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Introduction: The Rohingya Crisis: A Global Issue 
 The Rohingya are the world’s largest 

stateless populaƟon (~2.8 million). 
 Persecuted in Myanmar; vicƟms of 

genocidal violence. 
 Nearly 22,500 Rohingya refugees reside in 

India (UNHCR data). 
 Recent report by The Azadi Project and 

Refugees InternaƟonal highlights gross 
human rights violaƟons. 

 
International Protections : International Laws Protecting Refugees 
 1951 Refugee ConvenƟon: Principle of nonrefoulement prohibits deporƟng individuals to where they 

face persecuƟon. 
 Recognized as customary internaƟonal law; binding even on non-signatories. 
 Other Instruments: 

• InternaƟonal Covenant on Civil and PoliƟcal Rights (ArƟcle 7). 
• ConvenƟon on the Rights of the Child. 
• InternaƟonal ConvenƟon on the EliminaƟon of All Forms of Racial DiscriminaƟon 

 
India’s Refugee Policy: India’s Legal Stance 
 India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee ConvenƟon or its 1967 Protocol.  
 DomesƟc laws like the Foreigners Act, 1946, and Passport Act, 1967, classify Rohingya as “illegal 

migrants.” 
 Supreme Court rulings: 

• Rejected plea to prevent deportaƟon of Rohingya refugees (2021). 
• Dismissed PIL to admit Rohingya children to schools (2024). 

 
India’s International Obligations : Commitments Under Other Treaties 
 InternaƟonal Covenant on Civil and PoliƟcal Rights: Prohibits torture or cruel treatment. 

• Supreme Court precedents: Apply internaƟonal norms in absence of domesƟc laws (e.g., 
Vishaka case). 

• ArƟcle 51(c) of the ConsƟtuƟon: ObligaƟon to promote respect for internaƟonal law. 

 
Existing Concerns : Challenges for Rohingya Refugees in India 
 Lack of a standardised refugee policy leads to inconsistent treatment. 
 Arbitrary detenƟon and dehumanising condiƟons in camps (e.g., MaƟa Transit Camp). 
 CiƟzenship Amendment Act, 2019 excludes Muslim minoriƟes. 
 Civil society organisaƟons face funding restricƟons under FCRA 
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Key Findings of the Report : Azadi Project and Refugees International Report 
 Gross violaƟons of consƟtuƟonal and human rights. 
 Arbitrary detenƟon of refugees, even aŌer serving sentences. 
 Lack of legal aid and representaƟon. 
 DetenƟon centres: Poor living condiƟons impacƟng women and children. 

 
Moving Forward : Recommendations 
 Establish a domesƟc refugee law to ensure standardised treatment. 
 Uphold principles of non-refoulement as part of customary internaƟonal law. 
 Improve living condiƟons in detenƟon centres. 
 Strengthen legal aid and support for refugees. 
 Reassess policies to align with internaƟonal human rights obligaƟons 
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STATES AND THE DANGER OF POORLY MANUFACTURED DRUGS 

 
 

Introduction 
 Context: Rising incidents of NSQ drugs in India. 
 Recent Example: Deaths in Ballari, Karnataka due to contaminated drugs. 
 Problem: Regulatory gaps due to the Drugs and CosmeƟcs Act, 1940. 

 
 
Regulatory Challenges 
 Licensing and InspecƟon: 

• Companies licensed and inspected only by their home State. 
• Cross-border issues with NSQ drugs flooding other States. 

 Karnataka Case Study: 
• 601 of 894 NSQ drug samples were from outside Karnataka. 
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 Enforcement LimitaƟons: 
• Criminal prosecuƟons are slow. 
• States lack power to act against out-ofState manufacturers. 

 
Proposed Solutions 

1. Enhanced InformaƟon Sharing 
• Centralised database for drug test results across States. 
• Risk-based enforcement decisions using naƟonal data. 

2.  Inspection and Licensing Reports 
• Centralised repository of inspecƟon and licensing data. 
• Helps procurement agencies verify manufacturer claims. 

3.  Blacklist Register 
• Union Ministry to maintain a central register of blacklisted manufacturers. 
• Ensures transparency in public procurement. 

 
State-Level Empowerment 
 Grant Legal Powers: 

• Allow States to block sales from out-of-State manufacturers under invesƟgaƟon. 
 LegislaƟve Reform: 

• Amend the Drugs and CosmeƟcs Act, 1940. 
• IniƟaƟve must come from the Union Health Ministry. 

 
Benefits of Reforms 
 Improved drug quality across the naƟon. 
 ProtecƟon of public health and safety. 
 Reduced incidents of spurious or substandard drugs. 
 Strengthened trust in public healthcare systems. 

 
Conclusion 
 Urgent Need: Regulatory reforms to address gaps in drug quality control. 
 Way Forward: CollaboraƟon between States and the Union Health Ministry. 
 Commitment: Karnataka to support iniƟaƟves for improved drug regulaƟon. 
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GRAVE NEW WORLD :  
HUMAN –INDUCED LOSS OF ELDERS THREATENS VARIOUS SPECIES 

 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! — 

TATHASTU IC
S


