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HOW WOULD A CARBON MARKET FUN

TION? (GS-1lI)
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How would a carbon market function?

What are carbon credits and how would they be aded between firms? Why do corporations not want the government to be fnvolved in the issal of carbon
credies? Who introduced the concept of carbon credits? Why are some experts critical of carbon offsers?

EXPLAINER

The Hindn Furean

The story so far:
P24, the ongoing climare
5

apdral Baku, Jias gven a fllip 1o
theidiea of msing carbom
markets i curb carbon emissions by
approving standards that can help n the
setting up of an International carbon
markest &5 soomn a8 the coming vear.

What is a carbon market?

A carbon market is a market that allows
e biayleig el selling of the cight o emir
carbon fnto the stmosphers fSuppose a
Fovermament wants to Emit the amoant of
wirbon emitted into the atmosphere, it

can kssue certificates called carbon credits

thuat albosw the holder of the certificate 1o
emil 4 certaln amount of carbon o the
atmasphere. One carbon credit i
edquivalent b 1,000 kilogrames of carbon
icoide. By limiting the number of cartn
credits that ure isswed, governments can
comtrol how mich carbon s released nio
the mrim”nn-nr!‘u shouled be moted (hat
anyone who doesh't old carbon credit
to their name would not be allowed 1o
emil any carbon inin the atmosphere,
Carbon credits were first used in the
19908 i the LUS,, wihich mtrodusced the
cap-and-rade model w control the
emission of sulphur dinxde

{{ Indivichsals and firms that hold carbon
wredits but don't actually need them for
any reason cin sell their credits o
interested bavers. The price st which
these carbon credits are traded is
determined by market fionoes, which in
this case are the supply of carbon enpdits
anl the demand fi ||'1E|W('rnllbc'aleﬂ
carbon marked can also inckicds the
trudding of carbon offsets. n this case, &
brusiness that pollutes the emvironment
for esxample, can purchase carbon offsets
ol by an environmental NGO that
proimitees o plant tnees that suck 3 certain
amaant of carbon emissions out of the

+»+ The ongoing COP29 climate conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, has brought renewed focus on carbon

markets as a tool to curb carbon emissions. The conference aims to establish standards for setting up

atmosphere for ssch offset tha it sefls.

What is good about carbon markets?
Pallutben of the emvironment and dimste
eharige caused by carbon emissions i a
chasic case of wliat economises call an
extemality. An externality [s cansed when
thiecost of an eoomemic activity is not
properly accounted for jor imermalisad)
by thhe: market price systemn due 6o the
:|!aosel|r\e-nd'wrdl~i|t|m property rights,

[ For example, 4 business that uses raw
miaterials such as iron will have to pay the
supplier whi owns the iron o be able o

angluse il thus incurring a

efd Bt wheny the same firm

arhom inte the atmosphare, it

doesn' usually hive to pay amy money to
arwoned In other s ag

F - Thas ol conarse leads
o unhindered pollution of the

TGP

atmosphere as firms in this case have no
fimancial jncentive to curb thedr carbon
ermissions) Carbon markets in which the
right 1o palline 5 traded for a price can
ol the problem by imposing a certain
wcvest on frmes for polliing the
armasphere, helping o curb emissions in
ther process,

The intersectbon of standardised
atingd frameworks ind technological
amcements has wroves] the ability of
corporations to moniror and report their
carbon emissions, While, this is difficuli
fior the viast majority of small businesses
i Ehe clevelaping world, particudarly in
accurately capturing apply ¢
emissions, ongong developments, lie
realtime data tracking of the energy
sector, continee to enhance the
wramilarity and reliability of corporate
carbsm acoounting, Howeyer,
corporations hive preferred a voluntary

international carbon markets to regulate emissions.

hat is a Carbon M

D3
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ket

reporting system, like fhe Garbon
Disclosure Project(They have been loathe
10 gonvertiment interventions loiting

bons, argudng that swcl
est] B cuLpUE restrictions
They also poini bo varied
‘eanes, some that might

ply

o rise neest
production

have diverse supg
miake it difficult 10

carbon budges for their Facil "ilﬁ Lare
gl Hnational corporations swel as
£

pd Ceperaliorors have
; ||| Lu-l[.-_lll

] o thiese ¥

purchgse carbon credits from gther frms.

which doi'e need thei as imuch, This

‘What can gn wrong?

