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Who is a Refugee? 
 In layman’s terms, refugees are those people who have fled their countries of origin due to the 

reasons of feared persecuƟon, conflict, generalized violence, public disorder, etc. They are those 
people who are in need of internaƟonal protecƟon. The 1951 ConvenƟon on Refugees put forth the 
following condiƟons for someone being classified as a refugee: 

 The person or group is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin. 
 The reason for such unwillingness is a well-founded fear of persecuƟon. 
 The reasons for this persecuƟon range from race, religion, naƟonality, membership of a parƟcular 

social group, or poliƟcal opinion. 
 The said person, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protecƟon of his/her 

country. 
 For eg. A Syrian naƟonal leaving the country aŌer the onset of Civil War for Europe could be classified 

as a refugee. 
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 Refugees are inherently different from migrants as the laƩer is a person who makes a conscious 
choice to leave their country to seek beƩer opportuniƟes abroad. The migrants are also free to return 
home anyƟme, which is not the case with refugees, as their travel abroad is not a maƩer of choice 
but forced. 

India’s Refugee Policy 
 The government’s stance towards refugees in India has always remained accommodaƟve in the past. 

Refugees fleeing war torn regions like Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Tibet, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh have 
found a place to stay in India. 

 India lacks any specific legislaƟon to address the problem of refugees in India despite their 
increasing inflow. 

 India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee ConvenƟon on Refugees or even the 1967 Protocol 
RelaƟng to the Status of Refugees. 

 The Foreigners Act of 1946 fails to address the problems faced by refugees in India as a whole. It 
also gives unbridled power to the Central government to deport anyone considered a foreign 
ciƟzen. 

 The Supreme Court ruled in 1996 that persons, including foreign naƟonals, are enƟtled to the 
right to equality and the right to life under ArƟcle 21 of the ConsƟtuƟon. 

 India is sƟll a signatory to a number of United NaƟons and World ConvenƟons on Human Rights, 
which form a part of customary InternaƟonal law and protect the refugees in India. 

Legal Framework to handle Refugees in India 
 ArƟcle 51: According to this ArƟcle, the state should make efforts to promote adherence to treaty 

obligaƟons and internaƟonal law in interacƟons between organized groups of people. 
 The 1946 Foreigners Act: The Central government is given the authority to find, arrest, and even 

deport unauthorized foreign naƟonals under SecƟon 3 of this Act. 
 Indian Passport (Entry) Act of 1920: According to SecƟon 5 of this Act, the Indian ConsƟtuƟon’s 

ArƟcle 258(1) allows for the forceful removal of an illegiƟmate foreigner from the country. 
 The 1939 RegistraƟon of Foreigners Act: All foreign naƟonals who are entering India on a long-term 

visa that is greater than 180 days are expected to register with a RegistraƟon Officer within fourteen 
days of their arrival in India. 

 1955 CiƟzenship Act: It included clauses for renunciaƟon, terminaƟon, and ciƟzenship deprivaƟon 
under the Act. 

 2019 CiƟzenship Amendment Act: Recently passed, it exclusively intends to provide ciƟzenship to 
immigrants who have suffered persecuƟon in Bangladesh, Pakistan, or Afghanistan who belong to the 
religions of Hinduism, ChrisƟanity, Jainism, Parsi, Sikhism, or Buddhism. 

 
Question: 
Q.1  Discuss India’s policy on refugees. How do you think India should react to the crisis in Bangladesh 

and influx of refugees? 
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About Pink Bollworm: 
 The pink bollworm (PBW), or PecƟnophora gossypiella, is a moth that is a major pest to coƩon in 

many regions of the world. 
 It is known as “Pinky” because the larvae develop pink bands as they mature. The larvae are small 

white caterpillars with eight pairs of legs and pink bands along their backs. 
 The PBW lays eggs on coƩon bolls, which hatch into larvae that burrow into the bolls and squares, 

destroying the seeds and staining the lint. The larvae take on pinkish bands as they mature. 

Overview: 
 The Pink Bollworm is more widespread and serious than ever before in the states of Rajasthan and 

Haryana which is affecƟng coƩon crop. 

About Pink Bollworm (PBW) 
 It is one of the most destrucƟve pests of coƩon. 
 DistribuƟon: Originally naƟve to India, it is now recorded in nearly all the coƩon-growing countries 

of the world. 
 DescripƟon: 

 The adults are small moths about 3/8 inch long and are dark brown with markings on the fore 
wing. 

 The larval stage is the destrucƟve and idenƟfiable stage. 
 The larvae have disƟncƟve pink bands and can reach a length of ½ inches right before they pupate. 

 Ecological Threat: 
 Adults lay eggs on coƩon bolls; once hatched, the larvae eat the seeds and damage the fibers of 

the coƩon, reducing the yield and quality. 
 When the larvae mature, they cut out the boll and drop to the ground and cocoon near the soil 

surface. 
 It has also been observed to aƩack hibiscus, okra, and hollyhock plants. 
 The PBW larvae burrow into the developing fruits (bolls) of coƩon plants, and the damage affects 

both the weight and quality of the harvested bolls containing the lint fibre and seeds inside. 

Question: 
Q.2   With reference to the effects of pink bollworm on cotton, consider the following statements? 

1. It reduces crop yield of coƩon crop. 
2. It does not have any effect on the quality of the coƩon.. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
[A]  1 only 
[B]  2 only 
[C]  Both 1 and 2 
[D]  Neither 1 nor 2 
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