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REFUGEE RIGHTS, THE GENDERED NATURE OF DISPLACEMENT

Refugee rights, the gendered nature of displacement

rmed conflict, violence, human rights

abuses, and persecution compel

millions across the world to flee their

homes and homelands for survival,
and become ‘displaced people’ in the process.
According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), by the end
of 2023, 11.73 crore people, worldwide, had been
forcibly displaced due to persecution, conflict,
violence, human rights violations or events
seriously disturbing public order. Among them,
3.76 crore were refugees. With the Israel-Hamas
war having escalafed smce then, the
Ukraine-Russia war continuing, and Rohingyas
ficing fresh threats in Myanmar, the nimber of
refugees worldwide is only expected to multiply
significantly.

Female face to refugee demographics

India has historically been perceived as a
‘refugee-receiving’ nation having hosted over
2,00,000, diverse refugee groups since its
independence. As of January 31, 2022, 46,000
refugees and asylum-seekers were registered with
UNHCR India. 46% of this population is
comprised of women and girls, a
disproportionately burdened and vulnerable
group. They are made solely accountable for
children, are often the last to flee, are saddled
with gendered care-giving responsibility for both
the old and the young, and are often required to
single-handedly bear responsibility for the
family’s sustenance.

The United Nations Population Fund has
acknowledged that “the face of displacement is
female”. The gendered nature of displacement
impacts women’s physical and mental health as
well as their well-being. Refugee women are
affected by a multitude of stressors spanning
deaths of partners and children, hardships of
camp life, complex alterations in family
dynarmics, limited access to community
networks, and reduced safety. Prolonged conflict,
post-conflict gender role shifts, a breakdown of
traditional social support systems, and
socio-economic challenges associated with
displacement collectively expose refugee women
to increased risks of gender-based abuse,
including practices such as transactional sex.

The enhanced exposure to physical and sexual
violations renders them unduly susceptible to
psychological and psychosocial conditions such
as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety
disorder and depression. Displaced women are
twice as likely to exhibit symptoms of PTSD and
over four times as likely to exhibit depression, as
compared to their male counterparts. A study in
Darfur, Sudan showed that 72% of displaced
women were affected with conditions such as
PTSD and general distress due to traumatic
events and living conditions in camps. Evidence ,
indicates that female refugees are at a greater risk
of developing diagnosable mental health-related
illnesses when compared to their male
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Refugee
women,
especially those
with disabilities
are guaranteed
certain rights
but are seldom
able to realise
them given the
multitude of
barriers

they face

counterparts. Social and gender inequalities,
especially when refugee populations belong to
patriarchal societies, lead to the experiences and
testimonies of displaced women being dismissed.
This epistemic injustice results in their conditions
often going unnoticed. Displaced women with
psychological vulnerabilities also end up being
stigmatised and isolated. Given their limited
financial resources, refugee families tend to
prioritise physical over mental health, and the
health of men over women. Consequently, it is
not surprising that displaced women with
psychosocial disabilities rarely, if ever, receive
necessary support. Mental health service use has
been reported to be lower among refugees than
local populations and among women than men.
The situation is worse when the host society is
also traditionally patriarchal, as is the case with
India. In India, community participation is
predominantly male-dominated, leaving refugee
women isolated in a foreign land without a
platform to voice their concerns. Further, the
pervasive stigma surrounding psychosocial
disabilities restricts their access to information.
The mental health services then available to them
are typically either in government hospitals that
have extended wait times or through support
services by (unregulated) non-governmental
organisations. These services are often only
sought, after issues have severely escalated. In
seeking these limited options as well, refugee
women encounter challenges such as stigma,
feelings of shame, communication barriers, and
limited mental health literacy and awareness of
available services.

