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THE ESSENCE OF INDIA’S INFLATION PROBLEM 

 
Headline Inflation: 
 Headline InflaƟon is the measure of total inflaƟon within an economy. It includes price rise in food, 

fuel and all other commodiƟes. 
 The inflaƟon rate expressed in Wholesale Price Index (WPI) usually denotes the headline inflaƟon. 

Though Consumer Price Index (CPI) values are oŌen higher, WPI values tradiƟonally make headlines. 
 Core InflaƟon (Underline InflaƟon or Non-food InflaƟon) 
 Core inflaƟon is also a term used to denote the extend of inflaƟon in an economy. But Core inflaƟon 

does not consider the inflaƟon in food and fuel. This is a concept derived from headline inflaƟon. 
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 There is no index for direct measurement of core inflaƟon and now it is measured by excluding food 
and fuel items from Wholesale Price Index (WPI) or Consumer Price Index (CPI). 

 Core inflaƟon = Headline inflaƟon – (Food and Fuel) inflaƟon. 

Question: 
Q.1  Core inflation is different from headline inflation because the former [UPSC EPFO 2016 General 

Ability Test Previous Year] 
(a) Ignores arƟcles of volaƟle nature in the price index 
(b) Considers arƟcles of volaƟle nature in the price index 
(c) Is not based on commodity price index 
(d) Considers only core items of consumpƟon in the price index 
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AFRICA IS NOT GETTING MPOX VACCINES DESPITE THE DISEASE’S ENDEMICITY 

 

     
 Mpox, also known as monkeypox, is a DNA virus. It belongs to the family Poxviridae, which consists 

of large, doublestranded DNA viruses. 
 The virus was first idenƟfied in monkeys in 1958 but has since been found to infect humans as well. 
 Transmission: Mpox is primarily transmiƩed to humans from animals, parƟcularly rodents and 

primates, through direct contact or through contaminated objects. 
 Symptoms: Mpox infecƟon in humans typically presents with fever, headache, muscle aches, and a 

characterisƟc rash that progresses from macules to papules to vesicles and pustules. 
 VaccinaƟon: While a vaccine for mpox exists, its availability and effecƟveness are limited, highlighƟng 

the need for improved prevenƟon and control measures. 
 Global Outbreaks: Mpox gained global aƩenƟon during a widespread outbreak that affected over 

100,000 people in more than 118 countries in 2022-2023. 
 The outbreak was characterised by high human-tohuman transmission, parƟcularly through close 

contact and the sexual route. 
 WHO DeclaraƟon: The World Health OrganizaƟon (WHO) declared the mpox outbreak a public health 

emergency, leading to coordinated efforts to control its spread. 

Question: 
Q.2   Consider the following statements: 

1. Mpox is a viral disease most found in Africa.  
2. The virus is a member of the Poxviridae family. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only   (b)  2 only  
(c)  Both 1 and 2  (d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
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