Eveiy whien there is a functioning carban
miarket, & governiment that s not very
keen on reducing emissions may increase
the supply of carbon credits and drive
down the price of the fght to pollute,
beading to no noticeable dropin
emissions. Otlers may keep 4 strict cip
on the supply of carbon credits but allow
firms 1o cheat by allowdng them o Slegally
emit carbon. The sucoess of carbon
offseis alst depends on the degree of
personal imeentive that firm owners
posess 0 carg ahowt carbon envistions,
whiich rmay often be sery lietle. Critics
chaim that firms that purchase carbon
offsets often do it for the sake of virtoe
signallisg and muay have lole incentive w
ensure that thelr investments in thes
imstruments are actually helping offset
carbon emissions. Meanwhile, other
critics hive raised more fundamental
guestions regarding how exactly a
government wonld be alibe o arrive at the
aptinmem supply of cirbon craditg, They
argue that politicians, who do not inour
iy personal economic cost when they
lepislate emission reductions, may restrice
the supply of carbon credits mome than
whal is really necessary, leading 1o shower
economic growth

v

Acarbon marked i 3 market

i limit the amount
emiited o the atmesahera, |
can g cortificaing ca
carbon credi
halder of the o

B ORIl

LAY Feparting
e Cartion

ect, They have
el
infervention fing carben
omnissions, angung that such
budgptirg, may lead to autput
resariclions or s in costs

Even when there is a
luncticning carbon matkel, o
gawernmant that is not very
keen on reducing emissions
rease (b sugiply of

carbion credits
ihe price af the
leading to na nobicesbi
in emistians

% A carbon market is a trading system that allows the buying and selling of carbon credits.

L 9560300770

HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

www.tathastuics.com @ support@tathastuics.com




TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

< Governments set a limit (cap) on the amount of carbon dioxide that can be emitted.
% Companies are issued carbon credits (certificates), which permit the holder to emit a specific quantity
of carbon dioxide.

++ 1 Carbon Credit = 1 tonne (1,000 kg) of CO emissions.

+» Companies that emit less than their quota can sell unused credits to others.

+» Companies emitting more than their quota must buy credits to offset their excess emissions.

Purpose:

+»+ By capping emissions and enabling credit trading, governments can control total carbon emissions

and encourage businesses to adopt greener technologies.

Background

%+ Origins: Carbon credits were first introduced in the 1990s in the U.S. through the cap-and-trade
model to limit sulfur dioxide emissions.
%+ Since then, carbon markets have been implemented globally as part of efforts to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions and combat climate change.

What is Good About Carbon Markets?

/7

% Internalizing Externalities:
¢ Pollution is treated as an economic externality — a cost to society that businesses don’t
directly pay for.
e Carbon markets force businesses to account for their emissions by assigning them a monetary
value.
+» Encourages Cost-Effective Solutions:
¢ Companies emitting less carbon can profit by selling excess credits.
¢ Drives businesses to adopt greener technologies to reduce costs.
+* Innovation and Technology:
e Carbon markets incentivize investment in renewable energy and innovative technologies to
reduce emissions.
++ Flexibility for Corporations:
e Companies can balance between reducing emissions themselves or buying credits, offering a

flexible solution to comply with environmental goals.
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The Issues with Carbon Markets

7

+* No Real Reduction in Emissions:
e A functioning carbon market doesn’t always guarantee reduced emissions.

¢ Companies may focus on buying credits rather than cutting pollution.

.0

lllegitimate or Fake Credits:

)

¢ Weak enforcement allows some players to illegally claim carbon credits or supply fake offsets.

®
%

Greenwashing:
e Corporations may purchase carbon credits for reputation purposes (e.g., appearing

sustainable) without real action to reduce emissions.

®
%

Cost Inequality:
e Llarge corporations can afford to buy credits, but smaller businesses may struggle under the

financial burden.

®
%

Supply Chain Issues:
e Companies face difficulties in accurately tracking emissions and ensuring the credits they

purchase reflect true environmental gains.

Corporations’ Preference:

+* Reporting Over Regulation
e Corporations like ExxonMobil and General Motors favor free trading of carbon credits among
firms.
¢ They oppose government intervention, arguing:
e Regulations lead to output restrictions.
e Budgets for carbon emissions raise costs.