Conventions, rights and India’s role
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD), recognises ‘long-term
mental or intellectual impairments which, I
interaction with various barriers, may hinder full
and effective participation in society’ as
‘psychosocial disability’; it guarantees a plethora
of rights to the affected persons. The UNCRPD
also recognises that ‘women and girls with
disabilities are subject to multiple discrimination’
and mandates measures to ensure ‘full and equal
enjoyment by them of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms’ (Article 6). These
guarantees are required to be secured to all
without any discrimination (Article 5).

India ratified the UNCRPD and, subsequently,
enacted the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Agt, 2016 (RPWDA) which provides _
corresponding guarantees to persons with

isabilities. While the term ‘psychosocial
disability’ is not yet a part of the country’s
legislative parlance, “mental illness” is used to
describe ‘a substantial disorder of thinking,
mood, perception, orientation or memory that
grossly impairs judgement, behaviour, capacity to
recognise reality or ability to meet the ordinary
demands oflife... Persons with ‘mental illness’,
as a category of persons with disabilities, are

guaranteed a host of rights under the RPWDA,
including the right to health care, encompassing
free and barrier-free access besides priority in
attendance and treatment (Section 25). The
RPWDA also mandates the state to ensure that
women with disabilities enjoy their rights equally
with others (Section 4).

However, simply by virtue of their not being
Indian nationals, refugee women with
psychosocial disabilities are filtered oyt from the
implementation of this guarantee. This is
atributable to factors such as the legal and
administrative framework’s oversight of
non-nationals in distribution of rights and
services, social stigma and discrimination, lack of
awareness, language barriers and financial
constraints.

‘The Supreme Court of India has consistently
affirfied refugees inherent right to life under
Article 21, encompassing the right to health.
However, refugees’ access to health-care services
is extremely limited and predominantly restricted
to government hospitals. They are excluded from
most public health and nutrition programmes
available to citizens, and given their limited
means, private hospitals are prohibitively
expensive. Consequently, in the absence of any
express guarantees extending the purview of the
RPWDA to refugees with disabilities or
safeguarding their interests as per the UNCRPD
(Articles 6, 11 and 18), refugee women with
‘psychosocial disability’ or “mental illness”
despite being guaranteed the right to health
remain unable to realise it. The ensuing violation
of their right to life not only contradicts the
express directives of the Court but also renders
the mandate of the UNCRPD hollow and
nugatory.

Filling up the structural gap

India is neither a party to the 1951 Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol, nor does it
have any specific domestic legislation pertaining
to refugees, let alone refugees with disabilities.
Given the vast refugee population in the country,
it is imperative to establish a uniform, codified
framework that provides adequate language for
implementing India’s international commitments.
This is also necessitated by the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, which emphasises
empowering vulnerable populations, including
persons with disabilities and refugees.

To secure the implementation of the aforesaid
guarantees, it is crucial to integrate refugees with
disabilities into relevant policies and programmes
in an accessible manner. Effective policy-making
also depends on collection of disaggregated data
on their health conditions, necessitating swift and
systematic identification and registration
processes.

‘What remains to be seen is how and when this
is done. Until then, the pressing question is,
whether they must continue to endure, or, lose
hope and give up.
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Statistical Data
of Refugees- »~~

108.4 M (Approx.) _, Syria
Forcibly displaced people #f "‘:-"':" ; e, = Originates maximum it

worldwide v 6.8 M refugees
Tiirkive (Turkey) % ( )

vo (Turkey) 40% (Approx.) o
Hosts maximum Q Children below 0
36M refugees 18 years of age

India hosts approx. 2.9 Lakh Refugees and Asylum-Seekers

2% Others™
1% Afghanistan™

14% Myanmar™

43% Sri Lankan®

(assisted by Government of India)

34% Tibetan®

assisted by Government of India)

*Refugees registered by the Government of India | Source- https;//www.unhcr.org/in/
** Refugees and Asylum-Seekers registered with UNHCR India (as of 31 March 2023)

Who is a Refugee?

