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SUBRAMANIA BHARATI CONTINUES TO INSPIRE US: PM
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‘Subramania Bharati’s
thoughts still inspire us’

PM Modi pays tribute to the legendary poet, highlights Bharatis contributions to India’s cultural,
intellectual and social fabric; emphasises govts efforts to elevate the status of Tamil language

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prerldra Modi on
Wednesday re-

leased a compendium of
the complete works of
great Tamil poet and free-
dom fighter Subramania
Bharati and hailed his con-
tributions, saying a perso-
nality like him comes once
in centuries.

Emphasising the efforts
made in the past decade to
elevate the status of the Ta-
mil Jlanguage, Mr. Modi
said, “In the last 10 years,
the country has worked
with dedication to honour
the pride of Tamil" He said
Bharati’s thoughts and in-
tellectual brilliance conti-
nue to inspire people even
today.

The Prime Minister re-
leased the compendium at
his 7, Lok Kalyan Marg resi-
dence here.

The 23-volume set has
been compiled and edited
by Seeni Viswanathan and
published by Alliance Pu-
blishers. It contains details
of the editions, explana-
tions, documents, back-
ground information and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releasing a compendium of complete

works of Subramania Bharati in Mew Delhi on Wednesday. PTi

philasophical presentation
of the writings of Bharati,
among others.

Mr. Modi lauded the ex-
traordinary, unprecedent-
ed and tireless work of six
decades for the compila-
tion of ‘Kaala WVarisaiyil
Bharathiyar Padaippugal’
in 21 volumes. He said the
hard work of Mr Viswa-
nathan was such a pe-
nance, which would bene-
fit many generations to
come.

Mr. Viswanathan's pe-
nance reminded him of
Maha-Mahopadhyay Pan-
durang Vaman Kane, who
had spent 35 vears of his

life in writing the History of
Dharmashastra, the Prime
Minister said.

He expressed confi-
dence that the work of Mr.
Viswanathan will set a
benchmark in the academ-
ic world and congratulated
himn and his colleagues for
the seminal work.

“Great thinker”
Lauding Bharati as a great
thinker who worked with
an eye on the needs of the
country, Mr. Modi said that
he worked in every direc-
tion that the country need-
ed at that time.

He said Bharati was not

just the heritage of Tamil
Nadu and the Tamil lan-
guage, but a thinker whose
every breath was dedicat-
ed to the service of Maa
Bharati who dreamt of the
rise and pride of India.
The Prime Minister un-
derlined that the govern-
ment worked continuously
with a sense of duty w
spread the contribution of
Bharati to the people.

‘Spiritual bond’
Highlighting Kashi as the
living and spiritual bond
between himself and Bha-
rati, Mr. Modi noted that
the time spent and the rela-
tionship of Bharati had be-
come a part of Kashi's
heritage.

Paying tribute to the le-
gendary poet and vision-
ary, Mr. Modi highlighted
Bharati’s unparalleled con-
tributions to India’s cultu-
ral, intellectual and social
fabric.

“Subramania  Bharati
was a personality who
graces this world perhaps
once in centuries. Despite
a life of only 39 years, he
left an indelible mark on
our nation,” the Prime Mi-
nister said.

Context

** Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a compendium of the complete works of Subramania Bharati.
+»+ He highlighted Bharati's contributions to India's cultural, intellectual, and social fabric.

< Modi emphasized the government's efforts to elevate the status of the Tamil language.

BACKGROUND
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% Subramania Bharati was a renowned Tamil poet, writer, journalist, and social reformer.

is works often expressed his love for India and his vision for a free and independent nation.

e was a key figure in the Indian independence movement and a proponent of social reforms.
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KEY POINTS

«»+ Birth: 11th December 1882, in Ettayapuram, Madras Presidency.
«»+ Brief Profile: Indian writer of the nationalist period (1885-1920) who is regarded as the father of the
modern Tamil style. Also known as ‘Mahakavi Bharathiyar’.

®
%

His strong sense of social justice drove him to fight for self-determination.
Published the sensational “Sudesa Geethangal” in 1908.
Bharati’s reaction to the Russian Revolutions of 1917, in a poem entitled “Pudiya Russia” (“The New

%

%
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Russia”), offers a fascinating example of the poet’s political philosophy.

+* He was forced to flee to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), a French colony, where he lived in exile from
1910 to 1919.

«» During this time, Bharati’s nationalistic poems and essays were popular successes.

