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India’s data protection rules need some fine-tuning

n January 3, 2025, the Ministry of

Electronics and Information

Technology (MeitY) released the

much-anticipated Draft Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules — a key
moment in India’s journey to regulate digital
personal data. This step follows the passage of the
DPDP Act, 2023, bringing India closer to
operationalising its framework for safeguarding
personal data.

The draft rules represent a departure from the
earlier and controversial Personal Data Protection
Bill, which many deemed was overly restrictive
and even hostile to industry interests. The Bill
underwent extensive framing, reframing and
consultations over nearly a decade, only to be
rescinded when committees and government
stakeholders wisely decided it was untenable.

In contrast, the positive response to the DPDP
Act and its accompanying rules, reflected in
conversations with businesses and in media
coverage, stems from the less prescriptive,
principles-based approach of the draft rules.

Unlike the earlier rush to regulate under the
so-called “Brussels Effect”, where global digital
rulemaking mirrored the European Union (EU)’s
interventionist regulatory ethos, India has taken a
more pragmatic stance. The EU’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), once hailed as a
gold standard by privacy experts, now faces
criticism for unintended consequences —
favouring well-resourced corporations, stifling
smaller enterprises, and failing to significantly
enhance public trust in the Internet. India’s
measured approach thus far offers a refreshing
alternative to Europe’s interventionist policies.

The hits as pragmatism and flexibility

One of the draft rules’ standout features is their
principles-based framework for notice and
consent. While the GDPR has cumbersome
requirements, such as notifying users of indirect
data acquisition, cross-border data transfers, and
automated decision-making processes, India’s
rules emphasise simplicity and clarity. This helps
reduce “consent fatigue”, a significant issue in
Europe, where users are inundated with
unnecessary details, such as the location of data
processing — information of little practical use.

In 2023, the European Commission introduced
the Cookie Pledge Initiative to address growing
frustration over incessant consent pop-ups.
However, such course correction would have
been unnecessary had the EU taken a less
invasive approach to regulating user interfaces
and consent mechanisms. The very existence of
this pledge highlights the burdens created by
prescriptive regulation.

India’s DPDP Rules sidestep these pitfalls by
focusing on outcomes rather than processes,
empowering users without drowning businesses
and consumers in unnecessary complexities. The
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rules avoid dictating how entities should enable
users to exercise their rights to correction,
erasure, nomination, withdrawal of consent and
to seek information from entities. They require
only the publication of relevant information on
apps and websites. In contrast, the GDPR is
prescriptive about how similar information
should be presented, including instances where
entities may need to provide this information
orally to users. Why should the state dictate every
aspect of an app or website’s design or user
interface? India’s approach, thankfully, respects
business autonomy and innovation.

The processing of children’s personal data
requires stricter protection compared to other
types of data processing — which the rules
provide for. However, as more children engage
with digital technologies online, they increasingly
benefit from certain activities, such as monitoring
and tracking, which are of value in specific
contexts. Take the case of
educational institutions, including
supplementary education and
vocational training services. They
rely on activities such as behavioural
monitoring and tracking to deliver
targeted interventions tailored to
students’ academic performance.
These practices leverage the benefits
of learning management systems,
which personalise instruction and improve
educational outcomes. Recognising this, the rules
thoughtfully allow exemptions for specific
industries. Educational institutions, clinical and
mental health establishments, allied health-care
providers, and child-care centres are not required
to verify parental consent for tracking and
behavioural monitoring, as long as they adhere to
guardrails. The exemption for such industries
demonstrates a nuanced understanding of
industry-specific needs, reflecting the principles
of thoughtful policymaking.

The misses as data localisation, overreach
However, the draft rules are not without flaws.
Their provisions for restricting cross-border data
flows introduce unnecessary complexity and
ambiguity. Significant Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) —
large enterprises handling substantial data
volumes — face potential localisation mandates
that extend beyond the legislation’s original
scope. While the DPDP Act allows the
government to restrict personal data transfers, it
limits such action to specific notified countries.
Differentiating between SDFs and smaller entities,
where the second enjoy relaxed transfer rules for
the same data, creates the risk of regulatory
arbitrage. Smaller entities could exploit the
lighter regime to gain an unfair advantage. These
inconsistencies may deter investment and drive
businesses out of India. The localisation provision
likely stems from the challenges faced by law

UNDERSTANDING
THE DPDP ACT

enforcement agencies in accessing cross-border
data for investigations. While these agencies
undeniably need access to such data, a narrower
sectoral approach to localisation could prove
more effective than a centralised one. The
Reserve Bank of India’s 2018 mandate for
localising payment data is a prime example of
proportionate regulation. Tailored specifically to
the financial sector, it effectively addressed
legitimate industry concerns without causing too
many business disruptions. Applying this
approach to personal data could balance security
and compliance with economic competitiveness.

