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SUBRAMANIA BHARATI CONTINUES TO INSPIRE US: PM

       
 

Context 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a compendium of the complete works of Subramania BharaƟ. 
 He highlighted BharaƟ's contribuƟons to India's cultural, intellectual, and social fabric. 
 Modi emphasized the government's efforts to elevate the status of the Tamil language. 

BACKGROUND 
 Subramania BharaƟ was a renowned Tamil poet, writer, journalist, and social reformer. 
 He was a key figure in the Indian independence movement and a proponent of social reforms. 
 His works oŌen expressed his love for India and his vision for a free and independent naƟon. 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

KEY POINTS 
 Birth: 11th December 1882, in EƩayapuram, Madras Presidency. 
 Brief Profile: Indian writer of the naƟonalist period (1885-1920) who is regarded as the father of the 

modern Tamil style. Also known as ‘Mahakavi Bharathiyar’. 
 His strong sense of social jusƟce drove him to fight for self-determinaƟon. 
 Published the sensaƟonal “Sudesa Geethangal” in 1908. 
 BharaƟ’s reacƟon to the Russian RevoluƟons of 1917, in a poem enƟtled “Pudiya Russia” (“The New 

Russia”), offers a fascinaƟng example of the poet’s poliƟcal philosophy. 
 He was forced to flee to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), a French colony, where he lived in exile from 

1910 to 1919. 
 During this Ɵme, BharaƟ’s naƟonalisƟc poems and essays were popular successes. 
 Important Works: Kannan paƩu (1917; Songs to Krishna), Panchali sapatham (1912; Panchali’s Vow), 

Kuyil paƩu (1912; Kuyil’s Song), Pudiya Russia and Gnanaratham (Chariot of Wisdom). 
 Many of his English works were collected in Agni and Other Poems and TranslaƟons and Essays and 

Other Prose Fragments (1937). 
 Death: 11th September 1921. 

Involvement during Nationalist Period: 
 AŌer 1904, he joined the Tamil daily newspaper Swadesamitran. 
 This exposure to poliƟcal affairs led to his involvement in the extremist wing of the Indian NaƟonal 

Congress (INC) party. 
 In order to proclaim its revoluƟonary ardour, Bharathi had the weekly newspaper named ‘India’ 

printed in red paper. 
 It was the first paper in Tamil Nadu to publish poliƟcal cartoons. 
 He also published and edited a few other journals like “Vijaya”. 
 AƩended the annual sessions of INC and discussed naƟonal issues with extremist leaders like Bipin 

Chandra Pal, B.G. Tilak and V.V.S. Iyer. 
 His parƟcipaƟon and acƟviƟes in Benaras Session (1905) and Surat Session (1907) of the INC 

impressed many naƟonal leaders for his patrioƟc fervour. 

 
International Bharati Festival: 
 The InternaƟonal BharaƟ FesƟval 2020 was organised by the Vanavil Cultural Centre (Tamil Nadu) 

which marked his 138th birth anniversary. 
 Scholar Shri Seeni Viswanathan received the Bharathi Award for the year 2020. 
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INDIAN SCIENTISTS DEVELOP NOVEL GENE THERAPY  
TO PROVIDE ONE-TIME SOLUTION FOR HAEMOPHILIA 

 
 Haemophilia A is a rare geneƟc disorder that impairs the blood's ability to clot, leading to excessive 

bleeding. 
 TradiƟonal treatments for haemophilia A involve frequent infusions of cloƫng factor VIII, which can 

be burdensome and costly. 
 Gene therapy offers a potenƟal one-Ɵme cure by introducing a funcƟonal copy of the defecƟve gene 

into the paƟent's cells. 

WHAT IS HEMOPHILIA - A? 
 Hemophilia A is a rare inherited bleeding disorder that affects about 1 in 5,000 male births. It is 

caused by a deficiency of cloƫng factor VIII (FVIII), a protein that helps blood clot. People with 
hemophilia A experience excessive bleeding, both internally and externally, even from minor injuries. 

How does gene therapy work? 
 Gene therapy involves the delivery of a normal copy of the FVIII gene to the liver cells of people with 

hemophilia A. The liver is a natural producer of cloƫng factors, so it is an ideal target for gene therapy. 
 The normal FVIII gene is inserted into a harmless virus called an adeno-associated virus (AAV). This 

virus is used as a vector to carry the gene to the liver cells. Once inside the liver cells, the AAV virus 
releases the FVIII gene, which is then incorporated into the cell's DNA. The cell then begins to produce 
FVIII, which is secreted into the bloodstream. 
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PROTECT PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT, SAY MULTIPLE PLEAS IN SC 

 
Context 
 In recent Ɵmes, a series of peƟƟons seeking surveys of historic mosques and dargahs in India has 

sparked significant controversy and legal challenges. These peƟƟons, oŌen filed in lower courts, aim 
to "ascertain the religious character" of these places of worship, raising concerns about the potenƟal 
for religious polarizaƟon and the erosion of communal harmony. 

