
 

 

 

 
 
 
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

31st JULY, 2024 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

S.NO. TOPIC 
1. MAINS ORIENTED NEWS 
2. INDIA’S OPEN ECOSYSTEMS FACING AN UNUSUAL THREAT: ENCROACHING TREES 
3. OPTION OR STRATAGEM ? 
4. WAYANAD LANDSLIDES 
5. UNITED STATES OVERTAKES UAE AS INDIA’S SECOND LARGEST LNG SUPPLIER 
6. PLACE IN NEWS: ETHIOPIA 

 
The Hindu Analysis- 31st July 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

MAINS ORIENTED NEWS 
1. India’s open ecosystems facing an unusual threat: encroaching trees: (GS Paper- III - ConservaƟon, 

Environmental PolluƟon and DegradaƟon, Environmental Impact Assessment.) 
2. OpƟon or Stratagem? (GS Paper- II -Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure) 
3. Wayanad Landslide: (GS Paper- III - Disaster and Disaster Management.) 

Prelims Oriented News: 
 United States overtakes UAE as India’s second largest LNG supplier 
 Place in News: Ethiopia 

 

INDIA’S OPEN ECOSYSTEMS FACING AN UNUSUAL THREAT: ENCROACHING TREES 
 Grasslands and savannahs are biodiverse 

habitats in tropical and temperate regions 
throughout the world. 

 AcƟviƟes threatening them include:  
 The conversion of grasslands,  
 Intensive agriculture,  
 Loss due to erosion, 
 Large-scale development projects, 

and 
 Overgrazing. 

 But lurking among these usual suspects is 
also a highly unusual one: trees. 

 The increase in tree and shrub cover is called woody encroachment. 

Why woody encroachment? 
 Grasslands are generally maintained by certain natural as well as human acƟviƟes like 

 grazing and fire, 
 they limit the growth of tree species. But once these regimes are disrupted, trees have the calm 

they need to establish themselves and start woody encroachment. 
 A higher concentraƟon of carbon dioxide in the air encourages deep-rooted woody plants in 

grasslands to proliferate. 
 Once trees become dominant in a system, they may further suppress grasses through shading 

and fire suppression. 

Indian Grasslands: 
 Western arid grasslands; (Issue?- fragmented patches in a sea of forests 

and Intensive Agriculture) 
 Floodplain grasslands in Himalayan landscape; Mostly inside protected 

areas - Home to many endangered species- one-horned rhinoceroses, 
swamp deer, Bengal floricans etc 

 High-alƟtude Shola grasslands crown the Western Ghats 
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Reasons? 

        
India’s large-scale tree plantation programmes: 

1. Banni grasslands 
 spread of the invasive species Prosopis juliflora — which the Gujarat Forest Department planted 

in 1961 to combat deserƟficaƟon and provide firewood to communiƟes — has since transformed 
swaths of the grasslands into a Prosopis woodland. 

2. Shola grasslands, 
 eucalyptus plantaƟons 

3. Terai grasslands of the Himalaya. 
 Malabar silk-coƩon tree 

 
Issues? 

1. Woody encroachment in open ecosystems has altered biodiversity. There has been a big decline in 
grassland birds. 

2. It changes the soil condiƟons, which changes the grass species Invite increased predaƟon: the grass 
allowed grassland species to hide from predators 

3. Example: Decrease in populaƟon of grassland specialist rodents in the Banni grasslands of Kutch. 
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OPTION OR STRATAGEM ? 
Context : 
 Misuse of Powers by Governors when it comes to assent of bills by the State legislatures. 
 Seen in opposiƟon ruled states of Punjab, Telangana, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

Powers of Governors over assent of Bills : 
 ArƟcle 200, when a Bill is passed by the state legislature, the Governor has four opƟons: 

1. grant assent to the bill; 
2. withhold assent to the bill ; 
3. return the bill for reconsideraƟon, if it is not a Money Bill : If 

the legislature passes the bill again, with or without 
amendments, the Governor has to give assent; 

4. reserve the bill for the consideraƟon of the President. 
 Earlier the governors were exercising (2) excessively but aŌer SC 

curtailed it now they are exercising (4) 
 Seven Bills from Kerala that may not normally require the 

President’s assent were sent up to RashtrapaƟ Bhavan 

Powers of Governors over assent of Bills : 
 Punjab case 

 The Court ruled that Governors do not have a veto over Bills, 
and that whenever they withheld assent, they were bound 
to return the Bills to Assembly; and if the Assembly adopted 
the Bills, with or without amendments, they were bound to 
grant assent. 

