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S.NO. TOPIC
1. TAKE THE GAUNTLET: ‘KAVACH’ IMPLEMENTATION IS A PRIORITY BUT WILL NOT BE A SILVER
BULLET (RAILWAY SAFETY CONCERNS)
2. WHAT IS WAYANAD’S NEW X-BAND RADAR?

3. CHINA, INDIA AND NEW DELHI’'S QUAD DILEMMA
4. WHO GETS THE PREFERRED SYMBOL WHEN THERE ARE TWO FACTIONS?

Take the gauntlet
‘Kavach’ implementation is a priority
but will not be a silver bullet

What is Wayanad’s new X-band radar?

What is a Doppler rackar and how does it work? Win does Wavanad need an Nband radar? Where and when was the inst indiggenousiy designed and
manufactured Xeband instaliod? Is India increasing the procurement and instalment of radary?

 China, India and New Delhi’s Quad dilemma

Who gets the preferred symbol
when there are two factions?

Why has the Nationalist Congress Party (SP) filed a plea to restrain the use of the ‘dock’ symbol?

TAKE THE GAUNTLET: ‘KAVACH’ IMPLEMENTATION IS A PRIORITY BUT WILL NOT BE A

SILVER BULLET (RAILWAY SAFETY CONCERNS)

¢+ On October 11, a passenger train (Mysuru-Darbhanga Bhagmati Express) collided with a stationary
goods train fast enough for 13 bogies to overturn and one to catch fire, in Kavaraipettai near Chennai.

¢ No casualties were reported in the recent Kavaraipettai railway accident, though several people were

injured.
% This event, amidst other recent railway accidents, highlights safety concerns related to the
infrastructure and operational conditions of Indian Railways.

"Take the gauntlet" means to accept a challenge or face a difficult task.
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«+ ‘Kavach’, the Indian Railways’ train protection system of choice, is designed to avoid such incidents,
and the government can install it across its entire network in a decade with as little as 2% of its annual
capex.

Its full impact will be seen only over time.

While 'Kavach' is vital and it should be a National Priority....... it is not a silver bullet or complete
solution to the broader issues plaguing railway safety.

®
%

%

%

KAVACH:

< What is Kavach? HOW RAILWAYS’ KAVACH S

e Indigenously developed PROTECTION SYSTEM WORKS
e Safety Integrity Level-4 (SIL-4) standards: KPS is a setof electronic and radio frequency devicesinstalled in

locomotives, in the signalling system as well the tracks, that talk toeach

means the probabi“ty of error being onein other using ultra-high radio frequencies to control the brakes of trains

and alsoalert drivers

Traffic collision
10,000 years. % avoidance system
Global Radio (TCAS) Station

e World's cheapest automatic train collision Fafoninf QLo
ystem

protection system, costing Rs 50 lakh/km GPS Antenna

—— Station

to operate. Bullding
e |t prevents trains to pass the signal at Red
e Activates the train’s braking system =
Rado—"__ \

automatically if the driver fails to control Communication

~ — Loco
ocIP TCAS

the train as per speed restrictions. Radio Antenna

GPS Antenna

If a red signal is jumped and
two trains come face to
face on the same line, the
Operationcum technology automatically
— IndicationPanel  takes over and applies

(OCIP) sudden brakes

e In addition, it prevents the collision i
between two locomotives equipped with

functional Kavach systems.

Other Challenges:
++ Challenges Beyond Technology:
e Railway staff, particularly locomotive pilots, face very bad working conditions, including 12-
hour shifts, unhygienic resting facilities, and no toilets on engines.
e Even with advanced safety systems, ensuring the well-being and focus of the staff is crucial to
maintaining vigilance.

®
e

Broader Structural Issues:
o Revenue growth for Indian Railways has slowed, leading to increased reliance on budgetary
allocations for capital expenditure.
e The freight sector is dominated by coal, which is under pressure due to decarbonization efforts.
e High-density and high-utilization routes report more than 100% network utilization, indicating
strained infrastructure.
e The Railways have yet to fully recover market share lost during the COVID-19 pandemic.

