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INDIA’S DATA PROTECTION RULES NEED SOME FINE-TUNING

 
 

 On January 3, 2025, the Ministry of Electronics and InformaƟon Technology (MeitY) released the 
DraŌ Digital Personal Data ProtecƟon (DPDP) Rules, advancing India's efforts to regulate digital 
personal data following the DPDP Act, 2023. 
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A Pragmatic and Flexible Approach 
 Unlike the European Union’s intervenƟonist General Data ProtecƟon RegulaƟon (GDPR), India’s 

Rules focus on simplicity and clarity. 
 Example: For instance, they streamline noƟce and consent requirements, avoiding "consent 

faƟgue" by emphasizing relevant informaƟon rather than overwhelming users with unnecessary 
details. 

Child Data Processing: 
 The rules provide stricter protecƟons for children’s personal data but also offer exempƟons for 

specific industries, such as educaƟonal and healthcare insƟtuƟons, enabling necessary acƟviƟes like 
behavioral monitoring for educaƟonal and health benefits. 

 Businesses are empowered to determine how to provide informaƟon on data rights without 
prescripƟve mandates, ensuring operaƟonal flexibility and fostering innovaƟon. 

Challenges and Criticisms 
 However, the draŌ rules are not without flaws. 
 Their provisions for restricƟng cross-border data flows introduce unnecessary complexity and 

ambiguity. 
 Significant Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) — large enterprises handling substanƟal data volumes — face 

potenƟal localisaƟon mandates. 
 DifferenƟaƟng between SDFs and smaller enƟƟes, where the second enjoy relaxed transfer rules 

for the same data, creates the risk of regulatory arbitrage (Smaller enƟƟes could exploit the lighter 
regime to gain an unfair advantage.) 

 These inconsistencies may deter investment and drive businesses out of India. 
 Businesses need safeguards to verify whether users requesƟng informaƟon 
 However, India’s draŌ rules do not address scenarios where businesses face incessant informaƟon 

requests or provide scope for businesses to charge a reasonable fee for requests. 
 A related ambiguity is whether the government can demand access to sensiƟve business data. If 

so, how will it ensure the protecƟon of such informaƟon from falling into the hands of compeƟtors? 
What if this informaƟon is a trade secret? These gaps highlight the need for thinking about 
procedural integrity. 

What lies ahead 
 With data breaches cosƟng Indian businesses ₹19.5 crore on average in 2024, compliance with data 

protecƟon laws is vital for business conƟnuity and reputaƟon. 
 As consultaƟons refine the draŌ rules, preserving flexibility, ensuring sector-specific 

accommodaƟons, and reducing ambiguiƟes will be crucial. 
 India’s pragmaƟc approach, balancing innovaƟon, economic growth, and individual rights, could set 

a global example in digital data governance. 
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SHOULD VOTER IDS BE LINKED WITH AADHAAR? 

 
The story so far: 
 The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the BharaƟya Janata Party (BJP) have accused each other of 

manipulaƟng electoral rolls before the Delhi Assembly elecƟons. 
 This has reignited the debate about linking voter IDs/ElecƟon Photo IdenƟty Card (EPIC) with 

respecƟve Aadhaar numbers. 

What is the history of the proposal? 
 The ElecƟon Commission (EC) iniƟated the NaƟonal Electoral Rolls PurificaƟon and AuthenƟcaƟon 

Program (NERPAP) in 2015 to remove duplicate entries by linking Aadhaar with voter IDs. 
 The Supreme Court halted mandatory Aadhaar use in August 2015. 
 AŌer the PuƩaswamy judgment (2018) upheld the Aadhaar Act, the RP Act (1950) and electoral 

rules were amended in 2021 to enable voluntary Aadhaar linking for authenƟcaƟon. 
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 Hence; 
●  Aadhaar submission is voluntary, but forms (6, 6B) sƟll request Aadhaar details and require 

voters without Aadhaar to declare their lack of it. 
●  Despite claims by the EC in 2023 that Aadhaar is not mandatory, the forms have not been 

amended. 

 
 
What are the pros and cons? 
 Voter ID linkage with the respecƟve Aadhaar number would definitely help in weeding out duplicate 

entries; that is essenƟal. 
 At present, more than 650 million Aadhaar numbers have already been uploaded in the process of 

finalising the electoral rolls. 
 However, there are some concerns: 

1. Firstly, the errors in the Aadhaar database, however miniscule, may result in wrongful rejecƟon 
from the electoral roll. 

2. Secondly, Aadhaar is only a proof of residence and not a proof of ciƟzenship. Thus, it may not 
help in removing voters who are not ciƟzens from the electoral roll. 

