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Question: 
Q.1  “The most significant achievement of modern law in India is the constitutionalization of 

environmental problems by the Supreme Court.” Discuss this statement with the help of relevant 
case laws. (UPSC IAS/2022) 

Q.2  Discuss the significance of the Supreme Court’s ‘climate right’ as articulated in the M.K. Ranjitsinh 
judgement. How can potential climate legislation in India address the dual imperatives of mitigation 
and adaptation? 

 
 The Supreme Court in M K Ranjitsinh & Ors. v. Union of India & Ors. ruled that people have a right to 

be free from the adverse effects of climate change which should be recognised by Ar cle 14 and 
Ar cle 21 of the Cons tu on. The ruling of the Supreme Court was rendered in response to a writ 
brought by a government official. 

 The court acknowledged the complex interplay between environmental conserva on, social equity, 
economic prosperity, and climate change. It stressed the need to balance the conserva on of 
endangered species like the Great Indian Bustard (GIB) with the impera ve of protec ng against 
climate change. 

 It appointed an Expert Commi ee to determine the best way to protect the species. This decision 
aimed to support India’s renewable energy goals and climate commitments while ensuring 
environmental protec on. However, the effec veness of court rulings on climate change remains a 
ques on, as climate change is a complex, mul -dimensional problem that requires a holis c 
approach. The court’s decision to defer to the execu ve on certain ma ers related to climate change 
policy has also been cri cized by some experts. 

 The Apex court’s recent decision on M K Ranjitsinh & Ors. v. Union of India & Ors. to defer to the 
execu ve on certain ma ers related to climate change policy has been ques oned by experts. 

What was the Supreme Court’s recent Landmark Judgment? 
 The Supreme Court in M K Ranjitsinh & Ors. v. Union of India & Ors. ruled that that people have a 

right to be free from the adverse effects of climate change which should be recognised by Ar cle 14 
and Ar cle 21 of the Cons tu on. 

 The ruling of the Supreme Court was rendered in response to a writ brought by conserva onist and 
re red government official M K Rnajitsinh, who sought protec on for two endangered species 
namely the Lessor Florican and the Great Indian Bustard. 

 The court acknowledged the complex interplay between environmental conserva on, social equity, 
economic prosperity, and climate change. 

 While modifying its earlier order to underground power cables in the Great Indian Bustard’s habitat, 
the court priori zed transmission infrastructure to enable renewable energy development to address 
climate change. 

Present challenges along the verdict of Supreme Court: 
 Unresolved ques ons: The judgment leaves unresolved ques ons regarding the court’s emphasis on 

large-scale clean energy as the main pathway to avoiding climate harm and its poten al 
understatement of climate adapta on and local environmental resilience. 
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 Non-clarity: The court did not clarify how the newly recognized right against the adverse effects of 
climate change will be protected in prac ce. 

 Two poten al approaches to realizing this right emerge: 
 The prolifera on of court-based climate li ga on, which may lead to an incomplete patchwork of 

protec ons. 
 The enactment of climate legisla on, which can provide an overarching framework to guide 

future policy. 

The Need for Climate Legislation in India 
 Absence of an “umbrella legisla on” in India : India needs climate legisla on that is tailored to its unique 

context, rather than blindly copying other countries. 
 Framework climate legisla on can set the vision for engaging with climate change across sectors and 

regions, create necessary ins tu ons, and put in place processes for structured and delibera ve 
governance in an cipa on of and reac on to climate change. 

 Tailoring Climate Legisla on to the Indian Context should also: 
 Create a suppor ve regulatory environment for sustainable ci es, buildings, and transport 
 Enable adapta on measures like heat ac on plans and climate resilient agriculture 
 Protect key ecosystems like mangroves 
 Consider social equity in achieving these goals 

 A single, omnibus law covering all these areas may not be feasible given India’s exis ng legal framework. 

Lessons from International Experience: 
 Climate laws in many countries, like the UK’s, focus narrowly on regula ng carbon emissions, which 

is ill-suited for India. 
 Instead, India needs an “enabling law” that s mulates developmen ocused decisions across sectors 

towards low-carbon and climateresilient growth. 
 An enabling law should be more procedurally-oriented, crea ng ins tu ons, processes, and 

standards for mainstreaming climate change across ministries and society (emphasizing both 
adapta on and mi ga on). 

Federal Factor: 
 On Decentralized approach: Many areas relevant to climate ac on, such as urban policy, agriculture, 

water, and electricity, fall under the authority of state and local level governments. An Indian climate 
law must set a framework for coherent na onal ac on and decentralize sufficiently to empower 
states and local governments. 

 On Fiscal and Governing Policies: The regional states and local governments need to be provided with 
informa on and finance to take effec ve ac ons. This would enable diverse segments of society to 
bring their knowledge and exper se to the table in addressing climate change. 