% In layman’s terms, refugees are those people who have fled their countries of origin due to the
reasons of feared persecution, conflict, generalized violence, public disorder, etc. They are those
people who are in need of international protection. The 1951 Convention on Refugees put forth the
following conditions for someone being classified as a refugee:

# The person or group is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin.

@ The reason for such unwillingness is a well-founded fear of persecution.

+ The reasons for this persecution range from race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular
social group, or political opinion.

@« The said person, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of his/her
country.

«* For eg. A Syrian national leaving the country after the onset of Civil War for Europe could be classified
as a refugee.
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Refugees are inherently different from migrants as the latter is a person who makes a conscious
choice to leave their country to seek better opportunities abroad. The migrants are also free to return
home anytime, which is not the case with refugees, as their travel abroad is not a matter of choice
but forced.

India’s Refugee Policy

/7
0’0

The government’s stance towards refugees in India has always remained accommodative in the past.
Refugees fleeing war torn regions like Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Tibet, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh have
found a place to stay in India.

« [India lacks any specific legislation to address the problem of refugees in India despite their
increasing inflow.

@+ |ndia is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention on Refugees or even the 1967 Protocol
Relating to the Status of Refugees.

@ The Foreigners Act of 1946 fails to address the problems faced by refugees in India as a whole. It
also gives unbridled power to the Central government to deport anyone considered a foreign
citizen.

« The Supreme Court ruled in 1996 that persons, including foreign nationals, are entitled to the
right to equality and the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.

@« |ndia is still a signatory to a number of United Nations and World Conventions on Human Rights,
which form a part of customary International law and protect the refugees in India.

Legal Framework to handle Refugees in India

/7
0’0

/7
0’0

Article 51: According to this Article, the state should make efforts to promote adherence to treaty
obligations and international law in interactions between organized groups of people.

The 1946 Foreigners Act: The Central government is given the authority to find, arrest, and even
deport unauthorized foreign nationals under Section 3 of this Act.

Indian Passport (Entry) Act of 1920: According to Section 5 of this Act, the Indian Constitution’s
Article 258(1) allows for the forceful removal of an illegitimate foreigner from the country.

The 1939 Registration of Foreigners Act: All foreign nationals who are entering India on a long-term
visa that is greater than 180 days are expected to register with a Registration Officer within fourteen
days of their arrival in India.

1955 Citizenship Act: It included clauses for renunciation, termination, and citizenship deprivation
under the Act.

2019 Citizenship Amendment Act: Recently passed, it exclusively intends to provide citizenship to
immigrants who have suffered persecution in Bangladesh, Pakistan, or Afghanistan who belong to the
religions of Hinduism, Christianity, Jainism, Parsi, Sikhism, or Buddhism.

Q.1 Discuss India’s policy on refugees. How do you think India should react to the crisis in Bangladesh
and influx of refugees?
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THE MAKING OF THE BANGLADESH REVOLT

The making of the
Bangladesh revolt

How students took down an elected government prone to authoritar

1. Rabiul Alam reports on the

developments from July 1. when images coming out of the country showed a movement driven by both anger
and courage. University representatives are now part of the country’s interim government

BANC

Dhaka &

LADESH

s dawn approached on Saturday
morning of July 20, a disturbing scene
unfolded in Monsur Nagar Housing
tate in Savar upazila, on the outskirts

of Dhaka. Some eight to 10 plainclothes men

“Ind

is
cffectively

Janata Party government came to power for a
third term this year.

‘When violence broke out, about 300 Indian
students who had been pursuing MBBS degree:
returned home. The internet was cut, and it was

the students’ movement emerged from
deep-seated political and social angst against
auu]m(.mamsm and human rights vio

cently released former army officer Brigadier
General Abdullahil Aman Azmi that there are ma-
ny others in that Aynaghor. We went to the DGF1

was 50 strong it compelled Hasina to resi off ned there and to talk
presence of the three service chiefs and flee the | about the issue.” Th nd that the prisoners
country, on August 5 this year. The former P be released together ead of separately.

ne
Minister, elected for the fifth time in January this
vear, arrived in India and continues o be here,
her future plans uncertain.

