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Key Highlights 
 RBI’s Interest Rate Cut: 

 The Monetary Policy CommiƩee (MPC) reduced the repo rate from 6.50% to 6.25%, marking 
the first rate cut in nearly five years. 

 This signals a shiŌ in RBI’s immediate priority from inflaƟon control to boosƟng economic 
growth. 
 

 Economic Indicators: 

 InflaƟon Trends:  
o October 2023: InflaƟon peaked at 6.2% (15-month high). 
o December 2023: InflaƟon moderated to 5.2%, sƟll above RBI’s target of 4%. 
o Projected InflaƟon: Expected to average 4.2% in 2025-26, assuming normal monsoons 

and stable food prices. 
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 GDP Growth Trends:  
o Q2 GDP Growth: Slowed to 5.4%. 
o 2024-25 GDP Growth Forecast: Revised to 6.4% (lowest in four years). 

Global Factors Influencing Policy: 
 U.S. Monetary Policy: Delay in rate cuts by the U.S. Fed is strengthening the dollar, pressuring 

emerging markets and weakening the rupee. 
 DisinflaƟon Trends: Global economic uncertainƟes and supply chain disrupƟons are complicaƟng 

inflaƟon control. 

Fiscal-Monetary Policy Coordination: 
 RBI’s policy aligns with post-Budget sƟmulus measures, suggesƟng greater coordinaƟon with the 

government. 
 Government’s Approach: Balancing monetary easing with fiscal policies to sƟmulate growth. 

Policy Recommendations & Data Responsiveness: 
 Timing of MPC MeeƟngs: SuggesƟon to reschedule MPC’s bi-monthly meeƟngs to align with real-

Ɵme inflaƟon data for beƩer decision-making. 
 Structural InflaƟon Control Measures: Dependence on normal monsoons & bumper harvests 

highlights the need for structural reforms in agriculture to reduce food inflaƟon volaƟlity  

Analysis & Way Forward 
 Why the Rate Cut? 

 The interest rate cut is aimed at sƟmulaƟng investment and consumpƟon, as weak GDP growth 
is a bigger concern than elevated inflaƟon. 

 The government’s fiscal expansion (as seen in the Budget) and RBI’s monetary easing indicate 
a synchronized policy approach. 

 Challenges & Risks: 
 InflaƟon Risks: InflaƟon remains above target (5.2%), and any supply shocks (oil price hike, 

crop failures) could derail projecƟons. 
 Investment & ConsumpƟon Uncertainty: A rate cut alone may not be enough to revive private 

investment, which depends on business confidence and global demand. 
 Global UncertainƟes: A strong U.S. dollar and Ɵght global monetary policies may limit RBI’s 

flexibility in future policy acƟons. 

Way Forward: 
 Data-Driven Monetary Policy: RBI should consider real-Ɵme inflaƟon data before policy reviews to 

improve Ɵmeliness of decisions. 
 Structural Economic Reforms: Need for long-term fiscal discipline, agriculture supply-chain stability, 

and supply-side measures to control food inflaƟon. 
 Balanced Approach to Growth & InflaƟon: The government and RBI must conƟnuously evaluate the 

growth-inflaƟon trade-off to ensure sustainable economic recovery. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND THE CHALLENGE OF EQUITABLE EDUCATION 
 

 
 

Key Highlights (Facts, Figures, Schemes, Policies) 
 Smartphone PenetraƟon in Rural India 

 2018: 36% rural households had smartphones 
 2022: Increased to 74% 
 2024 (ASER report): Reached 84% 
 Ownership among children (14-16 years): Increased from 19% to 31% in one year 

 EducaƟon and Mothers' Literacy Levels 
 40% mothers of school-going children have less than Class 5 educaƟon 
 Another 40% have studied between Class 6-10 
 Remaining have completed Class 10 

 Technology and the Digital Divide 
 During COVID-19, smartphones were primarily used for digital textbooks, worksheets, and 

virtual training 
 AI advancements are creaƟng new possibiliƟes but also increasing hardware requirements 
 Digital skills acquired during the pandemic have persisted, but their usage has shiŌed 
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Challenges in Technology-Driven Education 
 Unequal access to devices in rural areas 
 Language barriers reducing but content accessibility sƟll an issue 
 Need for an integrated, community-based approach to learning 

Possible Technological Solutions 
 Village-based digital learning hubs 
 Broadcast-based learning models (e.g., Maharashtra’s village-level educaƟon programs) 
 AI-driven educaƟonal content in local languages 

Implications: 
 PosiƟve Aspects: 

 Increased smartphone penetraƟon has reduced the accessibility gap 
 AI-based language tools can overcome language barriers 
 Digital educaƟon can supplement tradiƟonal schooling  

 Challenges: 
 Lack of digital literacy among parents (especially mothers) 
 High cost of advanced technology like AI-driven tools 
 Need for localized curriculum adaptaƟon 
 Profit-driven tech innovaƟons limiƟng reach to underprivileged children 

Way Forward: 
 Government and Policy IntervenƟons 

 Expand iniƟaƟves like PM eVidya, DIKSHA, and NaƟonal Digital EducaƟon Architecture 
(NDEAR) 

