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ONE NATION ONE ELECTION AND REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

 
 The ConsƟtuƟon (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024, proposes simultaneous elecƟons for the Lok Sabha 

and State/Union Territory Assemblies by inserƟng ArƟcle 82(A). 
 ElecƟons will align from 2034, fixing terms and holding mid-terms only for the remaining tenure. 
 The Bill also amends ArƟcles 83, 172, and 327, with changes effecƟve from an ‘appointed date’, post-

2029 general elecƟons. 
 

Administrative Efficiency vs. Democratic Concerns 
 While ONOE aims to enhance efficiency and reduce elecƟon faƟgue, it raises criƟcal concerns about 

federalism, public parƟcipaƟon, and electoral accountability in India’s representaƟve democracy. 
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Understanding representative democracy: 
 RepresentaƟve democracy? – 

 It balances majority rule with the protecƟon of minority interests. 
 CriƟcal in diverse and populous countries such as India. 
 The system thrives on periodic elecƟons, informed ciƟzen parƟcipaƟon, and insƟtuƟonal 

checks and balances. 
 Growing challenges? 

 A 2024 Pew Research Center study across 24 naƟonsrevealed widespread disillusionment with 
the system. 

 CiƟzens increasingly quesƟoned its effecƟveness, with some exploring alternaƟves such as 
direct democracy, expert rule, or even authoritarian regimes. 

Jayaprakash Narayan’s critique: 
 First, demagoguery and populism: JP highlighted how poliƟcal parƟes manipulate public opinion 

through half-truths, empty promises, and divisive rhetoric. 
 Second, centralisaƟon of power: Parliamentary democracy, according to JP, concentrates power in 

the state, weakening intermediary insƟtuƟons between ciƟzens and the naƟonal government. 
 Third, financial costs of elecƟons: JP criƟqued the exorbitant cost of elecƟons, tethering democracy 

to moneyed interests and large organisaƟons. 

(His concerns resonate today as India debates ONOE and its implications for democratic representation) 
 
Shortcomings in the ONOE Consultation Process 
 Failed to meet the standards of inclusivity outlined in the Pre-LegislaƟve ConsultaƟon Policy, 2014, 

which mandates: 
1. Minimum 30-day ConsultaƟon Period: The high-level commiƩee issued a public noƟce on 

January 5, 2024, with a deadline of January 15, providing only 10 days for public feedback. This 
undermines the spirit of the 2014 policy. 

2. Lack of Explanatory Material: No explanatory notes or background papers were shared. This 
limited public understanding of the proposal’s scope and implicaƟons. 

3. Framing of QuesƟons: CiƟzens were asked to provide simple ‘yes/no’ responses on supporƟng 
ONOE, giving the impression that the decision was already predetermined. 

Challenges to Representative Democracy 
 ONOE raises significant concerns about the representaƟve nature of Indian democracy: 

1. CentralisaƟon vs. Federalism: Synchronised elecƟons risk centralising power, overshadowing 
state-specific issues with naƟonal narraƟves and undermining the federal spirit of the 
ConsƟtuƟon. 

2. Inclusivity and ParƟcipaƟon: The rushed process sidelines ciƟzens’ voices, weakening 
democraƟc inclusivity and reducing trust in the system. 

3. Electoral Accountability: Frequent elecƟons, while resource-intensive, ensure regular 
government evaluaƟon by voters. Simultaneous elecƟons could reduce this accountability, 
weakening democraƟc oversight. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF HOLDING JUDGES ACCOUNTABLE 
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Judicial Bias and Accountability: 
 The Case of JusƟce Shekhar Kumar Yadav 
 This incident has reignited concerns about the accountability mechanisms for judges of the higher 

judiciary in India. 

 
Current Mechanism for Judicial Accountability 
 Under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, a judge’s removal requires proof of "misbehaviour or 

incapacity" determined by a three-member commiƩee comprising a Supreme Court judge, a High 
Court Chief JusƟce, and an eminent jurist. 

 This process is iniƟated only aŌer an impeachment moƟon is moved and admiƩed in either the Lok 
Sabha or the Rajya Sabha. 

●  ArƟcles 124(4), 124(5), 217, and 218 of the ConsƟtuƟon, along with the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 
provide the legal basis for this mechanism. 

●  Parliament must approve the impeachment with a two-thirds majority or an absolute 
majority in each House. 

 
Justice V. Ramaswami’s Case: A Precedent 
 JusƟce V. Ramaswami was the first Supreme Court judge 

to face impeachment for extravagant spending on his 
official residence without due process. 

●  A three-member panel found him guilty, leading the 
then Chief JusƟce of India (CJI) to stop assigning him 
cases. 

●  Despite the findings, the impeachment moƟon 
failed in the Lok Sabha in 1993 due to abstenƟons by the ruling Congress. 

●  JusƟce Ramaswami conƟnued in office unƟl his reƟrement, retaining all post-reƟrement 
benefits. 

 
Resignations Before Accountability 
 Two other prominent judges faced impeachment proceedings but resigned before the process could 

conclude: 
1. JusƟce Soumitra Sen (CalcuƩa High Court): Found guilty of misappropriaƟng ₹33.23 lakh in 

1983, JusƟce Sen resigned in 2011 aŌer the Rajya Sabha voted for his removal. 
2. JusƟce P.D. Dinakaran (Sikkim High Court): Accused of grave misconduct, including land-

grabbing, JusƟce Dinakaran resigned in 2011 on the day the inquiry panel was to convene. 
 These resignaƟons aborted the accountability process, allowing judges to retain post-reƟrement 

benefits and evade full scruƟny. 