When she lefi her official residence, Ganabha-
ban, the public stormed its lavish premises. The
world saw images of people making off with suit-
cases and deep freezers, but also goats, fish, and
a German Shepherd pup. Statues of Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman, Hasina's father, considered the
ing father of Bangladesh, were vandalised,
video going viral.

The army chief, General Waker-Uz-Zaman,
called for peace, and on August 6 it was an-
nounced that Muhammad Yunus, the 84-year-old
neer of microfinance who won the Nobel
prize in 2006, would lead an interim govern-

Media strangulation
The Bangladeshi media have often accused the
government of stifling freedom of speech and as-
sembly. According to a research paper by the
Centre for Governance Studies (CGS), at least 451
Jjournalists were sued under the Digital Security
Act (DSA) since its inception and 255 of them
were sued for their journalistic reports. Among
the accused, 209 journalists are associated with
national-level Bangladesh media and 197 with re-
gional media outlets. The CGS found that at least
4,520 people have been charged in 1,436 case:
filed between October 2018 and September 202
Rd}lla:n Hossain, a journalist from Jago New:
outlet in Bangladesh, says jour-

identifying themselves as being from the detec- Bangladesh's difficult to reach friends and relatives. So far, 439 | ment, with 16 advi: cluding two student re- ists ladesh have faced u,.\ hiall
tive branch (DB) of Bangladesh Police, surround- o * | people have died in the violence, as per Prothom | presentatives. The Hasina government had filed purlhul.!rh when reporting on ve issues
ed the home of Abul Khair, a 70-year-old, who = O™ Alo, a leading newspaper in Bangladesh. over 200 cases against the Grameen Bank foun- enl‘nrced disappea-

Il.‘Ad fought in the 1971 war for freedom. The offic-
armed and aggressive, began shouting and
dem:mdcd that Khair open the gate, threatening
to break it down if he did not. Soon, they forceful-
ly entered, zed the family's pl
tained Khair's two sons, Arif Sohel, 27
hammad Ali Jowel.

While Jowel was released, Sohel went mi
for the next 36 hours. No police station the family
appnm:hed dt‘ll\k‘d his delemion: nor did (h v

beaten up and m)( gnen food. h)r this lmers]m

neighbour. It
isalsoa very
major trade
partner. It
makes no

relationship
with India

Under pressure from students, the Supreme
Court scaled back the quota on July 21 to 5%, with
an additional 2% for ethnic minorities. Sifat Ha-
san Sakib, one of the organisers from Dhaka’s go-
vernment-| l“lll\ Jagan th Ulll%e]‘:ll\« say.

the fight, eves :
peaceful environment on university campuses,
which has been absent for a long time due to the
student wing of the Awami League, Bangladesh
Chhaira League. Regular students’ union elec-
tions can play a crucial role in protecting the

der, for corruption.
It 't just student poli
Hasina government down. According to Bangla-
deshi human rights organisations, seq
have committed over 600 enforced disaj
rances since 2009. While some people were later
I d, produced in court, or said to have died
n armed exchange with secur
nenll\ 100 people remain missing, th

s that brought the

forces,

rances, nmj th' corruptions.

He says, “Journalists who dared to investigate
and report on these issues often faced severe
threats. The powers-that-be would go to great
lengths to silence us, using intimidation and fear
1o prevent any negative coverage. It w.
stant battle, and i nf us were put in position
where our safety w: simply for trying to
do our jobs.”

He adds that the situation was further compli-
cated by the government's blatant ‘favouritism’
for certain media outlets. “Newspapers that

the fami \ another victim of rights of students.” aligned with the ),merlmmm s .s];(.lld.l were
SHAHIDUL .
forced disappearas ALAM Students say the Bangladesh Cl hhnn League ve but ke to the granted numerous facili
ple of Bangladesh s Human rights dominates student life on h Hasina_allowed those that attempted tc
vivist ane ..

