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LEVERAGE SIMILARITY, COMPLEMENTARITY IN NIGERIA

 
Nigeria 
 LocaƟon: Situated on the western coast of Africa; oŌen called the 

"Giant of Africa." 
 Boundaries: 

 North: Bordered by Niger 
 East: Bordered by Chad and Cameroon 
 South: Gulf of Guinea (AtlanƟc Ocean) 
 West: Bordered by Benin 

 Independence: Gained independence from Britain in 1960. 
 Area: Approximately 9.24 lakh square kilometers. 
 PopulaƟon: Africa’s most populous country. 
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 Capital: Abuja 
 Official Language: English 
 Other Languages: Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Ijaw, among many others. 
 Currency: Naira  

 
Geography and Climate 
 Diverse Geography: Encompasses a range of climates, from arid in the north to humid equatorial in 

the south. 
 Drainage Basins: 

• Major Basins: Niger-Benue basin, Lake Chad basin, and Gulf of Guinea basin. 
• Principal Rivers: The Niger River (aŌer which the country is named) and the Benue River, its 

largest tributary. 
 Mountain Range: Cameroonian Highlands, located along the eastern border with Cameroon. 

Natural Resources 
 Rich in Natural Resources: Known for large deposits of petroleum and natural gas, key to Nigeria’s 

economy. 
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Introduction to India-Nigeria Relations 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2024 Visit 

• Date: November 16-17, 2024 
• Importance: First visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Nigeria in 17 years, underscoring a 

renewed focus on strengthening bilateral relaƟons. 
• ObjecƟve: Aims to elevate India-Nigeria relaƟons by building on historical Ɵes and addressing 

contemporary challenges faced by both naƟons. 
• Significance: Nigeria is Africa’s most populous country and the conƟnent’s second largest 

economy, making it a key partner for India. 
• Historical ConnecƟon: Both India and Nigeria share a Commonwealth legacy, mulƟethnic 

socieƟes, and similar developmental challenges, such as improving governance, combaƟng 
corrupƟon, and fostering socio-economic growth. 

Economic Cooperation 
 Trade: 

• India is Nigeria’s second-largest trading partner, with bilateral trade esƟmated at $7.9 billion. 
• Peak trade reached over a decade ago when India was Nigeria’s top trading partner. 
• PotenƟal for expanding trade, especially in sectors like hydrocarbons, health care, and 

infrastructure. 
 Investment: 

• Over 150 Indian companies operate in Nigeria, with investments totaling approximately $27 
billion. 

• Indian businesses, like Airtel, Cipla, and Tata, contribute significantly to Nigeria’s economy. 
• India is the second-largest employer in Nigeria’s private sector due to its sizable diaspora and 

company footprint. 

Strategic Sectors for Cooperation 
 Hydrocarbons: 

• India remains a major buyer of Nigerian crude oil. 
• Strategic importance lies in enhancing India’s energy security. 
• However, India lacks direct upstream assets in Nigerian oil producƟon. 

 Defence: 
• OpportuniƟes for cooperaƟon in counter-terrorism, security training, and sharing experƟse in 

defense manufacturing. 
 InsƟtuƟon Building and Governance: 

• Both countries share experiences in managing large, diverse democracies. 
• India could support Nigeria in insƟtuƟonal capacity-building, especially in governance 

reforms. 
 Health Care and EducaƟon: 

• Many Nigerians travel to India for advanced medical treatment and educaƟonal opportuniƟes. 
• PotenƟal to expand collaboraƟons in medical services and educaƟonal insƟtuƟons. 
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Let’s Practice 
Q.1  Consider the following statements about the geographical features of Nigeria:  

Statement 1: The Niger River is the longest river in Nigeria and flows through the country from the 
northwest to the southeast. 
Statement 2: The Jos Plateau, located in central Nigeria, is known for its rich deposits of tin and 
columbite. 
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 
(a) Both Statements 1 and 2 are correct, Statement 2 is the correct explanaƟon for Statement 1. 
(b) Both Statements 1 and 2 are correct, Statement 2 is not correct the explanaƟon for Statement 1. 
(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is incorrect 
(d) Statement 1 is incorrect but Statement 2 is correct 

Explanation:  
 Statement 1 is correct because the Niger River is indeed the longest river in Nigeria, flowing from the 

northwest to the southeast. Statement 2 is also correct as the Jos Plateau is known for its mineral 
wealth, including Ɵn and columbite. However, Statement 2 is not an explanaƟon for Statement 1. 
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HOW WILL SDS VISA MOVE HIT STUDENTS? 

 
The Story So Far 
 Announcement: In November 2024, the Canadian government announced the disconƟnuaƟon of the 

Student Direct Stream (SDS) visa. 
 Impact on Indian Students: 

• In 2022, Indian students comprised over 21% of all internaƟonal students in Canada. 
• Approximately 222,450 Indian students studied in Canadian insƟtuƟons in 2022. 
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• Over 189,000 Indian students used the SDS visa, benefiƟng from simplified applicaƟons and 
high approval rates (63% compared to 19% for non-SDS applicants). 

What is the Canadian SDS Visa? 
 IntroducƟon and Purpose: 

• Launched in 2018, the SDS visa was intended to streamline the study permit process for 
certain internaƟonal students, parƟcularly benefiƟng Indian students. 

• Available to students from countries like India, China, Pakistan, the Philippines, and others. 
 Key Features: 

• Faster Processing: Provided expedited processing for applicants meeƟng specific criteria. 
• Reduced Fees: Lower applicaƟon fees than the standard study permit, easing financial 

burdens for students. 
• Simplified DocumentaƟon: Required fewer supporƟng documents, making the applicaƟon 

process more accessible and manageable. 
• Eligibility Criteria: Applicants needed to demonstrate a higher level of English proficiency and 

hold a confirmed admission to a Designated Learning InsƟtuƟon (DLI) in Canada. 

Why Was the SDS Visa Discontinued? 
 Reasons for DisconƟnuaƟon: 

• ImmigraƟon Challenges: The Canadian government faced increasing immigraƟon 
management issues. 

• Permit ReducƟons: Canadian Prime Minister JusƟn Trudeau announced on September 19, 
2024, that Canada would grant 35% fewer student permits in 2024, with a further reducƟon 
planned for the following year. 

• Broader Policy ShiŌs: The move reflects Canada’s adjustments to balance immigraƟon 
benefits with naƟonal capacity concerns. 

Other Visa Options for Indian Students 
 Standard Study Permit: 

• Requires a longer processing Ɵme than the SDS visa. 
• Higher applicaƟon fees and more extensive documentaƟon compared to the SDS. 
• Approval rate significantly lower (historically around 19%). 

 Post-GraduaƟon Work Permit (PGWP): 
• Allows internaƟonal students who have graduated from Canadian insƟtuƟons to gain 

Canadian work experience. 
• A separate applicaƟon that follows the compleƟon of a study program. 

 Other Pathways: 
• Express Entry (for skilled immigrants who gain work experience post-study). 
• Provincial Nominee Program (PNP) (if students meet eligibility aŌer compleƟng their studies 

in specific provinces). 
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BASIC COUNTRIES ASK NATIONS AT COP 29  
TO HONOUR COMMITMENTS FOR CLIMATE FINANCE 

 
Overview of BASIC Grouping 
 FormaƟon: Established on November 28, 2009, through an agreement among Brazil, South Africa, 

India, and China. 
 Purpose: Created to form a united front at the Copenhagen Climate Summit (2009), including the 

possibility of a coordinated walk-out if developed naƟons failed to meet BASIC’s minimum climate 
acƟon demands. 
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— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! — 
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