its growth if they are backward. 
 The status is awarded to their growth rate if they face geographical and socio-economic 

disadvantages. 
 Although there is no provision in the Constitution to allot a special status to a state for its overall 

development, however, a provision was made later for awarding Special Category Status on the 
recommendations of the Fifth Finance Commission in 1969. 

Conditions for Special Category State Status: 
 If a state has hilly terrain 
 Low population density or sizeable share of tribal population 
 Strategic location along borders with neighbouring countries 
 State is backward in economic and infrastructure 
 Non viable nature of state finances. 

Benefits of Special Category Status? 
1. If a state gets the 'Special Category Status', the Central government has to give 90 per cent share of 

funds to implement centrally-sponsored scheme compared to 60 per cent or 75 per cent in other 
states. The remaining funds are backed by the state. 

2. Allotted money if not spent does not lapse and is carry forward. 
3. A state also gets significant concessions in taxes and duties including customs, income tax and 

corporate tax. 
4. A 30 per cent part of Centre’s Gross Budget goes to Special Category states. 

Question: 
Q.1   What is the Centre’s stand on demands of special category status by states? 
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PEOPLE'S BIODIVERSITY REGISTER 

 
PBRs IN BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT (2002): 
 Every local body (in Forest Area) shall cons tute a 

Biodiversity Management Commi ee (BMCs) to 
promote biological diversity conserva on. 

 The main func on of the BMC is to prepare People's 
Biodiversity Registers in consulta on with local people. 

 The People's Biodiversity Register shall contain 
comprehensive informa on on availability and 
knowledge of local biological resources, their medicinal or 
any other use or any other tradi onal knowledge 
associated with them. 

Why PBR?  
 It will tell us how habitats are changing, and to 

understand and estimate parts of our forests. 
 Local communities are a repository of traditional 

knowledge and can help in conservation and sustainable 
development of biodiversity. 

 As it is a bottom-up approach, it will give more understanding of how overlap of cultural and natural 
biodiversity occur. 

 An inclusive approach, gives way to decentralised process. 
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ASSAM FLOODS 

 
1. What are floods 
2. Reasons for Assam Floods 
3. Impacts of Floods 
4. Flood Management in Assam Area   
 A flood is when there is an excessive amount of water, covering the dry area. It may cause dry areas 

to be completely submerged in water 
 There are three typical flood types which are as follows:  

 Flash Floods: Rapid and heavy rains can result in flash floods.  
 River floods: They are brought on by persistent rain or snowmelt, which causes a river's capacity 

to be exceeded. 
 Coastal Floods: Floods along the coast are brought on by storm surges brought on by tropical 

storms and tsunamis. 
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 Assam flood  is of River Flood Category 

 
 SW Monsoon causes heavy rainfall in June-Sept 
 Climate Change and melting of glaciers 
 Population Boom 
 Heavy flow of water in Brahmaputra being fed by many tributaries 
 Heavy Sediment flow right from Tibet  
 Since 1950 earthquake river rose by 2 mt 
 Anthropogenic  factors : habitation, deforestation, population growth in catchment areas 
 Construction of Embankments- Embankments led to encroachment of river banks with an increasing 

number of people building houses and setting up establishments close to the river. 
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 Loss of human and wildlife (77 Animal Killed in Kaziranga) 
 Infrastructure and property loss (buildings, power lines, communication lines ,houses etc.) 
 Loss of agriculture crops having impact on food security 
 Human-animal Conflict 

Animals also move toward villages in floods, which leads to a rise in human-animal conflict. Especially if you 
see overtime floods are happening excessively causing animals to move outside the Kaziranga National Park 
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GALLANTRY AWARDS 

              
This is the order of precedence: 
1. Param Vir Chakra- War Time 
2. Ashoka Chakra- Peace Time 
3. Mahavir Chakra- War Time 
4. Kirti Chakra- Peace Time 
5. Vir Chakra- War Time 
6. Shaurya Chakra- Peace Time 
 These awards are conferred twice a year i.e. on Republic Day and Independence Day. 
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