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KERALA URGENTLY NEEDS TO IDENTIFY RISK ZONES
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 On July 30, two villages (Mundakkai and Chooralmala) in Wayanad, Kerala, were devastated by 
landslides. 

 The event highlights the vulnerability to nature’s fury and the need for improved disaster 
management. 

What is a Landslide? 

 
 A landslide is a geological phenomenon involving the downward movement of a mass of rock, soil, 

and debris on a slope. This movement can vary in scale from small, localized shiŌs to massive and 
destrucƟve events. 

 Triggers: Heavy rainfall, earthquakes, volcanic acƟvity, human acƟviƟes (construcƟon, mining), 
groundwater changes. 
 

Types of Landslides: 
 Slides: Movement of soil or rock along a rupture surface.  

1.  RotaƟonal Slides: Curved rupture surface. 
2.  TranslaƟonal Slides: Planar rupture surface.  

 Flows: 
1. Soil or rock containing water flows like fluid. 
2. Subtypes: Earth flows, debris flows, mudflows, and 

creep.  
 Spreads: 

1. Lateral extension and cracking of soil or rock mass. 
2. OŌen due to liquefacƟon or plasƟc deformaƟon.  

 Topples: 
1. Forward rotaƟon and free-fall of mass from a steep slope or cliff.  

 Falls: 
1. Detachment of soil or rock from a steep slope, descending by free-fall, bouncing, or rolling. 
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Landslide Prone Areas in India 
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 ISRO has recently released the Landslide Atlas of India. As per this atlas, some of the prominent 

staƟsƟcs regarding landslides in India are as follows: 
 India is among the top five landslide-prone countries in the world. 
 Excluding snow-covered areas, around 12.6 percent of India’s geographical land area is prone to 

landslides. 
 A rough break-up of reported landslides in India is as follows: 

 About 66.5 percent from the NorthWestern Himalayas 
 About 18.8 percent from the NorthEastern Himalayas 
 About 14.7 percent from the Western Ghats. 

How are Landslides in the Himalayan region different from Landslides in the Western Ghats? 
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Initiatives to mitigate the risk of landslides 
 The Disaster Management Act, of 2005 provides a comprehensive legal and insƟtuƟonal framework 

for the management of various disasters including landslides. 
 NaƟonal Landslide Risk Management Strategy (2019): covers all aspects of landslide disaster risk 

reducƟon and management, such as hazard mapping, monitoring, and early warning systems. 
 Landslide Risk MiƟgaƟon Scheme (LRMS): This is a scheme under preparaƟon that envisages 

financial support for site-specific landslide miƟgaƟon projects recommended by landslide prone 
states 

 NaƟonal Guidelines on Landslides and Snow Avalanches: prepared by the NaƟonal Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) to guide the acƟviƟes envisaged for miƟgaƟng the risk emanaƟng 
from landslides at all levels. 

 Landslide Atlas of India 
 

Key points from the article 
 Kerala's ShiŌ from a RelaƟvely Disaster-Free Zone  

 Geographical Seƫng: 
 Kerala is situated between the Arabian Sea (west) and the Western Ghats (east). 
 Historically considered a disaster-free region, but this is no longer true. 
 Human seƩlements stretch from coastal regions to hill slopes. 

 Increasing Disasters: 
 Frequency and intensity of disasters (floods, landslides, coastal erosion) have surged in recent 

decades. 
 Coastal erosion impacts over 250 km of Kerala’s 590 km coastline. 
 Major floods, such as the 2018 Kerala floods, aƩributed to climate change. 

 Landslides in the Western Ghats have become regular, parƟcularly during monsoons 

 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

 
UPSC PYQ: 
Q.1  Differentiate the causes of landslides in the Himalayan region and Western Ghats. (2021) 
Q.2  The Himalayas are highly prone to landslides.” Discuss the causes and suggest suitable measures of 

mitigation. (2016) 
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JAISHANKAR TO VISIT PAK. FOR SCO MEETING 

 
 First visit by an Indian External Affairs Minister to Pakistan in nearly a decade (since Sushma Swaraj 

in 2015). 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization: 
 SCO stands for "Shanghai CooperaƟon OrganizaƟon". It is an intergovernmental poliƟcal, economic, 

and security alliance founded in 2001 by Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Uzbekistan, and 
Tajikistan. The first summit was held in Shanghai, China, in 2001. 

 The SCO aims to promote cooperaƟon and mutual support in areas such as trade, investment, energy, 
transportaƟon, and security. 

 The official working language of the SCO Secretariat is Russian and Chinese. 
 The main objecƟves of SCO are:  

 Strengthen relaƟons among member states. 
 Promote cooperaƟon in poliƟcal affairs, economics, and trade, scienƟfic-technical, cultural, and 

educaƟonal spheres as well as in energy, transportaƟon, tourism, and environmental protecƟon. 
 Safeguard regional peace, security, and stability. 
 Create a democraƟc, equitable internaƟonal poliƟcal and economic order. 
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 The membership of SCO has expanded since 2001, and it currently has 9 member states- China, India, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Iran, and Uzbekistan 
 1996: ‘Shanghai Five’ established by Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Tajikistan. 
 2001: AŌer adding Uzbekistan in 2001, the Shanghai Five was renamed the SCO. 
 2015: At Ufa, Russia, the SCO decided to admit India and Pakistan as full members. 
 2016: India and Pakistan signed the memorandum of obligaƟons in Tashkent (Uzbekistan), thereby 

starƟng the formal process of joining the SCO as full members.  
 2017: At Astana, India and Pakistan officially joined SCO as full members 
 2021: It was announced that Iran would become a full member of the SCO. 