Some areas still require greater clarity.
Businesses need safeguards to verify whether
users requesting information about data
processing are legitimate. This necessity is
acknowledged even in the GDPR. However,
India’s draft rules do not address scenarios where
businesses face incessant information requests or
provide scope for businesses to
charge a reasonable fee for requests
which are excessive or even
unfounded. A related ambiguity is
whether the government can demand
access to sensitive business data. If so,
how will it ensure the protection of
such information from falling into the
hands of competitors? What if this
information is a trade secret? These
gaps highlight the need for thinking about
procedural integrity.

‘What lies ahead

According to IBM, data breaches cost Indian
businesses an average of T19.5 crore ($2.35
million) in 2024, Compliance with data protection
laws should not be seen as a regulatory
obligation, but as critical to protecting business
reputation and ensuring continuity.

India must also move beyond reliance on
notice-and-consent mechanisms to safeguard
citizens’ privacy in future laws. Notice and
consent originate from the medical profession,
where they can still be deemed to work
effectively in controlled settings. However, in
environments such as malls, airports, or even
beaches, individuals have little opportunity to
provide consent. With the convergence of the
Internet of Things, 5G, and artificial intelligence
enabling unprecedented data collection, India
must envision privacy frameworks that do not
exclusively rely on the fallible principle of
consent. As public consultations refine the draft
rules, prioritising preservation of the framework’s
flexibility and industry-specific accommodations
is key. This approach will help maintain a balance
between innovation, economic growth, and
individual rights — something not many
jurisdictions have managed to get right.

The views expressed are personal

«* On January 3, 2025, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) released the
Draft Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules, advancing India's efforts to regulate digital
personal data following the DPDP Act, 2023.
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A Pragmatic and Flexible Approach

++ Unlike the European Union’s interventionist General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), India’s
Rules focus on simplicity and clarity.

<+ Example: For instance, they streamline notice and consent requirements, avoiding "consent
fatigue" by emphasizing relevant information rather than overwhelming users with unnecessary

details.

Child Data Processing:
++ The rules provide stricter protections for children’s personal data but also offer exemptions for
specific industries, such as educational and healthcare institutions, enabling necessary activities like
behavioral monitoring for educational and health benefits.
++ Businesses are empowered to determine how to provide information on data rights without
prescriptive mandates, ensuring operational flexibility and fostering innovation.

Challenges and Criticisms
< However, the draft rules are not without flaws.
%+ Their provisions for restricting cross-border data flows introduce unnecessary complexity and

|

ambiguity.
Significant Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) — large enterprises handling substantial data volumes — face

®
%

potential localisation mandates.
Differentiating between SDFs and smaller entities, where the second enjoy relaxed transfer rules

®
%

for the same data, creates the risk of regulatory arbitrage (Smaller entities could exploit the lighter
regime to gain an unfair advantage.)
These inconsistencies may deter investment and drive businesses out of India.

X3

%

Businesses need safeguards to verify whether users requesting information

® ®
LA X4

However, India’s draft rules do not address scenarios where businesses face incessant information
requests or provide scope for businesses to charge a reasonable fee for requests.

®
%

A related ambiguity is whether the government can demand access to sensitive business data. If
so, how will it ensure the protection of such information from falling into the hands of competitors?
What if this information is a trade secret? These gaps highlight the need for thinking about
procedural integrity.

What lies ahead

%+ With data breaches costing Indian businesses X19.5 crore on average in 2024, compliance with data
protection laws is vital for business continuity and reputation.

% As consultations refine the draft rules, preserving flexibility, ensuring sector-specific
accommodations, and reducing ambiguities will be crucial.

%+ India’s pragmatic approach, balancing innovation, economic growth, and individual rights, could set
a global example in digital data governance.
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Should voter IDs be linked with Aadhaar?