0,
°

Government Response:
® Recent accidents have prompted the involvement of counter-terrorism investigators as a
precautionary measure.
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e However, the focus on counter-terrorism should not overshadow the need for infrastructure
and safety improvements.
e Transparency in addressing the root causes of accidents remains essential.
% In conclusion, while technological solutions like 'Kavach' are crucial for improving railway safety,
broader issues related to staff welfare, infrastructure, and revenue need to be addressed

simultaneously to ensure sustainable improvements in the safety and efficiency of Indian Railways.
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WHAT IS WAYANAD’S NEW X-BAND RADAR?

What is a Doppler radar and how does it work? Why does Wayanad need an X-band radar? Where and when was the first indigenously designed and

manufactured X-band installed? Is India increasing the procurement and instalment of radars?

EXPLAINER

Priyali Prakash

The story so far:
fter devastating floods and
landslides killed more than 200
people in Kerala's Wayanad
district in July 2024, the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences approved an
X-band radar to be installed in the district.
A torrential downpour triggered the
landslide in the valley above
Punchirimattom, near the Mundakkai
region,; its effects were compounded by a
massive debris flow triggered by the rains.

How do radars work?

Radar is short for ‘radio detection and
ranging’. The device uses radio waves to
determine the distance, velocity, and
physical characteristics of objects around
the device. A transmitter emits a signal
aimed at an object whose characteristics
are to be ascertained (in meteorology, this
could be a cloud). A part of the emitted
signal is echoed by the object back to the
device, where a receiver tracks and
analyses it.

Weather radar, also known asa
Doppler radar, is a common application
of this device. The Doppler effect is the
change in frequency of sound waves as
their source moves towards and away
from a listener. In meteorology, Doppler
radars can reveal how fast a cloud is
moving and in which direction based on
how the cloud’s relative motion changes
the frequency of the radiation striking it.

A pulse-Doppler radar can measure the
intensity of, say, rainfall by emitting
radiation in pulses and tracking how often
they’re reflected to the receiver.

This way, modern Doppler radars can
monitor weather conditions and
anticipate new wind patterns, the
formation of storms, etc.

What is an X-band radar?
Doppler radar relies on Rayleigh
scattering, when the scatterer is much

Weather blues: The complex housing an S-Band Doppler Weather Radar at the Meteorological Centre

in Begumpet, Hyderabad. FILE PHOTO

smaller than the wavelength of the
radiation. A radar trying to ‘see’ smaller
particles like rain droplets or fog will need
to use radiation of lower wavelengths, like
in the X-band. An X-band radar is radar
that emits radiation in the X-band of the
electromagnetic spectrum: 8-12 GHz,
corresponding to wavelengths of around
2-4 ¢m (this is in the microwave part of
the spectrum.)

The smaller wavelengths allow the
radar to produce images of higher
resolution. However, the greater the
frequency of some radiation, the faster it
will be attenuated. So X-band radars have
a relatively shorter range.

CAL CENTRE|

In Wayanad, the new radar is expected
to be able to monitor the movements of
particles, such as soil, to inform landslide
warnings. The device will also perform
high temporal sampling, that is, rapidly
sample its environs, allowing it to spot
particle movements happening in shorter
spans of time.

How many radars does India have?
The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) started using radar for weather
applications in the early 1950s. The first
indigenously designed and manufactured
X-band storm detection radar was
installed in 1970 in New Delhi. In 1996,

IMD replaced 10 outdated X-band radars
with digital X-band radars.

In its X-band radar network, India has
both wind-finding and storm-detecting
radars, and some with dual capabilities.
The country also uses S-band radars (2-4
GHz) for long-range detection. The first
S-band cyclone detection radar was
installed in Visakhapatnam in 1970 and
the first locally made variant was
commissioned in Mumbai in 1980.

In September 2024, the Ministry of
Earth Sciences said India is set to have 56
additional Doppler radars in a few years.
On September 11, the Union Cabinet
cleared the ¥2,000-crore ‘Mission
Mausam’ to upgrade meteorological
infrastructure in the country. This
includes installing up to 60
meteorological radars until 2026 under
the Mission’s first phase.