Calls for Continued Investigations 
 ResignaƟons should not terminate invesƟgaƟons. 
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●  Accountability involves both proving misconduct (ArƟcle 124(5)) and impeachment (ArƟcle 
124(4)). 

●  The goal is not just removal but restoring public trust in the judiciary. 
 RTI peƟƟons by journalist V. Venkatesan revealed correspondence among members of the Dinakaran 

inquiry panel, emphasizing the need to conƟnue invesƟgaƟons post-resignaƟon. However, Rajya 
Sabha Chairperson Hamid Ansari rejected the request to proceed. 

 
Challenges in Judicial Accountability 
 The current system disproporƟonately shields judges: 

●  Unlike elected officials, judges retain post-reƟrement perks even if they resign during 
invesƟgaƟons. 

●  The process is suscepƟble to poliƟcal influences, as seen in the failure of JusƟce Ramaswami’s 
impeachment despite adverse findings. 

 
Reforming Judicial Accountability 
 To ensure accountability, the judicial inquiry process must: 

1. ConƟnue Post-ResignaƟon: ResignaƟons should not abort invesƟgaƟons or shield judges from 
scruƟny. 

2. Strengthen Mechanisms: Amend the Judges (Inquiry) Act to allow independent invesƟgaƟons 
without requiring impeachment moƟons. 
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ACCELERATED MOVEMENT: LOGISTICS SECTOR HIGH ON DELIVERY, LOW ON COST 

 
 In 2024, India’s logisƟcs sector made strides toward achieving the goals of the NaƟonal LogisƟcs 

Policy (NLP), launched in 2022. Efforts focused on reducing logisƟcs costs from 10-14%, improving 
efficiency, and leveraging digital reforms like the Unified 
LogisƟcs Interface Plaƞorm (ULIP). These developments 
followed India’s elevaƟon to the 38th rank in the World 
Bank LogisƟcs Performance Index 2023. 

 LogisƟcs encompasses planning, coordinaƟng, storing, 
and moving resources —people, raw materials, 
inventory, equipment, etc., from one locaƟon to 
another, from the producƟon points to consumpƟon, 
distribuƟon, or other producƟon points. 
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Key Achievements 
 Launch of PM GaƟ ShakƟ in 2021 for infrastructure development. 
 Over 614 enƟƟes registered on ULIP, with 57 live applicaƟons supporƟng cross-border trade, last-

mile delivery, and reverse logisƟcs. 
 IntroducƟon of the NLP Marine Policy to enhance port-related logisƟcs. 
 ElectrificaƟon of railway lines for faster freight movement. 
 Reduced truck waiƟng Ɵmes at state borders. Increased truck travel distances to 300-325 km per day, 

cuƫng logisƟcs costs significantly. 

 
Challenges and Future Prospects 
 Skill Development and OperaƟonal Efficiency: 

●  Workforce upskilling and streamlining operaƟons 
●  Policies supporƟng warehousing (e.g., infrastructure status, expanded FDI) are criƟcal for mulƟ-

client warehousing growth. 
 Pending Reforms: 

●  ImplementaƟon of the Indian Port Bill. 
●  Speeding up mariƟme connecƟvity projects 
●  TransiƟoning from land-based to coastal transportaƟon. 

 
Way Forward: 
 Advanced digiƟzaƟon and data transparency will redefine efficiency. 
 Government iniƟaƟves like UDAN and producƟvity-linked incenƟves will drive faster deliveries and 

export expansion. 
 With an 11.1% rise in capital expenditure for infrastructure, the sector is a cornerstone of India’s 

ambiƟon to become a $5-trillion economy by 2027. 

 
Prelims Practice Question 
Q.1  Consider the following Statements with respect to National Logistics Policy : 

1. It deals with logisƟcal challenges of both naƟonal and internaƟonal trade. 
2. India currently has higher share of rail than road in transportaƟon of goods. 
3. WTO releases LogisƟcs Performance Index to measure logisƟcs ease across countries. 

Select the Correct Code: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) All 1,2 and 3 
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SUEZ CANAL’S NEW 10-KM EXTENSION WITNESSES TRIAL RUN 
 

      

 
 Egypt has tested a 10-kilometre extension of the Suez Canal to enhance navigaƟonal safety, minimise 

the impact of currents, and increase the canal’s capacity. 

 
Challenge: 
 The canal has faced challenges like ships running aground due to strong winds and sandstorms. 
 In 2021, the Ever Given incident blocked the canal for nearly a week, causing trade disrupƟons worth 

billions of dollars. 
 

Other Challenges: 
 Revenue from the canal has dropped by up to 70% since last year, according to the IMF, due to aƩacks 

on Red Sea shipping by Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi rebels. 
 These aƩacks have forced companies to alter routes, reducing the canal's share of global mariƟme 

trade, which once accounted for 10% of total trade. 
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ISRO TO SIGN OFF 2024 WITH SPACE DOCKING EXPERIMENT MISSION TODAY 
 
 ISRO is set to end the year with the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX mission, launching on Monday at 9:58 p.m. 

from Sriharikota. 
 The mission will mark India's first-ever Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX), showcasing in-space 

docking between two small satellites, Chaser (SDX01) and Target (SDX02). 
 The docking is expected in the first week of January aŌer precision maneuvers and gradual orbital 

adjustments. 
 The mission also includes 24 PS4-Orbital Experiment Module payloads. 

 
Prelims Practice Question 
Q.2  What is the primary objective of the SpaDeX mission? 

(a) TesƟng satellite navigaƟon systems 
(b) DemonstraƟng in-space docking technology 
(c) Launching a lunar rover 
(d) Improving interplanetary communicaƟon 
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