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“Perseverance is not a long race; it's many short 
races one after the other.” — Walter Elliot 
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CAG REPORT FLAGS VIOLATIONS, LAPSES IN ENFORCEMENT OF T.N. CRZ NOTIFICATION

 
 The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has idenƟfied significant delays, violaƟons, and 

lapses in enforcing the Coastal RegulaƟon Zone (CRZ) NoƟficaƟon, 2011, in Tamil Nadu. The report, 
recently tabled in the State Assembly, highlights issues such as delays in preparing crucial maps, 
unauthorized construcƟons, and improper delegaƟon of authority. 

Context 
 The CRZ NoƟficaƟon, 2011, was established under the Environment (ProtecƟon) Act, 1986, to protect 

coastal environments and regulate developmental acƟviƟes along India's coastline. Tamil Nadu, with 
a coastline of 1,076 km—consƟtuƟng about 15% of India's total coastal length—is significantly 
impacted by these regulaƟons. 
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BACKGROUND 
 The CRZ NoƟficaƟon classifies coastal areas into four zones: 

• CRZ-I: Ecologically sensiƟve areas. 
• CRZ-II: Built-up areas close to the shoreline. 
• CRZ-III: RelaƟvely undisturbed rural areas. 
• CRZ-IV: Water areas up to 12 nauƟcal miles seaward and Ɵdal-influenced water bodies. 

 Local-level Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMPs) are essenƟal for monitoring and enforcing 
these regulaƟons. However, the preparaƟon of these plans in Tamil Nadu faced significant delays. 

 
KEY FINDINGS OF CAG REPORT 
 Delays in CZMP PreparaƟon: The State government approved the preparaƟon of local-level maps in 

2017, but the project experienced a 30-month delay, compleƟng only in mid-2022. This hindered local 
authoriƟes' ability to enforce regulaƟons, leading to unauthorized construcƟons. 

 Unauthorized ConstrucƟons: Instances include the construcƟon of a bridge at Nemmeli in 
ChengalpaƩu, a beach resort at Koovathur in ChengalpaƩu, and two cold storage units in 
Kanniyakumari. 

 Improper DelegaƟon of Authority: The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone Management Authority 
(TNSCZMA) delegated its responsibiliƟes to local planning authoriƟes and District Coastal Zone 
Management AuthoriƟes, violaƟng the 2011 noƟficaƟon. 

 IrregulariƟes in CRZ Clearances: Between 2015 and 2022, TNSCZMA directly approved 114 out of 175 
projects without recommending them to the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change. 
AddiƟonally, 23 projects involving effluent discharge were approved without mandatory No-
ObjecƟon CerƟficates from the Tamil Nadu PolluƟon Control Board. 

 Lack of Monitoring Resources: TNSCZMA lacked adequate resources for field verificaƟons, and local 
planning authoriƟes issued building approvals in CRZ areas without adhering to CRZ NoƟficaƟons. 
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SOLVE MCQ 
Q.1  With reference to the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2011, consider the following 

statements:  
1. The CRZ Notification was established under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to regulate 

developmental activities along India's coastline. 
2. CRZ-I includes built-up areas close to the shoreline. 
3. The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone Management Authority (TNSCZMA) is mandated to 

recommend all projects under CRZ to the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change 
for approval.  

4. Local-level Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMPs) are mandatory for monitoring and enforcing 
CRZ regulations. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a) 1, 2, and 3 only  
(b)  1, 3, and 4 only  
(c)  1 and 4 only  
(d)  2, 3, and 4 only 

Answer: (b) 1, 3 and 4 only  
Explanation: 
 Statement 1: Correct. The CRZ NoƟficaƟon, 2011, was issued under the Environment (ProtecƟon) 

Act, 1986, to safeguard coastal environments and regulate development. 
 Statement 2: Incorrect. CRZ-I refers to ecologically sensiƟve areas, not built-up areas close to the 

shoreline (CRZ-II). 
 Statement 3: Correct. TNSCZMA is supposed to recommend projects to the Ministry of Environment, 

Forest, and Climate Change, but the CAG report highlighted lapses in this process. 
 Statement 4: Correct. Local-level CZMPs are essenƟal for monitoring and enforcing CRZ regulaƟons. 
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THE MISSING SPOTLIGHT ON URBAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT POLLS 

 
Context 
 Urban Local Governments (ULGs) are integral to decentralized self-governance and are responsible 

for providing essenƟal civic services, enhancing ciƟzens' quality of life. 
 The 74th ConsƟtuƟonal Amendment Act (CAA), 1992, was enacted to empower ULGs with 

consƟtuƟonal status, ensuring regular elecƟons and decentralized governance. 
 The ongoing discourse on "One NaƟon, One ElecƟon" (ONOE) presents a unique opportunity to 

address the neglected area of ULG elecƟons.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 Urban Local Bodies in India: 

○  India has over 4,800 ULGs catering to around 40% of its populaƟon. 
○  CiƟes contribute over 60% to India’s GDP and are projected to host over 50% of the populaƟon 

by 2050. 
○  ULGs are governed under the 74th Amendment, which mandates elecƟons every five years. 