Minister of State for Earth Sciences
Jitendra Pradhan said in August in
Parliament that the government has
started the process to procure and install
10 X-band Doppler radars to improve
weather forecasting in the northeast
States and in Himachal Pradesh’s Lahaul
and Spiti district.

The initiative to install an X-band radar
in Wayanad included installing a C-band
radar (4-8 GHz) with an observational
range of 250 km in Mangaluru.

What is NISAR?

NASA and the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) are currently
developing a satellite called NISAR, short
for ‘NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar’. It will use radar imaging to
produce a high-resolution map of the
earth’s landmasses.

Its payload consists of an L-band radar
(1.25 GHz, 24 cm) built by NASA and an
S-band radar (3.2 GHz, 9.3 cm) built by
ISRO. Together they will track and record
changes in the earth’s various natural
processes.

1t is currently expected to be launched
onboard an ISRO GSLV Mk II rocket in
2025, at a total cost of $1.5 billion, the
bulk of it borne by NASA.

THE GIST

v

Radar is short for ‘radio
detection and ranging’. The
device uses radio waves to
determine the distance,
velocity, and physical
characteristics of objects
around the device.

v

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) started using
radar for weather applications
in the early 1950s. The first
indigenously designed and
manufactured X-band storm
detection radar was installed in
1970 in New Delhi.

v

The initiative to install an
X-band radar in Wayanad
included installing a C-band
radar (4-8 GHz) with an
observational range of 250 km
in Mangaluru,

% After heavy floods and landslides in Kerala's Wayanad district killed over 200 people in July 2024, the

Union Ministry of Earth Sciences approved the installation of an X-band radar in the district.

rains.

radio waves to measure the distance, speed, and

characteristics of objects.

e A transmitter sends out a signal towards an
object (like a cloud in meteorology), and part of
the signal bounces back. A receiver captures

this echo to analyze the object.

used. It works based on the Doppler effect. This helps

monitor weather conditions and predict storms and
wind patterns.

The landslide, caused by a torrential downpour, hit
the valley, worsened by a large debris flow from the

Radar, short for ‘radio detection and ranging,’ uses

In weather forecasting, Doppler radar is commonly
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What is an X-band radar?

A radar trying to ‘see’ smaller particles like rain droplets or fog will need to use radiation of lower
wavelengths, like in the X-band.

R/
0.0

An X-band radar is radar that emits radiation in the X-band of the electromagnetic spectrum: 8-12
GHz, corresponding to wavelengths of around 2-4 cm (this is in the microwave part of the spectrum.)

®
%

The smaller wavelengths allow the radar to produce images of higher resolution.

DS

» In Wayanad, the new radar is expected to be able to monitor the movements of particles, such as
soil, to inform landslide warnings.

®
%

The device will also perform high temporal sampling allowing it to spot particle movements
happening in shorter spans of time.

India's Radar Network for Weather Monitoring:
++ Early Development: India began using radar for weather applications in the 1950s. The first

indigenously designed X-band radar for storm detection was installed in New Delhi in 1970. In 1996,
the India Meteorological Department (IMD) upgraded 10 old X-band radars with digital versions.
++ Types of Radars:

o0 X-band radars (8-12 GHz): Used for detecting wind and storms. India uses both wind-finding
and storm-detecting X-band radars, with some having dual capabilities.

0 S-band radars (2-4 GHz): Used for long-range weather detection. The first S-band cyclone
detection radar was installed in Visakhapatnam in 1970, with a locally made version
commissioned in Mumbai in 1980.

o0 C-band radars (4-8 GHz): Recently installed in Mangaluru, with a range of 250 km.

+* Upcoming Developments:
O In September 2024, the Ministry of Earth Sciences announced that India will add 56 new
Doppler radars in the coming years.
o The Union Cabinet approved a %2,000-crore ‘Mission Mausam,’” which includes installing up to
60 meteorological radars by 2026.
o Ten X-band Doppler radars are planned for installation in the northeastern states and Himachal
Pradesh’s Lahaul and Spiti district.