+» Important Works: Kannan pattu (1917; Songs to Krishna), Panchali sapatham (1912; Panchali’s Vow),
Kuyil pattu (1912; Kuyil’s Song), Pudiya Russia and Gnanaratham (Chariot of Wisdom).

«» Many of his English works were collected in Agni and Other Poems and Translations and Essays and
Other Prose Fragments (1937).

++ Death: 11th September 1921.

(Involvement during Nationalist Period:
<+ After 1904, he joined the Tamil daily newspaper Swadesamitran.
++ This exposure to political affairs led to his involvement in the extremist wing of the Indian National
Congress (INC) party.

% In order to proclaim its revolutionary ardour, Bharathi had the weekly newspaper named ‘India’
printed in red paper.

It was the first paper in Tamil Nadu to publish political cartoons.

++ He also published and edited a few other journals like “Vijaya”.

+» Attended the annual sessions of INC and discussed national issues with extremist leaders like Bipin
Chandra Pal, B.G. Tilak and V.V.S. lyer.

++» His participation and activities in Benaras Session (1905) and Surat Session (1907) of the INC

impressed many national leaders for his patriotic fervour.

International Bharati Festival:

** The International Bharati Festival 2020 was organised by the Vanavil Cultural Centre (Tamil Nadu)
which marked his 138th birth anniversary.
%+ Scholar Shri Seeni Viswanathan received the Bharathi Award for the year 2020.
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INDIAN SCIENTISTS DEVELOP NOVEL GENE THERAPY

TO PROVIDE ONE-TIME SOLUTION FOR HAEMOPHILIA

Indian scientists develop novel gene therapy
to provide one-time solution for haemophilia

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Scientists in India have re-
ported success with using
gene therapy to treat sev-
ere haemophilia A, a rare
hereditary condition re-
sulting from a faulty gene
which triggers severe,
spontaneous, and poten-
tially  fatal  bleeding
episodes.

Though only tested on
five patients in Tamil Nadu
so far, none of them have
reported bleeding epi-
sodes over an average fol-
low-up period of 14
months. It is not unusual
for those with haemophilia
to have weekly bleeding
episodes, requiring fre-
quent treatment. The re-
sults of the study were re-

++» Haemophilia A is a rare genetic disorder that impairs the blood's ability to clot, leading to excessive

bleeding.

7

Costly affair: Per-patient cost of treating haemophilia in India is
reported to be 32.54 crore over a 10-year period. GETTY IMAGES

ported in the
peer-reviewed New En-
gland Journal of Medicine
(NEJM) earlier this week.
The trial was led by Alok
Srivastava of the Centre for
Stem Cell Research (CSCR)
at the Christian Medical

College in Vellore, and fi-
nancially supported by the
Union Department of Bio-
technology.

One-time solution
The typical treatment for
the condition requires in-

jections at frequent inter-
vals, with infusions of a
“clotting factor” to prevent
bleeding. Gene therapy
treatments, however, pro-
mise to be a one-time solu-
tion. A gene introduced in-
to the body teaches it to
create enough of the clot-
ting factor that can prevent
such haemorrhage.
Haemophilia can be
classified as minor or sev-
ere depending on the per-
centage of clotting factor
present. Haemophilia A,
the more common version
of the condition, is caused
by the absence of a blood-
clotting factor called Fac-
tor VIIL. Even though hae-
mophilia is a rare disorder,
India has the world’s se-
cond-largest patient pool,
with an estimated 40,000

to 1,00,000 patients.

Those with Severe He-
mophilia A have less than
1% of the clotting factor,
and manage the condition
with repeated Factor VIII
replacement, monoclonal
antibodies, or injecting
substances that mimic Fac-
tor VIII to stop or prevent
bleeding. Because of the
nature of the condition
and the relatively low num-
bers of patients, treatment
can be expensive. A March
2024 research study in the
journal Heliyon estimates
the per-patient cost of
treating a haemophilia pa-
tient in India to be
$300,000 (or T2.54 crore)
over a 10-year period.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

«» Traditional treatments for haemophilia A involve frequent infusions of clotting factor VIII, which can
be burdensome and costly.
R/

% Gene therapy offers a potential one-time cure by introducing a functional copy of the defective gene
into the patient's cells.

WHAT IS HEMOPHILIA - A?