Why was the National Electoral Rolls Purification and Authentication Program launched by the Election Commission? How do already existing voters link EPIC
with their respective Aadhaar numbers? What did the Supreme Court mandate in the Puttaswamy case in 2018?

EXPLAINIER number would definitely help in weeding  THE GIST
out duplicate entries; that is essential. At
present, more than 650 million Aadhaar
Rangarajan. R numbers have already been uploaded in w
the process of finalising the electoral rolls. g, right tovote s a
The story so far: However, there are some concerns about  congtitutional right and

he Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and
rl.‘ the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

have accused each other of

manipulating electoral rolls
before the Delhi Assembly elections. This
has reignited the debate about linking
voter [Ds/Election Photo [dentity Card
(EPIC) with respective Aadhaar numbers.

‘What is the history of the proposal?
The Election Commission (EC) had in
February 2015 launched the National
Electoral Rolls Purification and
Authentication Program (NERPAP). This
was to address the issue of duplicate
entries in the electoral roll and to remove
such entries. In order to achieve this, the
EC began authenticating EPIC data by
linking it with the Aadhaar database. It
had linked more than 300 million voters
in a span of three months. However, the
Supreme Court in an interim order, in
August 2015, held that the mandatory use
of Aadhaar should only be for welfare
schemes and PAN linking. Following this
order, the NERPAP exercise was
discontinued.

After the Supreme Court’s final order
in Puttaswamy in September 2018, that
upheld the constitutional validity of the
Aadhaar Act, the EC sought amendments
to the Representation of the People Act,
1950 (RP Act, 1950). The Parliament
amended the RP Act, 1950 and The
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 in
December 2021 to enable the linking of
EPIC with Aadhaar. It provided the format
in which Aadhaar information may be
submitted to the electoral registration
officer by a new voter at the time of fresh
registration (Form 6: to establish identity)
or an existing voter already included in
the electoral roll (Form 6B: for the
purpose of authentication). Any other
listed document may be submitted only if
the voter is unable to furnish their

The story so far:

Aadhaar number because they do not
have one. However, in order to keep these
amendments voluntary in nature, the
word ‘may’ have been used in the
amendments. Further, the amendment
also specifies that no application for
inclusion of name in the electoral roll
shall be denied and no entries shall be
deleted due to the inability of an
individual to furnish or intimate the
Aadhaar number due to ‘sufficient cause.’
Such individuals may furnish alternate
documents like PAN card, Driving
Licence, Passport, Bank passbook etc.
While the above amendments were
challenged in the Supreme Court, the EC

Need to verify: A special camp for linking Aadhaar with voter D card held in Madurai in 2022. FILE PHOTO

in September 2023 informed the court
that submission of the Aadhaar number is
not mandatory. It added that it is looking
into issuing appropriate clarificatory
changes in the forms introduced for this
purpose. However, it may be noted that
Form 6 and 6B have not been amended
till date and they continue to seek the
same details as before from the
applicants.

The forms require the voters to declare
that they do not have an Aadhar number
to avoid providing the same.

What are the pros and cons?
EPIC linkage with the respective Aadhaar

this exercise that need to be considered.

Firstly, the errors in the Aadhaar
database, however miniscule, may result
in wrongful rejection or deletion of
entries from the electoral roll. Secondly,
Aadhaar is only a proof of residence and
not a proof of citizenship. Thus, it may
not help in removing voters who are not
citizens from the electoral roll. It would
require a separate effort from the EC.

Finally, while the linkage is to happen
at the back end and a mere mention of
the Aadhaar number on the
EPIC/electoral roll may not by itself be a
violation of right to privacy, it may still
result in misuse as the electoral rolls are
widely circulated amongst political
parties.

What can be the way forward?

The right to vote is a constitutional right
and declared so by the Supreme Court in
various cases. It is part of the basic
structure of free and fair elections and
cannot be constricted through legislative
action. Citizens are the most important
stakeholders in a democracy and any
electoral process should gain their
confidence. There must be wide publicity
about the benefits of linking EPIC and
Aadhaar to clean up the electoral roll of
duplicate entries, which in turn
strengthens the electoral process. Any
misplaced concern amongst voters about
the secrecy of their vote being
compromised because of this linking
should be assuaged.

