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The Hindu Analysis: 22 July 2024 

The Hindu Analysis: 22 July 2024 

Mains Oriented News: 

1. The importance of both Quad and BRICS 

(GS Paper-II : Important International Institutions, agencies and fora - their 

Structure, Mandate. ) 

1. Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

(GS Paper-III : Indian Economy and issues relating to Employment.,GS Paper-II: 

Role of Women and Women’s Organization) 

Prelims Oriented News: 

1. Nipah Virus 

2. Second Thomas Shoal 

3. Dyson spheres 

The importance of both Quad and BRICS 
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BRICS 
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BRICS 

- BRICS: Partnership of five developing countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, 

South Africa). 

- Representation: Over 42% of global population, 30% of world's territory, 23% of 

GDP, and 18% of global trade. 

- Historical bonds: Friendship, solidarity, and shared interests. 

- Origin: Acronym popularized by a 2001 Goldman Sachs report. 

- Founding values: Restructuring global political, economic, and financial systems 

to be fair, balanced, and representative. 

- Pillars: Multilateralism and international law. 

- Initial meeting: Leaders met informally at G8 Outreach Summit in St Petersburg, 

Russia, in July 2006. 

- Formalization: First BRIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in September 2006 during 

the UN General Assembly. 

- First BRIC Summit: Yekaterinburg, Russia, June 2009. 

- South Africa joined: 2010, attended the Third BRICS Summit in China, in 

2011. 

- Growth: Expanded scope and depth of cooperation. 
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The importance of both Quad and BRICS 

https://bit.ly/tathastu-ics
http://www.tathastuics.com/
http://www.tathastuics.com/
mailto:enquiry@tathastuics.com
mailto:enquiry@tathastuics.com


 
 

 

For Course related enquiries click on the link : https://bit.ly/tathastu-ics   

 

 

 

 www.tathastuics.com                               9560300770               enquiry@tathastuics.com    

       53/1, Upper Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi -110060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India’s Role in QUAD 
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India’s Fear in BRICS 
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Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

Article discuss three things :  

● Female Labor Force Participation 

Rate(FLFPR) is Increasing  

● Steps that can be taken to increase 

FLFPR 

● Steps taken by government to increase 

FLFPR 

Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

Female Labor Force Participation Rate(FLFPR) 

is Increasing  

● As per the author Jobs and inflation were 

the two major issues in  the Lok Sabha 

Elections 2024. 

● The India Employment Report (IER) 

2024,of ILO , also illustrated a rise in the 

unemployment rate.  

● The labour force participation rate (LFPR) 

also fell from 61.6% in 2000 to 49.8% in 

2018 but recovered halfway to 55.2% in 

2022 

● But there was a increase in FLFPR from 

24.6% in 2018 to 36.6% in 2022 in rural 

India. It also increased by around 3.5% from 

20.4% in 2018 in urban areas 

● But still it is far less than required. 

● Why?  
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Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

Major features of Female Labor Force  

● Women in Unpaid Family Work (not even included in National Income ) 

● Choice of Employment is extremely gendered 

● Lack of Employment Opportunities in Urban areas 

● Limited Support to start own enterprise(Family Support ?,Social Support ? Govt Support in 

terms of Finance ?) 

Other Problems 

● Pink Jobs 

● Glass Ceiling and Glass Cliff 

● Gender Pay Gap (Indian Cricket Team) 

● Feminisation of Poverty 

Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

What Can Be done ? 

● Collectivising Women in SHGs 

● Connecting them to market :  More market interaction empowers women 

by enabling them to circumvent gender norms and reduce dependency on 

male family members 

● Availability of work near home so as to reduce migration. 

● Creating new opportunities so as to decrease the competition to 

males(Author’s View) 

● Need for a better work environment: Safety and basic facilities in the 

workplace (toilets and crèches) should be made available.  
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Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

Steps taken by Government  

● The Code on Social Security, 2020 has the provisions for enhancement in paid 

maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 

● The Code on Wages 2019 has provisions that there shall be no discrimination in 

an establishment or any unit thereof among employees on the ground of gender 

in matters relating to wages by the same employer, in respect of the same work 

or work of similar nature done by any employee 

● Government is providing training to them through a network of Women Industrial 

Training institutes, National Vocational Training Institutes and Regional Vocational 

Training Institutes 

● Empowering Women through Self Help Group(SHG) and Lakhpati Didi 

Scheme(ministry of Rural Development) where  government has now set a target 

to uplift three crore women to Lakhpati status. 