 Simultaneous ElecƟons: 
○  ONOE aims to synchronize elecƟons for the Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and ideally local 

governments.  
○  Past discussions, like the 2015 Parliament Standing CommiƩee report and NITI Aayog's 2017 

paper, excluded ULG elecƟons ciƟng administraƟve and logisƟcal challenges. 
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 High-Level CommiƩee (HLC) Report: 
○  In 2024, the HLC recommended synchronizing ULG elecƟons within 100 days of naƟonal and 

state elecƟons. 
○  This proposal has been accepted by the Union government. 

MEANING 
 The lack of regular and Ɵmely ULG elecƟons undermines the principles of decentralizaƟon and 

democracy. 
 The ONOE discourse provides an avenue to reform ULG elecƟons and address systemic delays. 

 
IMPACT 
 On Governance: 

○  Delayed ULG elecƟons lead to the conƟnuaƟon of State government control, bypassing local 
representaƟon. 

○  CiƟzen grievances and developmental needs are inadequately addressed without elected 
councils. 

 On Accountability: 
○  The absence of elected representaƟves reduces avenues for ciƟzen parƟcipaƟon and oversight. 
○  Local governments become less responsive to public needs. 

 On DecentralizaƟon: 
○  Violates the spirit of the 74th Amendment, diminishing local autonomy and democraƟc 

funcƟoning. 

CONSEQUENCES 
 NegaƟve Consequences: 

○  Loss of public trust in democraƟc processes. 
○  AdministraƟve inefficiencies due to delayed 

formaƟon of councils. 
○  Legal complicaƟons due to ward 

delimitaƟon and reservaƟon challenges. 

 PosiƟve PotenƟal: 

○  If addressed, ULG reforms can bolster urban 
governance, improve civic services, and 
foster economic growth. 

 
Positives of ONOE for ULGs 
 Synchronizing ULG elecƟons with naƟonal and state polls could ensure regularity and efficiency. 
 Promotes a culture of accountability and inclusiveness in urban governance. 
 Reduces administraƟve costs associated with frequent elecƟons. 

 
WAY FORWARD 
 Strengthen SECs: 

○  Empower SECs to manage delimitaƟon and reservaƟons independently. 
○  Reduce State government interference in elecƟon processes. 

 Ensure Timely ElecƟons: 
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○  Establish strict Ɵmelines for conducƟng ULG elecƟons. 
○  Synchronize ULG elecƟons with naƟonal and state polls as per the HLC recommendaƟons. 

 OperaƟonalize Councils Quickly: 
○  Mandate Ɵmelines for forming councils and elecƟng mayors/chairpersons post-elecƟon.  

 Public Awareness and Dialogue: 
○  Conduct naƟonwide consultaƟons to build consensus on reforms. 
○  Engage stakeholders, including civil society, in the discourse. 

 Policy and LegislaƟve Reforms: 
○  Amend laws to penalize delays in ULG elecƟons. 
○  Introduce consƟtuƟonal provisions to ensure regularity in elecƟons. 

 
SOLVE MCQ 
Q.2  Consider the following statements regarding Urban Local Governments (ULGs) and the concept of 

"One Nation, One Election" (ONOE): 
1. The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act mandates the synchronization of Urban Local 

Government elections with national and state elections. 
2. Delayed ULG elections undermine the principles of decentralization and reduce avenues for 

citizen participation in governance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) Both 1 and 2 

(c) 2 only 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 2 only  
Explanation: 
 Statement 1: Incorrect. The 74th ConsƟtuƟonal Amendment Act mandates regular elecƟons for ULGs 

every five years but does not require their synchronizaƟon with naƟonal and state elecƟons. 
 Statement 2: Correct. Delayed ULG elecƟons undermine the principles of decentralizaƟon and reduce 

ciƟzen parƟcipaƟon in governance, as highlighted in the context. 
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PAKISTAN AT THE UNSC, THE POINTS OF ITS COMPAS 

 
Context 
 On January 1, 2025, Pakistan entered the United NaƟons Security Council (UNSC) as a non-permanent 

member for a two-year term. 
 This entry is significant as half of the 10 elected members of the UNSC now represent the OrganisaƟon 

of Islamic CooperaƟon (OIC). 
 The elected members for 2025-26 include Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama, and Somalia, 

replacing Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozambique, and Switzerland. 