+* Hemophilia A is a rare inherited bleeding disorder that affects about 1 in 5,000 male births. It is
caused by a deficiency of clotting factor VIII (FVIIl), a protein that helps blood clot. People with
hemophilia A experience excessive bleeding, both internally and externally, even from minor injuries.

How does gene therapy work?

+* Gene therapy involves the delivery of a normal copy of the FVIII gene to the liver cells of people with
hemophilia A. The liver is a natural producer of clotting factors, so itis an ideal target for gene therapy.

% The normal FVIII gene is inserted into a harmless virus called an adeno-associated virus (AAV). This
virus is used as a vector to carry the gene to the liver cells. Once inside the liver cells, the AAV virus
releases the FVIIl gene, whichis then incorporated into the cell's DNA. The cell then begins to produce
FVIII, which is secreted into the bloodstream.
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PROTECT PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT, SAY MULTIPLE PLEAS IN SC

The mosques which face survey petitions

Why has an oral observation made by Former Chief Justice of India DY. Chandrachud led to repercussions at the lower judiciary? What is the contestation against
the origins of the Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra and the Ajmer dargah? What about the provisions of the Places of Worship Act, 19917

EXPLAINER

Ziva Us Salam

The story so far;
uring a hearing of the
Gyanvapi petition in 2022,
Justice DY, Chandrachud
made an oral ohservation that
Sections 3 and 4 of the Places of Worship
Act, 1991 do not prohibit the
“ascertainment of religious character” of
any place of worship. His oral observation
has had repercussions at the lower
Judiciary with a number of districts and
sessions courts in Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan admitting petitions seeking to
“ascertain the religious character” of
mosques and other places of worship
built in medieval India and ordering their
surveys, Among the places facing calls for
survey are the Ajmer Dargah, Adhai Din
ka Jhonpra, the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, the Teelewali Masjid in
Lucknow, the Shamsi Jama Magjid in
Badaun, the Atala Masjid in Jaunpur
besides the better known cases of
Gyanvapi Masjid, and Eidgah in Mathura.

Are calls for surveys increasing?
Shortly after a civil judge in Sambhal
ordered a survey of the town's Jama
Masjid on November 19, there has beena
slew of petitions calling for surveys of
mosques and dargahs, On November 24,
there was a repeat survey of the Sambhal
masque which led to violence in which
six people were killed. Following the
violence, the Supreme Court asked the
report of the advocate commissioner to
be kept in a sealed cover, and directed the
mosque’s committee to approach the
Allahabad High Court to hear the case.
Around the same time, Ajmer’s West
Civil Court admitted a petition claiming
that the Ajmer dargah was originally a
Sankat Mochan Mandir. The demand led
to uproar s the dargah is frequented by
people of all religions and the Prime
Minister himself sends a chador for its
annual Urs in January. Disturbed by these

|
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Historic site: People outside the Ajmer Sharif Dargah in Ajmer, Rajasthan, on November 28, #1i

petitions, a number of retired bureaucrats
and Army personnel wrote to the Prime
Minister asking him to curtail what they
called, an “ideological assault on India’s
civilisational heritage”,

‘What about Adhai Din ka Jhonpra?
The dargah petition triggered demand for
the restoration of the 12th century
maosque Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra to its
alleged pre-Islamic heritage. The mosque,
located a few minutes away from the
dargah, is an Archaeological Survey of
India (ASD) protected site. The demand
came from Ajmer’s Deputy Mayor Neeraj
Jain who reiterated claims that the Adhai
Din Ka jhonpra was originally a Sanskrit
college and a temple before being
demolished towards the end of 12th
century. Earlier the demand for a Sanskrit
college and a temple at the site was raised

after a Jain monk visited the mosque
along with some functionaries of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad. Soon after
Rajasthan Assembly speaker Vasudev
Devnani demanded an ASI survey at the
historic site, arguing, "An ASI survey
should immediately be done at Adhai Din
Ka Jhonpra to find out whether the Jain
delegates claim is true. It's a subject to
research whether it was occupied and
converted into a mosque.”

The mosque was built by Qutubddin
Aibak around the time he built the
Quwwat-ul-Islam Masjid in the Qutub
Minar complex in Delhi. Sultan [tutmish
beautified it in AD 1203 with a screen
pierced by corbelled engrailed arches
which appears in this country for the first
time. A protected monument, its name
stems from an Urs (fair) that used to be

| held here for two and a half days. Hence

the expression Adhai Din or two and a
half days. However, the claim of the site
being a mosque has been disputed by
author Har Bilas Sarda who argued in his
book, Ajmer: Historical and Deseriptive,
that Seth Viramceva Kala built a Jain
temple here in celebration of the Jain
festival Panch Kalyan Mahotsava in 660
AD. The temple was destroyed by Afghans
of Ghor in 1192, he claimed.

