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On India’s obligations towards the Rohingya

What has a recent repont by The Azadi Project and Refugees International sai
reside in India? What does the 1951 Refugee Convention stat

EXPLAINER

Blaumik

‘The story so far:
recent study exanining the
plight of Rohingya refugees
detained in lndia, conducted
jointhy by The Azack Project

and Refugees International has

highlighted “gross violations af
comstitutional and haman righes" and
criticised India’s “failure to uphold its
nhligs 5 under internarional human
rights treaties.” Based on interviews with
detainess, their Bamilies, and legal

represeniatives., the report reveals thar “a

significant number of Rohingya refugess

continue to be ipcarcerated even alter
serving their prescribed senfences

How are Rohingya refugees protected
under international law?
The Rohingya people of Myacmar
constitute the world's largest stateless
population, estimated to number
approximately 2.8 million. Dended
ud.nenahjp arud subjected to decades of
persecution by Myanmar’s suthorities,
majority of the Rohingya have been
compelled 1o flee their hameland due o
penocidal violence. At present, thew are
dispersed across multiple countries.
Acoording mo the Tinited irns High
Commissioner fior Refugees (UNHOR),
nearly 2, 5300 Rohingya refugees
currently reside in India.
The 1951 Refugee Conventi
19467 Protocel enshrine the p
non-refoulement., which prohibits States
fromn expelling individuals under thelr
Jurisdiction when substantial evidence
suggests they would face pemnum,
torture, or other severe human righ
violations upon return. This prineiple lsa
comerstone of human rights,
bumanitarian, and refigee law, Moreover,
its status as customar
impeses binding obl
regardicss of f
the United Narinns High Commissioner
tor Human Rights has reiterated that “the
principle is characterised by irs ahsalue
TUHUTE Withrar any exceprion”.
Addirionalty, in a 2007 advisory opinion,
the UNHCK affirmed that
nom-refoulement constitires cusiomary
law and is binding on all states, incduding
those ol parties to the
Convention or the 19657 Protocal,

What is India’s stand?

As India is neither a signatory to the
Refiggee Convention nor a party to key
iternational instruments, such as the
Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel; Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
o Punishment and the Interruational
Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforeed Disappearance, it
maintains that it hears no legal ohligation
tey prowide asylum or adhere to the
principle af non-refoakement., Indin
crtinues o detain Rohingya refigees
urndler archaic domestic legal framewaorks,
notably the Foreigners Act, 1946, and the
Passport Act. 1967, These legislations
confer sweeplng executive powvers o
regulate the presence of forsigners amnd
enable authorities o categorise Rohingya
refugees as “lllegal migrants”

n response o a public interest
litigation (PIL) in the Supreme Coust
seeking the release of detained Rohingya
refugees, the Centre clarified in March
that while they are entitled to the right to
lifee umder article 21 of the Constitution,
they do nng possess the right fo reside or
settle in Inclia. In 2021, the top court in
Muohammisd Sofimullah and Ane versus
i of Tnidi, rejected a plea o prevent
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ON INDIA’S OBLIGATIONS TOWARDS THE ROHINGYA

the deportation of 170 Rohingya refugees
detained n Srinagar accepting the
Centre's nathonal security concemns,

In Ocrober 2024, the Delhi High Court
dismilssed a PIL seeking divections we the
authrerides to adimdt Bohingyva vefugee
children in local scheols, The court noted
tha the matter ivolved international
Implications and required a pollcy
decision to be taken by the governmaent.

What are India’s international
obligations?
The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, ta which India is & party,
implicitly obligates member states under
Article 7 o refrain from refouling
individuals ro places where they ma
torture or cruel, inhuman., or degra
treatment. The UN [Human Rights
Committes has unequivecally afirmed
this interpretatbon. Sioilarly, the principle
of non-refoulement is enshrined in other
significant international instruments,
including the nternational Comvention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimina and the C aom on the
Rights of the Child, both of which India
hias Tarified.

