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SC PUTS BRAKES ON ‘BULLDOZER CULTURE’

 
 The Supreme Court criƟcized the pracƟce of demolishing homes of accused persons awaiƟng trial, 

deeming it an act of “might is right” that disregards families’ rights and leaves them homeless. 
 Exercising powers under ArƟcle 142, the Court issued binding direcƟves to hold officials accountable. 

Article 142(1) 
 The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdicƟon may pass such decree or make such order as is 

necessary for doing complete jusƟce in any cause or maƩer pending before it. 
 Any decree so passed or order so made shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India. 
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 It may be in such manner as may be prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, unƟl 
provision in that behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order prescribe. 
 

Article 142(2) 
 The Supreme Court shall have all and every power to make any order for the purpose of securing the 

aƩendance of any person, the discovery or producƟon of any documents, or the invesƟgaƟon or 
punishment of any contempt of itself. 
 

Important instances when Article 142 was invoked 
 Bhopal Gas tragedy case: The SC awarded a compensaƟon of $470 million to the vicƟms and held 

that “prohibiƟons or limitaƟons or provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot, ipso facto, act as 
prohibiƟons or limitaƟons on the consƟtuƟonal powers under ArƟcle 142.” 

 Babri Masjid demoliƟon case: The Supreme Court ordered framing of a scheme by the Centre for 
formaƟon of trust to construct Ram Mandir at the Masjid demoliƟon site in Ayodhya. 

 Liquor sale ban case: The Supreme Court banned liquor shops within a distance of 500 metres from 
NaƟonal as well as State highways in order to prevent drunken driving. 
 

Question: 
Q.1  With reference to the Constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or provisions contained in 

ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or limitations on constitutional powers under Article 142. It 
could mean which one of the following? (2019) 
(a) The decisions taken by the ElecƟon Commission of India while discharging its duƟes cannot be 

challenged in any court of law. 
(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by laws made by the 

Parliament. 
(c) In the event of grave financial crisis in the country, the President of India can declare Financial 

Emergency without the counsel from the Cabinet. 
(d) State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain maƩers without the concurrence of Union 

Legislature. 
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THE PERFECT COCKTAIL OF LAYERED DISCRIMINATION 

 
 DelimitaƟon, a criƟcal and potenƟally contenƟous issue in the Indian Union, is poised to take center 

stage once again. Historically, leaders like Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee recognized the 
explosive potenƟal of this process and chose to defer it, leaving the maƩer for future generaƟons to 
address. As we approach the year 2026, the suspension of delimitaƟon is set to lapse, raising crucial 
quesƟons about India's federal structure and the balance of power among its diverse states. 

Understanding Delimitation 
 DefiniƟon: DelimitaƟon is the process of redrawing the boundaries of electoral consƟtuencies based 

on the latest census to ensure equal representaƟon. 
 ConsƟtuƟonal Basis: ArƟcle 82 of the Indian ConsƟtuƟon mandates the recalibraƟon of Lok Sabha 

seats per state aŌer each Census by the DelimitaƟon Commission. 
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 Historical Suspension: The last delimitaƟon was based on the 1971 Census. In 1976, the process was 
suspended for 25 years to prevent penalizing states that effecƟvely controlled populaƟon growth. 
This suspension was extended for another 25 years in 2001. 

Potential Resumption Before 2029 Elections 
 The current government has hinted at undertaking fresh delimitaƟon before the 2029 elecƟons, 

which could significantly alter the poliƟcal landscape. 
 

 Impact on Federalism 
• Basic Structure Doctrine: Federalism is an 

inviolable part of India's ConsƟtuƟon. 
States are not arbitrary administraƟve units 
but poliƟcal enƟƟes with historical and 
cultural significance. 

• Ethno-LinguisƟc ComposiƟon: Many Indian 
states are based on linguisƟc idenƟƟes, 
reflecƟng centuries-old ethno-linguisƟc 
homelands. 

• Risk of Majoritarianism: Redrawing 
consƟtuency boundaries could shiŌ power 
towards states with higher populaƟon 
growth, predominantly Hindi-speaking, 
potenƟally undermining the federal 
balance. 