BACKGROUND 
 Pakistan has been a frequent non-permanent member of the UNSC and oŌen uses its membership 

to push its geopoliƟcal agenda. 
 RelaƟons between Pakistan and India remain strained, with the two countries historically clashing 

over Kashmir and terrorism-related issues. 
 The OIC bloc and Pakistan's alignment with China and Russia oŌen shape its mulƟlateral stances. 
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MEANING OF PAKISTAN’S MEMBERSHIP 
 Pakistan’s membership adds an asserƟve Islamic voice to UNSC discussions, especially on maƩers 

related to PalesƟne and Islamophobia. 
 The term gives Pakistan a plaƞorm to project its diplomaƟc prioriƟes, parƟcularly focusing on India 

and Afghanistan. 
 Pakistan’s stated prioriƟes include combaƟng terrorism, peacekeeping, and addressing Kashmir. 

 
IMPACT 
 On UNSC OperaƟons 

●  Increased focus on Islamic world issues, parƟcularly Gaza and PalesƟne. 
●  PotenƟal gridlock due to contenƟous issues raised by Pakistan. 

 On India-Pakistan RelaƟons 
●  Likely increase in anƟ-India rhetoric, parƟcularly around Kashmir. 
●  ConƟnued aƩempts to paint India as a "terrorist state" through UNSC mechanisms. 
●  Strained bilateral cooperaƟon affecƟng mulƟlateral efforts. 

 On Global Issues 
●  PotenƟal derailment of focus on pressing global challenges like climate change and SDGs due to 

regional disputes. 
●  Increased polarizaƟon within the UNSC, with China’s support bolstering Pakistan’s stance. 

CONSEQUENCES 
 PosiƟves 

●  A plaƞorm for Pakistan to address global 
issues like peacekeeping and climate 
change. 

●  Opportunity for diplomaƟc rehabilitaƟon 
of the Taliban with China and Russia’s 
support. 

●  Plaƞorm to push for ceasefire in Gaza and 
address the PalesƟnian cause. 

 NegaƟves 
●  Likely misuse of UNSC mechanisms to push 

anƟ-India narraƟves, including on ArƟcle 
370 and Kashmir. 

●  DiluƟon of global counterterrorism efforts 
with Pakistan’s aƩempts to jusƟfy 
terrorism through Islamophobia. 

●  Risk of undermining mulƟlateral 
cooperaƟon on key issues. 

●  ConƟnuaƟon of the use of informal UNSC 
mechanisms, such as the Arria formula, to 
sideline formal procedures. 

 
WAY FORWARD 
 For India: 

• Be prepared for Pakistan’s anƟ-India iniƟaƟves. 
• Strengthen alliances within the P-5 to counter Pakistan’s rhetoric. 
• ConƟnue diplomaƟc efforts to highlight Pakistan’s terror links and maintain focus on global 

prioriƟes. 
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 For UNSC: 
• Encourage Pakistan to address shared challenges like climate change, SDGs, and debt burden. 
• Discourage misuse of plaƞorms for bilateral issues. 
• Foster mulƟlateral cooperaƟon to address global conflicts and crises effecƟvely. 

 
Analysis of Pakistan’s UNSC Agenda 
 Kashmir 

• Pakistan will likely use UNSC to keep Kashmir on the internaƟonal agenda. 
• Previous aƩempts, including closed-door consultaƟons with China’s support, yielded limited 

outcomes due to lack of support from P-5 members. 
 Islamophobia 

• Pakistan’s use of Islamophobia to counter terrorism narraƟves has diluted global 
counterterrorism efforts. 

• OIC’s support for Pakistan on this issue may increase polarizaƟon. 
 Terrorism 

• Pakistan’s claim to combat terrorism clashes with its associaƟon with groups like LeT and JeM. 
• UNSC sancƟons regime under ResoluƟon 1267 remains a key point of contenƟon. 

