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DEMOGRAPHIC ADVANTAGE, INDIAN ECONOMY’S SWEET SPOT 

 

Context:  
 India’s demographic dividend is a significant factor in its economic rise, making it one of the fastest-

growing economies in the world. However, challenges related to low labour force parƟcipaƟon, skill 
shortages, and the changing nature of work due to technological advancements hinder the country's 
ability to fully harness its demographic potenƟal. 

Demographic Dividend: 
 DefiniƟon by United NaƟons PopulaƟon Fund (UNFPA): 

 Demographic Dividend refers to "the economic growth potenƟal that results from shiŌs in a 
populaƟon’s age structure, mainly when the working-age populaƟon (15 to 64 years) is larger 
than the non-working-age populaƟon (below 15 and above 64 years). 
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 India's Demographic Dividend: Key Insights 
1. Entry into the Demographic Dividend Window: 
 India entered this phase in 2005-06 and will conƟnue to experience it Ɵll 2055-56.  

2. PopulaƟon ComposiƟon: 
 68% of the populaƟon is between the ages of 15 and 64. 
 26% of the populaƟon falls within the 10-24 age group, making India one of the youngest 

countries globally.  
3. Median Age: 
 India has a relaƟvely young populaƟon with a median age of 28.4 years. 

Major Concerns 

 
How is India Unleashing its Demographic Dividend? 
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UPSC Civil Services Examination, Previous Year Questions (PYQs) 
Prelims: 
Q.  To obtain the full benefits of demographic dividend, what should India do? (2013)  

(a)  Promoting skill development  
(b)  Introducing more social security schemes  
(c)  Reducing infant mortality rate 
(d)  Privatization of higher education 

 
For Mains:  
Significance of Government Policies & Interventions in unleashing India’s demographic dividend. 
Q.  What strategic steps are necessary to effectively leverage India's demographic dividend? How can 

policies in education, employment, healthcare, and social inclusion be designed to fully capitalize on 
the potential of India's young population? 
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ECONOMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL TO THE PRIME MINISTER (EAC-PM): 
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 EAC-PM is a non-consƟtuƟonal, non-statutory, independent body consƟtuted to give advice on 
economic and related issues to the Government of India, specifically to the Prime Minister. 

 The council serves to highlight key economic issues to the government of India from a neutral 
viewpoint. 

 It advises the Prime Minister on economic issues like inflaƟon, microfinance, and industrial output. 
 For administraƟve, logisƟc, planning and budgeƟng purposes, the NITI Aayog serves as the Nodal 

Agency for the EAC-PM. 

Terms of Reference of EAC-PM: 
 Analyzing any issue, economic or otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and advising him 

thereon, 
 Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenƟng views thereon to the Prime Minister. 
 These could be either suo-motu or on reference from the Prime Minister or anyone else. 
 It also includes aƩending to any other task as may be desired by the Prime Minister from Ɵme to 

Ɵme. 

Composition: 
 The EAC-PM is headed by the Chairman and includes a mix of economists and experts from 

academia, research insƟtuƟons, and the private sector. 
 There is no fixed definiƟon of the exact number of members and staff of the EAC-PM. 
 It is common for the Council to be reconsƟtuted Ɵme and again with different organizaƟonal 

structures headed by various economists who are of recognized internaƟonal eminence. 

Periodic Reports: 
 Annual Economic Outlook. 
 Review of the Economy 
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NIPAH VIRUS 

              
 The Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonoƟc virus which means it can be transmiƩed from animals to humans. 

It belongs to the family of paramyxoviruses. 
 Humans can contract this virus through direct contact with infected animals, like bats, and pigs or it 

can spread through contaminated food. 
 The Nipah Virus first appeared in Malaysian pig farmers in 1999. In 2001, it was detected in 

Bangladesh, and at the same Ɵme, it was also found in eastern India 
 Nipah's contact with India: In India, the first Nipah virus outbreak occurred in Siliguri, West Bengal, 

in the year 2001. The outbreak again happened in the year 2007. 

Structure of Nipah Virus: NiV is a single-stranded, enclosed, negative-sense RNA virus. 
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Nipah Virus Transmission: 
 Direct contact: The infecƟon can occur through direct contact with infected animals, such as bats or 

pigs, parƟcularly through their bodily fluids. 
 ConsumpƟon of contaminated food: In Bangladesh and India, the main source of the Nipah virus is 

eaƟng fruits, which are contaminated with the saliva of infected fruit bats. 
 TesƟng: 

 Real-Ɵme polymerase chain reacƟon (RT-PCR), Immunohistochemistry (IHC), Enzymelinked 
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) and Serum neutralisaƟon test (SNT) are some tests available to 
detect the virus. 

 Nipah Virus Symptoms: The virus shows respiratory and neurological issues. 
 Common signs: The infected person shows fever, head pain, muscle aches, nausea, and a scratchy 

throat. 
 Progression: It shows symptoms such as dizziness, drowsiness, and neurological signs suggesƟve of 

acute encephaliƟs may appear. 

Treatment of Nipah Virus 
 There is currently no known treatment or vaccine available for humans or animals. 
 However, Ribavirin, an anƟviral, may play a role in lowering mortality in paƟents with Nipah virus 

encephaliƟs. 
 The main approach to managing the infecƟon in people is intensive supporƟve care combined with 

symptom treatment. 
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