 Subsidies for second smartphones in rural families 
 Digital literacy programs for mothers to help children’s educaƟon 

 Public-Private Partnerships 
 Encouraging philanthropic investments in open-access digital educaƟon 
 AI-powered educaƟon tools should be promoted as public goods 

 Localized, Inclusive Digital Learning Models 
 Establishing community digital learning hubs 
 Use of regional language AI assistants to aid educaƟon 
 Broadcast-based group learning models for collecƟve engagement 

 Bridging the Digital Divide 
 Affordable access to higher-order hardware for rural students 
 AI-driven personalized learning to accommodate different learning paces 

Mains Question 
Q.1  The integration of technology in education has the potential to bridge learning gaps but also poses 

new challenges in ensuring equitable access. Discuss the role of digital interventions in India’s 
education system and suggest measures to address the digital divide. (250 words) 
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Context 
 Since January 2024, an alarming number of Olive Ridley sea turtle carcasses have been found along 

the Chennai and ChengalpaƩu coasts in Tamil Nadu. 
 ConservaƟonists esƟmate that the number of deaths is three Ɵmes the usual count during the maƟng 

season, raising environmental concerns. 

 
Reasons for the Spike in Deaths 

1. DestrucƟve Fishing PracƟces 
 BoƩom trawling and illegal fishing in restricted zones are primary causes. 
 The Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing RegulaƟon Act, 1983 mandates that trawl boats should stay 

beyond 5 nauƟcal miles from shore, but violaƟons are rampant. 
 Turtles get entangled in gill nets and trawl nets, leading to drowning. 

2. Lack of Enforcement & AlternaƟve SoluƟons 
 The government has failed to provide alternaƟves to commercial fishing, forcing fishermen to 

break regulaƟons. 
 Though Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) are available, fishermen fear loss of catch and have 

received liƩle support in adopƟng them. 
3. Climate & Environmental Factors 

 The north-east monsoon of 2024 extended beyond normal, causing turbulent seas. 
 Strong currents (like the easterly ‘olini’ current) may have contributed to the unusual number 

of washed-up turtle carcasses. 
 PlasƟc polluƟon and increasing marine debris have worsened condiƟons. 

Implications of the Crisis 
1. Ecological Impact 

 DisrupƟon of the marine food chain: Olive Ridleys help maintain seagrass levels, oxygen release 
from the seabed, and jellyfish populaƟon control. 

 Decline in nesƟng populaƟon: Fewer nests mean fewer hatchlings, threatening future 
generaƟons of Olive Ridleys. 
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2. Economic Impact on Fisherfolk 
 TradiƟonal fishermen, who respect the turtles, are affected as stricter fishing laws could impact 

their livelihood. 
 Larger commercial trawlers violaƟng regulaƟons are under scruƟny. 

3. ConservaƟon & Legal AcƟons 
 Government Task Force FormaƟon: 

o Strengthening regulaƟons on trawl fishing and mandaƟng TEDs. 
o Increasing patrols by the Fisheries Department, Forest Department, Coast Guard, and 

Marine Police. 
 NaƟonal Green Tribunal (NGT) IntervenƟon: 

o CriƟcized the Tamil Nadu government for its failure to regulate trawlers. 
o Called for immediate acƟon to enforce conservaƟon laws. 

 Long-term Studies Planned: 
o Telemetry research and monitoring of turtle migraƟon paƩerns. 

Olive Ridley Turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) 
 About: 

 Carnivorous turtles named aŌer their olive-colored carapace. 
 Known for Arribada – a unique mass nesƟng phenomenon where thousands of females lay eggs 

on the same beach. 
 Habitat: 

 Found in warm waters of the Pacific, AtlanƟc, and Indian Oceans. 
 Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary (Odisha) – world’s largest rookery for Olive Ridleys. 

     
 ProtecƟon Status: 

 Wildlife ProtecƟon Act, 1972 – Schedule I 
 IUCN Red List – Vulnerable 
 CITES – Appendix I 

Conservation Initiatives: 
 OperaƟon Olivia – Conducted annually by the Indian Coast Guard to protect nesƟng sites & prevent 

illegal trawling.  
 Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) – Odisha mandates TEDs in trawlers to prevent accidental turtle 

deaths.  
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 Tagging – Non-corrosive metal tags help track movement paƩerns & protect key habitats. 
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Conclusion 
 The rising deaths of Olive Ridley turtles highlight the urgent need for stricter enforcement of fishing 

regulaƟons, eco-friendly fishing pracƟces, and increased conservaƟon efforts. 
 A balance between marine biodiversity conservaƟon and sustainable fishing pracƟces is crucial to 

protecƟng both Olive Ridleys and the livelihoods of coastal communiƟes. 

 
UPSC PYQ 2019 
Q.2  Consider the following statements: (2019) 

1. Some species of turtles are herbivores. 
2. Some species of fish are herbivores. 
3. Some species of marine mammals are herbivores. 
4. Some species of snakes are viviparous. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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TROPEX-25 EXERCISE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! — 
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