Sheikh Hasina's government used, to suppress
dissent. Then, he was officially shown as arrested
and placed on a seven-day remand in a case his
family says is fabricated. Sohel’s father says, “The
behavior of the law enforcement agencies was si-
milar to that of the Pakistani military dur-
ing the L\beraﬂnn W

d convener of the
of Students
|iuau0n movement that
swept the country from July 1. The stu-
dents were protesting the June 5 Dhaka
Supreme Court ruling to reinstate a 30%
government job quota for descendants of
1971 independence war veterans (the quo-
ta had been withdrawn in 2018).

I

Student unrest
Like many other movements across the world,
cluding India’s Mandal  Commission and Chi-
na's Tiananmen square, students across Bangl
desh took to the streets in the thousands. They
demanded the abolition of the quota and the
tablishment of a merit-based system instead. Un-
derlying the anti-quota prulcm though, was the
fear that members of the Awami League, the pol-
itical party that led Bangladesh's independence
movement against Pakistan, would benefit.

The student protests were met h a brutal
reaction from the government. ns went
through raids, in which thousands of students,

s, and others were arrested for
volvement in the Students Again:
iscrimination movement. A curfew was
posed on the midnight of July 19. Images of thy

“internal matter”, me way that Hasina's go-
vernment had de\mlm.i India’s Citizenship
Amendment Act in 2022, In fact, Hasina was the
first state guest to visit India after the Bharatiya

ographer

privileges only to its memhers
posts that no other student o
lowed to hold. Abdullah Al M:unull, a recent
gmduak- from the English l)cp.irlmzm of Dhaka
stra saying,
e to the
Sheikh Hasina wmllnl often
boast about economic development, but at the
same time, she allowed Chhatra League to dis-
mantle the education system in Bangladesh.”

He says the integrity of job examinations was
severely compromised. It was common for ex-
am paper leaks. Moreover, the viva boards were
biased, often favoring candidates affiliated with
Chhatra League. This left general students with
little hope of securing a job. The system was
rigged against us.

Bangladesh’s tipping point
Similar to how the 1857 uprising was sparked by a
long history of disenchantment with British op-

Smoke billows near a bumt Awami League party office as anti-govemment

protestors set fire to it in Dhaka on August 6, 2024 aFp

mantle the education

ABDULLAMN AL MAMUN
Graduate from the English Department, Dhaks College

These actions angered people. For instance,
Brigadier General (suspended) Abdullahil Am
Azmi was released from the detention centre
known as .\vn.lghdr (House 0I Mirrors), after

L{ll'vl 6. Azmi is the son of late Ghulam Azam, the
former ameer (chief) of the Jama; a
ic:

in present-day Pakistan.
was allegedly forcibly picked up from his resi-
dence on August 23, 2016, and had since been
missing. The Hasina government had repeatedly
denied the e e of Aynaghar and 23 other

detention camps, where political opponents
were alleged!

kept.

government had, on August 1,
ving it was a threat
y ally nf

Nationalist Party (BNP), who was lhen in
charges of corruption, but now released. *They
(Jamaat and BNP) just 1 used the tudem: as the

dor Antonio Alessandro called on her, news agen-
cy PTI reported.
maat’s central executive commitiee

nda, calls the 2024

election a "dummy election”.

After the fall of the H: regime, fami of
| prisoners secretly jailed under her rule
have gathered in front of Director General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI) headquarters. Sanjida
Islam Tulee, co-founder of Mayer Dak, an organ-
ization of the families of the victims of ‘enforced

tegrity were often dep:
es. This made it inc
det Joursalism 1o thrive, as the guvermnem
influence over the media landscape created an
environment where only the voices Ih.sl support-
ed the official narrative could prosper.