Further, the Comvention Against
Torture makes an cxpress mention of
non-refoulement under Arficle 3. While

Tndia’s position as & signatory bot not 3
ratifer renders its provisions
non-binding, any deviation from the

Diestitute Hving: A general veew of Rohingya camps area near

heen Bagh in

convention's principies would
compromise the commitnrent ndia
demonstrated by signing the treaty,

Although India Iacks a domestic
refugee law, the Supreme Court in
larsdmark rulings such as Vistaka & Ors,
versus State of Rajasthar (1097) and
National Legal Services Authority versus
Urrign of didia (2004}, has afirmed that w
the absence of domoestic legislation on a
matter, international conventions acud
norms must he applied by municipal
courts to ensure the dignity of human life.
Addittonally, Article Slic) of the
Canstiution mandates that the state must
strivie tn promote respect for international
lorar and treaty abligations,

Sewveral Fiigh Coures in Tndia have also
inrerprered the principle onf
noprrefoulement as integral 1o Article 21
of the Conssitution, which guarantees the
rlghit to life and personal Hberty, Motable
examples include the Gujarat High
Court’s decision in Keaer Abbas Hahib Al
Cretaifi versus Union of Irdia (1998) and
the Delhi High Court's maling i Dorgh
Liczrs Kheern versus Ureivn of India (2015),
both of which invalved refugees from
different countries seeking protection
from departation.

‘What are the existing concerns?

The ahsence of a sendardised refuges
policy has led go rhe disparate rearment
af different refuges populations, driven

) Dl an December §

ATHISHERHAT HASHYAP

T India's shifting geopolitcal and
diplomatic interests. While groups such as
the Tiletans, Sl Lankans, and Afghans
are granted refuges certificares or
long-term visas by the government, most
Bohingya refugees — despite being
registered with the UNHER - often face
arbitrary detention and eriminal
Imprisonment, Further, the controversial
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019,
excludes perseeuted Muslim minorities
such as the Rohingym, from its ambit.

The lack of legal representation and aid
for detained Rohingya refuge s poscs
A severe concern. The teport by Azadi
Project and Refugees International
highlights thar civil society arganisarions.
working on behalf of Rohingya refugees in
Tnddia are starved of fumding as mast
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
licences that allow for the receipd of
foretzn funding have been revoled, This
has made Jawvers reluctant to take on
cases involving the !{ohmg);l. Fearing
potential repercissions,

Moveover, detention centres housing
Ruhingya n'_fuhul_s including pregnant

dehumanising living conditions. In light of

the appalling conditions at the Matia
Transit Camp, the Supreme Court in
Dtaber. ditecred the Assam Seate Legal
Services to conduct surprise visits anch
evalite the conditions in which the
retiigees are livimg.

about Indias refugee policy for the Rohingya people? How many Rohingya refugees
Does India have a domestic refugee law?

THE GIST

-

A recent study sxamining the
pligat af Aahingya ref
detained in india, conducted
jninthy by The Azec Project and
Refugees international has
highlighted "gross violations of
conatitutional 2ad human
Tights” and criticisad India’s
“failure to uphold its

under infermational

s India is neither a signatory
to the Refugre Convention ror
2 party to key intemational
Instrurments, (¢ malntains that
it beansno legal obligation to
e asylurm or adhere 1o

non-refoabement,
-

The report highlights that civil
saciaty crganisatians working

on pehalf of Rolngya refugees
in India are starved of funding
as mast Forelgn Cantrlbution

IRegulation) Act licences that

aliow for the receipt of fareign
Funding hivee been revked
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+ The Rohingya are the world’s largest
stateless population (~2.8 million).

% Persecuted in Myanmar; victims of
genocidal violence.

+* Nearly 22,500 Rohingya refugees reside in
India (UNHCR data).

** Recent report by The Azadi Project and
Refugees International highlights gross
human rights violations.

International Protections : International Laws Protecting Refugees

/7

+» 1951 Refugee Convention: Principle of nonrefoulement prohibits deporting individuals to where they
face persecution.
» Recognized as customary international law; binding even on non-signatories.

*

L)

*,

*

¢+ Other Instruments:

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 7).

e Convention on the Rights of the Child.

¢ International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

-,

India’s Refugee Policy: India’s Legal Stance

¢ India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention or its 1967 Protocol.
+»+» Domestic laws like the Foreigners Act, 1946, and Passport Act, 1967, classify Rohingya as “illegal
migrants.”
+» Supreme Court rulings:
e Rejected plea to prevent deportation of Rohingya refugees (2021).

e Dismissed PIL to admit Rohingya children to schools (2024).