 Demographic DispariƟes 
• Total FerƟlity Rate (TFR): 

o Low TFR States: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
and West Bengal have TFRs between 
1.6 and 1.8, below the replacement 
level of 2.1. 

o High TFR States: Bihar, Chhaƫsgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and UƩar 
Pradesh have TFRs around 3.5. 

• Consequences of DelimitaƟon: 
o States with high populaƟon growth 

would gain more Lok Sabha seats. 
o Southern states could see their 

representaƟon reduced from 25% to 
17%, while Hindi heartland states 
could increase from 40% to 60%. 

 
 Economic ContribuƟons vs. RepresentaƟon 

• Fiscal Imbalance: 
o States like Karnataka, Maharashtra, and 

Tamil Nadu contribute significantly 
more in direct taxes compared to what 
they receive. 

o Bihar and UƩar Pradesh receive funds 
that are 250%-350% of their 
contribuƟons. 

• 16th Finance Commission's Role: 
 Using the 2011 Census data for fund 

allocaƟon could further 
disadvantage developed states. 

 There's a concern about 
exacerbaƟng the exisƟng economic 
and representaƟonal biases. 

 Threat to Unity and Diversity 
 ShiŌ in PopulaƟon ProporƟons: 

o The Hindi-speaking populaƟon has 
grown from 36% to nearly 43% since 
1947. 

o Other major linguisƟc groups have 
seen a decline in their populaƟon 
proporƟons. 

 Stakeholdership Index: 
o Represents a state's share of Lok Sabha 

seats relaƟve to the total. 
o DelimitaƟon could double the index for 

some Hindi-speaking states while 
reducing it for others like Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu. 
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 PotenƟal for DiscriminaƟon and AlienaƟon 
• Layered DiscriminaƟon: 

o Successful states in populaƟon control may lose representaƟon. 
o Economic contributors may have less say in how their funds are uƟlized. 

• Risk of Regional Discontent: 
o Non-Hindi states might feel marginalized, leading to increased regionalism and potenƟal 

unrest. 

 
 
 Possible SoluƟons 

• Extend the Freeze: 
o ConƟnue the suspension of delimitaƟon for another 25 years. 

• Permanent Freeze on RedistribuƟon: 
o Maintain the current allocaƟon of seats among states. 

• Balanced DelimitaƟon with DecentralizaƟon: 
o Proceed with delimitaƟon but decentralize power by: 
o Abolishing the Concurrent List. 
o Expanding the State List. 
o Transferring more subjects from the Union to the State List. 
o Retaining only external defense, foreign affairs, and currency with the Union. 

• Adjust RepresentaƟon Without RedistribuƟon: 
o Keep the current state-wise seat proporƟons but increase the total number of seats to 

address representaƟon deficits. 

 
Conclusion 
 India is a unique experiment. It is not an ethnic-linguisƟc majoritarian empire like Russia or China. It 

is not a mono-linguisƟc naƟon state such as Bangladesh and Thailand. India is like Africa or Europe, a 
tapestry of languages, ethniciƟes, cultures, civilisaƟons and faiths, but with a crucial difference. It is 
bound in an inseparable poliƟcal Union born in the crucible of anƟimperialist struggle with one, 
unified voice when speaking to others. India is the grandest experiment of plurality in modern human 
history. Majoritarianism and parƟsanship cannot be allowed to undo it and threaten its unity. History 
will not forgive us. 
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Question: (UPSC PYQ 2012) 
Q.2   With reference to the Delimitation Commission consider the following statements: (2012) 

1. The orders of the DelimitaƟon Commission cannot be challenged in a Court of Law.  
2. When the orders of the DelimitaƟon Commission are laid before the Lok Sabha or State LegislaƟve 

Assembly, they cannot effect any modificaƟon in the orders. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

SOLUTION: C 
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INDIA’S TEA, SUGAR EXPORTS RAISE SUSTAINABILITY CONCERNS AT HOME 

 
 India, a leading global exporter of agricultural products, has seen significant growth in its agricultural 

export value, rising from $8.7 billion in 2004-05 to $53.1 billion in 2022-23. While this export boom 
strengthens India’s economy through increased revenue, foreign exchange, and transacƟon opƟons, 
it also brings challenges, especially regarding the sustainability of producƟon, processing, and 
distribuƟon systems 
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Defining Sustainability for Agricultural Commodities 
 Three Pillars of Sustainability: 

• Ecological Sustainability: Ensuring minimal environmental impact, protecƟng biodiversity, and 
managing resources sustainably. 

