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Thangka Paintings
• It is a Tibetan Buddhist painting on cotton, or silk, usually 

depicting a Buddhist deity, scene, or mandala.
• Presently belonging to Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh 

region and Arunachal Pradesh, Thangka were originally used as a 
medium of reverence that evoked the highest ideals of Buddhism. 
Traditionally made by Buddhist monks and particular ethnic group, 
the skill of these paintings has been passed from one generation to 
the other.

• Thangkas are painted on a base of cotton canvas (white 
background) with paints made from natural vegetable dyes or 
mineral dyes. The colours used in the paintings have their own 
significance.
▪ For example, red stands for intensity of passion, be it love or 

hatred, golden is for life or birth, white is for serenity, black depicts 
anger, green represents consciousness and yellow shows 
compassion.
▪ Once the painting is done, it is often framed in colourful silk 

brocade.
• Thangkas are traditionally kept unframed and rolled up when 

not on display, mounted on a textile backing somewhat in the style 
of Chinese scroll paintings.

• Because of their delicate nature, they have to be kept in dry 
places where moisture will not affect the quality of the silk.

• Most Thangkas were intended for personal meditation or 
instruction of monastic students. They often have elaborate 
compositions including many very small figures. A central deity is 
often surrounded by other identified figures in a symmetrical 
composition.

• Thangka serve as important teaching tools depicting the life of 
the Buddha, various influential lamas and other deities and 
bodhisattvas.
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Amnesty International has raised allegations over the functioning of 
the Foreigners Tribunals (FTs) in Assam.
Key Points

In a report titled ‘Designed to Exclude’, Amnesty International has 
asserted that the Supreme Court and Gauhati High Court had 
enabled the FTs to create a statelessness crisis in Assam.
◦ There appear to be aberrations in some cases to the policy of 

assessing the performance of a FT member.
-The organization has observed that the FTs that determined the 
paramount right to citizenship in Assam were often dismissive, used 
derogatory language, controlled their own procedures and applied 
them in arbitrary ways.

-It has also called for a review of the existing legislative regime 
governing the determination of nationality in India.
Foreigners Tribunals in Assam

-The tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies, to determine if a person 
staying illegally is a “foreigner” or not.

-Every individual, whose name does not figure in the final National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), can represent his/her case in front of the 
appellate authority i.e. Foreigners Tribunals (FT).
◦ Assam has set up FTs, specifically to handle the cases of 

19.06 lakh people left out of the updated NRC.
-Under the provisions of Foreigners Act 1946 and Foreigners 

(Tribunals) Order 1964, only Foreigners Tribunals are empowered to 
declare a person as a foreigner.

-The Assam Police Border Organisation, a wing of the State 
police tasked with detecting foreigners, readies the cases for the 
tribunals to decide who is a foreigner and who is not.



The Supreme Court recently stopped the deportation of a woman who 
had been declared a foreigner by a Foreigners’ Tribunal in Assam.
About Foreigners Tribunals (FTs)

1.  Foreigners Tribunals were established under the Foreigners 
(Tribunals) Order, 1964, which was enacted by the Central government 
utilizing powers from Section 3 of the Foreigners Act, 1946.
2. Geographical Application: While applicable across India, FTs are 
currently operational only in Assam. In other states, suspected illegal 
immigrants are presented before local courts under the Foreigners Act, 
1946.
3. Recent amendment: Initially, only the Central government could 
establish FTs. The 2019 amendment to the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order 
granted this power to state governments as well.
4. Role and Functions of FTs
a) Detection of Suspected Foreigners: The superintendents of police 
(SPs) and district commissioners identify suspected foreigners. The 
Election Commission of India can also refer cases of ‘Doubtful’ voters to 
the local SP, who then refers them to the FTs.
b) National Register of Citizens (NRC): Individuals excluded from the 
final draft of the NRC released in August 2019, can appeal to the FTs to 
establish their citizenship.
5. Procedures Followed by FTs
a) Issuance of Notices: Upon receiving a referral, the tribunal serves the 
suspected individual with a copy of the grounds of suspicion and a show-
cause notice within 10 days, indicating the burden of proof lies with the 
individual to demonstrate they are not a foreigner.
b) Opportunity for Defense: The FT provides the individual a fair chance 
to make a representation in person or via a lawyer and to present 
evidence supporting their claim of citizenship.
c) Consequences of Non-Compliance: If the individual fails to prove their 
citizenship and cannot secure bail, the FT orders their detention and 
transfer to a detention center.
6. Legal Authority and Precedence: SC held that the decisions of the FTs 
on a person’s nationality are binding and hold more weight than those of 
the Government, NRC verification authority, or other credentials.


