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Trump’s return and the South Asia outlook

sworn-in as the 47th President of the United

States of America. Mr. Trump’s re-election,
and subsequent return to office, have triggered
curiosity and “nervousness” in many countries.
However, in South Asia, he is likely to offer a
distinct continuity. His ideology and foreign
policy goals will continue to push for increased
cooperation, collaboration, and consultation with
India in South Asia even as his leadership style,
decision-making nature, and management of
great power politics will provide new
opportunities and challenges.

l n January 2025, Donald Trump will be

Factors in U.S.-India ties
India and the United States have enjoyed an
upward trajectory in their relationship since the
beginning of the millennium. Acknowledging its
leadership in the region, the U.S. even labelled
India as a net-security provider in 2009. The
Biden administration (2021-24) has emulated a
similar outlook. With China’s increasing
aggressiveness and assertiveness, India and the
U.S. have strengthened their engagements and
cooperation in South Asia. Through its
Indo-Pacific strategy, the U.S. wants to
supplement India’s regional leadership to counter
China and maintain the values-based order. Its
cooperation with India on the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal
and helping Sri Lanka out of its economic crisis,
indicate this growing cooperation. Besides, Mr.
Biden’s passive relations with Pakistan after
withdrawing from Afghanistan helped India and
the U.S. foster a mutual vision for the region.
The relationship has not been free of
dissonance and divergences. New Delhi’s primary
objective of cooperating with the U.S. is to push
back against China and offer alternative
development partnerships. However, the Biden
administration has selectively scrutinised some
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How South
Asian countries
will cope with
the Trump
administration,
even as they
balance China
and India, is vet
(o be seen

countries on democracy and human rights under
the pretext of upholding a values-based order and
pushing back China. While India supported the
Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh and
pragmatically engaged with Myanmar’s junta, the
U.S. pressured both regimes, including imposing
targeted sanctions. This pressure nudged them
closer to China. Similarly, sanctioning Indian
firms for collaborating with Russia and
accusations of corruption against the Adani
Group has faltered two Indian projects in Sri
Lanka, leaving India to face the brunt and
consequences of the decisions.

There could be less irritants

However, Mr. Trump's return is likely to assuage
these irritants. As in his first term, Mr. Trump has
continued to hint at burden sharing, reciprocity,
nationalism, and competing against China in his
foreign policy. If Mr. Trump walks the talk, he will
prioritise pushing back against China while giving
less importance to human rights, democracy, and
nation-building. He would also want India to take
the lead in the region while the U.S. would
supplement the same. This would leave less space
for divergences and enhance collaborative
policies between both countries. Another
potential irritant between both countries was
concerning their policies on Afghanistan and
Pakistan. During his first term, Mr. Trump
punished and cooperated with Pakistan and
urged India to take an active role in finding a
sustainable solution in Afghanistan. With the
U.S.s withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s
little strategic importance, this issue is of little
dissonance now.

During his first term, Mr. Trump promoted
capacity building, development assistance,
defence agreements, and cooperation with the
South Asian countries. This nature of assistance

| would continue, given his ambitions to counter

China and supplement India. Mr. Trump’s little
focus on democracy, nation-building, and human
rights (like in his first term) would also benefit Sri
Lanka, where a new government is still looking
for economic assistance and exploring a lasting
solution to the Tamil issue.

This approach could benefit Myanmar and the
Taliban too, although it is unclear to what extent
Washington would like to engage them. However,
Bangladesh, which is undergoing a political
transition under the new regime, will face
challenges and a potential reduction in
assistance.

China and the region

Mr. Trump’s confrontational approach to China
will also put South Asian countries under more
pressure. Given his erratic decisions, Washington
will likely be less tolerant of South Asian
countries” agency and consistent playing of one
great power against the other. Besides, the
region’s consistent politicisation and ambiguity
over investments, defence cooperation, and
agreements will likely invite more pressure from
the U.S. to seek reciprocity. However, his promise
of bringing peace between Russia and Ukraine
and resolving the crisis in West Asia (if successful)
will help weakened South Asian economies to
overcome their food and fuel inflationary
pressures.