India’s International Obligations : Commitments Under Other Treaties

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Prohibits torture or cruel treatment.
e Supreme Court precedents: Apply international norms in absence of domestic laws (e.g.,
Vishaka case).
e Article 51(c) of the Constitution: Obligation to promote respect for international law.

Existing Concerns : Challenges for Rohingya Refugees in India
+»+ Lack of a standardised refugee policy leads to inconsistent treatment.
¢ Arbitrary detention and dehumanising conditions in camps (e.g., Matia Transit Camp).
+»+ Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 excludes Muslim minorities.
¢+ Civil society organisations face funding restrictions under FCRA
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+»* Gross violations of constitutional and human rights.

<+ Arbitrary detention of refugees, even after serving sentences.

e Lack of legal aid and representation.

++» Detention centres: Poor living conditions impacting women and children.

Moving Forward : Recommendations

+»+ Establish a domestic refugee law to ensure standardised treatment.

++» Uphold principles of non-refoulement as part of customary international law.
+ Improve living conditions in detention centres.

%+ Strengthen legal aid and support for refugees.

+» Reassess policies to align with international human rights obligations
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ver the last few years, there have been a may help improve the quality of drugs across the to validate the claims of pharmaceutical
0 number of incidents across India country, is to promote greater information companies located outside Karnataka when
involving not of standard quality (NSQ) sharing between the drug control departments of | making public procurement decisions. This
drugs, the most recent being the deaths of five State governments and various public impacts public health.
young mothers in Ballari district, Karnataka, procurement agencies. Currently, there is no way Apart from inspection and test reports, it
allegedly due to contaminated drugs for drug inspectors of the Karnataka Drugs would also help if the Union Ministry of Health
manufactured by a pharmaceutical company in Dinesh Gundu Control Department or the Karnataka State could create a central register which records all
West Bengal. Rao Medical Supplies Corporation Ltd. (KSMSCL) to pharmaceutical manufacturers blacklisted by
Due to the unique nature of India’s Drugs and Health Minister verify the antecedents of pharmaceutical different procurement agencies for supplying
Cosmetics Act, 1940, the pharmaceutical Karnataks manufacturers located outside our State. For NSQ drugs. This would be very helpful in
company located in West Bengal can sell its drugs example, it would be of great help if all central weeding out the bad players from the market and
in all States across the country, despite being and State drug testing laboratories made available | improving the quality of drugs available in public
licensed and inspected only by drug inspectors in their test results in a centralised database. This hospitals.
the State where its manufacturing facility is would enable a drug inspector or a procurement Most tenders require pharmaceutical
located. Since each State is responsible for official in Karnataka or any other State to track companies to disclose if they have been
licensing and inspecting pharmaceutical the number of times a pharmaceutical company’s | blacklisted by any entity. But, currently, there is
manufacturing units located within its territory, it drugs have failed testing across the country in no way for procurement officers to verify the
means that there is little that States such as any government laboratory. It will become easier authenticity of this information independently.
Karnataka can do to stop poorly manufactured for drug inspectors to adopt a risk-based
drugs from other States flooding their approach while making enforcement and States and legal powers
pharmacies. Data supports this assertion. Out of procurement decisions. A third simple reform is to equip individual States
the 894 samples randomly tested by our State with the legal powers to block manufacturers
drug laboratories over the last three years, an Have a centralised database from outside the State to continue selling drugs
overwhelming 601 samples that failed testing Similarly, it would be very helpful if all State drug | within their State, while they are under
were from manufacturers located in States other inspectors made available inspection reports and investigation for the sale of drugs that may have
than Karnataka. licensing information for all manufacturers in caused deaths or other serious adverse events to
their respective States in one centralised patients within the State. State drug controllers
Information sharing is a way out database. By making available this informationin | should have the power to bar pharmaceutical
The only regulatory tool at the disposal of my a single database, it will become easier for manufacturers, located out of State, from selling
department to deal with these NSQ drugs procurement agencies such as the KSMSCL to their drugs within their State until the
manufactured outside Karnataka is to prosecute verify the antecedents of pharmaceutical manufacturer is able to demonstrate that it has
the pharmaceutical company. But criminal companies before purchasing drugs from them rectified the problems that led to the
prosecutions take a very long time. During the and avoid scenarios such as the recent scandal in manufacture of NSQ drugs.
pendency of the trial, there is nothing that we in Maharashtra where dubious suppliers sold However, since the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
Karnataka can do to stop the pharmaceutical spurious antibiotics to a public hospital. Such a 1940 is central legislation, there is little that an
company from continuing to manufacture and database will also help procurement officers to individual State such as Karnataka can do to
sell its drugs within Karnataka. As in the law, only understand the quality of inspections across amend the law or its enforcement in other states.
the drug inspectors in the home States of these States and prioritise manufacturers from States The initiative for legislative reform must come
pharmaceutical companies can take steps to The Union with a reputation for conducting more rigorous from the Union Health Ministry. Karnataka will be
cancel or suspend their manufacturing licences. - ‘ inspections of their manufacturing units. In the happy to support any reforms that will help
Given this reality of drug regulatory laws in India, 8OV ernmenF absence of such a verifiable database, most improve the quality of drugs in Karnataka and
it is imperative that we think of solutions to must help States | procurement agencies have to just take the word | across the country,
improve the situation urgently. to improve of pharmaceutical companies submitting tenders. I will shortly write a letter to the Union Health
A simple and cost-effective measure, which drug quality | The KSMSCL does not have an independent way Minister, J.P. Nadda, to address this critical issue.