BACKGROUND 
 The controversy can be traced back to an oral observaƟon made by former Chief JusƟce of India D.Y. 

Chandrachud during a hearing of the Gyanvapi peƟƟon in 2022. He noted that SecƟons 3 and 4 of the 
Places of Worship Act, 1991, do not explicitly prohibit the "ascertainment of religious character" of 
any place of worship. This interpretaƟon has emboldened Hindu groups to file peƟƟons seeking 
surveys of various historic mosques and dargahs. 
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KEY CONTESTED SITES 
 Ajmer Dargah: A revered Sufi shrine, it has been claimed to be a Hindu temple in previous 

incarnaƟons. 
 Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra: A 12th-century mosque in Ajmer, it has been alleged to be a Sanskrit college 

and temple before its conversion. 
 Shahi Jama Masjid, Sambhal: This mosque has faced calls for a survey to determine its original 

religious character. 
 Teelewali Masjid, Lucknow: Another mosque that has been subject to similar demands. 
 Shamsi Jama Masjid, Badaun: This 800-year-old mosque is facing a legal challenge claiming it was a 

Hindu temple. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 Places of Worship Act, 1991: This law prohibits the conversion of places of worship and maintains 

the religious character of such places as it existed on August 15, 1947. However, the recent wave of 
peƟƟons has challenged the scope and intent of this legislaƟon. 

 PotenƟal for Religious PolarizaƟon: The contenƟous issue of mosque surveys has the potenƟal to 
exacerbate communal tensions and lead to social unrest. 

 Impact on Historical PreservaƟon: Such acƟons could disrupt the preservaƟon of important historical 
and cultural heritage sites. 

 Judicial Overreach: CriƟcs argue that lower courts may not be equipped to handle such complex legal 
and historical quesƟons. 

WAY FORWARD 
 Respect for Historical and Legal Precedents: It is crucial to respect the historical and legal context of 

these places of worship. 
 Adherence to the Places of Worship Act: The Act should be upheld and enforced to prevent further 

religious disputes. 
 Interfaith Dialogue and Tolerance: Fostering interfaith dialogue and promoƟng religious tolerance 

can help miƟgate tensions and ensure social harmony. 
 Judicial Restraint: Courts should exercise cauƟon and avoid decisions that could have farreaching 

social and poliƟcal consequences. 
 By addressing these issues with sensiƟvity and wisdom, India can safeguard its rich cultural heritage 

and promote religious harmony. 
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VAIKOM — TWO STATES, TWO LEADERS AND A TALE OF REFORM 

 
Context 
 Recently, India commemorated the centenary of Vaikom satyagraha, a pivotal movement in India's 

history that challenged untouchability and caste oppression. 

BACKGROUND 
 Vaikom Satyagraha, a nonviolent agitaƟon, unfolded in Vaikom within the princely state of 

Travancore, Kerala precisely a century ago spanning from 30th March 1924 to 23rd November 1925. 
o This movement stood as a formidable protest against the entrenched pracƟces of untouchability 

and caste discriminaƟon that had long plagued Indian society. 
o The movement was triggered by the prohibiƟon of people from oppressed classes, especially 

Ezhavas, from walking on the roads surrounding the Vaikom Mahadeva temple. 
 Efforts were made to negoƟate with authoriƟes, including Maharani Regent of Travancore, to open 

temple roads. 
 It was the fi rst among the temple entry movements in India, seƫng the stage for similar movements 

across the country. 
o It emerged amidst the growing naƟonalist movement and aimed to foreground social reform 

alongside poliƟcal aspiraƟons. 
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KEY FIGURES 
 It was led by visionary leaders like Ezhava leader T K Madhavan, K.P. Kesava Menon, and K. Kelappan. 
 Erode Venkatappa Ramasamy, revered as Periyar or Thanthai Periyar, played a crucial role, mobilising 

volunteers, delivering speeches, and enduring imprisonment, earning the Ɵtle 'Vaikom Veerar’. 
 The movement gained more power when Mahatma Gandhi reached Vaikom in March 1925 and held 

discussions with leaders of various caste groups. 
o Outcome: The Vaikom Satyagraha led to significant reforms, including the opening of three out 

of four roads surrounding the temple to people of all castes. 
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HAS THE GOVERNMENT CLARIFIED ITS STANCE ON ONOS? 

 
Context 
 The Indian government has launched a new iniƟaƟve, 'One NaƟon, One SubscripƟon' (ONOS), aimed 

at improving access to research journals for public educaƟon and research insƟtuƟons in India. 
 This move comes amid growing concerns about the high cost of journal subscripƟons and the limited 

access to research for many researchers and students in the country. 

BACKGROUND 
 Current Scenario: TradiƟonally, Indian insƟtuƟons have subscribed to journals through various 

consorƟa, leading to fragmented access and increased costs. 
 ONOS's ObjecƟve: To consolidate these subscripƟons and provide a single-window access to a vast 

collecƟon of journals for all public insƟtuƟons. 
 Funding: The government has allocated ₹6,000 crore for the implementaƟon of ONOS over three 

years. 

