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WHY ITALY MATTERS TO INDIA?

 

Context:  
 In this age of ‘polycrisis’, Italy and India share common interests but also joint challenges in the Indo-

Mediterranean Sea. This region is vital for global trade, especially for Italy which ranks sixth among 
the world’s largest exporters. 

About Italy: 

➢  Italy is a boot-shaped peninsula that juts out of southern Europe into the AdriaƟc Sea, 
Tyrrhenian Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and other waters. 

➢  InternaƟonal borders with Austria, France, the Holy See (VaƟcan City), San Marino, Slovenia, 
and Switzerland. 

➢  MariƟme borders with Albania, Algeria, CroaƟa, Greece, Libya, Malta, Montenegro, Spain, and 
Tunisia. 
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➢  Capital: Rome 

➢  Major Mountains: Alps, Apennines 

➢  Major Rivers: Po, Adige, Arno, Tiber 

 
India – Italy Relations: 
  Historical Ties: 

 India and Italy are ancient civilizaƟons but young states. Italian port ciƟes were important 
trading posts on the spice route. 

 The VeneƟan merchant Marco Polo, during his travels to the East, also travelled to India in the 
13th century and wrote about his experiences. 

 PoliƟcal: 
 PoliƟcal relaƟons between India and Italy were established in 1947. 
 In March 2023, India and Italy elevated their relaƟonship to a Strategic Partnership. 

 Economic: 
 The bilateral trade between the two countries was valued at USD 14.25 billion in 2022-23. Italy 

is among India's top 5 trading partners in the European Union. 
 Indian exports to Italy are ready-made garments, leather, iron ore, motor vehicles, texƟles, 

chemicals, gems & jewelry. 
 Import from Italy are general and special purpose machinery, machine tools, metallurgical 

products, and engineering items. 
 Security: 

 The India-Italy Military CooperaƟon Group (MCG) is a forum established to boost defense 
cooperaƟon between the both countries. 

 Other IniƟaƟves Involving India and Italy: 
 India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
 Global Biofuel Alliance 
 Blue-Raman project 
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Overview of the Indo-Mediterranean Region’s Importance 
 Global Trade: 

 Vital for global trade, especially for Italy, which is the 6th largest exporter globally. 
 The region plays a crucial role in agricultural and oil trade, impacted by geopoliƟcal tensions 

(Russia-Ukraine conflict). 
 Digital ConnecƟvity: 

 The Blue-Raman submarine cable will soon connect Genoa (Italy) with Mumbai (India), 
enhancing digital infrastructure. 

 Security Threats: 
 Piracy in the Red Sea. 
 Conflicts in Gaza, Lebanon, and the broader West Asian region. 

 
Security and Defence Cooperation in the Indo-Mediterranean: 
 Italy’s Increased Security Role: 

 Stepped-up commitment in the Indian Ocean and West Asia to safeguard freedom of 
navigaƟon. 

 Italy’s notable parƟcipaƟon in internaƟonal naval efforts, including: 
▪  EU NAVFOR Atalanta (anƟ-piracy operaƟons). 
▪  EMASoH (European MariƟme Awareness in the Strait of Hormuz). 
▪  Italy’s driving force role in EUNAVFOR ASPIDES (protecƟon of navigaƟon in the Red Sea, 

Indian Ocean, and Gulf). 
 

Italy’s Naval Presence in India: 
 Joint Naval Exercises and Visits: 

 March 2023: Italy joins the Indian Ocean Region’s InformaƟon Fusion Centre. 
 August 2023: Italian patrol ship ITS Francesco Morosini visits Mumbai. 
 Carrier Strike Group (including ITS Cavour and ITS Alpino) visits Goa for joint exercises and 

workshops. 
 November-December 2023: ITS Amerigo Vespucci (training vessel) to visit Mumbai. 

 PASSEX Exercises: Italy and India hold naval exercises to strengthen interoperability and develop 
mariner skills. 

 
Defence Ties and Industrial Cooperation: 
 Italy-India Defence Agreement (October 2023): 

 Expands cooperaƟon in defence-related research, mariƟme domain awareness, and military 
educaƟon. 

 Regular defence talks such as the Italy-India Military CooperaƟon Group. 
 Defence ProducƟon CooperaƟon: 

 Italian companies like Leonardo, FincanƟeri, and EleƩronica collaborate with Indian partners 
under the ‘Make in India’ iniƟaƟve. 
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 Co-producƟon and joint ventures support the growing needs of the Indian armed forces. 

