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Context :  
 On September 26, 2024, the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) launched a significant offensive against 

the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in Khartoum and Bahri. 
 18 months into the civil war, over 20,000 people have been killed, and 10.8 million internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) are recorded as of October 2024. 
 Despite mulƟple ceasefire efforts, no long-lasƟng peace has been achieved. The latest offensive 

coincided with the U.S.-led ceasefire talks during the UN General Assembly. 

About Sudan 
 Sudan is located in Northeast Africa. 
 It is the third-largest country in Africa and the 

16th largest in the world. 
 Borders: 

 North: Egypt 
 West: Chad and Central African Republic 
 South: South Sudan 
 East: Eritrea, Ethiopia, and the Red Sea 

Major Geographical Features of Sudan 
 Mountains: 

 Jebel Marra: Located in Darfur region (Western Sudan). 
 Nuba Mountains: Located in South Kordofan.  

 Rivers: 
 Nile River: 

▪  The Nile is the most important river system, flowing from South Sudan through 
Khartoum, where the White Nile and Blue Nile converge to form the Main Nile. 

▪  The White Nile originates in Lake Victoria, and the Blue Nile originates in Ethiopia's Lake 
Tana. 

▪  The river plays a criƟcal role in Sudan's agriculture and livelihood, parƟcularly in the Nile 
Basin. 

 Atbara River: A tributary of the Nile, originaƟng in the Ethiopian highlands and flowing into the 
Nile in Northern Sudan  

 Deserts: 
 Nubian Desert: Located in the northeastern part of Sudan, stretching along the Red Sea. 
 Bayuda Desert: Located between the Nile and Atbara rivers in northern Sudan, characterized 

by volcanic features and sand dunes. 

Important Areas of Conflict 
1. Darfur: 

 Western Sudan, known for the Jebel Marra Mountains. 
 Ongoing conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces 

(RSF), with involvement of various ethnic miliƟas. 
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 The region has been notorious for ethnic violence and human rights violaƟons. 

2.  Khartoum: 
 The capital city and the site of heavy fighƟng between SAF and RSF. 
 It is located at the confluence of the White and Blue Nile rivers, forming a strategic and 

contested zone. 

3.  South Kordofan and Blue Nile: 
 These regions are located along Sudan’s southern border with South Sudan. 
 The Nuba Mountains in South Kordofan are home to ongoing clashes between the government 

and rebel groups. 
4. Kordofan Region:Both North and South Kordofan have seen inter-ethnic clashes and armed 

resistance movements, parƟcularly linked to disputes over land, poliƟcal representaƟon, and 
resources. 

5.  Abyei: A disputed border area between Sudan and South Sudan, rich in oil resources. 

 
Background of Conflict: 
 The civil war began as a power struggle between the SAF and the RSF military facƟons, led by Abdel 

FaƩah al-Burhan (SAF) and Hamdan Dagalo (RSF). 
 IniƟally confined to Khartoum, the conflict has spread to Omdurman, Bahri, Port Sudan, El Fasher, 

and the Darfur and Kordofan states. 
 The war has deepened ethnic and regional divides, with the RSF gaining control in several zones, while 

the SAF has launched airstrikes in Khartoum. 
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Sourcing of Weapons and Arms 
 Despite the UN arms embargo, both facƟons have obtained sophisƟcated weapons: 

 The SAF and RSF use weapons from China, Iran, Russia, Serbia, and the UAE. 
 The RSF allegedly receives support via the Wagner Group and UAE, while Russia has provided 

arms to the SAF. 
 Weapons used include drones, anƟ-tank missiles, and rocket launchers, highlighƟng external 

involvement in prolonging the conflict. 

Causes of the Conflict 
1. Power Struggle: 

 The conflict began over a rivalry for power between the two military leaders. 
 The SAF claims legiƟmacy as Sudan's government, while the RSF controls significant territory, 

challenging SAF's authority. 

2.  Ethnic Tensions: 
 The conflict has exacerbated ethnic divisions, with Arab miliƟas backing the RSF and nonArab 

miliƟas supporƟng the SAF. 
 The RSF has been accused of commiƫng war crimes against non-Arab groups, such as the 

Masalit in Darfur. 

3.  External Support: 
 Despite a UN arms embargo, both facƟons have access to weapons from China, Russia, UAE, 

and Iran, prolonging the war 

Implications: 
 Humanitarian Crisis: (GLOBAL) 

 Over 25.6 million people in Sudan face severe food insecurity. 
 Cholera outbreaks and famine, parƟcularly in Darfur, have worsened the situaƟon. 

 Refugee Crisis: 
 More than 2 million refugees have fled to neighboring countries like Chad, South Sudan, and 

Ethiopia. 
 Refugee camps are overwhelmed, raising fears of further migraƟon to Europe. 