MEANING 
 ONOS seeks to: 

●  Centralize Access: Create a unified plaƞorm for accessing research journals.  
●  Reduce Costs: NegoƟate beƩer deals with publishers to lower subscripƟon costs.  
●  Promote Research: Facilitate access to cuƫng-edge research for researchers and students. 

IMPACT 
 PosiƟve Impacts: 

• Increased Access: More researchers and students will have access to a wider range of research. 
• Reduced Costs: InsƟtuƟons can save on subscripƟon costs. 
• Enhanced Research: Improved access can lead to more research and innovaƟon. 
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 NegaƟve Impacts: 
• PotenƟal for Overspending: The government's allocaƟon of ₹6,000 crore raises concerns about 

potenƟal overspending. 
• Dependency on Foreign Publishers: The iniƟaƟve relies heavily on foreign publishers, which 

may limit the growth of domesƟc publishing. 

WAY FORWARD 
 To ensure the success of ONOS, the government should: 

●  PrioriƟze Open Access: Encourage open access publishing to make research freely available to 
all. 

●  Support DomesƟc Publishing: Invest in domesƟc publishing infrastructure and incenƟvize 
researchers to publish in Indian journals. 

●  Transparent Governance: Ensure transparency in the allocaƟon and uƟlizaƟon of funds. 
●  Regular EvaluaƟon: Conduct regular evaluaƟons to assess the impact of ONOS and make 

necessary adjustments. 
 By carefully considering these factors and learning from the experiences of other countries, India can 

make ONOS a successful iniƟaƟve that benefits researchers, students, and the naƟon as a whole. 
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SC SEEKS RESPONSE FROM GURUVAYUR PANEL ON ‘UDAYASTHAMANA' PUJA PLEA 

 
Context 
 The Supreme Court of India has intervened in a dispute concerning a religious pracƟce at the 

Guruvayur Temple in Kerala. A plea has been filed challenging the decision of the temple 
management commiƩee to disconƟnue the 'Udayasthamana Puja' on Vrishchika Ekadasi day. 

MEANING 
 The peƟƟoners argue that the decision to disconƟnue the Udayasthamana Puja is a violaƟon of the 

age-old customs and tradiƟons of the temple. They contend that the Guruvayur Devaswom Act, 1978, 
mandates the commiƩee to uphold these tradiƟons and prohibits interference in religious and 
spiritual maƩers. 

BACKGROUND 
 Udayasthamana Puja: This is a significant religious ritual performed at the Guruvayur Temple on 

Vrishchika Ekadasi, a sacred day for Hindus. The puja involves conƟnuous worship from sunrise to 
sunset. 

 Guruvayur Temple: A renowned Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Krishna, located in Kerala, India. It 
is one of the most important pilgrimage sites for Hindus. 
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SOLVE MCQ 
Q.1  With reference to the Vaikom Satyagraha, consider the following statements: 

1.  The Vaikom Satyagraha was the first temple entry movement in India aimed at addressing 
untouchability and caste discriminaƟon. 

2.  Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, known as 'Vaikom Veerar,' played a key role in mobilizing volunteers and 
delivering speeches during the movement. 

3.  Mahatma Gandhi visited Vaikom during the Satyagraha and engaged with leaders from various 
caste groups to support the movement. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1, 2, and 3  

(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) None of the above

Answer: (B) 1, 2 and 3  
Explanation: 
 Statement 1: Correct. The Vaikom Satyagraha was the first temple entry movement in India, marking 

a significant step towards addressing untouchability and caste discriminaƟon. 
 Statement 2: Correct. Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, known as 'Vaikom Veerar,' played a crucial role in the 

movement by mobilizing volunteers, giving speeches, and enduring imprisonment. 
 Statement 3: Correct. Mahatma Gandhi visited Vaikom in March 1925, engaging with leaders of 

various caste groups to support the movement. 

 
Q.2  Which of the following statements is/are correct about Hemophilia A? 

1. Hemophilia A primarily affects the producƟon of cloƫng factor IX. 
2. Gene therapy for Hemophilia A uses a virus as a vector to deliver a funcƟonal gene to liver cells. 
3. TradiƟonal treatment for Hemophilia A involves frequent infusions of cloƫng factor VIII. 
OpƟons:  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: (C) 2 and 3 only  
Explanation: 
 Statement 1: Incorrect. Hemophilia A is caused by a deficiency of cloƫng factor VIII, not IX (which is 

associated with Hemophilia B). 
 Statement 2: Correct. Gene therapy uses a harmless virus (adeno-associated virus) as a vector to 

deliver a funcƟonal FVIII gene to liver cells. 
 Statement 3: Correct. TradiƟonal treatment for Hemophilia A involves regular infusions of cloƫng 

factor VIII to manage bleeding episodes. 
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