Introduction
+»+ Context: Rising incidents of NSQ drugs in India.

+* Recent Example: Deaths in Ballari, Karnataka due to contaminated drugs.
+* Problem: Regulatory gaps due to the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

: e podlutil”

b )

Regulatory Challenges
¢+ Licensing and Inspection:

e Companies licensed and inspected only by their home State.

e Cross-border issues with NSQ drugs flooding other States.
++» Karnataka Case Study:

e 601 of 894 NSQ drug samples were from outside Karnataka.
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+» Enforcement Limitations:
e Criminal prosecutions are slow.
e States lack power to act against out-ofState manufacturers.

Proposed Solutions
1. Enhanced Information Sharing
e Centralised database for drug test results across States.
¢ Risk-based enforcement decisions using national data.

2. Inspection and Licensing Reports
¢ Centralised repository of inspection and licensing data.
¢ Helps procurement agencies verify manufacturer claims.

3. Blacklist Register
¢ Union Ministry to maintain a central register of blacklisted manufacturers.
e Ensures transparency in public procurement.

State-Level Empowerment
++ Grant Legal Powers:
¢ Allow States to block sales from out-of-State manufacturers under investigation.
+ Legislative Reform:
¢ Amend the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.
¢ Initiative must come from the Union Health Ministry.

Benefits of Reforms

« Improved drug quality across the nation.
+»+ Protection of public health and safety.

)

®
%

Reduced incidents of spurious or substandard drugs.
+»+ Strengthened trust in public healthcare systems.

Conclusion

|

L)

Urgent Need: Regulatory reforms to address gaps in drug quality control.

*0

+* Way Forward: Collaboration between States and the Union Health Ministry.
% Commitment: Karnataka to support initiatives for improved drug regulation.
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OTHER ARTICLES

onths after ousted Bangladesh Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina fled to New

Delhi seeking exile during

anti-government protests in August
2024, Bangladesh, on December 23, 2024,
formally asked India to extradite her for “judicial
process”, Dhaka sent a note verbale to India’s
External Affairs Ministry on the same day, with
the Press Secretary to Bangladesh's Chief Adviser
saying, “We want our relations with India to be
based on fairness, equality and dignity”, ahead of
India's Foreign Secretary’s visit to Bangladesh
with the hope of rekindling constructive relations
between the two countries.

Ms. Hasina was declared an absconder for not
surrendering after leaving Dhaka on August 5,
2024. A first information report was filed on
August 13, 2024 against her and other former
associates. She has been charged with conspiracy
to eliminate the students involved in protests, and
the mistreatment and the killing of hundreds of
the protesters, which are labelled as genocide
and crimes against humanity. The state
machinery is working to collect credible and
probative facts for the prosecution to make a
strong and winnable case against her. The
Dhaka-based International Crimes Tribunal on
October 17 issued arrest warrants for Ms, Hasina
and 45 others including former Cabinet ministers,
advisers and military and civil officials. On
November 18, the Tribunal gave the investigation
authority a month's time, with the date of
December 17, 2024 for them to wrap up the
investigation. A charge sheet will be filed soon.

