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INFLATION FALLS TO A 4-MONTH LOW IN DECEMBER

 
 

 India’s retail inflaƟon eased to a four-month low of 5.22% in December 2024, down from 5.5% in 
November, with food inflaƟon also cooling slightly to 8.4%. 

 December's inflaƟon aligned closely with the RBI’s quarterly projecƟon, leaving liƩle room for interest 
rate cuts amid calls for economic sƟmulus. 
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PM OPENS Z-MORH TUNNEL IN J&K; SILENT ON STATEHOOD 
 

 
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Z-Morh Tunnel at Sonamarg, which has now been 
renamed the Sonamarg Tunnel. 

 The tunnel is a criƟcal infrastructure development that will provide 
●  All-weather connecƟvity to the renowned Sonamarg tourist desƟnaƟon and 
●  Facilitate a year-round connecƟon between Kashmir and Ladakh. 
●  The place is situated at an alƟtude of over 8,500 feet and was prone to snow avalanches in the 

winter, thus closing the Sonamarg road for most part of the winter. 
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RUSSIA SHIPS REACTOR VESSEL TO KUDANKULAM SIXTH UNIT 

 
 The 1,000-MWe reactor vessel for the sixth unit of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) 

is en route to its site in Tamil Nadu. 
 Manufactured by Rosatom's Atommash division, the 320-tonne vessel began its 9,656-km journey 

to India aŌer being shipped from Russia. 
 Currently, KKNPP operates two reactors and is construcƟng four more, all designed by Rosatom, 

which also supplies their fuel. 
 These reactors are noted for their safety, reliability, and long-term efficiency. 

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project 
 It is India's largest nuclear power staƟon, located in Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu. It is being 

developed in collaboraƟon with Russia’s Rosatom State CorporaƟon and features advanced VVER 
(Water-Water EnergeƟc Reactor) technology. 

 Features: 
1. VVER-1000 (Pressurized Water Reactors). 
2. Each reactor has a capacity of 1,000 MWe. 
3. Two reactors (Unit 1 and 2) have been operaƟonal since 2013 and 2016, respecƟvely. 
4. Four addiƟonal units (Unit 3, 4, 5, and 6) are in various stages of construcƟon. 
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ARMY CHIEF SAYS A ‘DEGREE’ OF STAND-OFF  
PREVAILS ALONG THE LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL 
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Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi's Remarks on LAC and Security Issues: 
 LAC: 

●  The LAC remains "sensiƟve but stable," with balanced Army deployment. 
●  Corps Commanders have been empowered to resolve patrolling and grazing issues locally to 

maintain harmony and avoid escalaƟon. 
 

Recent Developments with China: 
 Disengagement in areas like Depsang and Demchok in eastern Ladakh includes two rounds of 

verificaƟon patrolling. 
 "Buffer zones" were temporary measures areas to prevent potenƟal violence due to heightened 

tensions. 
 Trust between India and China needs redefiniƟon post-April 2020, with efforts underway to restore 

calm and confidence. 

 
Line of Control with Pakistan: 
 The February 2022 ceasefire is holding, but terror infrastructure in Pakistan remains acƟve, fueling 

infiltraƟon aƩempts. 
 Violence is linked to Pakistan’s support for terrorism, which needs to cease for long-term stability. 
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INDIANS ABROAD 

 
 

 At the inauguraƟon of the 18th ediƟon of the Pravasi BharaƟya Divas (PBD) last week, Prime 
Minister described the Indian diaspora as India’s “ambassadors to the world”, having “seamlessly 
assimilated” into the local society, served the community, and contributed to India’s growth and 
prosperity. 

 Pravasi BharaƟya Divas (PBD) is an annual event organized by the Government of India to recognize 
and celebrate the contribuƟons of the Indian diaspora to the development of India and to 
acknowledge their achievements across the world. 

 The event is held on January 9 each year, marking the day when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India 
from South Africa in 1915. 
●  The India-origin community worldwide is over 35 million — about 15.85 million NRIs and 19.57 

million PIOs, who are foreign naƟonals. 
●  Their strength is their ability to adapt and thrive in different fields, including in poliƟcs. 
●  Indian-origin people have become leaders of more than 30 other countries. 
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 The Pravasi BharaƟya Samman Award (PBSA): highest honors to members of the Indian diaspora. 

The award was introduced in 2003. 
 It recognizes the outstanding contribuƟons in various fields such as business, public service, culture, 

philanthropy, and community work that help strengthen India's Ɵes with its diaspora and promote 
its interests globally. 

 The issues for the diaspora, parƟcularly for those who are sƟll Indian naƟonals, are more acute now. 
 The increase in far-right populist governments, parƟcularly in the West, is making visa and entry 

condiƟons for Indians more difficult, and it is important for the government to address such issues. 
 Global conflicts, especially in West Asia where more than nine million Indians live and work, are also 

puƫng lakhs of Indians in danger. 
 Given the broad spread of the diaspora, it is necessary to ensure that India’s Ɵes with its diaspora be 

inclusive, and non-biased on poliƟcal issues. 

Above all, it is important to acknowledge that one of the biggest drivers of Indians  
migrating is the lack of economic opportunities within India. 

 
While there are no easy fixes for this, the loss to India of some of its most talented people must be 

counted, even as the country celebrates their incredible success and impact on the global stage. 
 

PYQ’s 
Q.1  Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD)? 

1. PBD is celebrated annually on January 9th to mark the return of Mahatma Gandhi to India from 
South Africa in 1915. 

2. The PBD event is aimed at recognizing the contribuƟon of the Indian diaspora to India’s 
development and fostering closer Ɵes between India and its diaspora. 

3. The Pravasi BharaƟya Samman Award is presented by the President of India to disƟnguished 
members of the Indian diaspora. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Q.2 Which of the following statements about the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) is/are 
correct? 
1. KKNPP is India’s largest nuclear power staƟon, located in Tamil Nadu. 
2. The project is being developed in collaboraƟon with the United States' General Electric. 
3. KKNPP features the advanced VVER-1000 technology, which is a type of Pressurized Water 

Reactor (PWR). 

How many statements given above are correct? 

(a) Only one 
(b) Only two 
(c) All three 
(d) None 
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