3. Public circulaƟon of linked electoral rolls might pose privacy risks. 

Way Forward: 
1. Wide public awareness campaigns to build voter confidence in the Aadhaar linkage process. 
2. Assure voters of privacy and clarify that Aadhaar is not mandatory for inclusion. 
3. Amend forms (6 and 6B) promptly to reflect the EC’s 2023 submission to the Supreme Court. 
4. Address concerns about Aadhaar’s limitaƟons and potenƟal misuse to ensure a fair and transparent 

electoral process. 
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DOCKING TRIAL: ISRO SUCCEEDS IN NUDGING TWO SATELLITES CLOSER 

 
 Trying to dock two satellites in space for the first Ɵme, the Indian Space Research OrganisaƟon 

announced that they were brought within three metres of each other in a trial aƩempt. It then moved 
them back to a safe distance. 

 SPaDeX mission was designed to develop and demonstrate the docking and undocking using two 
small satellites. 

 A PSLV C60 rocket carried them — SDX01 (Chaser) and SDX02 (Target) — to space from the SaƟsh 
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on December 30. 

 Earlier on Sunday, the ISRO said the two satellites were within 15 metres of each other. 
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MAHA KUMBH – PRYAGRAJ 

 
 PreparaƟons in full swing in the Sangam area of Prayagraj on Sunday, the eve of the start of the 45-

day Maha Kumbh being held aŌer 12 years. The first major bathing ritual, or Shahi Snan, will be held 
today. 

13/01/2025 - 26/02/2025 
 

 The Maha Kumbh Mela (the fesƟval of the sacred pitcher) is anchored in Hindu mythology.  
 It is the world’s largest public gathering and collecƟve act of faith. 
 It is a religious pilgrimage that is celebrated four Ɵmes over a course of 12 years.  
 The geographical locaƟon of Kumbh Mela spans over four locaƟons in India: 

●  In Haridwar, UƩarakhand, on the banks of Ganges 
●  In Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh on the banks of Shipra 
●  In Nashik, Maharashtra on the banks of Godavari 
●  In Prayagraj, UƩar Pradesh, at the confluence of the Ganges, the Yamuna 
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DECLINING FERTILITY LEVELS PUSH UP KERALA’S MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO 

 
 Kerala’s Maternal Mortality RaƟo (MMR), previously the lowest in India, is rising due to a decline in 

childbirths. 
 Reasons include demographic changes such as 

●  Low ferƟlity rates, 
●  Felayed marriages, and 
●  MigraƟon of the reproducƟve age group abroad. 

 Kerala’s Total FerƟlity Rate (TFR) has been below replacement level since 1991 and is now at 1.46, 
with further declines expected. 

 Challenges include an aging populaƟon surpassing the younger demographic, increasing 
reproducƟve health issues among older mothers. These trends, coupled with socioeconomic shiŌs, 
pose long-term policy and welfare concerns. 

Maternal mortality ratio / Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 
 MMR: The MMR is the number of maternal deaths per 

100,000 live births in a year. 
 India's MMR has decreased significantly since 1990, 

from 556 per 100,000 live births to 97 in 2020. 
 The Total FerƟlity Rate (TFR) is a standard demographic 

indicator used internaƟonally to esƟmate the average 
number of children that a woman would have over her 
childbearing years. 
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INDIA-U.S. JOINT SONOBUOY PRODUCTION LINE EXPECTED TO BE READY BY 2027 

 
 India and the U.S. have announced a landmark partnership to co-produce sonobuoys, devices 

criƟcal for detecƟng submarines underwater, under the “Make in India” iniƟaƟve. 
 Final assembly will occur in India in collaboraƟon with Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL). 
 The project aligns with the U.S.-India IniƟaƟve on CriƟcal and Emerging Technologies (ICET), 

focusing on high-end tech development. 
 This development is significant given India’s growing military cooperaƟon with the U.S. and Quad 

members. 

Sonobuoy 
 Sonobuoys are expendable, electro-mechanical acousƟc sensors that relay underwater sounds 

emiƩed from ships and submarines. 
 They help in the detecƟon, classificaƟon, and prosecuƟon of adversarial ships and submarines. 
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PYQ’s 
Q.1 Consider the following statements regarding the linking of Voter IDs with Aadhaar in India: 

1. The ElecƟon Commission launched the NaƟonal Electoral Rolls PurificaƟon and AuthenƟcaƟon 
Program (NERPAP) in 2015 to link Voter IDs with Aadhaar for removing duplicate entries. 

2. The Supreme Court, in its 2015 interim order, allowed mandatory linking of Aadhaar with Voter 
IDs for welfare schemes. 

3. Submission of Aadhaar for voter registraƟon is mandatory, and failure to do so can lead to denial 
of inclusion in the electoral roll. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2, and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Q.2  What is the primary function of sonobuoys in naval operations? 

(a) DetecƟng and tracking submarines underwater 
(b) Guiding naval ships through narrow channels 
(c) Monitoring weather paƩerns in oceans 
(d) AssisƟng in underwater cable repairs 
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