 Telangana Case 
 SC observed that Governors were expected to act on Bills “as 

soon as possible” 

Article Says : 
1. Travesty of the ConsƟtuƟon as it is deliberate inacƟon on 

Bills passed by the Assemblies. 
2. Strategy of Governors: Governors have taken to the 

stratagem of sending Bills they disapprove of to the President 
for consideraƟon. 

3. Subvert Federalism: President refuses assent, based on the 
advice of the Union government, there is no recourse leŌ for 
the State legislatures. 

4. Centre is given a contrived veto over State laws — 
something not envisaged in the ConsƟtuƟon 

 Time for the Court to adjudicate the quesƟon and place limitaƟons on the use of the opƟon given to 
Governors. 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

WAYANAD LANDSLIDES 
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Landslides 
 It is a sudden and rapid movement of a mass of rock, soil, or debris down a slope under the influence 

of gravity. 

Causes 
1. Natural Causes (Heavy Rainfall, 

Earthquake, Volcanic erupƟons, 
Geological ComposiƟon etc.) 

2. Man Made/Anthropogenic Causes 
(DeforestaƟon,unregulated mining 
and quarrying acƟviƟes,Climate 
changes and its aŌer effects like heavy 
rain,melƟng of glaciers etc.) 

 As per ISRO’s Landslide Atlas of India 
more than 12 % of India’s area is prone to 
landslides 

 North-Western Himalayas(Max Prone 
Area ) 

 North-Eastern Himalayas 
 Western Ghats 
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Landslide in Himalayan Region vs Western Ghats 
 In Himalayan region : High tectonic acƟviƟes and young mountains,unconsolidated sediments,rivers 

at young stage,anthropogenic factors 
 Western Ghats : Rainfall,mining and quarrying,deforestaƟon 

 
 An evaluaƟon of landslide occurrences in the Kerala and TN part of Western Ghats reveals the 

following main features: 
 Almost all mass movements occur during monsoons (SW and NE monsoon) in the western flank of 

western Ghats and during occasional cyclonic events in the eastern flank indicaƟng that main 
triggering mechanism is the over- saturaƟon of overburden caused by heavy rains. 

 Improper land use pracƟces (heavy Ɵlling, agricultural pracƟces and seƩlement paƩerns) 
deforestaƟon, culƟvaƟon of seasonal crops and increase in seƩlements. 

 natural drainage lines on slopes are blocked or modified without adequate provision for surface 
drainage of excess storm water during high intensity rains prevalent in the area. 

 Developmental acƟviƟes like construcƟon of buildings, road cuƫng, embankments, causes 
modificaƟon of natural slopes 

Measures 
 Early Warning System - Monitoring and Risk 

Assessment 
 Proper Land Use Planning 
 Community Awareness and Capacity development 

(educaƟon and training) 
 Immediate Response 

Such above steps included in NDMA Guidelines for 
Landslides 
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Madhav Gadgil Report 
 Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) in 2010, chaired by ecologist Dr Madhav Gadgil. 
 To study the impact of populaƟon pressure, climate change and development acƟviƟes on the 

Western Ghats. 

Recommendations of the Gadgil Panel: 
 The Western Ghats region should be converted into an Ecologically SensiƟve Area (ESA) 
 Three Zones with varying degree of ProtecƟon 

 ESZ 1 
 ESZ 2 
 ESZ 3 

 The panel recommended highest degree of protecƟon in ESZ-1 and ESZ-2 categories. 
 GeneƟcally modified crops ,plasƟc bags be prohibited, Special Economic Zones,new hill staƟons 

should not be permiƩed 
 All developmental acƟviƟes like mining, construcƟon of thermal power plants, and dams were to stop 

along with the decommissioning of similar projects that have completed their shelf life in ESZ 1. 
 RecommendaƟons were later on diluted by K.Kasturirangan CommiƩee Report. 
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UNITED STATES OVERTAKES UAE AS INDIA’S SECOND LARGEST LNG SUPPLIER 
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PLACE IN NEWS: ETHIOPIA 
Ethiopia receives IMF relief 
 Several armed conflicts: Although the ceasefire between the government and the Tigray People’s 

LiberaƟon Front (TPLF) conƟnues to hold in northern Ethiopia, other conflicts and regional 
instabiliƟes persist. 

 Climate shocks: likelihood of El Niño-induced flooding  

Current Economic Situation: the African country has about $28 billion of external debt and is grappling with 
sky-high inflation at around 20% and a shortage of foreign currency reserves. 
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