¢ Global supply chains complicate optimal carbon budgeting.

Why This Matters:
** Free trading allows for efficient allocation of carbon credits, ensuring credits are used where they
are needed most.

+» However, lack of strict enforcement raises concerns about abuse of the system.

What Can Go Wrong?

7

< Weak Carbon Markets: If governments do not set strict targets, carbon markets may become

ineffective, leading to minimal emissions reduction.

7T
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®
%

Resistance to Accountability: Some companies hide actual emissions or manipulate data,
undermining the market’s integrity.

Over-Reliance on Offsets: Companies might avoid taking real action by continuously buying offsets
instead of transitioning to cleaner technologies.

Lack of Standardization: Without global standards, it becomes difficult to measure, report, and verify
emissions reductions consistently.

Social Justice Concerns: Developing countries may face economic challenges in adopting these

markets due to limited access to green technologies.

Way Forward

®
L4

Robust Regulations: Governments should ensure strict emission targets and accurate monitoring of
carbon credits.

Transparency: Implement standardized and transparent reporting systems to track carbon emissions
effectively.

Incentivize Green Innovation: Provide support for businesses transitioning to low-carbon
technologies.

Global Cooperation: Carbon markets need global integration to align efforts across developed and
developing nations.

Avoid Greenwashing: Independent audits and verification mechanisms should ensure credits reflect

actual emissions reductions.

Conclusion

7
°n

®
%

Carbon markets have the potential to play a significant role in combating climate change by
incentivizing businesses to cut emissions. However, for them to succeed:
e Strict regulations and monitoring mechanisms are essential.
e Efforts must focus on real emission reductions, not just trading carbon credits.
e Collaboration between governments, corporations, and global agencies is needed to create
credible, transparent, and effective carbon markets.
When implemented effectively, carbon markets can ensure a cleaner environment while fostering

sustainable economic growth.
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THE DIGITAL FRONTIER OF INEQUALITY (GS- 1, Il)

ech) - F&’%

fclia stands ata pivotal

o dn its digial

revolution, underpinned by

an internationally
recogmised maodel of digital public
infrastructure. Today, India has
1.18 hillion mobile connections,
TO0 million Intermet users, and
600 million smarphones.

While the narrowing of the
digital gender divide is a sign of
PrOgTess, a5 in many couniries, o
surge in gender-based viclence
(GBV), particularly jech-facilitated
GRY, threatens o overshadow
EAnE, [n response, the Union
Ministry of Woanen and Child
Development recently mched
‘Ab Kol Bahana Mahi {no more
excimes), a national campaign
aligned with the global 16 Days of
Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence'. This annual campaign is
lad by UM Women.

Tha risks

India’s digital transformation has
unbocked immense opporiunities
for empowerment. The Praxdhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yofana has
increased acoount coverage almos
forr-fobd since 2015, with women
holding 55.6% of the accounts,
Digital Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-mobilke
linkages enahle direct benefits and
cashless transactions, especially in
riral ireas. However, this
increased connectivity has also
exposed wormnen to new risks,

In urhan areas, onfine
harassment is rampant,
particukarly targeting women in
public-facing roles such as
pournalists and politicians, Fural
Irlia boasts 200 mare Tnierme
users than in urban areas (2021
Nielsen report). Already
constrained by socketal norms,
rrtany women and girls lack the
digital literacy and skills o
navizate online spaces safely.
Compounding the issue, many
wikmen are abso wnaware of their
rights or the mechanisms available
to them for reporting abuse,

TFGEV takes mamy harmiful
forms, These Include persistent
harassment such as cyberstalking,
online trofling, and the
non-consenssal sharing of
intimate fmages. Impersonation
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itabed  Gendih- Boy
eéllgztalﬁtlo

Susan jane
Ferguson
Comtry

Regresentatig fed UN
WoEen i IRdia

UHN Resident
Coprdinator bor Imda

Baoth authars are part
al Tearm UN n India

Ensuring
WeHTen's salvny
omline is nod
only o mowal
obligation bui
also @ critical
pillar for India's
rOgness

ntier o

and frawd through fake profiles,
voyeurrism, and grooming Turther
exploit vulnerable ndividuals.
These often force women and girls
to retreal from digital spaces.