The ASI doesn’t agree with the
assertion. About the mosque, the ASL
website states, “It was commenced by
Qutubuddin Aibak in about 1200 AD with
carved pillars used in colonnades... The
pillared (prayer) chamber is divided into
nine octagonal compartments and has
two small minarets on top of the central
arch. The three central arches carved
with Kufic and Tughra inscriptions make
it a splendid architectural masterpiece.”

What about the Shamsi Jama Masjid?
The 800-year-old Shamsi Jama Masjid is
the fatest mosque to face contestation. A
fast-track court is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindu Mahasabha
who filed a claim against the mosque,
insisting it was an ancient Neelkanth
Mahadev temple, In response, the Shamsi
Shahi mosque’s intezamia committee
argued the suit was non-maintainable.
Incidentally, the masque is built on an
elevated area called Sotha Mohalla, and is
said to be the highest structure in Badaun
town, After Quwwatul Islam and Adhai
Din ka jhonpra, it is the third oldest
mosque in north India.

After Badaun, eries are being made
about the historic Jama Masjid in Delhi
too — that it’s built at the site of a Vishnu
temple, With the districts and sessions
courts continuing to freely admit such
petitions, the provisions of the Places of
Worship Act 1951 which prohibit changing
the character of places of worship as they
stood on August 15, 1947, stand ignored.
Meanwhile, the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board appealed to the Supreme
Court to take suo moto notice of such
petitions and bar the lower level judiciary
from entertaining them in the future.

THE GIST

-

Shortly after a civil judge in
Sambhal ordered a survey of
the tawn's Jama Masjid an
Movernber 19, there has been a
slew of petitions calling for
surveys of mosques and
dargahs.
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Amang the places facing calls
for survey are the Ajmer
Dargah, Adhai Din ka Jhanpra,
the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, the Teelewali Masjid
in Lucknow besides the known
cases of Varanasi's Gyanvapi
Masjid, and the Eidgahiin
Mathura,

v

The 800-year-old Shamsi Jama
Magjid is the |atest mosque ta
face contestation. A fast-track
court is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindu
Mahasabha who filed 2 claim
against the mosque, insisting it
weas an ancient Neelkanth
Mahadev temple.

% In recent times, a series of petitions seeking surveys of historic mosques and dargahs in India has
sparked significant controversy and legal challenges. These petitions, often filed in lower courts, aim
to "ascertain the religious character" of these places of worship, raising concerns about the potential
for religious polarization and the erosion of communal harmony.

BACKGROUND

+* The controversy can be traced back to an oral observation made by former Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud during a hearing of the Gyanvapi petition in 2022. He noted that Sections 3 and 4 of the
Places of Worship Act, 1991, do not explicitly prohibit the "ascertainment of religious character" of
any place of worship. This interpretation has emboldened Hindu groups to file petitions seeking
surveys of various historic mosques and dargahs.
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KEY CONTESTED SITES

«» Ajmer Dargah: A revered Sufi shrine, it has been claimed to be a Hindu temple in previous
incarnations.

+» Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra: A 12th-century mosque in Ajmer, it has been alleged to be a Sanskrit college
and temple before its conversion.

+» Shahi Jama Masjid, Sambhal: This mosque has faced calls for a survey to determine its original
religious character.

< Teelewali Masjid, Lucknow: Another mosque that has been subject to similar demands.

+» Shamsi Jama Masjid, Badaun: This 800-year-old mosque is facing a legal challenge claiming it was a
Hindu temple.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND CONCERNS

++ Places of Worship Act, 1991: This law prohibits the conversion of places of worship and maintains
the religious character of such places as it existed on August 15, 1947. However, the recent wave of
petitions has challenged the scope and intent of this legislation.

< Potential for Religious Polarization: The contentious issue of mosque surveys has the potential to
exacerbate communal tensions and lead to social unrest.

+» Impact on Historical Preservation: Such actions could disrupt the preservation of important historical
and cultural heritage sites.

®
%

Judicial Overreach: Critics argue that lower courts may not be equipped to handle such complex legal
and historical questions.