 
SCO Organizational Structure 
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 Significance: 
• Addresses security issues in Asia with primarily Asian members. 
• The SCO represents 40% of the world's populaƟon, and member countries contribute 

approximately USD 23 trillion to global GDP. 
 Relevance of SCO for India 

• Regional CooperaƟon: SCO membership allows India to enhance cooperaƟon with Central 
Asian countries, improving relaƟons since their formaƟon in 1991. Facilitates communicaƟon 
with major regional actors on common security issues. 

• Counter-Terrorism Efforts: The RATS is a significant permanent structure within the SCO. It has 
helped countries like India with counter-terrorism exercises, intelligence analysis, and sharing 
informaƟon on terrorist movements and drug trafficking. 

 Challenges for India: 
• Balancing Ɵes with China and Russia, addressing regional security concerns, managing relaƟons 

with Pakistan, ensuring economic benefits, maintaining strategic autonomy, dealing with the 
issue of sovereignty, and increasing bilateral trade with SCO countries. 

UPSC PYQ 2022 
Q.3  Consider the following: (2022) 

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
2. Missile Technology Control Regime 
3. Shanghai CooperaƟon OrganisaƟon 
India is a member of which of the above? 

(a)  1 and 2 only  
(b)  3 only  
(c)  2 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 

Solution 
Answer: D Exp: Option d is the correct answer. 
 OpƟon 1 is correct. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a mulƟlateral development 

bank that aims to improve economic and social outcomes in Asia. India became a member in 2016. 
 OpƟon 2 is correct. The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is a mulƟlateral export control 

regime whose members have an informal poliƟcal understanding to limit the proliferaƟon of missiles 
and missile technology. India became a member of the MTCR in 2016. 

 OpƟon 3 is correct. The Shanghai CooperaƟon OrganisaƟon (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental 
internaƟonal organizaƟon, created on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai (China). India became a member in 
2017. 

UPSC PYQ 2021 
Q.4  Critically examine the aims and objectives of SCO. What importance does it hold for India? (2021) 
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28 NAXALITES KILLED BY SECURITY FORCES 

 
What is Naxalism? 
 Origin: 

• Derives its name from the village Naxalbari in West Bengal. 
• Started as a rebellion against local landlords aŌer a peasant was aƩacked over a land dispute. 
• The movement spread across less developed areas of Chhaƫsgarh, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. 
• LeŌ-wing extremists (LWE) are called Maoists globally and Naxalites in India. 

 ObjecƟve: 
• Aim to overthrow the Indian government through armed revoluƟon.  
• Seek to establish a communist state based on Maoist principles. 
• View the state as oppressive and exploitaƟve, serving the interests of the ruling elite.  
• Advocate addressing socio-economic grievances through armed struggle and people's war. 

 Modus Operandi: 
• Engage in guerrilla warfare, aƩacks on security forces, extorƟon, inƟmidaƟon, and propaganda. 
• Try to capture state power through armed insurgency, mass mobilizaƟon, and strategic alliances. 
• Target government insƟtuƟons, infrastructure, and perceived collaborators. 
• Operate parallel governance structures in some areas, providing basic services and dispensing 

jusƟce. 
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States Affected by LWE: 
 The States of Chhaƫsgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala are considered LWE affected. 
 The Red Corridor is the region in the central, eastern and southern parts of India that experience 

severe Naxalism–Maoist insurgency. 

 
What are the Causes of Naxalism? 
 Socio-Economic Factors: 

• Poverty and Lack of Development: Naxalism thrives in underdeveloped regions with high poverty 
rates. 

• Adivasi and Dalit communiƟes face social exclusion and lack access to healthcare and educaƟon, 
fueling resentment.  

• Land Rights Disputes: Adivasis are oŌen displaced due to mining and development projects, 
creaƟng anger. 

• Naxalites project themselves as champions of the marginalized. 
• ExploitaƟon by Powerful EnƟƟes: Tribal communiƟes face exploitaƟon by landlords, 

moneylenders, and mining companies. 
• Naxalites posiƟon themselves as protectors against such exploitaƟon. 
• Caste DiscriminaƟon: Dalits face social and economic marginalizaƟon, making Naxalism appealing 

as it challenges caste hierarchies. 
 PoliƟcal Factors: 

• Weak Governance and Lack of Infrastructure: Naxalism thrives where government presence is 
weak and infrastructure is poor, allowing Naxalites to operate freely. 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

• No Follow-Up from the AdministraƟon: AŌer police secure a region, the administraƟon oŌen 
fails to provide essenƟal services. 