India has faken important steps
to comtbat TPGEY, Legal
privections, including the
Indormation Techiology Act,
2000, and the Bharativa Nyava
Samhita, 20124, provide a strong
toundation to address digital
vinlence. Mectsanisms such as the
Mational Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal enable anomymowus
reporting, while the
government-led Information
Sescurity Education and Awareness
Programme spreads digital sabety
awareness. Women-specific

mimes, stich as Digital
shakti, launched by the National
Commission for Women, equip
woanen with tooks o navigate
online spaces securely, These
measures mark great progress in
creating safer digital spaces,
though soeme gaps remaln.

Inclian also acrively engages in
international negotiations and
agreemenis, including the 67th
Lession of the Commission on the
Status of Women where UN
miember staes, induding India,
gigned off on agreed conclusions
that called for *adequate
safeguards in order 1o promote in
open, secure, stable, accessible
and atlordable information snd
communications technology
environment for all women and
girls™. This underscores India's
commitment to tackling TFGRY,

The way forward

Achieving truly =afe digital
envirenments for women and girls
requires more focused and
strategic effores that can keep pace
with this changing and evolving
digical wordd.

The Ghobal DNgital Compact,
adopred by world leaders
including India. at the UN Sumimit
af the Future earlier this year,
further strengthens legal and
prolicy framewarks “to counter
and eliminate all forms of
violence, including sexual and
gender-based violence thal oecurs
through or is amplified by the pse

Vi ull?_l'.e,
inequality

of technslogy ™. Therefore,
combeatigs TFGEY must be a top
priorityl This includes enforcing
stricter Byws against perpetrator
of online violence, and swilter
justice for survivors, Hobding
soclal media platforms
pccountable i an invportant f
the tool kit to reduce T‘Fﬂﬂ'ﬁ
Expanding digital lieracy @
ammmes, particularly in rural
areas; s critical. Integrating safe
online practices into schwool
curriculums and conducting
community workshops tor women
and men, young and old, can be
Hm:mWrrh%ndduiunally.
natiomwide Thmpaigns that
chisllenge societal norms and
actively engage men and boys as
albies can foster respectful and
Jusive digital spaces. .j.l
Collaboration with Indfa's
vibrant tech industry is essential.
Whike many platforms have
introduced safiety leatures, ﬂ]t@
need further enhancement
proactively address online sbuse.
Leveraging artificial intelligence to
detect and remove abusive
conient, vet retaining human
oversight, alongside introducing
userfriendly reporting
echanisms, can bnprove safe '--‘j
Just as important is the
development of robust survivor

support systems that offer
acoessible counselling, hegal..u@
and rehabilitation servioes.
Expanding the capacity of

hedplines and initistives such as
TechSakhi, a helpline offering
aecurate informarion, empathetic
support, and assistance, will

efsure thal survivors receive

timely and effective assistance.

As we concluded ohserving the
I6-Dhays of Activism that ends on
Intermitional Human Righes Day
every yvear, India’s timely message
i unequivocal: Ab Koi Bafana
Ml Ensuring wamen's silery
online is nod only a moral
obligation bt akso a critical pilkar
for Indlia's progress.

Governments, tech companies,
il sociery groups, individuals,
and international arganisations
have a role w play, and we in the
UN Country Team are prowd to be
d parmmer in this jourmey,
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% India is at a pivotal stage in its digital revolution with increasing access to mobile connections,
smartphones, and Internet penetration. While this has created opportunities for empowerment,
particularly for women, it has also amplified digital gender inequality and led to technology-

facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV).

Background

++ Digital Growth in India:
e 1.18 billion mobile connections, 700 million Internet users, and 600 million smartphones.
¢ The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana expanded access to financial services, with 55.6% of
accounts held by women.
+* Positive Developments:
¢ Greater digital inclusion enables women, especially in rural areas, to access education, jobs,
and financial resources.
e Government initiatives like Digital Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) provide direct benefit
transfers and seamless transactions.
++ Emerging Challenges:
¢ Gender-based violence in digital spaces (TFGBV) threatens women's safety and participation
in digital opportunities.

e Examples include cyberstalking, harassment, phishing, voyeurism, and fraudulent activities

using fake profiles.