A rise in minoi olence

After Hasina's fall, there has also been a rise in
violence against the Hindu minority. According
to Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity
Council (BHBCUC), 200-300 Hindu homes and
businesses were vandalized, and 15-20 temples
were damaged. Many have been injured.

Rana Dasgupta, the general secretary of the
BHBCUC Oikya Parishad says, “Some of those
whose homes were attacked may be directl;
volved in Awami League politics, but 989
Hindus not it
hopes the interim government will restore stabil
ity and protect minorities. Student and Jamaat
leaders have put out statements asking suppor-
ters to guard temples and churches as diplomats
and rights groups expressed concerns over re-
ports of attacks on minority groups.
resident of the Bangladesh
the student wing of Jamaat-
.ws lhn do not consider any group a

it Everyone is

he s:ly-i desplm(lm group’s belief that the

reason for Hasina's political dominance in the

s Hindus, who form 8% of the

n of over 17 crore, were traditionally
Awami League supporters.

Photographer and human rights activist Shahi-
dul Alam says, “India is Bangladesh's

|.

dial relationship \AIIII tmlu " He hopes though
that a future relationship will be based on equal-
ity, rather than that of a *big brother’.
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GOVT. SAYS ‘CREAMY LAYER’ NOT APPLICABLE TO SC, ST QUOTA

Govt. says ‘creamy layer’ not
applicable to SC, ST quota

It is decided that reservation will be provided as per Babasahebs Constitution, says Ashwini

Vaishnaw after Cabinet meeting; no mention of ‘creamy layer’ in court’s verdict, says Law Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Friday categori-
cally asserted that

the principle of creamy
layer does not apply to re-
servation for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs). Announcing
this at a Cabinet briefing,
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that an ex-
tensive discussion was
held on the recent Su-
preme Court judgement
that allowed States to sub-
categorise SCs and STs.

“This government is
committed to the Constitu-
tional provisions given by
Babasaheb Bhim Rao Am-
bedkar. There is no provi-
sion of creamy layer in Ba-
basaheb’s  Constitution.
The Cabinet’s well thought
through decision is that it
is only as per Babasaheb’s
Constitution that reserva-
tion for SC/ST should be
provided,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said after a meeting of the
Union Cabinet.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as-

-
i \: 4

BJP’s Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha MPs of SC/ST communities submit a memorandum regarding the
verdict on reservation to Narendra Modi at the Parliament House in New Delhi. Ani

sured a group of BJP MPs
belonging to SC and ST
communities that no ‘crea-
my layer’ distinctions
would be applied within
the quota of jobs and seats
in educational institutions
reserved for SCs.

Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal also told the Lok
Sabha that the ‘creamy
layer’ principle was not
part of the Supreme
Court’s recent judgement
on sub-categorisation with-
in the SC quota. On August
1, the Supreme Court had
ruled in a 6:1 majority judg-
ment authored by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud

that States were permitted
to sub-classify communi-
ties within the SC list based
on empirical data, to grant
quotas within the reserved
category to uplift those
who belong to the more
underprivileged castes.
However, Justice B. R. Ga-
vai had said that States
must evolve a policy for
identifying the “creamy
layer” even among the SCs
and STs and deny them the
benefit of reservation.

In his meeting with the
MPs, including Mr. Megh-
wal and Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Kiren Riji-
ju, Mr. Modi was firm in his

assurances. After the meet-
ing at Parliament House,
former Union Minister and
BJP MP Faggan Singh Ku-
laste posted on X that the
delegation of MPs had re-
quested the Prime Minister
not to consider the opinion
of four judges who had ad-
vocated the application of
a ‘creamy layer’ principle
within the SC quota.

“Prime Minister Modi
agreed with the feelings ex-
pressed by the delegation
of MPs and said that he was
committed to not applying
the creamy layer within
the SC category,” Mr. Ku-
laste said.
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PINK BOLLWORM AND COTTON CULTIVATION

‘Cotton cultivation to be 10-12%
lower this season as yields fall

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

India’s cotton cultivation
has declined and will be 10-
12% lower this season from
the last one, said Cotton
Association of India presi-
dent Atul S. Ganatra.

