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MAINTAIN STATUS QUO ON WELL NEAR SAMBHAL MOSQUE, DIRECTS SC

 
 The Supreme Court directed maintaining the status quo on a well near the Shahi Jama Masjid in 

Sambhal, 
 UƩar Pradesh, ciƟng its historical significance. 
 The mosque management commiƩee claimed the well is partly within mosque premises and raised 

concerns over its reclassificaƟon as "Hari Mandir" for religious acƟviƟes. 
 The Court instructed the respondents, including local authoriƟes, to file counter-affidavits and status 

reports within two weeks and restrained any acƟvity at the site without court permission. 
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 The case follows earlier violence in Sambhal over claims that the mosque was built on a 16th-
century temple, prompƟng the Court to stay local civil proceedings and ensure administraƟve 
neutrality. 

 The maƩer is scheduled for hearing on February 25, 2025. 

 
What is the controversy around the Sambhal mosque? 
 A peƟƟon filed in Sambhal claims the 16th-century Jama Masjid, built by Babur’s general Mir Hindu 

Beg, was constructed over an ancient Hari Har Mandir, echoing disputes in Varanasi, Mathura, and 
Dhar. 

 Despite the Places of Worship Act, 1991, which prohibits altering the religious character of places 
of worship as of August 15, 1947, the peƟƟoners demand a reassessment of the site. 

 IniƟal surveys of the mosque led to violent clashes, with allegaƟons of police misconduct and deaths 
of unarmed civilians. 

 The mosque, a protected naƟonal monument with architectural significance, has historically seen 
peaceful coexistence among communiƟes. 
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GRATEFUL FOR INDIA'S HUMANITARIAN AID, SAY AFGHANISTAN'S TALIBAN 

 
 The present day Afghanistan “does not pose a threat to any naƟon”, the Taliban administraƟon in 

Kabul said on Thursday. 
 Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met with the Foreign Minister of the Taliban-ruled 

Afghanistan. 
 The regime expressed graƟtude for Indian humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people. 
 Informed that the Iranian port of Chabahar was discussed between the two sides. 

India has not recognised the Taliban regime in Kabul.  
 India’s Strategic Engagement with the Taliban: 

●  The focus includes countering China's growing presence, maintaining historical Ɵes, and 
leveraging trade routes like Chabahar and the InternaƟonal North-South Transport Corridor, 
TAPI Project. 

●  India conƟnues providing humanitarian aid while refraining from formally recognizing the Taliban 
regime, parƟcularly in light of its repression of women and internal challenges. 

India’s Strategic Engagement with the Taliban: 
 Leveraging Taliban-Pakistan Strains: 

 The Taliban’s deterioraƟng relaƟonship with Pakistan, due to cross-border terrorism and 
Pakistani airstrikes, offers India an opportunity to strengthen Ɵes with Afghanistan. 

 India aims to ensure Afghan soil is not used for anƟ-India acƟviƟes, contrasƟng Pakistan's 
militarisƟc approach in the region. 

 India as a Stabilizing Regional Player: By adopƟng a pragmaƟc and cauƟous approach, India posiƟons 
itself as a stabilizing force in Afghanistan. 
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2024 WAS THE FIRST YEAR TO BREACH GLOBAL WARMING LIMIT, SHOW DATA 

 
 Humanity has stepped into a future that climate scienƟsts for decades have warned about. 
 Temperature data made public by the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S), a show that 2024 

was the first year in history when mean global temperature went 1.5 degrees Celsius above the 
pre-industrial level. 

 We need to curb emissions to keep temperatures from going over 2 degrees Celsius above the 
temperature in the 1850-1900 pre-industrial period and “as far as possible” keeping it below 1.5 
degrees Celsius. 

 At an average temperature of 15.1 degrees Celsius, 2024 was the warmest year in global 
temperature records, which go back Ɵll 1850. 
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 For 11 months in 2024, the monthly global average temperature exceeded 1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels. 

 Among the reasons for the record-breaking temperatures in 2024 was the El Nino, which is warming 
of the Central Equatorial Pacific, that began in June 2023 with effects lasƟng well into 2024. 

Implications: 
 A single year with temperatures 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels does not mean we’ve reached 

1.5°C of global warming. 
 However, it does mean we’re geƫng dangerously close. 
 This, coupled with the failure of COP29 to deliver on meaningful finance, only implies that 

developing economies will have to allocate more funds to deal with climate impacts and disasters 
in the future. 

 MiƟgaƟon ambiƟon of the developing world would be hit hard, unless fast and meaningful acƟon 
happens on the carbon markets front. 
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FORGING LEADERSHIP WITH INDIA’S YOUTH POWER 

 
 Every year, January 12 is celebrated across the length and breadth of India as ‘NaƟonal Youth 

FesƟval’, a day which is also the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. 
 The Department of Youth Affairs, is organizing the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue (January 

10-12, 2025) at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. 
 The dialogue provides a plaƞorm for young leaders to engage in discussions, exchange ideas, and 

collaborate on soluƟons to the naƟon’s challenges. The compeƟƟon and its stages are designed to 
inspire the youth to think criƟcally and contribute in a proacƟve way towards India’s progress. 
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The competition has four stages 
First: 
 Viksit Bharat quiz 

 Held digitally on the 
My Bharat plaƞorm. 

 To test knowledge 
about sustainable 
development, 
technology, and 
naƟonal policies. 

Second: 
 Essay and blog wriƟng, on 

themes such as tech for 
Viksit Bharat and 
empowering youth for 
Viksit Bharat, 

Third: 
 The Viksit Bharat 

Vision Pitch Deck 

 
 In the finale, the selected teams will pitch their visionary soluƟons to the Prime Minister. This in 

itself is a unique opportunity to influence naƟonal policy and contribute to India’s vision of a Viksit 
Bharat. 

Role of MY Bharat 
 Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat), an autonomous body under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 

plays a vital role in shaping the NaƟonal Youth FesƟval and empowering India’s youth. 
 This year, MY Bharat is facilitaƟng: 

1. Digital IntegraƟon: Enabling parƟcipaƟon from youth across the country through virtual 
plaƞorms. 

2. Support for Youth-Led IniƟaƟves: Guiding young minds in addressing social and technological 
challenges while fostering innovaƟve soluƟons for a beƩer India. 
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RUPEE SINKS 18 PAISE TO CLOSE AT A RECORD LOW OF 86.04/$ 
 
 The Indian rupee fell 18 paise, breaching the 86-mark against the U.S. dollar for the first Ɵme, closing 

at 86.04. 
 This decline was driven by a stronger U.S. dollar, rising crude oil prices, and negaƟve senƟment in 

domesƟc equity markets. 
 Foreign insƟtuƟonal investor (FII) ouƞlows also added pressure on the rupee. 
 The strengthening of the dollar was influenced by expectaƟons of restricƟve trade measures under 

the incoming U.S. administraƟon. 
 Forex experts predict that conƟnued market weakness, strong U.S. dollar, and persistent FII ouƞlows 

may further weaken the rupee. 

PYQ’s 
Q.1  Which of the following is NOT a feature of the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue? 

1. The event includes digital parƟcipaƟon to engage youth from remote areas of India. 
2. The event only focuses on tradiƟonal cultural performances and does not involve workshops or 

panel discussions. 
3. The Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) plaƞorm supports youth-led iniƟaƟves and helps them 

navigate challenges. 

Select the correct answer from the options given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) None 
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