What is NISAR?

«* NASA and the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) are currently developing a satellite called
NISAR, short for

‘

NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar’. It will use radar imaging to produce a high-resolution map of
the earth’s landmasses.
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Launch and Cost:

¢ Itis currently expected to be launched onboard an ISRO GSLV Mk Il rocket in 2025, at a total cost of
$1.5 billion, the bulk of it borne by NASA.
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China, India and New Delhi’s Quad dilemma

n September this year, the Prime Minister

Narendra Modi visited the United States to

attend yet another meeting of the Quad

nations (Australia, India, Japan and the
U.S.). This turned out to be possibly the most
significant meeting of the Quad to date, during
which the quartet seemed to firm up what may
be viewed as a security alliance.

The ‘Wilmington Declaration’ did not mention
any country, least of all China by name, but left
nothing to the imagination that it was aimed at
the containment of China across the entire
Indo-Pacific. Despite the absence of any reference
to a formal mutual defence declaration, it was
obvious that the “four maritime democracies”
had a single objective, viz., to checkmate China.

The state of India-China ties

The message from the Wilmington Declaration
has certain overriding implications for India and
India’s security. India-China relations today are
not merely stalemated but are also steadily
deteriorating. In the northern border regions, the
stalemate in the Galwan region continues despite
some soothing statements by India’s military and
civilian leaders. Recently, India announced that it
will maintain, if not increase, its vigilance in the
border areas by inducting more forces despite the
onset of winter. In the Depsang Plains and
Demchok, there has been no breakthrough in
negotiations regarding disengagement. In Ladakh
alone, the number of ‘friction points’ has
increased, with Indian forces unable to access
several ‘patrolling points’ that they were
previously accustomed to.

The military is currently in the process of
further augmenting its fighting capabilities across
the entire length of the China-India border. It is
inducting new long-range firearms and heavy
artillery, and has begun to deploy howitzers,
missiles, rocket systems and “loitering munitions’.
While the Indian Army Chief has characterised
the current situation along the Line of Actual
Control as ‘stable and sensitive’, he has also
stated that the Indian armed forces “are
operational and fully prepared to deal with any
contingency”. While strengthening its border
capabilities, China appears unfazed by India’s
moves, confident that given its defence budget
(which dwarfs that of India), it can thwart any
new Indian initiative.

China’s arrogance, misplaced or otherwise, is
legendary. It is again true that China greatly
depends on the element of surprise to achieve
the best results for itself. Hence, while it may look
unfazed at this time by talk by India acquiring
‘new alliance partners’ from the West, China is
unlikely to take such a situation lightly. Dealing
with China is never a ‘zero sum game’, and
India’s leaders need to be wary and watchful of

v/
M.K. Narayanan

a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser,
and a former
Governor of

West Bengal

It would be
prudent for
India to
proceed with
care in its
dealings with
China on the
one hand and
with its Quad
partners on
the other

how China reacts to the developing situation.
What is again worrying is that China under Xi
Jinping seems increasingly willing in most
situations to test the waters vis-d-vis its
neighbours, including India.

An aggressive nationalism

It may, thus, be prudent for India to proceed with
care in its dealings with China on the one hand,
and with its Quad partners on the other. In the
short term, it may be expedient not to be seen to
align with countries that have openly declared
their hostility to China, for Xi Jinping’s China is
almost certain to treat this as a provocation,
compelling it to ‘walk the talk’. In this context, it
is worth recalling that as far back as 2017, Mr. Xi
had ominously declared that ‘China under Xi was
different from China under Deng’. In 2021, the
centenary year of the Chinese Communist Party
(CPC), Mr. Xi had again made a series of
pronouncements which included a stern warning
to all external forces “seeking to bully, oppress or
subjugate China”. In 2022, in the course of the
20th National Congress of the CPC, statements
made by China’s leaders appeared to reveal an
increasingly aggressive brand of Chinese
nationalism. Rationality is not something to be
expected of China in any situation. India must not
overlook this aspect, and should ‘read the tea
leaves’ correctly in its dealings with China.