 
Joint Interests in Africa: 
 Italy’s MaƩei Plan: 

 Aimed at creaƟng mutually beneficial projects in East Africa, aligning with India’s strategic 
interests in the region. 

 Focus on sustainable economic and social development through €5.5 billion in investments. 
 Countries like Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Mozambique are part of the iniƟaƟve, forming a link 

to the Indo-Mediterranean region. 

 
People-to-People Ties: 
 Indian Diaspora in Italy: 

 Italy hosts the second-largest Indian diaspora in the EU, strengthening cultural and economic 
Ɵes. 

 Historical and Cultural Bonds: 
 Deep-rooted historical connecƟons between the two civilizaƟons, conƟnually reinforced by 

modern cultural exchange and business collaboraƟon. 
 Strategic Corridors and Infrastructure Development: Example - IMEC 

 
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
 The proposed IMEC will consist of Railroad, Ship-to-Rail networks and Road transport routes 

extending across two corridors, that is, 
 The East Corridor – connecƟng India to the Arabian Gulf, 
 The Northern Corridor – connecƟng the Gulf to Europe. 
 It aims to create a comprehensive transportaƟon network, comprising rail, road, and sea 

routes, connecƟng India, the Middle East, and Europe. 
 The IMEC corridor will also include an electricity cable, a hydrogen pipeline and a high-speed data 

cable. 
 Signatories : India, the US, Saudi Arabia, UAE, the European Union, Italy, France, and Germany. 
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Blue Raman Project Global Biofuels Alliance 
 

 
 The Blue-Raman project is a submarine cable 

system aimed at enhancing digital connecƟvity 
between Europe and Asia. 

 It will connect Genoa (Italy) with Mumbai 
(India) through undersea data cables, improving 
the flow of internet and communicaƟon services 
between the two regions. 

 This project is crucial for supporƟng faster 
internet speeds and secure digital 
infrastructure, further solidifying the connecƟon 
between India and Europe in the digital age. 

 

 
 GBA is an India-led IniƟaƟve to develop an 

alliance of Governments, InternaƟonal 
organisaƟons and Industry. 

 Aims to facilitate adopƟon of biofuels through 
internaƟonal cooperaƟon. 

 Nineteen countries and 12 internaƟonal 
organizaƟons have already agreed to join or 
support the GBA. 

 

 
Way Forward 
 India and Italy share a strong and evolving relaƟonship, elevated to a strategic partnership, rooted in 

historical Ɵes and mutual interests. Their collaboraƟon spans key areas like trade, digital connecƟvity, 
security, and defence, parƟcularly in the Indo-Mediterranean region. IniƟaƟves like the India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic Corridor and Blue-Raman project highlight their joint efforts for a connected, 
secure, and prosperous future. Amid global challenges, their growing defence cooperaƟon and 
peopleto-people Ɵes further strengthen this crucial partnership. 
 

Attempt It ! 
Q.1  Italy looks at the Indo-Pacific from the perspective of an “enlarged Mediterranean”. Analyse, what 

are the facets of India’s growing relationship with Italy? 
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CASTE BIAS, SEGREGATION IN PRISONS VIOLATE DIGNITY: SC 

 
Supreme Court Judgment: 
 Caste-based discriminaƟon and segregaƟon of prisoners based on caste hierarchy is unconsƟtuƟonal. 
 The court emphasized that treaƟng inmates from de-noƟfied tribes as "habitual offenders" is 

oppressive and violates human dignity. 
 Prison Manuals Revision: 

 The court ordered a revision of Central and State jail manuals within three months. 
 It directed the deleƟon of the 'caste column' and any references to caste from prison registers 

for undertrials and convicts. 
 ViolaƟon of ConsƟtuƟonal Rights: 

 The judgment highlighted ArƟcle 15(1) of the ConsƟtuƟon, which guarantees protecƟon against 
discriminaƟon. 

 The state must prevent discriminaƟon rather than perpetuate it; caste-based discriminaƟon 
violates ArƟcle 17, which forbids untouchability. 

 Chief JusƟce’s Remarks: 
 Chief JusƟce D.Y. Chandrachud, who authored the judgment, noted that despite over 75 years 

of independence, caste discriminaƟon remains a prevalent issue. 
 The court stressed that everyone is born equal, and no sƟgma should be aƩached based on 

caste. 
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 AcƟon on De-noƟfied Tribes: 
 Arbitrary arrests and discriminatory treatment of individuals from de-noƟfied tribes must stop. 