Key Issues

7

<+ Digital Gender Divide:
¢ Urban-rural divide: Rural areas have fewer resources and digital skills training opportunities.
e Cultural norms and societal restrictions prevent many women and girls from safely accessing
the Internet.
+» Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV):
e Forms of TFGBV include:
o Cyberstalking and harassment.
o Non-consensual sharing of images.
o Fake profiles, fraud, and voyeurism.

¢ Women and girls are targeted, leading to mental stress and withdrawal from online spaces.

AN
(oI
<5
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< Urban Vulnerability:
e A 2021 Nielsen report revealed 20% more Internet users in rural areas are men, highlighting

urban women’s higher vulnerability due to their public roles.

< Women’s Safety:
* TFGBV leads to emotional and psychological distress, often forcing women to retreat from
digital spaces, undoing empowerment gains.
+» Economic Disparity:
¢ Digital exclusion restricts women from participating in online jobs, entrepreneurship, and skill
development programs.
++ Societal Challenges:
¢ Lack of digital literacy and awareness about reporting mechanisms exacerbate risks.
¢ Under-reporting of incidents due to fear of societal backlash or lack of trust in systems.
++ Policy and Legal Challenges:
¢  While India has laws like the Information Technology Act, 2000, and new policies like

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2024, enforcement remains weak in addressing online violence.

Measures Taken

7

%+ Legal Protections:
¢ National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal: Enables anonymous reporting of cybercrimes.
¢ Digital Shakti Campaign: Tools and resources to help women navigate online spaces safely.
* Women-specific safety programs: Platforms like TechSakhi offer helpline support.
+¢ International Efforts:
¢ India signed the 67th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women for stronger
safeguards for women in digital spaces.
¢ Education and Awareness:
¢ Integrating digital literacy into school curriculums.
e Community workshops for men and women to improve awareness about online safety.
++» Technology Solutions:

e Leveraging Al to detect and remove abusive content.

¢ Developing swift reporting mechanisms on social media platforms.

=
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Positives Negatives
+* Increased Awareness: ++ Digital Exclusion: Persistent rural-urban gap
e Campaigns like Ab Koi Bahana Nahi leaves rural women behind in digital literacy
highlight the importance of women’s and access.
digital safety. + Weak Enforcement: Slow or ineffective
e Women are now receiving tools and implementation of existing legal
legal recourse to fight back. frameworks.
+»+ Collaboration: ¢+ Victim Blaming: Cultural and societal norms
e Partnerships with tech industries to often  blame victims rather than
strengthen reporting mechanisms. perpetrators.
¢ Inclusion of men as allies for gender +* Under-reporting: Fear of backlash prevents
equality online. women from reporting incidents of online
+» International Best Practices: Adoption of harassment.
global strategies like the Digital Global
Compact to eliminate gender-based online
violence.

Way Forward

%+ Strengthening Legal Framework:
¢ Enforce stricter laws with clear penalties for perpetrators of TFGBV.

¢ Ensure social media accountability to swiftly remove harmful content.

®
%

Improving Digital Literacy:
e Expand digital literacy programs in rural areas to enable women to use the Internet safely
and confidently.
¢ Integrate online safety education in schools and community workshops.
** Support Systems:
¢ Build robust support systems with counseling, legal aid, and rehabilitation services.

¢ Strengthen helpline initiatives like TechSakhi for immediate assistance.

.0

+» Technology Partnerships:
¢ Collaborate with tech companies to detect, block, and report abusive content.

¢ Leverage artificial intelligence and user-friendly tools for reporting online abuse.

=
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¢ Inclusive Policies:
¢ |Implement strategies that engage men and boys as allies for gender equality in digital spaces.

Ensuring women’s safety in the digital space is not just a moral obligation but a critical necessity for

/7
0’0

India’s progress. TFGBV poses a significant barrier to achieving gender equality and must be tackled

through a multi-faceted approach:
e Stronger legal enforcement.
¢ Enhanced digital literacy and awareness.
¢ Collaboration with technology platforms and global initiatives.

% With focused efforts, India can bridge the digital gender divide and empower women to participate

equally in the country’s digital future.