Over the years, India’s strategic experts had
sought to differentiate between what in the
Chinese mind constitutes a ‘real’ threat as distinct
from peripheral dangers that haunt the Chinese
psyche. From China’s postures it can be inferred
that the border issue with India in the Himalayas
does not represent a real threat to China’s
sovereignty and to its future. This is
notwithstanding that from the early 1950s, China
has made territorial claims on several thousand
square kilometres of Indian territory, in Ladakh
and in Arunachal Pradesh. China is well aware
that its claims here were based on maps that were
at best ‘non-official’, created during
predecessors’ regimes. China itself tends to doubt
their sanctity though it is not willing to give up its
claims.

The situation existing as far as China’s eastern
seaboard is concerned, as also its claims in the
Pacific to its east, fall into an entirely different
category. Here, any attempt to tamper with what
China believes is its territory, constitutes in its
mind a real threat to China’s very existence.
Understanding the difference is important as far
as the Chinese psyche is concerned.

India’s strategic community has understood
this for a long time and has dealt with China’s
quirky behaviour in a nuanced manner over the
years. Lately, however, India does seem to have
shifted its stance to an extent and it is possible

that the Chinese read this as an outcome of
India’s growing alignment with the West,
specifically with the U.S. Recent overtures by
China, including statements of the Chinese
Defence Ministry that China and India have been
able to ‘reduce differences and build some
consensus’ on disengaging troops from friction
points to end the stand-off in eastern Ladakh, and
have also agreed to a dialogue to reach a
resolution acceptable to both sides, could well
signal a shift in China’s approach, but India does
not seem to take this seriously.

Beijing’s view

All this serves as a backdrop to China’s increasing
concerns over India’s association with the Quad —
seen by it as a U.S.-sponsored ‘coalition of the
willing”. Rumblings from China have grown
stronger of late. To the fevered Chinese mind of
today, India’s membership of the Quad represents
a far more serious threat to it than the occasional
skirmishes on the Himalayan heights. The
Wilmington Declaration, having given up any
pretence that the Quad is not a defence alliance,
could well be seen by China as an indication of a
grand design by the U.S. and its enemies to
encircle and contain China. With this, China’s
understanding of the threat posed by India will
increase significantly.

India must take due care not to send out any
wrong signals, as the consequences of this could
be serious. Any resort to confrontational politics,
in substance and as well as in style, can have
adverse repercussions in the India-China context.
History may not repeat itself, but as Mark Twain
is reported to have said, “it rhymes” enough to
make one uneasy. India must not, and need not,
subscribe to Mr. Xi's notion of a ‘community of
shared future of mankind’ (first mentioned
almost a decade ago), but India must not also be
seen to subscribe to the West’s entrenched belief
that China’s rise is inimical to the future of
mankind, and that nations across the globe
should join together to post a challenge to it.

In the context of China, it would, hence, be
prudent for India not to be seen to be increasing
its security congruence with the U.S. and the
West. Clearly, India has no intention of being part
of any pincer movement directed at China and its
future ambitions, but it is equally important that
China understands this — and the world
recognises this as well — and has no reason to
doubt where India stands in terms of Asian and
world security. Any impression that India has
become part of the U.S. bandwagon, engaged in
checkmating China’s ambitions is best avoided.
India’s future is hardly dependent on
checkmating China’s ambitions or in aiding any
U.S. attempts to prevent this from becoming a
reality.

% In September 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the U.S. for a Quad meeting (Australia,
India, Japan, and the U.S.), which turned out to be one of the most significant to date.

** The meeting resulted in the ‘Wilmington Declaration,” which, although it did not explicitly mention
China, clearly aimed at countering China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific.

+» The Quad has now seemingly evolved into a security alliance focused on containing China, though

there is no formal mutual defense declaration.
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+* India-China relations continue to deteriorate,
especially along their northern borders.