 
 

Problems of Prisons in India: 
1. Custodial Torture:  
 Prevalence: 

 Despite the prohibiƟon of third-degree torture by police aŌer the D.K. Basu judgment (1986), 
instances of custodial violence are sƟll prevalent inside prisons.  

 Custodial Deaths: 
 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 146 custodial deaths were reported between 2017 

and 2018. 
 Gujarat reported the highest number of custodial deaths (80), followed by Maharashtra (76) 

and UƩar Pradesh (41) over the last five years. 

 
2. Women and Children in Prisons:  
 Women Prisoners: 

 Women are relaƟvely fewer in number but face specific issues such as lack of sanitaƟon 
faciliƟes, inadequate care during pregnancy, and limited access to educaƟonal and vocaƟonal 
training. 

 Children in CorrecƟonal Homes: 
 Children of prisoners are generally kept in correcƟonal homes rather than jails for reformaƟve 

purposes. 
 Despite this, they oŌen face abuse and suffer from psychological trauma due to the harsh 

environment they are exposed to. 
 Overcrowding of Prisons: According to the NaƟonal Crimes Record Bureau (NCRB), the occupancy 

rate of jails is 118.5% of their capacity. 
 There are about 4,78,600 prisoners in different prisons, while the capacity is just 4,03,700. 

 
3. Health and Hygiene:  
 Lack of Medical FaciliƟes: 

 Many prisons lack proper medical infrastructure, resulƟng in neglect and untreated health 
issues among prisoners.  

 Hygiene Problems: 
 Hygiene is oŌen inadequate, leading to poor health condiƟons within the prison environment. 

This exacerbates the risk of diseases spreading quickly in overcrowded prisons. 
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4. Delay in Trials: 
 Pending Cases: A significant number of cases remain pending for years, causing disrupƟons in prison 

administraƟon. 
 Supreme Court Ruling: 

 In the case of Hussainara Khatoon v. Home Secretary (1979), the Supreme Court recognized 
the right to a speedy trial, yet delays conƟnue to impact the jusƟce system, leading to 
overcrowding. 

Model Prisons Act 2023 
 Will replace a BriƟsh-era law, (the Prisons Act of 1894), to overhaul the prison administraƟon that 

will focus on the reformaƟon and rehabilitaƟon of inmates. 

Need for Revising the Prisons Act: 
 Lacunae in the Old Act (1894): 

 The Prisons Act of 1894 has several gaps and lacks focus on rehabilitaƟon and reform of 
prisoners. 

 The act mainly concentrates on custody, discipline, and order but overlooks correcƟonal and 
rehabilitaƟve efforts.  

 Focus of the Prisons Act (1894): 
 Primarily emphasizes keeping criminals in custody. 
 No provisions for the reform, rehabilitaƟon, or reintegraƟon of prisoners into society. 
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Significance of the New Act: 
 Guiding Document for States: Since prisons are a State subject in India, the Model Prisons Act 2023 

will serve as a guiding framework for states to reform prison systems.  
 AssimilaƟon of Old Acts: Relevant provisions from the Prisoners Act of 1900 and Transfer of 

Prisoners Act of 1950 are incorporated into the new act, aiming to modernize prison administraƟon. 
 Alignment with InternaƟonal Standards: The act is expected to bring much-needed reforms to 

Indian prisons and align them with internaƟonal standards for correcƟonal insƟtuƟons. 

 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 The prison system in India has undergone significant reforms since ancient Ɵmes, but it sƟll requires 

further improvement in modern Ɵmes. 
 Despite the various prison reforms implemented in India, the situaƟon has not improved 

significantly. It is important to recognize that while prisoners have commiƩed crimes, they sƟll 
possess certain rights that cannot be taken away from them. 
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UPSC CSE PYQ 2023: 
Q.2   Consider the following statements: 

Statement-I: In India, prisons are managed State Governments with their own rules and regulaƟons 
for the day-to-day administraƟon of prisons. 
Statement-II: In India, prisons are governed by the Prisons Act, 1894 which expressly kept the 
subject of prisons in the control of Provincial Governments. 
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 
[A]  Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is the correct explanaƟon for 

Statement-I 
[B]  Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is not the correct explanaƟon 

for Statement-I 
[C]  Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is incorrect 
[D]  Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II is correct 

Answer: A 
 The Prisons Act 1894 is one of the oldest pieces of legislaƟon in India dealing with laws enacted in 

relaƟon to prisons in India. 
 Statement I is correct: Prison is a State subject under List-II of the Seventh Schedule in the 

ConsƟtuƟon. States have the primary role, responsibility and power to change the current prison 
laws, rules and regulaƟons.Hence it is true that prisons are managed by the state governments with 
their own rules and regulaƟons. 