&» www.tathastuics.com @ support@tathastuics.com
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LET’S TALK ABOUT ‘ONE CANDIDATE, MULTIPLE CONSTITUENCIES' (GS-11)

On, Candichabe , Makkiple

Let’s talk about ‘one candidate, multiple constituencies’

ver sinvce the pamel fior "0ne Nation (ne

Election' led by the former President ol

Tinclin, Rarm Manth Kowingd, recommended

simultanenes ebections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies, much has been
written o its positive and negithe agpects, the
practical constderations and of course the politics
around the subject. Amidst all the political
FrRRICHLL AT :|:1:||| Coer-Serisations, :|:w-II1H
important isswe has gone missing from attention.
The mattes is abour one candidate comtesting
from multiple constituencies (OCMC]) for the
same office

‘The background, the challenges
The Constitution of India provides for regular
elections avery five vears 1o the Legistative
Assembly and the bower House of Parliament.
However, the Constinution, other than providing
for the Election Comumlasion of ledia (ECT, has
empowered Parliament o regulate the manner of
conducting the elections. Therefore, ‘comesting
froam multiple conatimencies has been dealt with
in the Representation of the People Act 1951
Under the Act, there was no lmit on the mumber
of conpstiiencies o candidare could contest -
umitil 1596, This mesulted In candidates contesting
from mudtiple constituencies, sometines more
than two, winning them and vacating all but one
stat, In accordance with Section 70 of the same
Act. This necessstated by-elections frequently.
D to this, Parliament amended the Act n
19596 1o limit the number of constituencies that o
candidate can contest from, o two The
amendment intended o discourage one
candidate from contesting from mulsiple
comstituencies. Despite this, the practice hos
cortined. The numbers are even more frequent
In State Legiskative Assembly elections, keading o
frequent by-electhons — there were 44
by-electbons for State Assembilbes in November
2024 due o the resignation of sittng legislators.
Frequent byv-elections due to candidates
whnning from multiple constituencies pose
several challenges. First, they add to taxpayer
coats, The admintsgramve cost of the Lok Salha
elections is borne by the central government, and
Legislative Assemblies by the State governments;
in the 2014 general election, it amounted o
T3LA70 crore. Adjusted for 6% annual inflation,
the 2024 general election is pant at a cost of 6,931
crore, or £12.76 crone per seat. If 10 politicians
win from two constituencies, the extra cost of
hulding & by-election would be around 3130
crore. While this is relatively small when
compuared o overall electbon spending, the real
Bsne lies in the massive expenditune by politics]
parties, estimated ag 31,35,000 crore for the
recent general ebection, or about T250 crore per
constifuency, sccording o the estimates by the
Centre for Media Studies, This burden ultimately

®
%
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I e paerson,
ome vole is the
core
democratic
primciple for
viaters, it should
be one
canididate, nne
consieney”
fior potiticians

falls on the public, and much of the funding
comes from black money, which undermines
financial rransparency.

Second, the by-election necessitnted by the
vacation of a winning candidase within an init)
six momths tends to Bvour the nuling party. This
is borme out in by-ebection trends across multiple
States, This emanates from the Rt the rufing
party can mobilise resources and provide
patronage to party workers, Such a scenario of &
nondevel playing fiedd is skewed against e
Otpposition, which has negative implications for
parliamentary democracy.

Third, the firancial burden of organising o
bwrelection disproponticnately falls on the already
defeated candidate and their party, forcing them
0 spend resourees once again.

Fourth, the saying “Democracy Ba
povernment of the peopie, by the people,and for
tha preople™ suggeats (har elections should sepve
people’s needs, However, a candidate contesting
from mulriple seats serves as a hedging
srechanism sraingt uncertalnties and olien
prioritises the leader's interests, not the people’s
This undermines democratic principhes, placing
politics absnve the public.