Meanwhile, the forms should be
suitably modified without any delay, to
reflect that providing Aadhaar is not
mandatory, as per the submission of the
EC in the Supreme Court in September
2023.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified”. Views
expressed are personal.
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The Election Commission of
India (EC) had in February 2015
launched the National
Electoral Rolls Purification and
Authentication Program
(NERPAP). This was to address
the issue of duplicate entries in
the electoral roll and to remove
such entries.

v

EPIC linkage with the
respective Aadhaar number
would definitely helpin
weeding out duplicate entries;
that is essential.

+» The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have accused each other of
manipulating electoral rolls before the Delhi Assembly elections.

+* This has reignited the debate about linking voter IDs/Election Photo Identity Card (EPIC) with
respective Aadhaar numbers.

What is the history of the proposal?

% The Election Commission (EC) initiated the National Electoral Rolls Purification and Authentication
Program (NERPAP) in 2015 to remove duplicate entries by linking Aadhaar with voter IDs.

+* The Supreme Court halted mandatory Aadhaar use in August 2015.

% After the Puttaswamy judgment (2018) upheld the Aadhaar Act, the RP Act (1950) and electoral

rules were amended in 2021 to enable voluntary Aadhaar linking for authentication.
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% Hence;

e Aadhaar submission is voluntary, but forms (6, 6B) still request Aadhaar details and require
voters without Aadhaar to declare their lack of it.

e Despite claims by the EC in 2023 that Aadhaar is not mandatory, the forms have not been
amended.

Form 6 Form 6B

Purpose: Inclusion of a name in the electoral roll. Purpose: To update infofmation in the

It is used: electoral roll.

e By new voters turning 18 or above. Details Sought!

e By individuals shifting from one constituency to e  Aadhaar number for linkage with the

anothar. Voter ID (EPIC).
® Declaration if Aadhaar is not

Details :
available, along with alternate ID

e Basic personal details (name, age, address, proofs.

etc.).
e Aadhaar number (optional, as per recent

updates).
e Declaration in case the Aadhaar number is not

available.

What are the pros and cons?

¢ Voter ID linkage with the respective Aadhaar number would definitely help in weeding out duplicate
entries; that is essential.
¢ At present, more than 650 million Aadhaar numbers have already been uploaded in the process of
finalising the electoral rolls.
** However, there are some concerns:
1. Firstly, the errors in the Aadhaar database, however miniscule, may result in wrongful rejection
from the electoral roll.
2. Secondly, Aadhaar is only a proof of residence and not a proof of citizenship. Thus, it may not
help in removing voters who are not citizens from the electoral roll.
3. Public circulation of linked electoral rolls might pose privacy risks.

Way Forward:

1. Wide public awareness campaigns to build voter confidence in the Aadhaar linkage process.

2. Assure voters of privacy and clarify that Aadhaar is not mandatory for inclusion.

3. Amend forms (6 and 6B) promptly to reflect the EC’s 2023 submission to the Supreme Court.

4. Address concerns about Aadhaar’s limitations and potential misuse to ensure a fair and transparent

electoral process.
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DOCKING TRIAL: ISRO SUCCEEDS IN NUDGING TWO SATELLITES CLOSER

Docking tria

: ISRO

succeeds in nudging
two satellites closer

By bringing Chaser and Target within three metres of each other, the

agency has overcome last week’s setback caused by an unexpected drift

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

rying to dock two
Tsatellites in space
for the first time,

the Indian Space Research
Organisation announced
early on Sunday that they
were brought within three
metres of each other in a
trial attempt. It then
moved them back to a safe
distance.

“SpaDeX Docking Up-
date: A trial attempt to
reach up to 15m and furth-
er to 3m is done. Moving
back spacecraft to sate dis-
tance. The docking process
will be done after analysing
data further,” the space
agency posted on X.

An important project of
the ISRO, the SPaDeX mis-
sion was designed to deve-
lop and demonstrate the
technology needed for spa-
cecraft rendezvous, dock-
ing and undocking using
two small satellites. A PSLV
C60 rocket carried them —
SDX01 (Chaser) and SDX02
(Target) — to space from
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota on
December 30. Earlier on
Sunday, the ISRO said the

A PSLV C60 rocket had carried the satellites to space from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on December 30. T

two satellites were within
15 metres of each other.