 Statement II is correct: The management and administraƟon of Prisons falls exclusively in the domain 
of the State Governments and is governed by the Prisons Act, 1894 and the Prison Manuals of the 
respecƟve State Governments. Hence it is true that the Prisons Act 1894 kept the subject of prisons 
in the Provincial government (State governments) and this explains why State governments have the 
power to frame their own rules and regulaƟons regarding prison management 
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LEOPARD POPULATION IN ODISHA’S FORESTS JUMPS BY 22% TO 696 IN TWO YEARS 
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WHAT IS THE STATUS OF SWACHH BHARAT MISSION 2.0? 
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What are the various health and environmental risks arising from legacy waste dumpsites? 
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MARATHI, BENGALI AMONG FIVE GRANTED CLASSICAL  
LANGUAGE STATUS BY UNION CABINET 

 
Languages granted Classical Status: 
 Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, Pali, and Prakrit. 

Six languages that enjoy the ‘Classical’ status in India: 
 Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia 

(2014). 
 All the Classical Languages are listed in the Eighth Schedule of the ConsƟtuƟon.  
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 The Ministry of Culture provides the guidelines regarding Classical languages.  
 Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are: 

 High anƟquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years; 
 A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generaƟons of 

speakers; 
 The literary tradiƟon be original and not borrowed from another speech community; 
 The classical language and literature being disƟnct from modern, there may also be a 

disconƟnuity between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

Revised Criteria for Classical Status:  
 LinguisƟcs Experts CommiƩee: 

 The commiƩee is chaired by the Sahitya Akademi president and includes members from the 
Union Ministries of Home, Culture, and linguisƟc experts. 

 In July 2023, the criteria for bestowing classical status were revised by the commiƩee. 

Benefits of Classical Status:  
 EducaƟonal Support: 

 Two major annual internaƟonal awards for scholars in classical languages. 
 Establishment of a Centre of Excellence for studies in these languages. 
 UGC is requested to create professional chairs for classical languages in Central UniversiƟes. 
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THE WAR ON SICKLE CELL DISEASE 
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About Sickle Cell disease: 
 Sickle cell disease is a group of inherited red blood cell disorders that affect haemoglobin, the protein 

that carries oxygen through the body. 
 The red blood cells are disc-shaped and flexible enough to move easily through the blood vessels. If 

people have sickle cell disease, their red blood cells are crescent or “sickle” shaped. 
 These cells do not bend or move easily and can block blood flow to the rest of their body leading to 

serious problems, including stroke, eye problems, infecƟons, and episodes of pain called pain crises 
The cause of Sickle cell disease is a defecƟve gene, called a sickle cell gene. 

 A person will be born with sickle cell disease only if two genes are inherited—one from the mother 
and one from the father. 

 The only cure for this disease is bone marrow or stem cell transplantaƟon. 

 
Solution by Chinchpada Christian Hospital: 
 State Blood Transfusion Council (SBTC) Cards: The hospital secured free blood transfusion cards for 

250 paƟents, ensuring access to life-saving treatment for severe anaemia. 
 PrevenƟve VaccinaƟons: The hospital provides free vaccinaƟons for infecƟons like pneumonia and 

meningiƟs, protecƟng paƟents from life-threatening illnesses.  
 Subsidized Hydroxyurea: The hospital subsidizes this essenƟal drug, reducing the frequency of sickle 

cell crises and improving paƟent compliance. 
 Enrolling PaƟents in Government Schemes: Ensures paƟents receive pensions and other essenƟal 

benefits through disability schemes. 
 NutriƟonal and Financial Support: Free food and low-cost treatment for paƟents during extended 

hospital stays. 
 PalliaƟve Care: Provides effecƟve pain relief and symptom management for long-term suffering. 
 Community Awareness: Conducts educaƟon programs in villages and schools to spread awareness 

about SCD and encourage early diagnosis. 
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