 
Recommendations for India 
 Strengthen alliances with like-minded countries within the UNSC. 
 Highlight Pakistan’s misuse of UNSC mechanisms. 
 ProacƟvely engage with UNSC members to prevent biased narraƟves. 
 Focus on global issues to counter Pakistan’s regional distracƟons. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 Pakistan’s UNSC term will likely see heightened rhetoric against India, but its broader impact will 

depend on the support it garners from member states. India and other naƟons should focus on 
ensuring that the UNSC remains commiƩed to its core mandate of maintaining internaƟonal peace 
and security. 
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LOK SABHA PASSES BILL TO AMEND THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2005 

 
 The Lok Sabha has passed the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024, aiming to enhance the 

efficiency of naƟonal and state disaster management authoriƟes. The government asserts that this 
legislaƟon will bolster the country's preparedness and response to disasters. However, it has faced 
criƟcism from opposiƟon members who express concerns over its provisions. 

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND 
 Disaster Management Act, 2005: Enacted in the aŌermath of the 2004 tsunami, this Act established 

a structured framework for disaster management in India, leading to the creaƟon of the NaƟonal 
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and State Disaster Management AuthoriƟes (SDMAs). 

 Need for Amendment: Over Ɵme, challenges such as coordinaƟon issues, vague definiƟons, and 
insufficient funding highlighted the need for amendments to address these gaps and incorporate 
lessons from past disasters. 

Key Provisions of the Amendment Bill 
 PreparaƟon of Disaster Management Plans: The responsibility for preparing disaster management 

plans shiŌs from the NaƟonal ExecuƟve CommiƩee (NEC) and State ExecuƟve CommiƩees (SECs) to 
the NDMA and SDMAs, aiming to streamline planning processes. 

 Urban Disaster Management AuthoriƟes (UDMAs): The Bill proposes the establishment of UDMAs 
for state capitals and large ciƟes, focusing on urban disaster management, with municipal 
commissioners and district collectors in leadership roles. 

 Disaster Database: CreaƟon of comprehensive disaster databases at naƟonal and state levels to 
include informaƟon on disaster assessments, fund allocaƟon, preparedness plans, and risk registers. 

 Empowerment of NDMA: The NDMA is authorized to appoint its own experts, with central 
government approval, enhancing its autonomy and experƟse. 
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IMPACT & CONSEQUENCES 
 PosiƟves 

• Enhanced CoordinaƟon: Clarifying roles 
and responsibiliƟes is expected to improve 
coordinaƟon among various agencies 
involved in disaster management. 

• Urban Focus: Establishing UDMAs 
addresses the unique challenges of urban 
disaster management, promoƟng tailored 
strategies for densely populated areas. 

• Data-Driven Approach: Developing disaster 
databases facilitates informed decision-
making and efficient resource allocaƟon. 

 NegaƟves 
• CentralizaƟon Concerns: OpposiƟon 

members argue that the Bill promotes 
centralizaƟon, potenƟally undermining the 
autonomy of state and local authoriƟes. 

• Exclusion of Climate Change: CriƟcs note 
the Bill's lack of emphasis on climate 
change, a significant factor in the increasing 
frequency of disasters. 

• Terminology and CompensaƟon: The 
replacement of "compensaƟon" with 
"relief" and the introducƟon of new 
terminologies have raised concerns about 
potenƟal reducƟons in aid to disaster 
vicƟms. 

 
Way Forward 
 Inclusive Approach: Engaging all stakeholders, including opposiƟon parƟes and state governments, 

can ensure a more comprehensive and accepted disaster management framework. 
 Addressing Climate Change: IncorporaƟng climate change consideraƟons into disaster management 

plans is crucial for long-term resilience. 
 Balancing CentralizaƟon and Autonomy: While central coordinaƟon is essenƟal, maintaining a 

balance to respect the autonomy of state and local authoriƟes is vital for effecƟve disaster response. 

Conclusion 
 In conclusion, while the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024, aims to strengthen India's 

disaster preparedness and response, addressing concerns related to centralizaƟon, climate change, 
and stakeholder inclusion is essenƟal for its effecƟve implementaƟon. 

SOLVE MCQ 
Q.3  Which of the following is not a feature of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024?  

(a) ShiŌing disaster management planning responsibiliƟes to the NDMA and SDMAs 
(b) CreaƟon of disaster databases for beƩer decision-making  
(c) Emphasis on addressing climate change in disaster management plans  
(d) Establishment of Urban Disaster Management AuthoriƟes (UDMAs) 

Answer: (c) Emphasis on addressing climate change in disaster management plans  
Explanation: 
 While the Bill introduces measures like shiŌing planning responsibiliƟes, creaƟng databases, and 

establishing UDMAs, it has been criƟcized for not focusing adequately on climate change. 
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