“SpaDeX Docking Up-
date: Ar 15m we see each
other clearer and clearer,
we are just 50 feet away for
an exciting handshake,”
the agency posted. It re-
leased photos and videos
of the two satellites.

With this, the ISRO has
overcome the setback last
week due to an unexpect-
ed drift between the satel-
lites, resulting in the post-
ponement of the docking
experiment.

On January 8, hours be-
fore the experiment was to
be carried out, the agency

announced its postpone-
ment as the drift was more
than expected. It later ar-
rested the drift. The dock-
ing was initially scheduled
for January 7.

The demonstration of
this technology is essential
for fururistic missions such
as sending an Indian astro-
naut to the moon, sample
return from the moon, and
the building and operation
of an Indian space station.

If the ISRO successfully
executes the docking expe-
riment, India will become
the fourth country after
the U.S., Russia and China
to accomplish the feat.

Trying to dock two satellites in space for the first time, the Indian Space Research Organisation
announced that they were brought within three metres of each other in a trial attempt. It then moved
them back to a safe distance.

®
%

SPaDeX mission was designed to develop and demonstrate the docking and undocking using two

small satellites.

«»» A PSLV C60 rocket carried them — SDX01 (Chaser) and SDX02 (Target) — to space from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on December 30.

%+ Earlier on Sunday, the ISRO said the two satellites were within 15 metres of each other.
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MAHA KUMBH - PRYAGRAJ

Kumbh confluence
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Countdown on: Preparations in full swing in the Sangam area of Prayagraj on Sunday, the eve of the start of the 45-day Maha Kumbh being
held after 12 years. The first major bathing ritual, or Shahi Snan, will be held today. SANDEEP SAXENA (REPORT ON PAGE 10

«»+ Preparations in full swing in the Sangam area of Prayagraj on Sunday, the eve of the start of the 45-
day Maha Kumbh being held after 12 years. The first major bathing ritual, or Shahi Snan, will be held
today.

e, BN

13/01/2025 - 26/02/2025

The Maha Kumbh Mela (the festival of the sacred pitcher) is anchored in Hindu mythology.
Itis the world’s largest public gathering and collective act of faith.

Itis a religious pilgrimage that is celebrated four times over a course of 12 years.

The geographical location of Kumbh Mela spans over four locations in India:

® |n Haridwar, Uttarakhand, on the banks of Ganges

e In Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh on the banks of Shipra

® |n Nashik, Maharashtra on the banks of Godavari

® In Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, at the confluence of the Ganges, the Yamuna

® ® ® ®
A XS X SR KR 4
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DECLINING FERTILITY LEVELS PUSH UP KERALA’S MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO

®
%

®
%

Aworrying trend

Kerala’s MMR is beginning to climb now because of fewer
child births than ever in the State
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Kerala maternal mortality
ratio (per 1 lakh live births)

State Health Department’s actual
estimates of maternal deaths put
the figure at 29.

Kerala’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), previously the lowest in India, is rising due to a decline in
childbirths.

Reasons include demographic changes such as

e Low fertility rates,

e Felayed marriages, and

e Migration of the reproductive age group abroad.

Kerala’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has been below replacement level since 1991 and is now at 1.46,
with further declines expected.

Challenges include an aging population surpassing the younger demographic, increasing
reproductive health issues among older mothers. These trends, coupled with socioeconomic shifts,
pose long-term policy and welfare concerns.

Maternal mortality ratio / Total Fertility Rate (TFR)

R/
0‘0

)
/
o
o
\

MMR: The MMR is the number of maternal deaths per  Total fertility rate (TFR) is the average
100,000 live births in a year. number of children born perwoman

India's MMR has decreased significantly since 1990,

from 556 per 100,000 live births to 97 in 2020. .60

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is a standard demographic

indicator used internationally to estimate the average

number of children that a woman would have over her

childbearing years. 1.91*

Ing
1950 | 1980 | 2021 [2050** 210!‘

**Projection; * indicates that TFR is below the mandated
replacement level of 2.1 Source: Lancet
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INDIA-U.S. JOINT SONOBUOY PRODUCTION LINE EXPECTED TO BE READY BY 2027

India-U.S. joint Sonobuoy production
line expected to be ready by 2027

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The final assembly of sono-
buoys from the U.S., meant
for detecting submarines
underwater, will be done
in India and an operational
production line is expect-
ed to be ready in 2027, ac-
cording to the U.S. compa-
ny Ultra Maritime. The
systems will be co-pro-
duced in India in partner-
ship with defence public
sector undertaking Bharat
Dynamics Ltd. (BDL).