WAY FORWARD
++ Respect for Historical and Legal Precedents: It is crucial to respect the historical and legal context of

these places of worship.
Adherence to the Places of Worship Act: The Act should be upheld and enforced to prevent further
religious disputes.

®
%

®
%

Interfaith Dialogue and Tolerance: Fostering interfaith dialogue and promoting religious tolerance
can help mitigate tensions and ensure social harmony.

®
%

Judicial Restraint: Courts should exercise caution and avoid decisions that could have farreaching
social and political consequences.

++ By addressing these issues with sensitivity and wisdom, India can safeguard its rich cultural heritage
and promote religious harmony.
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Vaikom — two States, two leaders and a tale of reform

socio-political moment like no other. The

Vaikom Struggle, which culminated in the
lifting of the barriers to the entry of backward
caste Hindus to the local temple in the erstwhile
Travancore princely state, would be the first of
many mass movements that brought political
attention to religious reform. Since then, the
Dravidian Movement founded by Periyar EV.
Ramasamy and its self-respect principles have
enabled wider reforms within the Hindu religion
and paved the way for a more egalitarian society.
What is less understood is that this was made
possible only due to the insertion of a key clause
in the Constitution by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Celebrating the centenary of Vaikom is not just a
tribute to Periyar’s persistence and B.R.
Ambedkar’s acumen but also a re-assertion of the
strong reformist tendencies that continue to
pervade through modern-day politik in South
India.

! little over a 100 years ago was a landmark

The evolution of a mass movement
The Vaikom Struggle was fought against the
prohibition of backward caste Hindus from
walking on the streets adjacent to the Vaikom
Mahadeva temple. When leaders of Kerala State
Congress Committee and other social activist
leaders began agitating against the injustice, they
faced a clamp down by the administration. With
the entry of Periyar in 1924, it slowly became a
mass movement, bringing people from all classes
within its fold. In November 1925, when the
restrictions to walk on the streets finally lifted,
the long arc of political movement began tilting
towards social justice. In the decade that
followed, movements erupted in other parts of
the country, with B.R. Ambedkar leading protests
to enter the Ambadevi Temple and Kalaram
Mandir, where Dalits were denied entry.
However, the trajectory of reform in South

Manuraj
Shunmuga-
sundaram

an advocate
practising before the
Madras High Court
and Spokesperson of
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK)

The Vaikom
Struggle was
a landmark
socio-political
moment like
no other

India was progressing at a faster pace with the
Legislative Assembly introducing a Bill to allow
temple entry in 1932, followed by the Travancore
Temple Entry Proclamation in 1936, the Malabar
Temple Entry Bill 1938. There was also the entry
of backward castes in the Madurai Meenakshi
Sundareswarar Temple and the Thanjavur
Brihadeeswara Temple in 1939. The Madras
Temple Entry Authorization Act 1947 enabled
Hindus of all castes to enter and offer worship in
all temples within the then Madras Presidency.

Though many of these reforms took place
prior to the adoption of the Constitution of India,
the Constituent Assembly took great care in
delimiting the right to freedom of religion. During
discussions on December 7, 1948, B.R. Ambedkar
included the prefix ‘subject to public order,
morality and health’ restricting the extent of the
fundamental right and thereby enabling state
intervention when necessary.

These seven words went on to form the legal
and legitimate basis for reforms within the fold of
religion, thereby enabling constitutional courts to
intercede when there was a contestation of
fundamental rights, namely between those of
equality and religion.

State and the issue of regulation
The larger issue has always been whether
temples, and religion at large, can be regulated by
the state. If this is allowed, some argue, then the
government will lose its secular character. There
can be nothing further from the truth or logic.
The intervention of the State to regulate temples,
which are public spaces, is to ensure equality and
access. A long history, beginning with the
enactment of the Madras Hindu Religious
Endowments Act 1927 to the present-day Tamil
Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Act 1959, would make it apparent

| the legislative intent to manage religious affairs in

consonance with public order and morality. This
position has been confirmed through various
judgments beginning from The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious Endowments, Madras vs Sri
Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Sri Shirur Mutt
1954 (Shirur Mutt case), where the Supreme
Court of India upheld the proposition that the
state can manage the secular affairs of the temple
and propounded the test of essential religious
practice.

Since then, successive governments in Tamil
Nadu, beginning in 1970, have enacted laws to
enable backward caste Hindus to be appointed as
archakas (priests), which some have regarded as a
contentious act of interference in religious affairs.
In such instances, the Court has upheld the right
of the State to manage secular matters in temples
while carving out a special category of ‘Agamic
temples’.

