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PORT BLAIR TO BE RENAMED SRI VIJAYA PURAM 
 

            
 

 Port Blair, the capital of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is now renamed 'Sri Vijaya Puram'. It is a 
natural harbor. 

How did Port Blair get its name? 
 Port Blair was named aŌer Archibald Blair, a naval surveyor and 

lieutenant in the Bombay Marine. 
 He was the first officer to survey the Andaman Islands in detail. 
 “At first, Blair called it Port Cornwallis, aŌer Commodore William 

Cornwallis, a BriƟsh military leader. Later, it was renamed aŌer Blair 
himself.” 

 The East India Company (EIC) decided to colonize the islands to create 
a safe harbor and monitor the acƟviƟes of Malay pirates. 

 The island became a penal colony (prison colony) as convicts were sent 
there for forced labor. 

 AŌer the 1857 Revolt, many prisoners were sent to Port Blair. 
 Some were sentenced to life imprisonment, some were hanged, and many died due to disease and 

poor living condiƟons. 
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 As India's independence movement grew stronger in the late 19th century, the BriƟsh built a huge 
cellular jail by 1906, known as Kaala Paani. 

 Many freedom fighters, including Veer Savarkar, were imprisoned there. 

    
Cellular jail 
 

Famous Freedom Fighter who sent to Kaala Paani 

 
 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
 Popularly known as Veer Savarkar, was imprisoned and tortured in the Cellular Jail.The 

Port Blair airport is named aŌer him. 

 
 
 
 Sachindra Nath Sanyal 
 He played a key role in the Gadar party conspiracy and was sentenced to jail in the 

Cellular Jail. While in jail, he wrote his famous book BandiJeevan, A Life of CapƟvity. 
 
 
 
 Barindra Kumar Ghosh 
 He was the only freedom fighter to escape from the Cellular Jail in 1915. He was later 

caught and kept in solitary confinement for five years. 

 
  

Port Blair’s connection with the Cholas and Srivijaya 
 Historical records suggest that in the 11th century, the Chola emperor Rajendra I used the Andaman 

Islands as a naval base to aƩack Srivijaya, which is now in Indonesia. 
 The Cholas called the island Ma-Nakkavaram (meaning "great open land" or "naked land"), which 

possibly led to the modern name Nicobar during BriƟsh rule. 
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WEATHER GODS: MISSION MAUSAM 

 
Context:  
 MOeS launched ₹2,000 crore Mission Mausam 

 It primarily involves a major upgrade of instruments used by organizaƟons such as IMD. 
 These instruments that give regular updates on the changing parameters of wind speeds, 

atmospheric pressure, humidity, and temperature at various elevaƟons of the atmosphere 
 Mission Mausam is broader than NaƟonal Monsoon Mission as it seeks to open more vistas 

 It seeks to set up a ‘cloud-simulaƟon chamber’ which will help model rain clouds. 
 They would then test various “weather intervenƟons” such as seeding clouds and tweaking them 

to control the rainfall from them 
 There are also plans to control lightning. 

 Lightning strikes are the number one cause of nature-propelled deaths, above floods and 
landslide 

 The complexiƟes posed by climate change suggest that mulƟple fronts may have to be opened to 
miƟgate the effects of greenhouse gas emissions. 
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National Monsoon Mission, launched in 2012 
 Following are the targets of Monsoon Mission: 

i. Development of a seamless predicƟon system using monsoon mission model, on different 
Ɵme scales, like Seasonal (for whole Monsoon season), Extended range (up-to 4 weeks), Short 
range predicƟon (up-to 5 days). 

ii. IniƟate and coordinate working partnership between Indian and foreign insƟtutes to develop 
a system for predicƟon of extremes and climate applicaƟons. 

iii. Develop and implement system for climate applicaƟons having social impacts (such as 
agriculture, flood forecast, extreme events forecast, wind energy, etc.) 

iv. Advanced data assimilaƟon system for preparing high-quality data for model predicƟons. 
 The models developed under the NaƟonal Monsoon Mission (NMM) have shown very high skill in 

predicƟng important weather events on different Ɵme scales during the last 3 years. 
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THE SHOCK OF CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE SOLUTION 

 
The infrastructure sector has been one of the key drivers of the Indian economy: 
 The challenges within: 

1. One of the most common issues faced by most projects, parƟcularly those that are government-
sponsored, are Ɵme delays and cost overruns. 

2. BureaucraƟc Delays and Regulatory Issues: Any industrial or commercial acƟvity in India requires 
mulƟple clearances from the Ɵme of concepƟon to the commissioning of the project. 

3. Gaps in project management pracƟces: Lack of comprehensive planning and management by 
urban local bodies, and a lack of capacity of local self government insƟtuƟons. Sufficient 
aƩenƟon, Ɵme and experƟse are not devoted during the project planning stage. 

Solution 
 Therefore, building our experience in project management is crucial for India to conƟnue on its high-

growth trajectory in years ahead. 
 TradiƟonal project management pracƟces require an overhaul to integrate modern tools and 

techniques. 
 "In the United Kingdom, the Infrastructure and Projects Authority has a special emphasis on the 

processes involved for project compleƟon. China, Saudi Arabia and a few other countries have set 
up similar agencies for end-to end project deliveries." 
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 We also have PM GaƟ ShakƟ, the NaƟonal Master Plan, where government ministries/departments 
work to bring all stakeholders to work on an integrated plaƞorm. However, the quality of projects 
during implementaƟon and the integrity of the team overseeing the projects will also be criƟcal. 

 To address these challenges, a holisƟc “Program Management Approach” is needed. Programme 
management relies on well-defined and proven business delivery processes and tools to achieve the 
overall mission objecƟves within specified Ɵme and budget constraints. This can only be achieved if 
we are able to develop an industry-ready workforce. 

 

TATHASTU IC
S


