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THE NEW JUSTITIA AND REIMAGINING JUSTICE

 
Introduction 
 The installaƟon of the open-eyed JusƟƟa statue at the Supreme 

Court of India has sparked significant public debate. The statue, 
unveiled by then Chief JusƟce of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud in 
October 2024, represents a deviaƟon from the tradiƟonal 
blindfolded JusƟce figure. It raises important quesƟons about 
historical symbolism, judicial philosophy, and cultural 
representaƟon. 
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The New Statue of Justitia in the Supreme Court 
 Design and Symbolism. 

• Six-foot-tall statue depicƟng a sariclad, ornamented 
goddess-like figure. 

• Open-eyed, holding scales (right hand) and the Indian 
ConsƟtuƟon (leŌ hand). 
 

Historical Contet of Justitia’s Imagery 
 Ancient Origins: 

• Allegorical images of JusƟƟa have existed in Roman, Greek, and EgypƟan cultures. 
• Roman coins from the 1st and 2nd centuries depicted a clear-sighted JusƟƟa assessing cases. 

 EvoluƟon of the Blindfold: 
• Blindfold added around the late 15th century, first appearing in a 1494 wood engraving as a 

saƟrical representaƟon. 
• IniƟally depicted as impairing JusƟce’s ability to judge. 
• By 1530, it evolved to symbolize imparƟality, equality, and neutrality—an emblem of 

dispassionate judgment. 
 Colonial Iconography in India: 

• Bombay High Court also features an open-eyed JusƟƟa statue, along with a Statue of Mercy. 
• Both blindfolded and open-eyed versions have colonial and historical precedent in India. 

 

 
 

Symbolizes the philosophy that 
"Law is not blind; it sees 
everyone equally," as 
articulated by CJI Chandrachud 
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NEW INFECTIOUS DISEASES AMONG BEES  
THREATEN WORLD ECONOMIES 

 
Threats of Pollinators and their Ecological Impact 
 Insect pollinators are vital for global agricultural producƟvity and nutriƟonal security. Over 75% of 

food crops, fruits, and flowering plants depend on pollinators like bees, wasps, beetles, flies, moths, 
and buƩerflies for successful harvests. However, their populaƟons face mulƟple threats, including 
pesƟcides, polluƟon, climate change, and infecƟous diseases exacerbated by habitat loss. 

 Role of Pollinators in Agriculture and Ecology 
• Pollinators are essenƟal for: 

o Over 75% of food crops and flowering plants. 
o Sustaining agricultural producƟvity and nutriƟonal security. 

 Threats to Pollinator PopulaƟons 
• Common threats: 

o PesƟcides and polluƟon. 
o Climate change and habitat loss. 
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• Emerging threat: InfecƟous diseases worsened by environmental degradaƟon 
 

Regional Disparities in Research 
 Europe and North America: 

• Decline in pollinator populaƟons welldocumented. 
 Indian SubconƟnent: 

• Scarcity of data despite its biodiversity richness. 
• Research heavily focused on managed western honey bees (Apis mellifera), leaving 

knowledge gaps about wild bee species. 
 Importance of Wild Bees 

• Wild bees oŌen outperform managed western honey bees in pollinaƟon efficiency. 
• Study of wild bee communiƟes is essenƟal for: 

o Understanding their health and ecological role. 
o PrevenƟng biodiversity loss. 

 
Pathogen Spillover and Disease Transmission 
 Pathogen spillover and spillback: 

• Managed western honey bees act as viral reservoirs. 
• Pathogens spread to wild pollinators when they share habitats. 

 Recent Findings: 
• Study published in Nature Ecology and EvoluƟon by Corina Maurer and team: 

o Presence of deformed wing virus and black queen virus in 19 wild bee and hoverfly 
species. 

o Higher pathogen loads (10 Ɵmes more) in pollinators sharing floral resources with 
honey bees. 

