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RULES THAT STILL MANACLE THE CAPTIVE ELEPHANT

 
Introduction 
 The Paradox of CapƟve Elephants in India 

 Elephants: Sacred symbols of wisdom and strength in Indian culture 
 ContradicƟon: Lives of capƟve elephants likened to "eternal Treblinka" by Kerala High Court 
 Common uses: Religious purposes, entertainment, and tourism 
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Issues with Captive Elephants 
 Cruel RealiƟes 

 IsolaƟon and abusive training methods 
 Forced unnatural behaviors 
 High protecƟon under the Wildlife (ProtecƟon) Act, 1972, but compromised welfare 

New Rules and Loopholes 
 CapƟve Elephant (Transfer or Transport) Rules, 2024 

 ObjecƟve: Regulate potenƟal misuse and curb illegal captures 
 Key provisions: 

o Ownership transfer allowed without a non-commercial obligaƟon 
o Temporary transport allowed without clear jusƟficaƟon 
o Risk: Elephants commodified as tools for income generaƟon 

Microchip Misuse and Captivity Births 
 ExploitaƟon in Monitoring PracƟces 

 Microchips reused to legalize wild captures 
 No mandatory removal of microchips post-mortem 
 No requirement for post-mortem reports for elephants dying during transfer 
 Legal recogniƟon of calves born in capƟvity perpetuates the cycle 

Proposed Solutions 
 Breaking the Cycle of ExploitaƟon 

 Implement humane, non-invasive birth control measures 
 ShiŌ to alternaƟves (e.g., electronic elephants) for temples, tourism, and processions 
 Government and civil society collaboraƟon to protect wild elephants 
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Asian Elephants in India 
 India’s Role: 

 Largest and most stable populaƟon globally (60% of wild Asian elephants).  
 2017 Census: 29,964 wild elephants. 

 Elephant Reserves: 
 33 reserves across 14 states (~76,508 sq. km). 
 Recent addiƟons: 
 Dandeli (Karnataka), Singphan (Nagaland), Lemru (Chhaƫsgarh). 

 Top States (2017 Census): 
 Karnataka: 6,049 elephants 
 Assam: 5,719 elephants 
 Kerala: 3,054 elephants 
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Key Facts about Asian Elephants 
 Species and Habitat: 

 Subspecies: Indian, Sumatran, Sri Lankan. 
 Habitat: Grasslands and forests across 13 countries. 
 Smaller herds than African savannah elephants. 

 Biology and Behavior: 
 Matriarchal herds led by the oldest female. 
 Longest gestaƟon (22 months); calves born every 4–6 years. 
 Calving Intervals: Every 4 years (ages 14–45). Increases with age 

o 5 years by age 52 
o 6 years by age 60  

 Cultural Significance: 
 Symbols of wisdom and strength in Asian cultures. 
 Close associaƟon with humans throughout history. 
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MARGINALIZED BY CASTE, MARGINALIZED BY EDUCATION 

 
 

Introduction 
 Atul Kumar, a Scheduled Caste student, lost his IIT Dhanbad seat due to inability to pay ₹17,500 

booking fee. 
 Supreme Court intervened under ArƟcle 142 to secure his admission. 
 Highlights systemic inequaliƟes and financial challenges faced by many similar students.  

Context: 
 Historical caste-based exclusion in educaƟon persists in insidious forms post-Independence. 
 Financial constraints and systemic dispariƟes conƟnue to marginalize Dalit students 
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Challenges of Increasing Education Costs 
 Fee Hikes in PresƟgious InsƟtuƟons: 

 IITs: TuiƟon fees increased by 200% (₹90,000 to ₹3 lakh/year in 2016). 
 IIMs: Fee hikes up to 30% across campuses. 
 Other examples: IIT-Delhi doubled fees for M.Tech programs. 

 Impact: 
 Marginalized students struggle to afford higher educaƟon despite ranks. 
 EmoƟonal and financial strain leads to inequality and mental health challenges. 
 StaƟsƟcs:Over seven years, 122 suicides reported in IITs and IIMs due to financial and academic 

pressures 

 
High Dropout Rates Among Marginalised Communities 
 Dropout Data: 

 In two years (2017-2018), 2,461 IIT students dropped out. 
 Over five years, 13,500 SC/ST/OBC students dropped out from central universiƟes, IITs, and 

IIMs. 
 Underlying Causes: 

 High fees and lack of adequate financial support. 
 Persistent caste-based discriminaƟon in academic insƟtuƟons. 

 Social InequaliƟes: 
 Dalits overrepresented in degrading jobs (e.g., 92% in urban sewer cleaning roles). 
 Faculty representaƟon starkly unequal (95% posiƟons held by upper castes in IITs). 
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Barriers and the Way Ahead 
 Persistent Challenges: 

 Dalit students face poverty, caste prejudice, and social discriminaƟon. 
 Examples of caste-based harassment in presƟgious insƟtuƟons. 

 Employment Struggles: 
 High unemployment rate exacerbates pressure on marginalized students. 
 RTI (2024): 38% IIT students unplaced, challenges compounded for Dalits. 

 Call for AcƟon: 
 Need for systemic reforms in educaƟon and employment policies. 
 Foster inclusive environments to reduce caste-based dispariƟes and support marginalized 

communiƟes 
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22 % RISE IN ENROLMENT AFTER SMART CLASSROOM INITIATIVE 

 

 
UPSC PYQ 2020 
Q.1  With reference to Indian elephants, consider the following statements: (2020) 

1. The leader of an elephant group is a female. 
2. The maximum gestaƟon period can be 22 months. 
3. An elephant can normally go on calving Ɵll the age of 40 years only. 
4. Among the States in India, the highest elephant populaƟon is in Kerala. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 2 and 4 only  
(c) 3 only  
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  
— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! — 
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