In a significant develop-
ment, India and the U.S.
last week announced the
“first-ofits-kind partner-
ship on co-production” of
U.S. sonobuoys for Under-
sea Domain Awareness for
the Indian Navy, a high-
end technology that allows
tracking of submarines in
the deep seas and oceans.
The announcement was
made in the fact sheet is-
sued at the end of U.S. Na-

+ India and the U.S. have announced a landmark partnership to co-produce sonobuoys, devices

The systems will be
co-produced in India
in partnership with
defence public sector
undertaking Bharat
Dynamics Ltd.

tional Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan’s visit to India
last week.

“Workshare will be in
line with the principles of
Make in India. Final as-
sembly will be done in In-
dia. Our goal is to have an
operational  production
line in 2027 Ultra Mari-
time said in response to
questions from The Hindu
sent on email. “These will
be U.S.-specification sono-
buoys equivalent to those
used on the P-8 aircraft.”

The chairman of BDL,
Commodore A. Madhava-
rao (retd), had stated that
they are looking to set up
joint production with Ultra
Maritime in

Vishakhapatnam.

The U.S.-based compa-
ny, a world-leader in the
design and production of
undersea warfare capabili-
ties, has already stated that
in line with the U.S.-India
Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies
(ICET) launched in May
2022, they will also pursue
new sonobuoy technolo-
gies with BDL teams to op-
timise their acoustic per-
formance in the unique
environment of the Indian
Ocean, enabling wide area
search through bespoke
multi-static active solu-
tions. To a question, the
company clarified that this
was in addition to the in-
itial production already
envisaged.

On the future outlook,
Ultra Maritime said it was
working with BDL to iden-
tify opportunities for In-
dian suppliers to enter its
global supply chain.

An Ultra Maritime state-

ment issued last week had
stated that the sonobuoys
co-produced in India are
interchangeable and inte-
roperable between the U.S.
Navy, Indian Navy and al-
lied P-8, MH-60R and the
MQ9B Sea Guardian
aircraft.

The development is of
particular significance as
India has over the years ac-
quired a series of military
platforms from the U.S.
that are also operated by
other countries in the re-
gion, especially Australia
and Japan, which too are
part of the Quad grouping
and also hold the Malabar
naval exercise. These sono-
buoys are dropped from
aircraft and helicopters. In-
dia is also pursuing anoth-
er technology - sensors
embedded on the ocean
bed - and recently some
progress has been made as
a few Indian start-ups
showcased the technology
now undergoing trials.

critical for detecting submarines underwater, under the “Make in India” initiative.
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focusing on high-end tech development.

%+ This development is significant given India’s growing military cooperation with the U.S. and Quad

members.

emitted from ships and submarines.
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Final assembly will occur in India in collaboration with Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL).
The project aligns with the U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (ICET),

+»+ Sonobuoys are expendable, electro-mechanical acoustic sensors that relay underwater sounds

% They help in the detection, classification, and prosecution of adversarial ships and submarines.
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Q.1 Consider the following statements regarding the linking of Voter IDs with Aadhaar in India:
1. The Election Commission launched the National Electoral Rolls Purification and Authentication

Program (NERPAP) in 2015 to link Voter IDs with Aadhaar for removing duplicate entries.

2. The Supreme Court, in its 2015 interim order, allowed mandatory linking of Aadhaar with Voter
IDs for welfare schemes.

3.  Submission of Aadhaar for voter registration is mandatory, and failure to do so can lead to denial
of inclusion in the electoral roll.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and2only

(b) 1only
(c) 2,and3only
(d) 1,2and3

Q.2 What is the primary function of sonobuoys in naval operations?
(a) Detecting and tracking submarines underwater
(b) Guiding naval ships through narrow channels
(c) Monitoring weather patterns in oceans
(d) Assisting in underwater cable repairs

7T

&z www.tathastuics.com @ support@tathastuics.com

T AT H A ST U Q 9560300770

institute Of Civil Service HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
MEEIFIES AXIL DELYIOCS OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060