Fifth, DEMC is sommetimes sed o enlance the
reach and message delivery of the leader, relying
on their popularity for electoral swecess. This
often reflects the leader's dominance within the
party, particubarly in family or leader-centric
parties. Moreover, OCME goes against the
fundamental right o freedom of speech and
enpression of citlzens. A petitlon filed in 20
{Astiwin? Kuntar Upadipay vs Union of India)
argued that when people elect a representative,
thery trust that person o be thelr voice,
Contesting multiple constimsencies, winning
them, and vacating one for a by-election viokies
Artiche 19(1a) of the Comstitution. This practice
catises voter confision and discontent, as seen in
Wayanad, Kerada, when Rabul Gandhi vacated his
sedl i 2024, potentially leading 1o voter apathy.
The voter urmout wias 64.24% mn the bypolland
T252% i the general elsction,

Some advantages

The DCME % common in meany countries. It oy
also have some practical considerations. First,
contesting multiple seats provides a safety met for
candidates, especially in tgitly contested
constituencies. Second, ina polity such a5 Indis,
where politics is centered around the leader and
family, OCMC smoathens the leader's
continaeation or transition in case & leader-centric
ATy securesan ujority bn the slections bat the
leader of the party loses ot For instance,
Mamarta Banerjee kost the Nandigram seat in the
2021 West Bengal Assembly elections, To make
way for her, another leader elected from the
Bhabanipur constituency had 1o resign from the

One Candidate, Multiple Constituencies (OCMC).

OANTver Cies

Assembly, Similar things unfolded in the case of
Pushlcar Singh Dhami, Chief Minkster of
Untarakhaind in the 2002 Assembly elections,

International experience

M 8 rest mlcpee 1o Tndia, Pakistin and
Bangladesh allow candidates to coaest multiple
constitiencies but require them o relinquish all
briat e seat, Pakistan plices no lmir on the
number of constituencies & candidate can
contest, i seen in the 2008 elections when the
former Prime Minister contested five seats and
vacated four. Similardy, Bangladesh allowed
cumdickares 1o comtese g to five constitueneles
until 2008 but now limis it to three. The practice
was once commmon inthe United Kingdom bt has
B b simce T9R0 MOSE European
democrucies hiave phased it out 1 promate clear
representation and accountabiliny.

The misuse of the OCME B oitweighs the
benefits, There have been demands for reformes,
and probabbe solutions may be considered, Firs,
armend Section 3371 of the RP Act 1951 10 ban one
candickate contesting from multiple
constituencies for the same office. The ECT, in
2004, recommended the government ban the
practice. The 255tk Law Comniission report in
2015 made the same reconmmendation,

Second. recovering the full cost of by-elections
from the candidate vacating a seat can serve to
discourage candidates from ConEEE
simatltanesashy. The ECL recommended cost
imiposition on candidates contesting from
multiple constinsencies in 2004, However, the
practice of OCMC will comtinue as the winning
canididate or political party can afford o pay the
ost,

Third, a more effective deterrent would be 1o
hold the by-elections after a year, allowing voters
amphe time 1o make an indormed declabon and
giving the defemed candidate sufficient dme o
recover and prepare strategically for another
coniest. This would also provide a more balinced
and fair electoral process, This could be done by
amending Section 1514, Representation of
Peoplis Act 1951 whilch provides for byv-election
within six months of the cocurrence of vacancy.

Holding elections requires substantal financial
resoamroes from the state. Furthermore, with
elections being a round-the-year affair in India,
the frequent need for by-elections mkes time and
money - resources that could otherwise be better
irvested in the country's development. However.
as thie issue of OCOC i political, it requires
political willpower and the support of the major
puirthes (o bring abour change. However, unlike
the One Mathon Ome Election, it does not have
many proponents i political parties. [f “one
person, one vofe" the core democratic
principle for viders, It is time o enforce “one
cindidate, one constituency™ for candidates,

The debate around One Nation, One Election has triggered attention towards an associated issue —

e Under current laws, candidates can contest elections from two constituencies.

¢ This practice has raised questions about political ethics, financial implications, and fair

representation in India’s parliamentary democracy.

TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

Q 9560300770 &» www.tathastuics.com @support@tathastuics.com
HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,

OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060




TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

7

% Theissue revolves around balancing the democratic right of candidates to contest multiple seats with

the disruptive effects of subsequent by-elections.

Background

++ Constitutional Provisions:
e Originally, there was no limit on the number of constituencies a candidate could contest
under the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
¢ Frequent instances of winning and vacating seats necessitated repeated by-elections.
+» Amendment of 1996:
¢ Parliament amended the Act in 1996, restricting candidates to contesting from a maximum
of two constituencies.
¢ The amendment aimed to:
o Discourage frequent by-elections.
o Promote financial efficiency.

o Address concerns of democratic ethics and fair representation.