• Economic Sustainability: Driven by producƟvity and profitability for long-term financial viability. 
• Social Sustainability: Ensuring fair labor pracƟces, good working condiƟons, and community 

benefits. 
• Applicability Across the Lifecycle: Sustainability consideraƟons apply to all stages of a 

commodity's lifecycle—pre-sowing, producƟon, and post-harvest. This holisƟc approach is 
essenƟal for sustainable agriculture. 

Tea Industry in India 
 ProducƟon and Export: 

 India is the world’s fourth-largest tea exporter and second-largest producer. 
 In 2022, tea exports amounted to 188.76 million kg, valued at $641.34 million, with domesƟc 

consumpƟon consƟtuƟng 80% of total producƟon. 
 Major export desƟnaƟons include the UAE, Russia, Iran, the U.S., and the U.K. 
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Challenges: 
 Human-Wildlife Conflicts: Approximately 

70% of tea plantaƟons border forests, 
resulƟng in frequent human-elephant 
conflicts, impacƟng both human safety and 
wildlife conservaƟon. 

 PesƟcide Usage: Up to 85% of pesƟcides 
used are syntheƟc, leading to chemical 
residues in tea products. Chemicals like DDT, 
Endosulfan, and Cypermethrin pose health 
risks, including cancer and neurotoxicity. 

 Labor Rights: Many tea plantaƟon workers 
are underpaid and lack protecƟve gear, 
despite regulaƟons under the PlantaƟons 
Labour Act (1951, amended 2010) to ensure 
safety 

Suggested Solutions: 
 BeƩer management pracƟces around tea 

estates. 
 Stricter pesƟcide monitoring to maintain 

acceptable residue limits. 
 Enhanced enforcement of labor laws for 

improved worker safety and fair wages. 

 
Sugar Industry 
 ProducƟon and Export: 

• India is the second-largest sugar producer globally, with a 34 million metric tonne producƟon, 
contribuƟng about 20% to global producƟon. 

• Sugar exports saw a 291% increase from FY 2013-14 to FY 2021-22, reaching $4,600 million. 
Around 50 million farmers depend on sugar cane, alongside half a million involved in processing. 
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Challenges: 
 Water Intensive Crop: Producing 1 kg of sugar 

requires 1,500-2,000 kg of water. Sugar cane 
occupies 25% of India’s cropped area but uses 
60% of irrigaƟon water, straining resources 
and impacƟng other crops. 

 Ecosystem Impact: Increased sugar cane 
culƟvaƟon, especially in Karnataka and 
Maharashtra, has led to habitat loss and 
biodiversity decline. 

 Labor Concerns: Poor working condiƟons, 
debt cycles, and long working hours, 
worsened by rising temperatures, place 
workers at physical and mental risk. 

Suggested Solutions: 
 PromoƟng drip irrigaƟon to reduce water 

consumpƟon by 40-50%. 
 Introducing sustainable cropping paƩerns to 

conserve water and diversify agriculture. 
 Strengthening labor regulaƟons and 

promoƟng responsible producƟon pracƟces. 

 
Sustainable Alternative: Millets 
 Sustainability Benefits: 

• Millets are resilient, require fewer inputs, and are beƩer suited to harsh condiƟons, 
conserving soil health and providing nutriƟonal security. 

 Growth in Exports: 
• Millet exports increased to $62.95 million in 2021-22 and further to $75.45 million in 2022-

23. This trend showcases their economic potenƟal and role in promoƟng sustainable 
agriculture. 

 Role in Sustainable Agriculture: 
• Millets offer a model for balancing ecological resilience with economic growth, serving as a 

template for addressing sustainability challenges in other sectors. 

 
Conclusion: Towards a Sustainable Agrarian Economy 
 Balancing Growth and Sustainability: 

 India's agricultural success is Ɵed to both domesƟc and internaƟonal markets, but ecological 
and social sustainability are vital for long-term prosperity. 