As the world braces for Trump 2.0, South Asia
will not be immune to the broader structural
shifts. Yet, the region is likely to see more
continuity. With India and the U.S. likely to
increase their cooperation in South Asia and
bridge their divergences, Mr. Trump’s ideology,
leadership style, and management of great power
politics will have opportunities and challenges for
the region. How South Asian countries will cope
with the new administration, even as they
balance China and India, is yet to be seen.
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% InJanuary 2025, Donald Trump will assume office as the 47th President of the United States. His re-
election has triggered both curiosity and apprehension globally. However, in South Asia, his return
is likely to represent continuity in U.S. foreign policy.

U.S.-India Relations: Strengths and Challenges
+»+ Strengthening Partnership: Shared vision of regional stability and values-based order.
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The U.S.-India relationship has seen significant growth since the early 2000s.
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» The U.S. labeled it a net-security provider in 2009.
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The Biden administration continued this trajectory. Key initiatives include:
e Cooperation under the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy.
e Joint projects like the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) in Nepal.

e Assistance to Sri Lanka during its economic crisis.
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Areas of Divergence

+»+ Despite progress, the partnership has faced dissonances:

e U.S. scrutiny of India’s stance on Bangladesh and Myanmar led to targeted sanctions, pushing
these nations closer to China.

e U.S. sanctions on Indian firms engaging with Russia and allegations against the Adani Group
disrupted projects in Sri Lanka, burdening India with the fallout.

Trump 2.0:

+* Pragmatic Policy Shift

e China Focus: Trump’s prioritization of countering China may overshadow concerns about
democracy and human rights, creating a more collaborative environment.

e Regional Leadership: India’s leadership in South Asia is likely to receive U.S. support with fewer
conditions.

++» Afghanistan and Pakistan

e During Trump’s first term, divergent policies on Afghanistan and Pakistan posed challenges.
With the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s reduced strategic importance, these
issues are now less contentious.

+» Development and Capacity Building
e His limited focus on human rights and nation-building could benefit countries like:
o Sri Lanka: Seeking economic recovery and solutions to the Tamil issue.

o Myanmar and the Taliban: Potential beneficiaries of reduced U.S. scrutiny. However,
Bangladesh, undergoing political transition, may face reduced U.S. assistance.

Confrontation with China and Regional Dynamics

% Trump’s confrontational approach toward China will increase pressure on South Asian countries:
e South Asian nations may face less tolerance for balancing between global powers.

+ Global Implications
e Trump’s promises to mediate peace between Russia and Ukraine and address the West Asian
crisis, if successful, could alleviate economic pressures in South Asia by stabilizing food and fuel
prices.

Conclusion:

+» Donald Trump’s presidency will likely bring continuity in U.S. engagement with South Asia, particularly
in its partnership with India. However, his leadership style and foreign policy approach will introduce
both opportunities and challenges.
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UNDING THE SPIRIT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

Wounding the spirit of the Constitution of India

e, the people of India, having
solemnly resolved to constitute
India into a sovereign, socialist,
secular, democratic, republic,
and to secure to all its citizens justice, liberty, and
equality and promote fraternity among all, have
been witness to a mockery being made of our
constitutional compact, in full public view, at an
event organised within the precincts of a
constitutional court, the Allahabad High Court.

Distancing ourselves would be a disservice
We have witnessed a sitting judge brazenly
challenge the spirit and letter of the Constitution
of India, in a speech that is nothing but a dog
whistle that guarantees impunity to the mobs that
will act on his words and views — and have been
acting on words such as his emanating from the
seats of power. The venom that Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, judge of the Allahabad High Court,
spewed on the precincts of the court, has been
widely reported in the media. Members of
Parliament in the Opposition have initiated an
impeachment motion against the judge, the
Supreme Court of India has called for a report,
and concerned citizens have written to the Chief
Justice of India.