0,
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The standoff in Galwan remains unresolved, and

in areas like the Depsang Plains and Demchok,

v £
b /SIIE of Galwan |
> Valley skirmish_/

negotiations have not progressed.

0,
L4

India has increased its military presence along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), and despite
strengthening its capabilities with new weapons

JAMMU &
KASHMIR

Rutog

Line of
Actual Control

and artillery, China seems not worried.
++» China’s larger defense budget gives it confidence
in managing any new Indian initiatives. %

%+ Chinais unlikely to react lightly to India’s growing alliances, but India must be cautious in its approach.

China’s Nationalism and Strategy:
++ China under Xi Jinping has become more aggressive, with Xi openly warning against external forces

trying to subjugate China.

++ India should proceed carefully in aligning with Quad nations openly being hostile to China, as China
may view this as provocation.

+* What in the Chinese mind constitutes a ‘real’ threat ?

v Border issue with India in the Himalayas does not represent a real threat to China’s sovereignty
and to its future.

v" China has made territorial claims on in Ladakh and in Arunachal Pradesh, BUT well aware that
its claims are based on maps that are ‘non-official’, created during predecessors’ regimes. China
itself tends to doubt their sanctity though it is not willing to give up its claims.

v The situation existing as far as China’s eastern seaboard is concerned, as also its claims in the
Pacific to its east, fall into an entirely different category.

v Here, any attempt to tamper with what China believes is its territory, constitutes in its mind
a real threat to China’s very existence.
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v" Understanding the difference is important as far as the Chinese psyche is concerned.

India’s Strategic Shift and China’s Concerns:

%+ China views India’s participation in the Quad as a serious threat, especially since the Wilmington
Declaration has moved the Quad closer to a defense alliance.

This may fuel China’s fears of being encircled and contained by the U.S. and its allies.

India must be careful not to send the wrong signals, as escalating tensions with China could have
serious consequences.

+* India must balance its relationships with the U.S. and the West while ensuring that China does not
misinterpret India’s actions as hostile.

In conclusion, while India does not seek to checkmate China or align completely with Western efforts to
contain China, it must navigate its foreign policy carefully, ensuring it does not send mixed signals in a rapidly
changing geopolitical landscape.

P
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WHO GETS THE PREFERRED SYMBOL WHEN THERE ARE TWO FACTIO

Who gets the preferred symbol
when there are two factions?

Why has the Nationalist Congress Party (SP) filed a plea to restrain the use of the ‘clock’ symbol?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
ationalist Congress Party (NCP)
founder Sharad Pawar has filed
a plea in the Supreme Court,
seeking a direction to restrain
the Ajit Pawar faction from using the
‘clock’ symbol in the upcoming assembly
polls in Maharashtra.

How are symbols allotted?

Symbols are allotted to political parties as
per the provisions of the Symbols Order
by the Election Commission of India
(ECD). In the largest democracy where a
sizeable population is still illiterate,
symbols play a crucial role in canvassing
and voting process. A national or State
recognised political party has a reserved
symbol that is not allotted to any other
candidate in any constituency.

‘What is the present issue?
The NCP at present is a State recognised
party in Maharashtra and Nagaland. In

July 2023, there was a split in the NCP
with the Ajit Pawar faction claiming the
support of 41 MLAs out of 53 in the
Maharashtra assembly. The ECI in
February 2024 recognised Ajit Pawar
faction as the real NCP and allotted to it
the ‘clock’ symbol reserved for NCP
during the Lok Sabha elections in
April-May 2024. The NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) [NCP(SP)] was allotted a common
symbol of ‘man blowing turha.’ The
present plea claims that during the Lok
Sabha election, voters were confused as
to which faction represented the real NCP.
The NCP (SP) therefore has sought a
direction to freeze the ‘clock’ symbol and
allot a new symbol to Ajit Pawar faction.

‘What are past instances?