Trial in absentia

Int common law jurisdictions, a trial cannot
commence in absentia of an accused. To
commence this trial, Ms. Hasina must be present
before the court and participate either physically
or virtually.

As an alternative to this, in some jurisdictions,
a lawyer can be presumed to have constructive
presence, but it is still contentious in common
law jurisdictions. However, Section 339 B of the
Code of Criminal Procedure 1898 of Bangladesh
says that an accused person can be tried in their
absence. Regarding a hearing in absence of an
accused, the International Criminal Court (ICC)
also has a recent precedent, when on October 29,
2024, its Pre-Trial Chamber Il issued a decision
to hold a confirmation of charges hearing for
suspect Joseph Kony in his absence. Kony,
suspected of 36 counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity in northern Uganda, was
absconding for 19 years.

As a matter of fact, Bangladesh appears to be
an apt place for trial, as alleged acts have been
committed there along with the presence of
evidence and victims. While Bangladesh has
asked India to extradite Ms. Hasina via a
diplomatic channel, the Indian government has
not yet commented on this. Although there is an
obligation on the state under customary
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Bangladesh
must
understand that
Sheikh Hasina
must have a
fair trial while
India needs o
make room for
Bangladesh
state agencies
to conduct this

(lemand

international law under the aut dedere aut
judicare principle to “either extradite or
prosecute” any accused facing a grave
international crime such as genocide, war crimes,
crimes against humanity, enforced disappearance
or torture, India is not obliged to extradite Ms.
Hasina to Bangladesh.

India’s potential defences

India has neither aided, abetted, solicited nor is

complicit in the alleged crimes of Ms, Hasina. In

2013, India concluded a bilateral extradition

treaty with Bangladesh. It has the Indian

Extradition Act 1962, which authoritatively

provides a framework for the extradition of

nationals and non-nationals. In this case,

Bangladesh is the requesting state and India is the

requested state. The requested state can take two

defences, which bar the claim of Bangladesh to
get an extradiion. First, India can argue that Ms.

Hasina has committed political offences, which

are a legitimate ground to reject such a proposal,

However, this argument does not look plausible.

At least, prima facie there will be no takers to say

that the acts of Ms. Hasina appear to be a political

offence. Long before her ouster there were
reparts by Amnesty International, Human Rights

Watch and many other organisations that her

regime was involved in state-sponsored violence

against the civilian population such as torture,
| enforced disappearance, persecution and other
inhuman acts of high gravity, Therefore, at least,
whether she has committed such crimes or not
can only be decided by a fair trial.

Second, common law follows the rule of
non-inquiry. It means that, traditionally,
extradition is the executive’s discretion, and the
person concerned cannot seek intervention of
the municipal court. However, this practice does
not have much support now. Nevertheless, Ms.
Hasina, though not an Indian citizen, is still
protected by Articles 20 and 21 of the Indian
Constitution. In National Human Rights
Commission vs State Of Arunachal Pradesh & Anr.
(1996), the Supreme Court of India ruled that
even a non-citizen is entitled to get protection of
Article 21 as it uses the term "person’. Based on
the current situation and the past record of
Bangladesh on torture and prison conditions, the
Court would have reasonable basis to protect Ms.
Hasina and bar the Indian government from
extraditing her to Bangladesh.

There is, however, a way ahead. The Indian
government can allow an in-houise arrest of Ms.
Hasina in India in the same condition she is
staying in and ensure that she participates in her
trial through video conferencing with a lawyer of
her choice physically present before a Bangladesh
court. After this, India can assure Bangladesh that
it will fully cooperate in the investigation and
evidence gathering.

Bangladesh authorities must have access to Ms.
Hasina with prior notice. In case the judgment is
against her, then too, based on the sentencing

, India’s options

agreement, she can undergo her sentencing in
India. This measure shows bona fide intent on
behalf of India and demonstrates compliance
with Article 2(4) of the UN Charter, while
safeguarding the risk to and the concerns of the
accused.

