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TRUMP’S RETURN AND THE SOUTH ASIA OUTLOOK

 

Context:  

 In January 2025, Donald Trump will assume office as the 47th President of the United States. His re-
elecƟon has triggered both curiosity and apprehension globally. However, in South Asia, his return 
is likely to represent conƟnuity in U.S. foreign policy. 

U.S.-India Relations: Strengths and Challenges 

 Strengthening Partnership: Shared vision of regional stability and values-based order. 

 The U.S.-India relaƟonship has seen significant growth since the early 2000s. 

 The U.S. labeled it a net-security provider in 2009. 

 The Biden administraƟon conƟnued this trajectory. Key iniƟaƟves include: 

●  CooperaƟon under the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy. 

●  Joint projects like the Millennium Challenge CorporaƟon (MCC) in Nepal. 

●  Assistance to Sri Lanka during its economic crisis. 
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Areas of Divergence 

 Despite progress, the partnership has faced dissonances: 

●  U.S. scruƟny of India’s stance on Bangladesh and Myanmar led to targeted sancƟons, pushing 
these naƟons closer to China. 

●  U.S. sancƟons on Indian firms engaging with Russia and allegaƟons against the Adani Group 
disrupted projects in Sri Lanka, burdening India with the fallout. 

 

Trump 2.0: 

 PragmaƟc Policy ShiŌ 

●  China Focus: Trump’s prioriƟzaƟon of countering China may overshadow concerns about 
democracy and human rights, creaƟng a more collaboraƟve environment. 

●  Regional Leadership: India’s leadership in South Asia is likely to receive U.S. support with fewer 
condiƟons. 

 Afghanistan and Pakistan 

● During Trump’s first term, divergent policies on Afghanistan and Pakistan posed challenges. 
With the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s reduced strategic importance, these 
issues are now less contenƟous. 

 Development and Capacity Building 

● His limited focus on human rights and naƟon-building could benefit countries like: 

o Sri Lanka: Seeking economic recovery and soluƟons to the Tamil issue. 

o Myanmar and the Taliban: PotenƟal beneficiaries of reduced U.S. scruƟny. However, 
Bangladesh, undergoing poliƟcal transiƟon, may face reduced U.S. assistance. 

 

Confrontation with China and Regional Dynamics 

 Trump’s confrontaƟonal approach toward China will increase pressure on South Asian countries: 

● South Asian naƟons may face less tolerance for balancing between global powers. 

 Global ImplicaƟons 

●  Trump’s promises to mediate peace between Russia and Ukraine and address the West Asian 
crisis, if successful, could alleviate economic pressures in South Asia by stabilizing food and fuel 
prices. 

 

Conclusion:  

 Donald Trump’s presidency will likely bring conƟnuity in U.S. engagement with South Asia, parƟcularly 
in its partnership with India. However, his leadership style and foreign policy approach will introduce 
both opportuniƟes and challenges. 
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WOUNDING THE SPIRIT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

 
Context:  

 At an official event, JusƟce Shekhar Kumar Yadav of 
Allahabad High Court delivered a speech that openly 
contradicted the spirit and principles enshrined in the 
ConsƟtuƟon. 

 His remarks have sparked widespread outrage, calls for 
impeachment, and a demand for accountability, 
underscoring the gravity of this consƟtuƟonal breach. 

 Speaking at an event organized by the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP), JusƟce Yadav asserted that India would "funcƟon as per the wishes of the majority." 

 He criƟcized pracƟces within the Muslim community. 

●  These statements have been widely interpreted as undermining the consƟtuƟonal principles 
of secularism, equality, and pluralism. They have also raised alarms about the potenƟal 
encouragement of majoritarianism, which could erode India's diverse and inclusive social fabric 
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The Need to Address Such Incidents: 

 The speech inflicted profound harm, promoƟng bigotry and undermining shared spaces of 
coexistence. 

 Religious bigotry, historically a trigger for violence, threatens to destabilize communiƟes, workplaces, 
and places of worship, eroding the fabric of harmonious living. 

 Judicial Accountability: 

●  The Allahabad High Court is silent on condemning JusƟce Yadav’s remarks. 

●  The incident demands a robust response: Impeachment, while a significant step, is unlikely to 
succeed without biparƟsan poliƟcs. 

 The ConsƟtuƟon as a Shared Commons: 

●  The ConsƟtuƟon is not the exclusive property of the judiciary or poliƟcal elites. It is a shared 
commons, belonging to all ciƟzens, and rooted in India’s intellectual history and evolving 
aspiraƟons. 

 Resistance Through Civil Disobedience: 

●  Civil disobedience, inspired by Gandhi, Ambedkar, and others, provides a framework for ciƟzens 
to reclaim consƟtuƟonal values when they are under threat. 

 Response? 

●  The incident highlights the urgent need to reinforce the ethical compass guiding judicial 
conduct. 

●  Upholding the Spirit of "We the People": 

o The Preamble of the Indian ConsƟtuƟon begins with "We the People," signifying an 
inclusive, pluralisƟc, and diverse collecƟve. 

o This "We" is not confined to any one group or faith but encompasses all ciƟzens united by 
shared consƟtuƟonal values. 

o JusƟce Yadav’s speech is a wake-up call for ciƟzens, judiciary, and elected representaƟves 
to unite in defense of the ConsƟtuƟon. By rejecƟng bigotry, embracing civil disobedience, 
and demanding accountability, India can uphold its foundaƟonal principles of jusƟce, 
liberty, equality, and fraternity. 
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CENTRE CONSISTENTLY HIKED CAPEX: FINMIN 

 
 The government has consistently increased its expenditure on infrastructure building over the last 

five years and aims to achieve the ₹11.11 lakh crore capex target set for the current fiscal. 

 The government’s capital expenditure increased from more than ₹5 lakh crore in 2021-22 to ₹11.11 
lakh crore in 2024-25. 
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