Change and resistance

Over the last few years, Governments of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu have appointed hundreds of
trained archakas, Odhuvaars and Bhattacharyas
from non-Brahmin castes. These have been met
with resistance within and outside the courts of
law. These reforms challenge orthodox religious
beliefs and entrenched social diktats.
Nevertheless, the push for reforms is stronger
than before. One hundred years after Vaikom and
over 75 years since the Constituent Assembly
debate on this issue, there is a compelling moral
consensus that is emerging. While the
Governments of Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
collaborated to commemorate the centenary of
the Vaikom Struggle on December 12, 2024, they
are also celebrating a historic event that brought
together two States. They are paying tribute to
the start of a social reform trajectory that was
made possible due to the coming together of two
of the greatest leaders.

+* Recently, India commemorated the centenary of Vaikom satyagraha, a pivotal movement in India's
history that challenged untouchability and caste oppression.

BACKGROUND

+» Vaikom Satyagraha, a nonviolent agitation, unfolded in Vaikom within the princely state of
Travancore, Kerala precisely a century ago spanning from 30th March 1924 to 23rd November 1925.
o This movement stood as a formidable protest against the entrenched practices of untouchability
and caste discrimination that had long plagued Indian society.
o The movement was triggered by the prohibition of people from oppressed classes, especially
Ezhavas, from walking on the roads surrounding the Vaikom Mahadeva temple.
+»+ Efforts were made to negotiate with authorities, including Maharani Regent of Travancore, to open
temple roads.
% It was the first among the temple entry movements in India, setting the stage for similar movements
across the country.
o It emerged amidst the growing nationalist movement and aimed to foreground social reform

alongside political aspirations.
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It was led by visionary leaders like Ezhava leader T K Madhavan, K.P. Kesava Menon, and K. Kelappan.

++ Erode Venkatappa Ramasamy, revered as Periyar or Thanthai Periyar, played a crucial role, mobilising
volunteers, delivering speeches, and enduring imprisonment, earning the title 'Vaikom Veerar’.

+* The movement gained more power when Mahatma Gandhi reached Vaikom in March 1925 and held

discussions with leaders of various caste groups.
o Outcome: The Vaikom Satyagraha led to significant reforms, including the opening of three out

of four roads surrounding the temple to people of all castes.
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Has the government clarifiec
its stance on ONOS?

Why did the ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan invoke criticism after it was unveiled last month?

The Hindu Bureau

The story so far:
n November 25, the Indian
government announced the
launch of its ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS) plan to
improve access to research journals for
the country’s public education and
research institutes. The announcement
was accompanied with scant details and
broached widespread criticism from the
research community, especially over what
was perceived to be its disproportionate
expense and lack of support for
open-access publishing. On December 11,
government officials conducted a press
conference in New Delhi that addressed
many of these concerns.

‘What is ONOS’s purpose?

When scientists conclude an experiment,
they write up their methods and findings
and publish it as a paper in a journal. The

Context

journal collects, reviews, edits, publishes,
and archives these papers as a service to
other scholars and the people at large. In
exchange, journals levy a fee.
Subscription-based journals charge
readers a fee to read papers. Some forms
of Open-Access (OA) journals, called ‘gold’
OA, charge researchers to publish their
paper. Institutes in India had subscribed
to subscription journals through 10 or so
consortia within the country. ONOS will
replace these consortia as a single
window through which all
government-funded institutes in the
country will be able to access more than
13,000 journals published by 30 major
international publishers.

Why did ONOS provoke criticism?
At the time of announcement, a Ministry
of Education press release didn’t specify
which journals would be part of ONOS,
how ONOS would be implemented, how
its allocation of 76,000 crore (for three

calendar years) would be spent, and how
ONOS would support efforts to make
research OA. Experts on the topic also
asked whether the allocation for foreign
journals could have been used to support
domestic publishing efforts instead.

Also it wasn't clear whether ONOS
would help scientists pay to publish in
gold OA journals or whether these
payments — called article processing
charges (APCs) - could be discounted.

What was revealed on December 11?
The press conference was attended by
officials from the office of the Principal
Scientific Advisor (PSA), the Department
of Science & Technology, and the
Department of Higher Education.

The package: Students and staff at all
public institutes will be able to access all
papers in the journals participating in
ONOS irrespective of their discipline.
Negotiations are underway to bring in
more journals.