None of this, however, captures the sense of
collective shock, dismay and grief that it is even
possible for this level of public humiliation,
violent, incendiary, genocidal street-talk to
emerge from a seat of justice under the
Constitution. For that is what it is. And it is really
time to seek remedies against an incitement to
violence of this nature as a part of our solemn
affirmation as citizens who gave to ourselves this
Constitution. The ‘sludge’ that was passed as
learned judicial speech is an assault on the
citizens of India and not an attack on Muslims or
minorities or urban naxals or protesters or just
any particular group that has become the latest
target of mob violence/public incitement. This is
not Justice Yadav’s views on Muslims, nor is this a
case of just one rotten apple. In distancing
ourselves from his comments, we do profound
disservice to our autonomous and independent
determination of the terms on which the
collective ‘we’ is constituted in this country called
India that is Bharat.

Justice Yadav’s speech is an act of wounding. It
is a speech that inflicts deep harms on all of us: in
terms of how we experience the life of the mind,
knowledge, convivial living and spiritual

At an official event, Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of
Allahabad High Court delivered a speech that openly
contradicted the spirit and principles enshrined in the
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Constitution.

impeachment,
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‘We’ the people
of India must
not read down
Justice SK.
Yadav’'s speech
and allow it to
pass as
something that
is
inconsequential

#* His remarks have sparked widespread outrage, calls for
and a demand for
underscoring the gravity of this constitutional breach.

Speaking at an event organized by the Vishwa Hindu

fulfilment in a shared space, the boundaries of
which are not determined by narrow walls and
fences of bigotry. and in terms of the injuries that
religious bigotry inflicts on shifting targets — on
people, our lived lives, our dwellings, our
worksites, our neighbourhoods and our places of
worship. We have also seen the disastrous effects
of soft bigotry as a trigger to mob/state violence,
especially in the case of places of worship.

Let us not read down Justice Yadav’s speech
and allow it to pass as something that is
inconsequential. It is not something that can be
adequately answered by the High Court that
offered the space and the possibility for this — a
High Court that did not rise in one voice to
condemn and censure a member of the Bench for
speaking genocide and atrocity. This is a court
that ought to have written to the Chief Justice of
India condemning Justice Yadav’s speech long
before the Supreme Court demanded a report in
response to the petitioning and the protests by
citizens who took note of the speech and
mobilised action given the exceedingly slow
wheel of the law.

It calls for a different order of collective judicial
accountability. Nor can this act be adequately
redressed by subjecting it to the low, anodyne
chiding that is whispered by the judicial fraternity
alone within court halls that allow restricted
entry. We have seen the consequences of dog
whistles of this kind over the past decade and the
irreparable harms they bring in their wake. We
also know that mobilising around the
Constitution and its core values together as
ordinary citizens, elected citizens and judicial
citizens, speaking a shared language across
vernaculars and faiths, is the only way of
effectively affirming our collective and individual
human dignity and the unity and integrity of this
country — India that is Bharat.

A commons

This writer has long argued that the Constitution
of India, and our rights and responsibilities as
citizens, take shape through a deep connection
between the intellectual history of
constitutionalism and a grounding of that history
in our evolving present-futures. Neither
constitutional interpretation nor the delineation
of our rights need be shackled by narrow
reference to precedents and prior judicial
wisdom alone, since the spirit of the Constitution
(and indeed the Constitution itself) is not judicial

accountability,

property, but is a commons. It is urgent that we
think of the Constitution-as-commons — that a
shared ownership and shared understanding
govern its use to further the common good which
is set out in the Preamble and in the philosophy
of civil disobedience of various hues. Satyagraha
is our collective inheritance — Gandhi, B.R.
Ambedkar, Maulana Azad, Jaipal Munda,
Dakshayani Velayudhan, Anis Kidwai, A.K.
Gopalan....

It is not just rulers but when people who sit on
judicial seats speak the undisguised tongue of
rulers and the mobs, disobedience is the
constitutional route to recuperation. If norms of
‘judicial propriety” have come undone, Justice
S.K. Yadav of the Allahabad High Court has
scripted its ruination. In the resulting crisis that
“judicial propriety’ finds itselfin, the only
resurrection is through the grammar of civil
disobedience. Inquiries, explanations, reports,
and measured censure will amount to nothing.
Impeachment is a good move, but is only
symbolic; it is destined to fail when Justice
Yadav’s political masters have a brute majority in
Parliament, unless of course we have an
unprecedented and unlikely action by members
of the ruling alliance standing with the
Constitution.