Mr. Ganatra blamed this
on falling crop yields per
hectare. While the world
average is 800 kg per hec-
tare, it is almost half that in
India, at about 480 kg a
hectare. Indian farmers
earn 390,000 per hectare
compared with %5 lakh that
their Australian counter-
parts earn.

Mr. Ganatra told The
Hindu on Friday that the
area under cotton last year

e Type: Kharif Crop

was 127 lakh hectares. This
has dropped to 108 lakh
hectares so far this year.
“Sowing is almost over
and we expect it will reach
113 lakh hectares,” he said.

Pink bollworm

The crop size had reduced
in the northern region
(Punjab, Rajasthan, etc) by
almost 35% because of

Cotton

e Climate: 21-30 degree C and minimum of

180 frost-free days

= Rainfall: 50-100 cm ( nearly 65% of cotton

cropped area is rain-fed)

e States: Guj> MH> Telangana> Andhra> R}
e India’s position: 2nd (China is largest

cotton producer)

e Soil: Black cotton soil (high water

retention)

e Species of Cotton (all four are grown in

India): Asian Cotton (Gossypium

arboream and G. herbaceum); Egyptian

Cotton (G. barbadense); American Upland

Cotton( G. hirsutum)

Turkey

-

B
Mali, Senegal,
Burkina Faso,
Cote d’Ivoire,
Ghana

3

pink bollworm infestation.
While in Telangana it had
shrunk by 7% and in Guja-
rat the area fell by 13-15% as
farmers shifted to ground-
nut and tur dal.

Gujarat’s cotton yields
slid drastically likely due to
irregular rains last year.

The carry forward stock
for the next season could
be nil. While production is
likely to take a hit because
of the fall in area under cul-
tivation. Further, the go-
vernment has increased
the Minimum Support
Price for raw cotton by
I500 per quintal for the
2024-2025 season. This is
likely to raise cotton prices
next season, which begins
in October, he added.
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About Pink Bollworm:

% The pink bollworm (PBW), or Pectinophora gossypiella, is a moth that is a major pest to cotton in

many regions of the world.

% Itis known as “Pinky” because the larvae develop pink bands as they mature. The larvae are small
white caterpillars with eight pairs of legs and pink bands along their backs.

«+» The PBW lays eggs on cotton bolls, which hatch into larvae that burrow into the bolls and squares,

destroying the seeds and staining the lint. The larvae take on pinkish bands as they mature.

+* The Pink Bollworm is more widespread and serious than ever before in the states of Rajasthan and
Haryana which is affecting cotton crop.

About Pink Bollworm (PBW)

«» Itis one of the most destructive pests of cotton.
++ Distribution: Originally native to India, it is now recorded in nearly all the cotton-growing countries
of the world.

®
%

Description:

« The adults are small moths about 3/8 inch long and are dark brown with markings on the fore
wing.

+ The larval stage is the destructive and identifiable stage.

« The larvae have distinctive pink bands and can reach a length of % inches right before they pupate.

®
%

Ecological Threat:

« Adults lay eggs on cotton bolls; once hatched, the larvae eat the seeds and damage the fibers of
the cotton, reducing the yield and quality.

+ When the larvae mature, they cut out the boll and drop to the ground and cocoon near the soil
surface.

@« |t has also been observed to attack hibiscus, okra, and hollyhock plants.

« The PBW larvae burrow into the developing fruits (bolls) of cotton plants, and the damage affects
both the weight and quality of the harvested bolls containing the lint fibre and seeds inside.

Q.2 With reference to the effects of pink bollworm on cotton, consider the following statements?
1. Itreduces crop yield of cotton crop.
2. Itdoes not have any effect on the quality of the cotton..
Select the correct answer using the codes given below
[A] 1only
[B] 2only
[C] Both1and?2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2
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