HAS THE GOVERNMENT CLARIFIED ITS STANCE ON ONOS?
[]

Phases: Remya Haridasan, a scientist
at the PSA’s office, said the government
would implement ONOS in three phases:
(i) merge all the consortia and work to
facilitate journal access in all public
institutes; (ii) expand to include private
institutions; (iii) create “universal access”
to all citizens “through designated access
points at public libraries”.

Open access: [n a pilot, ONOS would
set aside 150 crore a year to pay for
APCs. The government has also
negotiated APC discounts for researchers
to publish in certain OA journals. The
officials said they are aware of
transformative OA models and that ONOS
would encompass them as it progressed.
As of today, they said, around 65% of
papers published by Indian scientists
were in subscription-based journals.

Domestic efforts: Officials at the press
conference acknowledged the need to
support domestic publishers. They said
there were five repositories in the country
- servers where researchers could
deposit digital copies of their papers and
where others could freely access them —
but that scientists were using them to a
less-than-ideal degree. They added that
other efforts need to take place, such as
“enhancement, promotion, and support
of Indian journals” and changes in how
institutes evaluate the work of
researchers, especially to reduce
dependence o journal titles and increase
focus on the merit of each person’s work.

THE GIST

v

On November 25, the Indian
government announced the
launch of its ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS) plan to
improve access to research
journals for the country’s
public education and research
institutes.

v

At the time of announcement,
a Ministry of Education press
release didn't specify which
journals would be part of
ONOS, how ONOS would be
implemented, how its
allocation of 36,000 crore (for
three calendar years) would be
spent, and how ONOS would
support efforts to make
research OA.

v

0On December 11, government
officials conducted a press
conference that addressed
many of these concerns.

++ The Indian government has launched a new initiative, 'One Nation, One Subscription' (ONOS), aimed

at improving access to research journals for public education and research institutions in India.
++ This move comes amid growing concerns about the high cost of journal subscriptions and the limited

access to research for many researchers and students in the country.

BACKGROUND

% Current Scenario: Traditionally, Indian institutions have subscribed to journals through various

consortia, leading to fragmented access and increased costs.

/7

collection of journals for all public institutions.

/7

«* ONOS's Objective: To consolidate these subscriptions and provide a single-window access to a vast

+* Funding: The government has allocated 6,000 crore for the implementation of ONOS over three

years.

«* ONOS seeks to:

¢ Centralize Access: Create a unified platform for accessing research journals.
e Reduce Costs: Negotiate better deals with publishers to lower subscription costs.

e Promote Research: Facilitate access to cutting-edge research for researchers and students.

IMPACT

+* Positive Impacts:

¢ Increased Access: More researchers and students will have access to a wider range of research.

¢ Reduced Costs: Institutions can save on subscription costs.

¢ Enhanced Research: Improved access can lead to more research and innovation.
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%+ Negative Impacts:

¢ Potential for Overspending: The government's allocation of X6,000 crore raises concerns about
potential overspending.

¢ Dependency on Foreign Publishers: The initiative relies heavily on foreign publishers, which
may limit the growth of domestic publishing.

WAY FORWARD

+* To ensure the success of ONOS, the government should:
e Prioritize Open Access: Encourage open access publishing to make research freely available to
all.
e Support Domestic Publishing: Invest in domestic publishing infrastructure and incentivize
researchers to publish in Indian journals.
e Transparent Governance: Ensure transparency in the allocation and utilization of funds.
¢ Regular Evaluation: Conduct regular evaluations to assess the impact of ONOS and make
necessary adjustments.
¢+ By carefully considering these factors and learning from the experiences of other countries, India can
make ONOS a successful initiative that benefits researchers, students, and the nation as a whole.
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SC SEEKS RESPONSE FROM GURUVAYUR PANEL ON ‘UDAYASTHAMANA' PUJA PLEA

SC seeks response from Guruvayur
panel on ‘Udayasthamana puja plea

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
sought a response from the
Guruvayur  Devaswom
management committee
on a plea challenging a de-
cision to stop the ‘Udayas-
thamana Puja’ on Vrishchi-
ka Ekadasi day for the sake
of public convenience.
“The puja has been
stopped on the pretext of
causing inconvenience to
the public? The puja is for
the deity, for increasing
the divinity of the deity.
Management will have to
find other ways to increase
public convenience,” a
Bench headed by Justice
J.K. Maheshwari said. The

Bench also issued notice to
the head priest or the tem-
ple thanthri and the State
of Kerala, posting the case
after four weeks. Mean-
while, the court directed
the schedule of the temple
to remain unchanged.