The outlines of a response

Tt is of course a sad comment that S.K. Yadav, as a
judge, has political masters. This alone should
trigger some deep reflection and public
discussion by citizen judges, since the barrier
between judicial and political speech (and space)
has been breached. Taking this further, in
reinstating the dignity compass and rejecting
public humiliation in judicial conduct and
speech, we need to think through public and
judicial action that will draw on the wellsprings of
our inheritance of civil disobedience and
satyagraha. We must craft tactical resistance by
refusing to allow a person who speaks this
language to judge our cases or judge with us. The
“We’ that opens the Preamble to the Indian
Constitution is not a ‘we’ that is a motley group of
people identified randomly (with or without their
consent) as Hindu.

The ‘We’ is a constitutionally constituted
people. A non-denominational, plural, dizzyingly
heterogeneous, and diverse beyond measure
people who believe in the spirit of the
Constitution and its core values.
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Parishad (VHP), Justice Yadav asserted that India would "function as per the wishes of the majority."
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He criticized practices within the Muslim community.

e These statements have been widely interpreted as undermining the constitutional principles
of secularism, equality, and pluralism. They have also raised alarms about the potential
encouragement of majoritarianism, which could erode India's diverse and inclusive social fabric
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The Need to Address Such Incidents:
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The speech inflicted profound harm, promoting bigotry and undermining shared spaces of
coexistence.

Religious bigotry, historically a trigger for violence, threatens to destabilize communities, workplaces,
and places of worship, eroding the fabric of harmonious living.

Judicial Accountability:
e The Allahabad High Court is silent on condemning Justice Yadav’s remarks.

e The incident demands a robust response: Impeachment, while a significant step, is unlikely to
succeed without bipartisan politics.

The Constitution as a Shared Commons:

e The Constitution is not the exclusive property of the judiciary or political elites. It is a shared
commons, belonging to all citizens, and rooted in India’s intellectual history and evolving
aspirations.

Resistance Through Civil Disobedience:

e Civil disobedience, inspired by Gandhi, Ambedkar, and others, provides a framework for citizens
to reclaim constitutional values when they are under threat.

Response?

e The incident highlights the urgent need to reinforce the ethical compass guiding judicial
conduct.

e Upholding the Spirit of "We the People":

o The Preamble of the Indian Constitution begins with "We the People," signifying an
inclusive, pluralistic, and diverse collective.

o This "We" is not confined to any one group or faith but encompasses all citizens united by
shared constitutional values.

o Justice Yadav’s speech is a wake-up call for citizens, judiciary, and elected representatives
to unite in defense of the Constitution. By rejecting bigotry, embracing civil disobedience,
and demanding accountability, India can uphold its foundational principles of justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity.
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CENTRE CONSISTENTLY HIKED CAPEX: FINMIN

Centre consistently
hiked capex: FinMin

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government has con-
sistently increased its ex-
penditure on infrastruc-
ture building over the last
five years and aims to
achieve the LI lakh
crore capex target set for
the current fiscal, Minister
of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said on Friday.
The government’s capi-
tal expenditure increased
from more than 5 lakh
crore in 202122 to 1l.1l
lakh crore in 2024-25.
“India’s road, air and
rail connectivity has im-
proved considerably over

I

Pankaj Chaudhary

the last 10 years,” Mr.
Chaudhary told reporters.
Keeping in mind the
goal set by PM Narendra
Modi to make India a deve-
loped nation by 2047, the
government will continue
to make allocations in Bud-
get for 2025-26, he said.

** The government has consistently increased its expenditure on infrastructure building over the last
five years and aims to achieve the X11.11 lakh crore capex target set for the current fiscal.

%+ The government’s capital expenditure increased from more than X5 lakh crore in 2021-22 to X11.11
lakh crore in 2024-25.
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