• Lack of CoordinaƟon between Centre and State: States consider Naxalism a central government 
issue and avoid taking strong iniƟaƟves. 

• Disillusionment with Democracy: Naxalites believe the democraƟc system has failed them, 
offering a violent path to change. 

 AddiƟonal Factors: 
• GlobalizaƟon: Discontent over displacement due to land acquisiƟon for corporaƟons increases 

Naxalite support. 
• Confusion on Tackling Naxalism: Debate over treaƟng it as a social issue or security threat 

complicates responses. 
• Wide Geographic Spread: LWE groups operate in remote, inaccessible areas, making it difficult 

for security forces to track them. 

Government Initiatives Against Naxalism 
 NaƟonal Policy and AcƟon Plan to Address LeŌ Wing Extremism (2015): Comprehensive strategy for 

countering Naxalism. 
 SAMADHAN: A strategy for LWE control focusing on Smart Leadership, Aggressive Strategy, 

MoƟvaƟon and Training, etc. 
 AspiraƟonal Districts Programme: Aims to transform socio-economically backward districts, 

including LWE-affected areas, by improving health, educaƟon, and infrastructure. 
 Security Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme: Implemented in 10 LWE-affected States to fund security 

forces’ needs, rehabilitaƟon of surrendered LWE cadres, and community policing. 
 Special Central Assistance (SCA) for Most LWE Affected Districts: Aims to fill criƟcal gaps in public 

infrastructure and services in LWE-affected areas. 
 Scheme of ForƟfied Police StaƟons: 604 forƟfied police staƟons constructed in LWE-affected areas 

to enhance security. 
 Road ConnecƟvity Project for LWE Affected Areas (RCPLWE): Focuses on improving road 

infrastructure in LWE-affected states for beƩer accessibility. 

UPSC PYQ 
Q.5  The persisting drives of the government for the development of large industries in backward areas 

have resulted in isolating the tribal population and the farmers who face multiple displacements. 
Malkangiri and Naxalbari foci, discuss the corrective strategies needed to win the Left-Wing 
Extremism (LWE) doctrine that affected citizens back into the mainstream of social and economic 
growth. (2015) 

Q.6  Article 244 of the Indian Constitution relates to the administration of scheduled areas and tribal 
areas. Analyze the impact of non-implementation of the provisions of the Fifth Schedule on the 
growth of Leftwing extremism. (2018) 

Q.7  What are the determinants of left-wing extremism in the Eastern part of India? What strategy should 
the Government of India, civil administration, and security forces adopt to counter the threat in the 
affected areas? (2020) 
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PRADHAN MANTRI KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI SCHEME 

         

 Under the scheme, income support of Rs 6000 per annum is provided to all eligible farmer families 
across the country in three equal installments of Rs 2,000 each every four months. 

 The fund of Rs 2,000 is directly transferred to the bank accounts of the eligible farmers/farmer's 
family under the Direct Benefit Transfer Mode. 

 Nodal Ministry - Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
• Launched – 2019 

 A landholder farmer’s family is defined as “a family comprising of husband, wife and minor children” 
who owns culƟvable land as per land records of the concerned State/UT. 

 The enƟre idenƟficaƟon process of the family rests with the State/UT Governments. 
 It is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% funding from the Central Government. 

 
Who is Eligible for PM-Kisan Scheme? 
 Landholding farmers’ families with culƟvable landholding in their names, 
 Farmers from both the urban and rural areas,  
 Small and Marginal farmers families. 

Who is Not Eligible for the Scheme? 
 InsƟtuƟonal landholder, 
 Present or reƟred officers and employees of state/central government as well as PSUs and 

government autonomous bodies, 
 Beneficiaries with higher economic status are not eligible,  
 Those who pay income tax, 
 Farmer families holding consƟtuƟonal posts,  
 Professionals like doctors, engineers and lawyers, 
 ReƟred pensioners with a monthly pension of over Rs 10,000. 
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Objective: 
 To supplement the financial needs of the Small and Marginal Farmers in procuring various inputs 
 to ensure proper crop health and appropriate yields, commensurate with the anƟcipated farm 

income at the end of each crop cycle. 
 To protect them from falling in the clutches of moneylenders for meeƟng such expenses and ensure 

their conƟnuance in the farming acƟviƟes. 
 The PM-KISAN Mobile App developed and designed by the NaƟonal InformaƟcs Centre in 

collaboraƟon with the Ministry of Electronics and InformaƟon Technology has been launched. 
 The farmers can view the status of their applicaƟon, update or carry out correcƟons of their 

Aadhaar cards and also check the history of credits to their bank accounts. 
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KAUTILYA ECONOMIC CONCLAVE 

 
 Organized by The InsƟtute of Economic Growth in partnership with the Ministry of Finance. 
 This conclave will bring together close to 150 naƟonal and internaƟonal academicians and policy 

makers to discuss some of the most important issues confronƟng the Indian economy and economies 
of the global south. 

 Focus on themes such as financing the green transiƟon, geo-economic fragmentaƟon and the 
implicaƟons for growth, and principles for policy acƟon to preserve resilience among others. 
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TRIBE IN NEWS: “CHENCHUS” 
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