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INDIA NEEDS A GLOBALLY RECOGNISED PUBLIC SCHOOL

 
Why Has India Yet to Produce a World-Class Public Policy Institution? 

 Comparison with Global InsƟtuƟons: 

• The U.S. has the John F. Kennedy School of Government (Harvard Kennedy School).  

• Europe boasts the London School of Economics.  

• These insƟtuƟons shape naƟonal and global governance.  

• India sends its best talent abroad for training despite having numerous policy schools. 

 Challenges in India's PoliƟcal and InsƟtuƟonal Landscape: 

• India's poliƟcal and insƟtuƟonal structure hampers the growth of world-class policy schools. 

• Limited access points for academics, commentators, and civil society to influence policy-
making. 

 ExecuƟve dominance in decisionmaking restricts the role of deliberaƟve processes 
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The Executive’s Dominance in Policy-Making 

 Centralised Power: 

• In India, power is heavily centralised within the execuƟve and poliƟcal elite. 

• Bureaucrats and party leaders hold significant decision-making authority. 

• LegislaƟve oversight of the execuƟve is weak, limiƟng deliberaƟve policy-making. 

 Contrast with the U.S. Model: 
• U.S. Congress can craŌ legislaƟon independently, creaƟng entry points for policy experts. 

• Decentralised decision-making encourages a vibrant ecosystem of think tanks and policy 
schools. 

• Funding and influence are sustained through meaningful lawmaking contribuƟons. 

 ImplicaƟons in India: 
• The centralised nature of power reduces the influence of policy professionals unless aligned 

with top leadership. 

• Weak formalisaƟon of the Indian state leads to a disconnect between poliƟcs and policy. 

• Policy discourse is oŌen downstream and not integrated into the poliƟcal plaƞorm. 

 

Influence and Stability in Decision-Making 

 Power Dependence: 

• Influence on decision-making in India is closely Ɵed to the ruling government. 

• Regime changes result in the realignment of public spheres, sidelining previous influencers. 

 Fragility of Public Life: 
• Policy ecosystems in India lack stability due to frequent shiŌs in power. 

• More insƟtuƟonalised democracies maintain consistent influence of think tanks and advocacy 
groups across regimes. 

 Need for AdaptaƟon: 

• India's unique poliƟcal landscape demands a different approach to public policy educaƟon. 

• InsƟtuƟons must account for informal, personalised, and execuƟve-driven power structures. 

 

Path Forward 

 Designing a World-Class InsƟtuƟon for India: 

• Create an insƟtuƟon tailored to India's poliƟcal realiƟes. 

• Equip professionals to navigate informal and centralised power systems. 

 Dual Purposes: 
• Develop leaders capable of influencing India's unique policy environment. 

• Integrate policy experƟse with the needs of the execuƟve and poliƟcal elite. 
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A JUMBO CRISIS IN MADHYA PRADESH 
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Background of the Incident 

 Timeframe: Between October 29 and 31. 

 LocaƟon: Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR), Madhya Pradesh. 

 CasualƟes: Ten elephants died due to acute toxicity caused by consuming fungus-infected Kodo 
millet. 
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Key Issues Highlighted 

 Toxicity from Contaminated Food: 

• Lab reports confirmed that the elephants consumed Kodo millet infected with fungus, leading 
to fatal poisoning. 

 Resource and Infrastructure Gaps: 
• Insufficient lighƟng hindered nighƫme rescue efforts, with vehicle lights and trenches used 

as makeshiŌ soluƟons. 

• A lack of sufficient veterinary personnel and immediate medical faciliƟes delayed criƟcal 
treatment. 

 Inadequate Monitoring: 
• The reserve lacked early detecƟon mechanisms to idenƟfy contaminated food sources or 

monitor herd health. 

 

Larger Context: Challenges in Managing the Jumbo Population 

 Rising Elephant Numbers: Madhya Pradesh is witnessing an increasing elephant populaƟon, leading 
to challenges in habitat management. 

 Human-Wildlife Conflict: Overlap between human seƩlements and wildlife habitats increases the 
risk of exposure to contaminated food sources. 

 Insufficient Policy Framework: Limited prevenƟve measures in place to address food safety and 
disease surveillance for wildlife. 
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Recommendations for Prevention and Response 

 Improved Monitoring Systems: 

• Establish rouƟne checks for food safety within wildlife reserves. 

• Deploy technology like drones for real-Ɵme tracking of wildlife health and movement. 

 Strengthening Veterinary Support: 
• Increase the number of wildlife veterinarians and provide specialized training in toxicology 

and emergency care. 

 Enhanced Infrastructure: 

• Invest in beƩer lighƟng and medical equipment for remote and emergency situaƟons. 

 Community Involvement: 
• Educate local communiƟes about the risks of feeding wildlife contaminated food. 

• Encourage reporƟng of unusual wildlife behavior. 

 Policy Reforms: 
• Develop a state-level acƟon plan for wildlife health management, emphasizing prevenƟve 

care and rapid response. 
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