○ The objective of lakhpati Didi Scheme  is to shift the focus from social and 

financial inclusion to entrepreneurial success. 

● Stand Up India scheme which facilitates bank loans for setting up a new enterprise 

in manufacturing, services, agri-allied activities, or the trading sector by 

SC/ST/Women entrepreneurs by providing  bank loans between INR 10 lakh and up 

to 1 crore. 

Focus on female employment to counter unemployment 

Mains Question  

Q. Females face a specific set of challenges while participating in labor force .What are 

the problems faced by female workforce in India ? What steps government has taken to 

address them ? 

(250 Words,15 marks) 
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Nipah Disease 

Kerala Health 
Minister confirmed 
Nipah infection in a 
14-year-old boy from 
Malappuram district 
in Kerala. 

Nipah outbreaks 
have been reported 
in Kozhikode district 
in 2018, 2021, and 
2023 and in 
Ernakulam district in 
2019 

Presence of Nipah virus 
antibodies had been detected 
in bats in Kozhikode, 
Wayanad, Idukki, 
Malappuram and Ernakulam 
districts. 

Nipah Disease 

● According to WHO, the Nipah virus infection 
is a newly emerging zoonosis, that is, a 
disease transmitted from animals to humans.  

● Nipah surfaced in Kerala in 2018  
● The symptoms of Nipah are similar to that of 

influenza: fever, muscle pain, and 
respiratory problems. Inflammation of the 
brain can also cause disorientation.  

● Late onset of Encephalitis can also occur. 
● Sometimes a person can have an 

asymptomatic infection, and be a carrier of 
Nipah and not show any symptoms. 
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Nipah 

- The disease initially emerged in Malaysia and Singapore in 1998 and 1999. 

- It was first detected in domestic pigs and has since been identified in several 

other domestic animals, including dogs, cats, goats, horses, and sheep. 

- The disease is transmitted by fruit bats, also known as 'flying foxes,' of the 

genus Pteropus, which are natural reservoir hosts for the Nipah viruses. 

- The virus can be found in bat urine and potentially in bat feces, saliva, and 

birthing fluids. 

- Currently, there are no vaccines available for either humans or animals. 

Second Thomas Shoal 

● Located about 105 nautical miles (195 km) west 
to Philippines.Hence Philippines’ Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). 

● Part of the Spratly Islands, an area with 
overlapping territorial claims by China, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Taiwan. 

● Strategically important due to its position in the 
South China Sea, a major maritime trade route 
rich in natural resources. 

As per United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS): 

An Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is an ocean area 
extending up to 200 nautical miles (230 miles/370 km) 
beyond a nation’s territorial sea, where the coastal 
nation has jurisdiction over both living and non-
living resources. 
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Second Thomas Shoal 

What is the South China Sea Dispute? 

● A dispute over territory and 
sovereignty over ocean areas as 
well as the Paracels and the 
Spratlys  islands. 

● Many countries- China, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
and Brunei all have competing 
claims. 

● Chinese claims: an area defined by 
the “nine-dash line”. 

Dyson spheres 

Dyson sphere: an energy 
devourer 
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Dyson spheres 

Dyson spheres 

● The Dyson sphere is named after theoretical physicist Freeman Dyson (1923-

2020), who hypothesised its existence.  

● He said that technologically advanced civilisations will have such a tremendous 

demand for energy that they will have to harness the entire radiative power of a 

star, using solar energy collectors arranged in a sphere around the orb. 

● Dyson also figured that these spheres would emit excess heat from the star as 

infrared radiation, which he said astronomers could look for as an indirect sign of 

intelligent life — especially life capable of building such megastructures. 

● In May this year, scientists set out to look specifically for the signature of Dyson 

spheres. They scanned 5 million stars within 1,000 light years of the earth. After 

analysing this data, they found seven stars whose infrared radiation they could not 

explain. 
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