The Way Forward: 
 India should learn from interna onal experience, both in terms of what not to do and what direc ons 

to follow. 
 The country’s climate legisla on should be tailored to its unique context of being a developing, highly 

vulnerable na on s ll building its infrastructure. 

TA
THA

STU IC
S



 

 
53/1, Upper Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 110060 

www.tathastuics.com                                  9560300770, 9560300554                   support@tathastuics.com 

THE ANRF PLAN HAS GOT OFF ON THE WRONG FOOT 

 
Question: 
Q.3 Consider the following statements regarding the Anusandhan National Research Foundation Bill, 2023: 

1. It repeals the Science and Engineering Research Board Act, 2008.  
2. It provides for establishing the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (NRF).  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 
Notes: 
Explanation:  
 The Anusandhan Na onal Research Founda on Bill, 2023 was introduced in Lok Sabha on August 4, 2023. 

 It repeals the Science and Engineering Research Board Act, 2008 and dissolves the Science and 
Engineering Research Board set up under it. 

 The Bill provides for establishing the Anusandhan Na onal Research Founda on (NRF). 
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ON EXPUNCTION POWERS IN PARLIAMENT 

 
What is meant by Expunction? 
 It means removal from the records of Parliament a word or por on or en re speech delivered by the 

MPs in the respec ve House. 
 It is exercised upon by the orders of the Speaker or Chairman and is carried out in accordance with 

laid down rules. 
 The expunged por ons can no longer be reported by media houses, even though they may have been 

heard during the live telecast of the proceedings. 

Freedom of Speech Enjoyed by the MPs and the Rules for Expunging a Speech from the Record 
 Ar cle 105 of the Cons tu on: It confers on members, freedom of speech in the House and immunity 

from interference by the court for anything said in the House. 
 Respec ve House rules gran ng powers to Presiding Officers: 
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 Rule 380 of the Rules of procedure of the LS and Rule 261 of the RS give the power to the presiding 
officers of these Houses to expunge any words used in the debate which are defamatory, 
unparliamentary, undignified or indecent. 

 It implies that if the allega on is neither defamatory nor incriminatory, the above rule would have 
no applica on. 

 Once expunged they do not remain on record and if anyone publishes them therea er, they will 
be liable for breach of privilege of the House. 

 Issue of defama on: Any comment regarding the behavior of a public official in the performance of 
his public role or his character is not considered defamatory under Sec on 499 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC). 

 If such a statement is made in the House against a Minister, who is a public servant, it does not 
provide a reason for the presiding officers to expunge por ons of a speech on the ground that 
they are defamatory. 

 Excep on related to Ministers: The rule does not apply to an allega on against a Minister in the 
government. 

 This is because the Council of Ministers is accountable to Parliament, and the Members of the 
House have the right to ques on Ministers and make accusa ons against their conduct as 
Ministers. 

What is the Procedure Related to MPs Allegation against a Minister? 
 A certain procedure has been laid down by Speakers in the past related to MPs, as an allega on 

against a Minister or the PM is considered to be a serious ma er. 
 Thus, the MP who makes an imputa on against a Minister of the government should be sure about 

the factual basis of the allega on, and that s/he must take responsibility for it. 
 If the MP complies with this s pula on, then the allega on will be allowed to remain on record. 
 There have been many instances in the LS when MPs have made allega ons against Ministers. 

Here are two. 
 In 1965, when Prakash Vir Shastri, a LS MP, made personal allega ons against Humayun Kabir, the 

then Minister for Educa on, the Minister refuted the allega on but the MP reiterated his allega on 
and referred to press reports. 

 However, the Speaker, Sardar Hukam Singh in his ruling noted that a mere report in a newspaper 
about anything does not give MP the privilege to raise it in the House. 

 In 1981, LS MP, Bapusaheb Parulekar made a reference to an allega on published in a weekly 
newspaper against the then Railway Minister, Kedar Pande, and his family members in connec on 
with permanent railway card passes. 

 The Deputy Speaker, G. Lakshmanan, who was in the chair also ruled that the member should, 
before making an allega on in the House, sa sfy himself a er making enquiries that there is a 
basis for the allega on. 

 The member should also be prepared to substan ate and accept responsibility for the allega on. 
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Conclusion: 
 Before the weapon of expunc on is wielded, it needs to be ascertained whether the speech contains 

defamatory or incriminatory statements or only cri cal comments (which a MP has the right to make). 
 It also needs to be ensured that the freedom of speech enjoyed by the Members in the House is not 

needlessly curtailed 

Question: 
Q.4  Consider the following term 'expunction', which is used in the day-to-day working of the parliament 

in India: 
1.  It is the removal of certain words, sentences, or portions of a speech from the records of 

Parliament. 
2.  The Presiding Officer of the House has the discretion to expunge the word or usage. 
3.  Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Parliament provide for 'expunction'. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (d) 
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