As per the Symbols Order, in case of split
in a recognised political party, the ECI
decides as to which faction or group is the
recognised political party. It allots the
reserved symbol to such faction.
However, the ECI has also frozen symbols
in the past before determining the

dispute. The ‘two leaves’ symbol of the
ATADMK party in Tamil Nadu was frozen
in January 1989 and April 2017 due to
competing claims. The ‘bow and arrow’
symbol of Shiv Sena was also frozen
before a bye-election in October 2022.

‘What can be the way forward?

The Supreme Court in Sadiq Ali versus the
ECI (1971), laid down the 3-test formula for
determining which faction is to be
recognised as the original political party.
These are the aims and objectives of the
party; its affairs as per the party’s
constitution that reflect inner party
democracy; and majority in the legislative
and organisation wings.

The EClin its order in February 2024
held that there was no dispute between
the two factions on the first test and that
neither of the factions followed the
party’s constitution rendering the second
test redundant. Since the organisational
election of NCP in the year 2022 was
shrouded with doubt, it went on to decide
the issue solely based on majority in the

+» Issue about symbol allotment in case if party is split
+* NCP in July 2023 got split into Ajit Pawar Faction (declared as real NCP) and Sharad Pawar Faction

(NCP-SP)
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in Maharashtra.

legislature as a majority of legislators
supported the Ajit Pawar faction.

However, in the Maharashtra Lok
Sabha elections, the NCP (SP) faction
despite fighting with its new symbol won
eight seats as against just one seat won by
the NCP led by Ajit Pawar that fought on
its traditional ‘clock” symbol. The
Supreme Court generally does not
interfere in the poll process as it is the
domain of the ECL Nevertheless, in
exceptional circumstances, it has given
directions to the ECI for ensuring a fair
election process. In the instant case,
because of the performance of the NCP
(SP) in the recent Lok Sabha election, the
third test of legislative majority can again
be disputed. The decision of the ECI to
recognise the Ajit Pawar faction as the
real NCP has also been challenged in the
SC by NCP(SP). Considering these factors,
the court may direct the ECI to freeze the
‘clock’ symbol for the assembly elections
to be held in November 2024. The real
reform required is institutionalising
internal democracy through regular
inner-party elections in our political
parties. Various experts are of the view
that the ECI should not be involved in
monitoring these elections as it will drag a
constitutional authority into the muddle
of party politics. It is the members of
various political parties as responsible
citizenry who need to demand and
operationalise such internal democracy.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

Ajit Pawar faction got original Clock Symbol whereas SP faction was given newer one.

THE GIST
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Symbols are allotted to
political parties as per the
provisions of the Symbols
Order by the Election
Commission of India (ECI)

-

In July 2023, there was a split
in the NCP with the Ajit Pawar
faction claiming the support of
41 MLAs out of 53 in the
Maharashtra assembly. The ECI
in February 2024 recognised
the Ajit Pawar faction as the
real NCP.

-

The Supreme Court in Sadig Alf
wersus the Election
Commission of india (1971),
laid down the 3-test formula
for determining which faction
isto be recognised as the
original political party.

Now NCP-SP is challenging the symbol usage by Ajit Pawar faction during upcoming assembly election

+» Symbols are allotted to political parties as per the provisions of the Symbols Order by the Election
Commission of India (ECI).

candidate in any constituency.

recognised political party. It allots the reserved symbol to such faction.
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** But sometimes ECI froze them too.

< A national or State recognised political party has a reserved symbol that is not allotted to any other

% In case of split in a recognised political party, the ECI decides as to which faction or group is the
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SC Observations:

«» In Sadiq Ali versus the ECI (1971), SC laid down the 3-test formula for determining which faction is

*

to be recognised as the original political party.
1. the aims and objectives of the party;
2. its affairs as per the party’s constitution that reflect inner party democracy;
3. and majority in the legislative and organisation wings.
** In the earlier decision since original both parties were on common ground on first ,and second that
is elections before split was disputed so ECI took decision solely on third basis and on that Ajit Pawar

faction was allotted original Clock Symbol.
«*» But ,because NCP (SP) has performed better in the recent Lok Sabha election (8 seats against 1 by

*

AP faction), the third test of legislative majority can again be disputed.
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