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1. Is Terrorism shifting to Jammu Region?  

(Doda Terrorist Encounter) 

2. Juvenile Justice 

3. LUCA: Last Universal Common Ancestor 
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       Doda Terrorist Encounter 

● On Monday, four Army personnel 
and a J&K police official were killed 
by unidentified terrorists in the Desa 
forest area in Doda district of 
Jammu. 

● In the past three years, Jammu and 
Kashmir has witnessed the killing of 
119 security forces personnel, and 
over 40% of these killings were 
reported from the Jammu division. 

Recent encounters reported in Jammu 
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             Is a new pattern emerging? 

 

 

● From 2021, many security personnel have been killed in various incidents 
initiated by terrorists in Poonch, Rajouri, Kathua, Reasi, Doda, and 
Udhampur districts, a deviation from the past three years, when the 
Kashmir Valley was the epicentre of such incidents. 

● Compared with five terrorist incidents and two security personnel killed in 
the Valley this year, Jammu has seen six such attacks in which 12 
security personnel were killed.  

● The Jammu region was a hotbed of militancy in the late 1990s and the early 
2000s. 

What could be the possible reasons? 

1. Lack of credible ground intelligence in Jammu Region 

2. Reduced number of security forces, making the area vulnerable: After the 
2020 Galwan clashes in eastern Ladakh, a large contingent of the Army was 
pulled out of Jammu and deployed along the China border.  

3. Improved Chinese made communication instruments being used by 
foreign terrorists which has made interruption difficult. 

4. Post-reading down of Article 370 in J&K in August 2019, and based on 
indicators such as zero stone-throwing events, no strikes, and a boom in 
tourism, the government has claimed huge success in the Kashmir Valley in 
terms of the overall security scenario. “Reviving terrorism in Jammu upsets 
this narrative”. The demography of the area is such that the attacks 
could flare up communal tensions too, leading to social unrest. 
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Pir Panjal Range 

Note: The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
adds terrorism as an offence.  It is defined 
as an act that intends to threaten the 
unity, integrity, and security of the 
country, intimidate the general public or 
disturb public order.  

Juvenile Justice 
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Juvenile Justice 
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Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 

Act, 2015 

● Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

The Act provides for a separate system of juvenile justice that is different from the adult criminal justice 

system. This means that children in conflict with the law are not treated as criminals. They are treated 

as children who need care and protection 

● It was enacted in 2015 and replaced the previous Juvenile Justice Act, 1986. 

● The Act defines a child or Juvenile as a person who is below the age of 18 years. 

● Gives definitions for petty (maximum of 3 years imprisonment), serious (3 to 7 years) and 

heinous crimes (7 years imprisonment) by children. 

● Minors in the age group 16 – 18 years to be treated as adults in the case of heinous 

crimes. 

● For this, the Juvenile Justice Board would assess the child’s physical and mental capacities, 

his/her ability to comprehend the consequences of the crime, etc. and determine whether the 

child can be treated as an adult. 

Note: Any child below the age of 7 cannot be convicted under any law for any crime 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 

Act, 2015 

● Child Welfare Committee, Juvenile Justice Board and Special Observation Home: 

○ Child Welfare Committees for producing of children before JJB within 24 hours of 

apprehension. 

○ Juvenile Justice Boards. This focuses on speedy trial and individual care and 

rehabilitation of juvenile offenders. Juvenile Justice Board acts as a separate court for 

juveniles, comprises a judicial magistrate of the first class and two social workers, 

one of whom at least should be a woman. 

○ Special Homes for rehabilitation of juvenile offenders  
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LUCA: Last Universal Common Ancestor 

● The origin of life on earth is one of the world’s most enduring mysteries.  
● Scientists widely believe a combination of geological, climatic, and chemical 

processes gave rise to the building blocks of life. 
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LUCA: Last Universal Common Ancestor 

LUCA: 
● Researchers believe all life 

originated from a single cell, called 
the last universal common ancestor 
(LUCA). 

● Using a molecular clock, the team 
estimated when LUCA could have 
originated: around 4.2billion years 
ago, just 300 million years after the 
earth itself formed. 

● Scientists suggested the  LUCA — 
could have created a ‘secondary’ 
ecosystem in which other microbes 
could have emerged. 

● The researchers also found some 
reasons to believe LUCA may have 
had genes responsible for 
immunity, suggesting it had to fight off 
viruses. 

Molecular clock 

● An important concept that allows 
scientists to reconstruct the ‘tree of 
life’ is the theory of the molecular 
clock. 

● The molecular clock is a term for a 
technique that uses the mutation 
rate of biomolecules to deduce the 
time in prehistory when two or more 
life forms diverged. 
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