Meaning and Legal Basis

+* One Candidate, Multiple Constituencies (OCMC): A single candidate contests elections from more
than one constituency.
++ Section 70 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 mandates that a candidate who wins in
multiple constituencies must vacate all but one.
++ This vacating leads to:
e By-elections, causing additional costs.

¢ Confusion for voters regarding representation

+¢ Financial Burden:
e Conducting by-elections after a seat is vacated incurs significant costs.
e Example: In 2024, the Election Commission reported the cost of holding elections was X64.2%
in one constituency and 72.2% in another.
+ Political and Social Ramifications:

¢ It enhances the dominance of ruling parties, particularly if they mobilize resources for by-

elections.
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¢ The ruling party’s dominance in by-elections can create an uneven political playing field for
opposition parties.
¢+ Voter Confusion:
e \Voters feel betrayed if a candidate vacates the seat after being elected, undermining their
trust in democratic representation.
e Example: The Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India case, where the issue of fair
representation was debated.
+» Manipulation of Resources:
e Leaders contesting from multiple seats often signal vote banks or power projection in certain
regions.
¢ Political families, as seen in states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, use OCMC to solidify dynastic
control.
++ Voter Confusion:
o \Voters feel betrayed if a candidate vacates the seat after being elected,undermining their trust
in democratic representation.
¢ Example: The Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India case, wherethe issue of fair
representation was debated.
++ Manipulation of Resources:
e Leaders contesting from multiple seats often signal vote banks or powerprojection in certain
regions.
¢ Political families, as seen in states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, useOCMC to solidify dynastic
control.
++» Democratic Concerns:

e OCMC creates a non-level playing field, benefiting influential parties withgreater resources.

++ Maximizing Political Reach:
¢ For a leader, contesting from multiple constituencies enhances popularity and consolidates
voter base.
e Example: Leaders like Narendra Modi (Varanasi) or Indira Gandhi contested from multiple

constituencies to project dominance.

=
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+» Symbolic Significance:
¢ Contesting from two constituencies demonstrates political influence and national stature.
¢ Democratic Choice:

¢ The law allows candidates the freedom to contest, respecting the core of democratic ideals.

Similar Instances in Other Countries

++ Pakistan and Bangladesh:
¢ Candidates are allowed to contest from multiple constituencies to test their influence.
¢ This practice often results in similar financial and electoral challenges.
++ United Kingdom:
¢ A candidate contests from one constituency only, ensuring fair representation.
e This avoids unnecessary by-elections and financial wastage.
< USA:
¢ The electoral system does not permit contesting from more than one seat, ensuring stability

and clarity in representation.

Way Forward
++ Legislative Reforms:
¢ Amend the Representation of the People Act to limit candidates to contesting from only one

seat.

R/
0.0

Financial Accountability:
¢ Candidates who vacate seats should be required to bear the cost of byelections.

¢ This measure could discourage misuse of OCMC for political gain.

®
%

Voter Awareness:
e Educate voters about the implications of electing candidates contesting multiple

constituencies.

®
%

Alternative Mechanisms:
¢ |Implement an automatic selection process: The seat with the highest vote share could be

retained by the candidate, reducing the need for fresh byelections.

®
%

Political Will:
e Parties must demonstrate ethical responsibility and refrain from fielding candidates in
multiple constituencies unless absolutely necessary.

¢ Political Ethics: Parties must voluntarily restrict OCMC to promote democratic integrity.

TATHASTU QL 9560300770 www.tathastuics.com @support@tathastuics.com
HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,

Institute Of Civil Services OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060




TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

¢ Technology Use: Leverage tools like e-voting to make by-elections less costly and resource-

intensive.

Conclusion

% The issue of One Candidate, Multiple Constituencies (OCMC) reflects a broader challenge in
balancing democratic freedoms with fiscal responsibility and voter trust. While it allows candidates
to maximize their political influence, the resulting by-elections impose significant financial and social

costs.

®
%

Reforming the current system to limit candidates to one constituency can promote fairness, reduce
wastage of public funds, and restore voter confidence in the electoral process. Strengthening
legislative frameworks and ensuring political accountability will help create a more efficient and

representative democracy.
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