 Regional Instability: 
 Ethnic violence and clashes along the borders with South Sudan, Ethiopia, and Eritrea have 

increased. 
 Tensions in disputed areas like Abiey and El Fashaga have led to casualƟes and disrupted local 

economies. 
 Humanitarian Concerns (INDIA): India, a member of the UN Human Rights Council, has called for 

peace in Sudan and has offered humanitarian assistance. 
 DiplomaƟc RelaƟons: Prolonged conflict threatens India's diplomaƟc and economic Ɵes with African 

Union members, including Sudan. 
 Energy Security: The ongoing conflict jeopardizes the oil pipeline from South Sudan to the Red Sea, 

affecƟng India's oil imports from the region. 
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UPSC PYQ 2023 
Q.1 In the recent years Chad, Guinea, Mali and Sudan caught the international attention for which one of 

the following reason common to all the them? 
(a) Discovery of rich deposits of rare earth elements 
(b) Establishment of Chinese military bases 
(c) Southward expansion of Sahara Desert 
(d) Successful coups 

Correct Answer - D 
 In past few years, military leaders have toppled the governments of Mali, Chad, Guinea, Sudan and 

Burkina Faso. These five naƟons that have recently experienced military coups form a broken line that 
stretches across the wide bulge of Africa, from Guinea on the west coast to Sudan in the east. The 
resurgence of coups has alarmed the region’s remaining civilian leaders. 

 Therefore, opƟon (d) is the correct answer. 

UPSC PYQ 2022 
Q.2 

1. Bidibidi is a large refugee seƩlement in north-western Kenya. 
2. Some people who fled from South Sudan civil war live in Bidibidi. 
3. Some people who fled from civil war in Somalia live in Dadaab refugee complex in Kenya. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 

Correct Answer –C 
 Bidibidi became the World’s second-largest refugee seƩlement in the World and the biggest in Africa. 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Bidibidi is a large refugee seƩlement in Yumbe district of Uganda. 
Statement 2 is correct: Bidibidi is home to more than 270,000 refugees mostly from South Sudan. 

 Statement 3 is correct: Dadaab refugee (Kenya) complex consists of three camps. The three Dadaab 
camps are Dagahaley, Ifo and Hagadera. The first two are located in Lagdera (Dadaab) district while 
Hagadera is located in the neighbouring Fafi district. The first camp was established in 1991, when 
refugees fleeing the civil war in Somalia started to cross the border into Kenya. A second large influx 
occurred in 2011, when some 130,000 refugees arrived, fleeing drought and famine in southern 
Somalia. 

UPSC PYQ 2018 
Q.3  Very recently, in which of the following countries having lakhs of people either suffered from severe 

famine/acute malnutrition or died due to starvation caused by war/ethnic conflicts?  
(a)  Angola and Zambia  
(b)  Morocco and Tunisia  
(c)  Venezuela and Colombia  
(d)  Yemen and South Sudan 
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MUIZZU TO MEET MODI, REQUEST INDIA’S SUPPORT OVER LOOMING ECONOMIC CRISES 

 
Context :  
 Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu arrived in New Delhi for a four-day state visit with an agenda 

focused on economic assistance and bilateral cooperaƟon. 
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India – Maldives Relations: 
 Strategic Significance of the India-Maldives RelaƟonship  

1. GeopoliƟcal Significance: 
 Maldives is a focal point for India's strategic interests in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
 India is seen as a Net Security Provider for the Maldives, with a Comprehensive AcƟon Plan 

for Defence signed in 2016. 
 India and the Maldives regularly engage in joint defense exercises such as “Ekuverin” and 

“DosƟ.” 
2. India as a First Responder: 

 India’s prompt response to crises like the 1988 coup aƩempt (OperaƟon Cactus), the 2004 
Tsunami, and the COVID-19 pandemic has strengthened trust and partnership. 

 India’s assistance includes sending vaccines during health crises and providing disaster relief. 
 Economic and Trade RelaƟons  

1. Tourism: 
 Tourism is vital for the Maldives’ economy, with India being the largest source of visitors. In 

2023, over 2,09,198 Indian tourists visited the Maldives. 
2. Trade: 

 India is the 2nd largest trade partner of the Maldives, with bilateral trade crossing USD 300 
million in 2021. 

 A Bilateral USD Currency Swap Agreement was signed in 2019, further strengthening trade 
Ɵes. 

 Development and Capacity Building IniƟaƟves  
1. Infrastructure: 

 Greater Male ConnecƟvity Project (GMCP) is the largest-ever infrastructure project in the 
Maldives, supported by India. 

 India has also supported the Hanimaadhoo InternaƟonal Airport and NaƟonal College for 
Policing and Law Enforcement. 

2. Healthcare and EducaƟon: 
 India provided funds for the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital and is seƫng up a cancer 

facility. 
 India also supports educaƟonal programs by training Maldivian teachers and providing 

technical educaƟon. 
3. Cultural ConnecƟvity: 

 India and Maldives share ethnic, linguisƟc, and cultural Ɵes, with many Maldivian expatriates 
in India and vice versa. 