The petitioners led by
P.C. Hary, represented by
senior advocate C.S. Vai-
dyanathan and advocate

The pujais for
the deity, for

increasing the divinity of
the deity. Management
will have to find other
ways to increase public
convenience

SUPREME COURT BENCH

Karthik Ashok, are mem-
bers of the Puzhakkara
Chennas Mana, the thantri
family of the Guruvayur
temple.

The petitioner contend-
ed that the decision taken
by the Guruvayur Devasa-
wom management com-
mittee to not perform the
Udayasthamana puja in the
temple on the day of Guru-

vayur Vrishchika Ekadasi
was encroachment into the
age-old custom and tradi-
tion of the temple.

Section 10 of the Guru-
vayur Devaswom Act, 1978,
mandates the committee
to exercise its duties sub-
ject to the custom and us-
age followed by the tem-
ple.

The Act bars the com-
mittee from interfering
with religious and spiritual
matters.

“Guruvayur Ekadasi is
one of the most important
annual festivals observed
in the temple. Udayastha-
mana puja is the most im-
portant puja performed on
this auspicious day,” the
petition said.

Context
+* The Supreme Court of India has intervened in a dispute concerning a religious practice at the
Guruvayur Temple in Kerala. A plea has been filed challenging the decision of the temple
management committee to discontinue the 'Udayasthamana Puja' on Vrishchika Ekadasi day.

+* The petitioners argue that the decision to discontinue the Udayasthamana Puja is a violation of the
age-old customs and traditions of the temple. They contend that the Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978,
mandates the committee to uphold these traditions and prohibits interference in religious and
spiritual matters.

BACKGROUND

+»+ Udayasthamana Puja: This is a significant religious ritual performed at the Guruvayur Temple on
Vrishchika Ekadasi, a sacred day for Hindus. The puja involves continuous worship from sunrise to
sunset.

++ Guruvayur Temple: A renowned Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Krishna, located in Kerala, India. It
is one of the most important pilgrimage sites for Hindus.
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* The Supreme Court's directive to maintain the temple's

Way schedule underscores the importance of preserving religious
traditions. The Guruvayur Devaswom management committee
Forward will have to fi nd a way to balance the needs of devotees with

administrative considerations.

SOLVE MCQ

Q.1 With reference to the Vaikom Satyagraha, consider the following statements:

1. The Vaikom Satyagraha was the first temple entry movement in India aimed at addressing
untouchability and caste discrimination.

2. Periyar EV. Ramasamy, known as 'Vaikom Veerar,' played a key role in mobilizing volunteers and
delivering speeches during the movement.

3. Mahatma Gandhi visited Vaikom during the Satyagraha and engaged with leaders from various
caste groups to support the movement.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and2only (c) 2and3only
(b) 1,2,and3 (d) None of the above

Answer: (B) 1,2 and 3
Explanation:
++ Statement 1: Correct. The Vaikom Satyagraha was the first temple entry movement in India, marking
a significant step towards addressing untouchability and caste discrimination.
++ Statement 2: Correct. Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, known as 'Vaikom Veerar,' played a crucial role in the
movement by mobilizing volunteers, giving speeches, and enduring imprisonment.
++ Statement 3: Correct. Mahatma Gandhi visited Vaikom in March 1925, engaging with leaders of
various caste groups to support the movement.

Q.2 Which of the following statements is/are correct about Hemophilia A?
1.  Hemophilia A primarily affects the production of clotting factor IX.
2.  Gene therapy for Hemophilia A uses a virus as a vector to deliver a functional gene to liver cells.
3. Traditional treatment for Hemophilia A involves frequent infusions of clotting factor VIII.

Options:
(@) 1and2only (c) 2and3only
(b) 1and3only (d) 1,2,and3
Answer: (C) 2 and 3 only
Explanation:

++ Statement 1: Incorrect. Hemophilia A is caused by a deficiency of clotting factor VIII, not IX (which is
associated with Hemophilia B).

++ Statement 2: Correct. Gene therapy uses a harmless virus (adeno-associated virus) as a vector to
deliver a functional FVIII gene to liver cells.

++» Statement 3: Correct. Traditional treatment for Hemophilia A involves regular infusions of clotting
factor VIIl to manage bleeding episodes.
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