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A MOMENT FOR JUST TRANSITION LITIGATION TO TAKE WING 

 
 

 A "just transiƟon" refers to the process of moving towards a more sustainable, low-carbon economy 
while ensuring fairness and equity for workers, communiƟes, and regions currently dependent on 
carbon-intensive industries. 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

1. What does "just transition" mean in India's context? 
 In India, a just transiƟon involves shiŌing away from fossil fuels and other environmentally 

unsustainable pracƟces while ensuring that the livelihoods and well-being of workers and 
communiƟes are protected. This includes not only the coal sector but also other industries like oil 
and gas, automoƟve, agriculture, and manufacturing. 

2. Why is there a need for a just transition in India? 
 The need arises from: 

 Global efforts to combat climate change and meet Paris Agreement goals 
 India's own commitments to reduce carbon emissions and increase renewable energy use 
 The potenƟal economic and social disrupƟon in regions dependent on carbon-intensive 

industries 
 The necessity to protect vulnerable workers and communiƟes across various sectors 
 The opportunity to create a more sustainable, resilient, and diversified economy 

3. What are the main challenges in implementing a just transition in India? 
 Key challenges include: 

 Dependence of certain states and regions on fossil fuel industries for revenue and 
employment 

 Poor socio-economic condiƟons of many workers in affected industries 
 Low educaƟon levels and lack of alternaƟve skills among workers 
 Health issues prevalent among workers in polluƟng industries 
 Gender-based inequaliƟes and safety concerns 
 Lack of economic diversificaƟon in many regions 
 Balancing rapid economic growth with environmental sustainability 
 Large-scale informal employment in various sectors 

4. What policies are being considered for a just transition in India? 
 India's approach is likely to focus on: 

 Developing comprehensive transiƟon plans for affected industries and regions 
 Ensuring sustainable livelihoods and social infrastructure for affected communiƟes 
 CreaƟng a sustainable environment in areas transiƟoning away from polluƟng industries 
 PromoƟng economic diversificaƟon and green job creaƟon 
 Addressing the specific needs of formal and informal workers across sectors 
 IntegraƟng just transiƟon principles into broader climate and development policies 
 Enhancing skills and educaƟon to prepare the workforce for green jobs 
 PromoƟng renewable energy and clean technologies 

5. What is the way forward for a successful just transition in India? 
 RecommendaƟons include: 

 ConducƟng detailed assessments of affected workers and communiƟes across various sectors 
 Developing sector-specific transiƟon strategies (e.g., for coal, automoƟve, agriculture) 
 Simplifying eligibility criteria for training and skill development programs 
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 Ensuring social protecƟon and minimum wages to prevent poverty and outmigraƟon 
 Introducing employment schemes in affected areas 
 Improving basic infrastructure to aƩract green investments 
 Addressing gender-specific challenges and increasing women's representaƟon 
 Early economic diversificaƟon, especially in regions highly dependent on single industries 
 AdopƟng a comprehensive approach that considers educaƟon, health, and social factors 
 Engaging in mulƟ-stakeholder dialogues involving government, industry, workers, and 

communiƟes 
 Mobilizing finance for just transiƟon iniƟaƟves, including internaƟonal climate finance 
 IntegraƟng just transiƟon principles into naƟonal and state-level development plans 

 These expanded FAQs provide a more comprehensive understanding of the just transiƟon concept in 
India, covering its broader meaning, necessity, challenges, policy consideraƟons, and potenƟal ways 
forward across various sectors and regions. 

QUESTION: 
Q.1 Highlight the significance of just transition framework to advance ecological justice? 
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CHANGE IN BANGLADESH, THE CHALLENGES FOR INDIA 
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WHY HIMALAYAN TOWNS NEED A DIFFERENT KIND OF DEVELOPMENT 

 
QUESTION: 
Q.2 Discuss the primary environmental challenges in the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). Propose 

measures to advance an ecocentric approach to development in the region. 
 
 

 
What are the Government Initiatives to Protect IHR? 
 NaƟonal Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) 
 Indian Himalayas Climate AdaptaƟon Programme (IHCAP) 
 SECURE Himalaya Project 
 Integrated Himalayan Development Program (IHDP) 
 National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) 
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