  

Key Issues: 
1. Lakshadweep Controversy: 

 NegaƟve remarks by Maldivian ministers following PM Modi’s visit to Lakshadweep resulted in 
diplomaƟc fricƟon and a call for domesƟc tourism promoƟon in India. 
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2.  India Out Campaign: 
 The India Out campaign seeks to oppose Indian investments and defense presence in the 

Maldives, sƟrring tensions around sovereignty. 
 The newly elected Maldivian government under President Muizzu opposes the previous 

administraƟon’s India First Policy. 
3.  RevocaƟon of Hydrographic Agreement: 

 The Maldives recently revoked a Hydrographic Survey Agreement with India, raising concerns 
about intelligence collecƟon and security in the region. 

4.  The China Factor: 
 China’s Belt and Road IniƟaƟve (BRI) has led to significant Chinese investment in the Maldives. 

 Concerns about Chinese military presence and oceanographic surveys in the region pose challenges to 
India’s influence 

 
What can be done to enhance India-Maldives Relationship? 
 Increase Development Assistance Focus on projects that benefit the general populaƟon (e.g., airport 

development at Hanimadhoo), boosƟng India’s goodwill. 
 Engage with PoliƟcal OpposiƟon Address concerns through dialogue, emphasizing that projects 

serve the people’s welfare (e.g., tourism-enhancing infrastructure). 
 Avoid PoliƟcal Interference Ensure that India is not perceived as meddling in Maldives' internal 

poliƟcs, especially during elecƟons. 
 Leverage Neighbourhood First Policy Use the India-Maldives cooperaƟon as a model for relaƟons 

with other neighboring countries, enhancing regional Ɵes. 

Conclusion: 
 Maldives is vital to India’s interests due to its strategic locaƟon in the Indian Ocean. India-Maldives 

RelaƟonship has a strong foundaƟon based on India’s historic assistance to Maldives during mulƟple 
crises. However, the relaƟonship has seen new challenges in recent Ɵmes, especially since China’s 
rising influence in the Indian Ocean Region. India must give a rigorous push to Ɵes with Maldives 
while being mindful of Maldives’ sensiƟviƟes. 
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A LEARNING CURVE- PM INTERNSHIP SCHEME 

 

        
 To enhance youth employability by offering hands-on exposure to real-world business 

environments. 
 Aim to provide internship opportuniƟes to one crore youth over five years. Focuses on top 500 

companies for placements. 
 Pilot Project: Implemented through an online portal managed by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

(MCA). 

Stipend and Financial Support: 
 Monthly sƟpend of ₹4,500 will be provided by the central government via DBT (Direct Benefit 

Transfer). 
 AddiƟonal ₹500 contribuƟon by the company through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds. 
 One-Ɵme grant of ₹6,000 upon joining. 
 Insurance coverage under PM Jeevan JyoƟ Bima Yojana and PM Suraksha Bima Yojana. 
 Internship Period : One year. 

Eligibility Criteria: 
 Age Group: 

 Candidates aged between 21 and 24 years. 
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 EducaƟonal QualificaƟon: 
 Must have passed Class 10 or higher. 
 Not open to post-graduates. 

 Exclusions: 
 Candidates with family members in government jobs. 
 Graduates from premier insƟtutes like IIT, IIM, IISER, or those with CA or CMA qualificaƟons 

are ineligible. 
 Candidates from households with an annual income of ₹8 lakh or more in 2023-24 are 

excluded. 
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STATE SCHEMES IN NEWS 

      
Mukha Mantri Nijut Moina Scheme- Assam 
 Mukha Mantri Nijut Moina Scheme 

 ObjecƟve: To encourage higher educaƟon for girls and prevent child marriage. 
 Target Group: 10 lakh girl students in Assam pursuing higher educaƟon (Class 12, GraduaƟon, 

Post-GraduaƟon). 
 Financial Assistance: Monthly payments of ₹1,000, ₹1,250, and ₹2,500 depending on the 

educaƟon level. 

Conditions: 
 Remain unmarried Ɵll graduaƟon (except for post-graduate students). 
 Regular aƩendance, academic performance, and discipline are mandatory. 
 Exclusion: Daughters of Ministers, MPs, and MLAs are not eligible. 

Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana (Maharashtra Government) 
 Provide financial aid to women with annual family income less than ₹2.5 lakh to support their 

livelihood. 
 Eligible women receive a monthly payment of ₹1,500 under the scheme 
 It also aims to improve the health, nutriƟon, and role in the family of a woman. 
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A BENCHMARK IN GLOBAL URBAN FLOOD RESILIENCE  
Metropolitan Area Outer Underground Discharge Channel(MAOUDC) 

 

 
MAOUDC: 
 The Metropolitan Area Outer Underground Discharge Channel (MAOUDC), also known as the G-

Cans Project, is one of the world's largest underground flood management systems, located in 
Saitama, Japan. It was designed to protect Tokyo and surrounding areas from flooding caused by 
heavy rainfall, typhoons, and river overflow. 

 MAOUDC collects floodwaters from overflowing rivers and excess stormwater through the network 
of underground tunnels and discharges it into the Edogawa River. 
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