Ms. Hasina is no longer in power and
considering her old age and infirmity, any
extraneous treatment is not justifiable for her
well-being. She has the right to human rights.
This can be achieved through reason and a
far-sighted approach. Polemics and emotional
arguments can have long-time and serious
consequences for India-Bangladesh ties.
Bangladesh must understand that Ms, Hasina's
trial is important and that she must not be
available to face the brunt of vengeance. At the
same time, India needs to make room for
Bangladesh state agencies to operate and conduct
her trial successfully. If this works out, it will
show to the international community, a
collaborative approach to fair trial as well,

1CC's jurisdiction, alternative solution
Bangladesh is the 111th state party to the Rome
Statute of the ICC. This could be a matter before
the ICC, based on Articles 5, 11 and 12 of the Rome
Statute, and for fulfilling the ICC’s criteria of
jurisdictions, i.e., material, personal, territorial,
and temporal, as follows: being a ‘crimes against
humanity’, it passes the threshold of gravity
(material); it is committed by a citizen of a state
party (personal); committed in the territory of
Bangladesh (territorial); and occurred after 2002
{temporal). The ICC is a court of last resort, and it
must supplement, rather than supplant, national
jurisdiction. Its jurisdiction is based on the
principle of complementarity, as per Article 17. As
Bangladesh has started this trial at the domestic
level, the ICC has no reason to intervene.

However, Article 53 of the Rome Statute, when
read with Article 17, shows that if an accused's
rights are in danger, and if proceedings are not
conducted independently and impartially, and
are conducted in a manner which, in the
circumstances, is inconsistent with an intent to
bring the person concerned to justice, then there
is reasonable ground to believe that the interests
of the accused are in grave danger. Ms. Hasina
will not be able to get her rights of impartial and
independent judicial authority under Article 14 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) read with Article 21(3) of the Rome
Statute. In that case, the Office of the Prosecutor
of the ICC (OTP), under Article 15, can start a
preliminary examination. Therefore, as an
alternative to the first suggestion, it can be
possible that under Article 14 of the Rome
Statute, Bangladesh can refer this matter to the
1CC, or under Article 15 there can be a proprio
motu preliminary examination by the OTP. Ms.
Hasina can surrender to the ICC with an
assurance that she must not be extradited to
Bangladesh.

Q 9560300770

HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

www.tathastuics.com @ support@tathastuics.com




TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

’

ogfﬁriﬁmrt anbmdi

AP MncL.J_L

A 4

: (bRP§>

2) Exn W T#Ao
ISRO’s docking mission on;
spacecraft reach right orbit

Hemanth C.S.
SRIHARIKOTA

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) suc-
cessfully launched the
Space Docking Experiment
(SpaDeX) mission on
Monday.

The PSLV C60 rocket
carrying two small satel-
lites, SDX01 (Chaser) and
SDXO02 (Target), along with
24 payloads, litfted off from
the first launchpad of the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota at 10
p-m. About 15 minutes af-
ter lift-off, the two small
spacecraft weighing about
220 kg each were launched
into a 475-km circular orbit
as intended.

“The rocket has placed
the satellites in the right or-
bit which is into a 475-km
circular orbit. The space-
craft’s solar panels have
been deployed successful-
ly. The two SpaDeX satel-
lites have moved one be-
hind another so over a

Lift off: The PSLV-C60 mission lifting off from the spaceport in
Sriharikota on Monday night. B. VELANKANNI RA

up further distance; the
distance will increase by
20 km over the next few
days and then the rendez-
vous and docking process
will start. The docking pro-
cess can happen in anoth-
er one week; the nominal
time will be approximately
January 7,” said ISRO Chair-
man S Somanth.

With the SpaDeX mis-
sion, the ISRO aims to exhi-
bit technologies needed
for spacecraft rendezvous,

using two small satellites
which have been mastered
by only an elite group of
spacefaring nations.

The demonstration of
this technology is essential
for futuristic missions, in-
cluding sending an Indian
astronaut to the moon,
sample return from the
moon, and the building
and operation of an Indian
space station.

CONTINUED ON

period of time it will pick docking, and undocking » PAGE 10
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