 
Solutions to Mitigate Disease Transmission 
 Diverse pollinator-friendly habitats: 

• Rich floral resources lower pathogen transmission risks. 
 Impact of Habitat Loss: 

• Forces pollinators into smaller shared spaces, increasing disease risk. 
• Increased overlap between wild and managed species. 

 
Pollinator Diversity in India 
 India is home to over 700 bee species, including: 

• AsiaƟc honey bee (Apis cerana indica). 
• Giant rock bee (Apis dorsata). 
• Dwarf honey bee (Apis florea). 
• SƟngless bee (Trigona species). 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

 Western honey bees in India: 
• Introduced in 1983 to boost honey producƟon. 
• Their interacƟon with naƟve species poses ecological challenges. 

 
Conclusion:  
 The declining populaƟon of pollinators poses a significant threat to agriculture, biodiversity, and food 

security. Research underscores the need for conserving diverse habitats and miƟgaƟng habitat loss 
to prevent pathogen spillover. Focusing research and conservaƟon strategies are criƟcal in regions 
like India, where pollinator diversity is high but understudied. 
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GROWING EPIDEMIC 

 

          
 

 Diabetes prevalence has been rising at an alarming rate globally and in India. With 212 million people 
affected, India has the highest number of diabetes cases globally, surpassing China's 148 million. To 
meet the World Health OrganizaƟon (WHO) target for 2030, India must address several challenges, 
including scaling up diagnosis and management. 

Global Diabetes Trends 
 Diabetes prevalence has quadrupled globally: 

• 200 million cases in 1990 → Over 800 million cases in 2022. 
• Global adult diabetes prevalence rose from 7% in 1990 to 14% in 2022. 
•  

India’s Diabetes Statistics 
 Highest number of diabetes cases globally: 

• 212 million individuals diagnosed in India. 
• 133 million over the age of 30 remain undiagnosed. 
• In comparison, China has 148 million cases, with 78 million undiagnosed cases. 
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Methodology and Data Analysis 
 Improved methodology in the study (The Lancet, November 2023): 

• Used mulƟple diagnosƟc markers: 
o FasƟng plasma glucose ≥ 7.0 mmol/L. 
o HbA1c ≥ 6.5%. 
o PaƟents on diabetes medicaƟon. 

• Earlier studies relied on singlebiomarker data, missing many cases. 
• South Asia Focus: Including glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c) data revealed a higher prevalence. 

 
Risk Factors for Diabetes 
 Controllable Lifestyle Factors: 

• Unhealthy diets: High-calorie foods rich in carbohydrates and saturated fats. 
• Sedentary lifestyles. 

 Tobacco as a Major Contributor: 
• Smoking increases diabetes risk by 30%-40% (WHO, November 2023). 
• NicoƟne effects: 

o Impairs insulin-producing beta cells, reducing insulin producƟon. 
o Induces insulin resistance. 

• Avoiding tobacco reduces: 
o Risk of diabetes. 
o Cardiovascular disease and mortality in diabeƟc individuals. 

 
Special Focus on Gestational Diabetes 
 GestaƟonal diabetes increases the risk of developing diabetes later for both: 

• The mother. 
• The child. 
• Managing gestaƟonal diabetes is criƟcal to long-term prevenƟon. 

 

Challenges in Diagnosis and Treatment 
 Undiagnosed Cases: 

• 133 million people in India remain undiagnosed. 
 WHO 2030 Targets for Diabetes: 

• 80% of people with diabetes diagnosed. 
• 80% of diagnosed cases with good glycaemia control. 

 
The Way Forward for India 
 Scale Up Diagnosis: 

• Strengthen healthcare infrastructure. 
• Increase accessibility to diagnosƟc tests for fasƟng plasma glucose and HbA1c. 
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 Promote Awareness and Lifestyle Changes: 
• Campaigns on healthy diets, exercise, and tobacco avoidance. 

 Focus on Maternal Health: 
• Improve screening and management of gestaƟonal diabetes. 
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INDIA CONDUCTS HISTORIC FLIGHT TEST OF HYPERSONIC MISSILE 
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