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UNREALISTIC OUTLOOK: INDIA’S EFFORTS AT PEACEMAKING  
BETWEEN RUSSIA, UKRAINE HAVE LIMITED POTENTIAL 

 

                
 

Context:  
 NaƟonal Security Adviser Ajit Doval's Recent meeƟngs, including with Russian President Vladimir 

PuƟn and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. 
 Doval's meeƟng with PuƟn also highlighted India's potenƟal role as a mediator in the Russia-

Ukraine conflict. 
 In the last few weeks, speculaƟon has grown that India might play a role in ending the Russia-

Ukraine conflict, though this seems difficult given the war's escalaƟon. 

Recent events: 
 Ukraine aƩacked Russian territory (Kursk), and Russia responded with heavy missile strikes. 
 Ukraine is seeking permission from the US and UK for long-range strikes on Russia, which could 

escalate the conflict into a Russia-NATO war. 

What can be India's possible roles in ending the War: 
 Message mediator: India has previously conveyed messages between both sides. 
 Peace proposal: India could create a peace plan, though other proposals have failed, and Jaishankar 

has outlined India's principles for peace. 
 HosƟng a peace summit: This opƟon would require agreement from both parƟes. 
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Challenges for India: 
 Late entry into the peace process, with other efforts already underway. 
 India didn’t parƟcipate in previous peace declaraƟons. 
 The conflict is escalaƟng, making peace harder to achieve. 
 India’s close Ɵes with Russia raise quesƟons about its neutrality. 
 India has been cauƟous about mediaƟon, as seen with Kashmir. 

 Historically, India has mediated in conflicts like Korea and Vietnam, but its role in this war would 
demand considerable diplomaƟc effort and resources. Given the complexity of the Russia-NATO 
standoff, India must tread carefully to avoid geopoliƟcal risks. 
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REALISING THE RURAL-URBAN CONTINUUM 
Message:  
 India sees challenges as either rural or urban; instead, it needs to address them as part of a 

conƟnuum. 
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Case Study:  
 In Kerala, a proposed solid waste landfill on the outskirts of a town was canceled due to public 

pressure, thanks to coordinaƟon between rural and urban local bodies under the same ministry. 
 As ciƟes expand rapidly, 
 We need urgent changes in both infrastructure and governance. The old model of treaƟng urban 

and rural areas separately is outdated. 
 With the line between urban and rural areas becoming less clear, resources and finances should 

not be allocated in such a rigid, divided manner. Instead, more flexibility is needed to design 
joint plans for both areas. 
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OPERATION SADBHAV 

 
 India launched OperaƟon Sadbhav to provide humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) to 

Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam that have been hit by severe flooding caused by Typhoon Yagi. 
 $1,00,0000 worth of flood relief 

assistance to Vietnam 
 $1,00,000 worth of assistance to Laos 
 Typhoon Yagi, a very deadly and 

extremely destrucƟve tropical cyclone 
which impacted Southeast Asia and 
South China. 

 The terms "hurricane" and "typhoon" 
are regional names for tropical 
cyclones. 

 Over the AtlanƟc and East Pacific, 
tropical cyclones are commonly called "hurricanes." 

 The common term is "typhoon" for a tropical cyclone that forms in the West Pacific. 
 Tropical cyclones are called just "cyclones" in the Indian Ocean and near Australia. 
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SPACEX POLARIS DAWN MISSION 

 
 The SpaceX Polaris Dawn mission made history with the first spacewalk conducted by non-

government astronauts. 

Key Highlights: 
 The team reached a record alƟtude of 1,400 km, venturing into the Van Allen radiaƟon belt. 
 This marked the furthest humans had traveled from Earth since the Apollo missions to the Moon, 

over 50 years ago. 

Van Allen radiation belt: 
 The Van Allen radiaƟon belt is a zone of energeƟc charged parƟcles, most of which originate from 

the solar wind. 
 The parƟcles are captured by and held around a planet by that planet's magneƟc field. 
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Significance: 
 The Van Allen belts protect Earth by absorbing and deflecƟng 

harmful solar and cosmic radiaƟon. 
 However, the intense radiaƟon can be dangerous to spacecraŌ, 

satellites, and astronauts passing through them, requiring 
protecƟve shielding. 

 
Falcon 9: 
 Reusable rocket. (First Flight: June 2010) 
 Purpose: Designed and manufactured by SpaceX for the reliable and safe transport of satellites or 

crew into space. 
 Structure: It has two stages. The first stage is reusable and designed to return to Earth and land aŌer 

launching, reducing costs. 

 
Dragon Spacecraft: 
 Purpose: Carries cargo and crew to space and can return safely to Earth. There are two versions: 

Cargo Dragon (uncrewed) and Crew Dragon (crewed). 
 Notable Feature: Crew Dragon is equipped with advanced life support systems for astronauts and 

can autonomously dock with the ISS. 
 First Flight: The cargo version flew in 2010, and Crew Dragon first flew with astronauts in May 2020. 
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DASARA ELEPHANTS & INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY 

 
 The Dasara Elephants are an integral and iconic part of the Mysore Dasara fesƟval. 
 These majesƟc elephants are at the heart of the grand procession held on Vijayadashami (the last 

day of Dasara). 

About Mysore Dasara: 
 In Karnataka, Dasara is observed as State fesƟval - Nadahabba, and celebraƟon of the fesƟval is 

steered by the Royal Family of Mysore. 
 It is a 10-day fesƟval in the region culminaƟng on Vijayadashami or tenth day. 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY 

 
International Day of Democracy- 15 September: 
 In 2007 the United NaƟons General Assembly resolved to observe 15 September as the InternaƟonal 

Day of Democracy—with the purpose of promoƟng and upholding the principles of democracy. 
 The theme for InternaƟonal Day of Democracy 2024 is 
 "NavigaƟng AI for Governance and CiƟzen Engagement". 
 ArƟficial intelligence as a tool for good governance is the focus of this year's Democracy Day. 
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