 Key Focus Areas: 
 Address environmental issues like water use and biodiversity. 
 Improve labor rights and ensure the health and safety of workers and consumers. 

 A Path Forward: 
 An inclusive approach to agricultural policy can create a sustainable economy that benefits 

both local communiƟes and global markets. By invesƟng in sustainable pracƟces across all 
stages, India can secure a robust future for its agricultural sector. 
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Question: (UPSC PYQ 2015) 
Q.3   The Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane is approved by the (2015) 

(a) Cabinet CommiƩee on Economic Affairs  
(b) Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 
(c) Directorate of MarkeƟng and InspecƟon, Ministry of Agriculture  
(d) Agricultural Produce Market CommiƩee 

Solution: A 
 
Question: (UPSC PYQ 2020) 
Q.4  With reference to the current trends in the cultivation of sugarcane in India, consider the following 

statements: (2020) 
1. A substanƟal saving in seed material is made when ‘bud chip seƩlings’ are raised in a nurse, and 

transplanted in the main field. 
2. When direct planƟng of seƩs is done, the germinaƟon percentage is beƩer with single budded 

seƩs as compared to seƩs with many buds. 
3. If bad weather condiƟons prevail when seƩs are directly planted, single-budded seƩs have beƩer 

survival as compared to large seƩs 
4. Sugarcane can be culƟvated using seƩlings prepared from Ɵssue culture. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b)  3 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only  
(d)  2, 3 and 4 only 

SOLUTION: Ans: (c) 
 Tissue Culture Technology is a technique in which fragments of plants are cultured and grown in a 

laboratory. It provides a new way to rapidly produce and supply disease-free seed cane of exisƟng 
commercial varieƟes.It uses meristem to clone the mother plant. It also preserves geneƟc idenƟty. 
The Ɵssue culture technique, owing to its cumbersome ouƞit and physical limitaƟon, is turning out 
to be uneconomical. 

 Bud Chip Technology –As a viable alternaƟve of Ɵssue culture, it reduces the mass and enables quick 
mulƟplicaƟon of seeds. This method has proved to be more economical and convenient than the 
tradiƟonal method of planƟng two to three bud seƩs. The returns are relaƟvely beƩer, with 
substanƟal savings on the seed material used for planƟng. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

 The researchers have found that the seƩs having two buds are giving germinaƟon about 65 to 70% 
with beƩer yield. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

 Large seƩs have beƩer survival under bad weather but single-budded seƩs also give 70% germinaƟon 
if protected with chemical treatment. Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 

 Tissue culture can be used to germinate and grow sugarcane seƩlings which can be transplanted later 
in the field. Hence, statement 4 is correct. Therefore, opƟon (c) is the correct answer. 
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‘ SEA RANCHING’ LAUNCHED OFF VIZHINJAM COAST 

 
 
What is Sea Ranching? 
 Sea ranching is a marine resource replenishment technique where young fish, shellfish, or other 

marine species (known as fingerlings or fry) are released into the sea to support natural fish 
populaƟons. 

 This pracƟce is aimed at enhancing fishery resources and promoƟng sustainable fishing. It is oŌen 
used in conjuncƟon with arƟficial reefs, which provide a habitat that aƩracts and supports marine 
life, boosƟng local biodiversity and fish stocks. 
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 Project Overview: 
• Under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), the sea ranching iniƟaƟve aims 

to replenish marine fish stocks. 
• 20,000 pompano fingerlings were released off Vizhinjam, Kerala, marking the first batch in a 

larger project. 
• The State Fisheries Department plans to release a total of 10 lakh pompano and cobia 

fingerlings at 10 locaƟons along the Thiruvananthapuram coast. 
 ArƟficial Reef CreaƟon: 

• 150 arƟficial reef modules in triangular, flower, and pipe shapes were deployed at 42 locaƟons 
off the Thiruvananthapuram coast. 

• These reefs provide habitats for marine species, aƩracƟng diverse fish populaƟons and 
supporƟng ecosystem growth. 

 Funding and ImplementaƟon: 
• The project is funded with ₹3 crore from the NaƟonal Fisheries Development Board (NFDB). 
• Fingerling rearing takes place at the Ayiramthengu fish farm, managed by the Agency for 

Development of Aquaculture Kerala. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! — 
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