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GROWTH OVER INFLATION

Growth push: RBI1
cuts rate by 0.25% .

First repo rate cut since May 2020 may translate into cheaper home and E
car loans; follows Budget initiatives to boost consumption with I-T breaks

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

owering India’s in-
L terest rates for the
first time in the last

57 months, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) of
the Reserve Bank of India
on Friday unanimeusly cut
the repo rate by 25 basis
points (bps) to 6.25%, to
support fading growth in
the hope of inflation easing
o 4.4% in this quarter and

The chart shows
the repo rate

{in %) decided by
the Reserve Bank
of India’s Monetary
Policy Committee
between October 2019
and February 2025

A policy
pivot

4.2% through 2025-26.

The RBI's policy shift,
which may translate into
cheaper loans for homes,
cars and other purposes,
comes within a week of the
Union Budget for 2025-26

other banks, and one basis
point equals 0.01%. This is
the first repo rate cut since
the early days of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when
the RBI made a 40 bps cut
o 4% in May 2020 and

the MPC persisted with a

neutral monetary policy,
and stayed “unambiguous-
ly focussed on a durable
alignment of inflation with
the target, while support-
ing growth,” RBI Governor

that seeks to drive growth held it there for a couple of Sanjay Malhotra said.
by stimulating urban de- years. Since 2022, the repo
mand with income tax rate has been on the rise. CONTINUED ON
breaks worth ¥1 lakh crore. In view of the risks from » PAGE 10
The repo rate is the rate global uncertainties and GROWTH OVER INFLATION
at which the RBI lends to upside risks to inflation, » PAGE 8

NW—MWW__%

Pate ot uhf'el- Ral lemde weoey.

e 4o banke
ale

® baeoe? F
Gl —— (Fruend)

ExteP RB:[_ 4 InTenest.
oul of Larh -
E et .E = :[ﬂTl.ru‘T ™ bﬂ'm'-lﬁ cosdlive. —> &:‘nu
Comlelling indd™ S N
Cowh [1| 1~ ] Buﬂ ?"ﬂd‘d‘
Interest &4 J

s thepor , Mo berres bt s
Eﬂﬂ"‘“a -d-‘-l-r"‘) J
2 o d) Bhock-

S

Tt s i

Q 9560300770

HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

www.tathastuics.com [><] support@tathastuics.com

TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services



TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

Key Highlights

7

)

°n

Growth over inflation

The interest rate cut signals a shift

in the RBI's immediate priorities

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) pivoted on in-
terest rates, unanimously deciding to cut the
benchmark repo rate from 6.50% to 6.25%. This
move, while maintaining a neutral stance, marks
a significant departure from the previous bi-
monthly review, where the committee had opted
for the status quo with a 4:2 vote. At the time, the
MPC was contending with inflation at a 15-month
high of 6.2% in October and a sluggish second-
quarter GDP growth of 5.4%. Now, with inflation
moderating to 5.2% in December, still above the
RBI's 4% target, and growth projections for 2024-
25 slipping to a four-year low of 6.4%, the central
bank appears to be prioritising economic expan-
sion over inflation control. RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra, in his first policy review, highlighted
the challenges posed by global economic uncer-
tainties, including stalled disinflation, diminish-
ing prospects of rate cuts in the U.S., and a stron-
ger dollar pressuring emerging markets and their
currencies, including the rupee. These factors
have complicated policy trade-offs for India,
making the case for supporting growth even
stronger. The MPC justified its decision to look
past current inflationary concerns, citing expec-
tations that price pressures will ease further, with
inflation projected to average 4.2% in 2025-26
from 4.8% this year. This outlook hinges on as-

F or the first time in nearly five years, the

RBI’s Interest Rate Cut:

¢ The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) reduced the repo rate from 6.50% to 6.25%, marking

the first rate cut in nearly five years.

o This signals a shift in RBI’s immediate priority from inflation control to boosting economic

growth.

» Economic Indicators:

sumptions of a favourable food inflation trajecto-
ry, a normal monsoon, and a bumper harvest of
key vegetables such as tomato, onion, and pota-
to, which are, historically, major contributors to
price spikes. While inflation remains a concern,
the panel has signalled that weak economic
growth is more pressing, especially given the se-
cond-quarter slump and limited signs of recovery
since then. The RBI’s post-Budget policy stance
also suggests closer alignment with fiscal policy,
apparently heeding the government’s call for mo-
netary and fiscal measures to work in tandem
rather than at cross-purposes. Whether the Bud-
get’s stimulus measures, combined with the rate
cut, will revive consumption, attract private in-
vestment, and boost growth remains uncertain.

Interestingly, had the MPC met a week later, it
might have had additional justification for the
rate cut, given expectations that inflation in Janu-
ary could have cooled to around 4.5%. With a
new Governor at the helm and an upcoming ap-
pointment for the Deputy Governor overseeing
monetary policy, the RBI could consider adjust-
ing the MPC’s review schedule to incorporate the
latest inflation data. A slight shift in the timing of
its bi-monthly meetings could make monetary
policy more responsive and data-driven, enhanc-
ing the committee’s ability to justify its stance
with real-time economic indicators.

e Inflation Trends: (| Q/ﬁ\#am f\mws =6 —> 53
o October 2023: Inflation peaked at 6.2% (15-month high).
o December 2023: Inflation moderated to 5.2%, still above RBI’s target of 4%.

o Projected Inflation: Expected to average 4.2% in 2025-26, assuming normal monsoons
and stable food prices.
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e GDP Growth Trends:
o Q2 GDP Growth: Slowed to 5.4%.
o 2024-25 GDP Growth Forecast: Revised to 6.4% (lowest in four years).

Global Factors Influencing Policy:
+ U.S. Monetary Policy: Delay in rate cuts by the U.S. Fed is strengthening the dollar, pressuring

emerging markets and weakening the rupee.
++ Disinflation Trends: Global economic uncertainties and supply chain disruptions are complicating
inflation control.

Fiscal-Monetary Policy Coordination:
+* RBI’s policy aligns with post-Budget stimulus measures, suggesting greater coordination with the

government.
< Government’s Approach: Balancing monetary easing with fiscal policies to stimulate growth.

Policy Recommendations & Data Responsiveness:
++ Timing of MPC Meetings: Suggestion to reschedule MPC’s bi-monthly meetings to align with real-

time inflation data for better decision-making.

7

«» Structural Inflation Control Measures: Dependence on normal monsoons & bumper harvests
highlights the need for structural reforms in agriculture to reduce food inflation volatility

Analysis & Way Forward
** Why the Rate Cut?
e The interest rate cut is aimed at stimulating investment and consumption, as weak GDP growth
is a bigger concern than elevated inflation.
o The government’s fiscal expansion (as seen in the Budget) and RBI’s monetary easing indicate
a synchronized policy approach.
+ Challenges & Risks:
e Inflation Risks: Inflation remains above target (5.2%), and any supply shocks (oil price hike,
crop failures) could derail projections.
e Investment & Consumption Uncertainty: A rate cut alone may not be enough to revive private
investment, which depends on business confidence and global demand.
o Global Uncertainties: A strong U.S. dollar and tight global monetary policies may limit RBI's
flexibility in future policy actions.

Way Forward:
s Data-Driven Monetary Policy: RBI should consider real-time inflation data before policy reviews to

3

improve timeliness of decisions.

s Structural Economic Reforms: Need for long-term fiscal discipline, agriculture supply-chain stability,
and supply-side measures to control food inflation.

++» Balanced Approach to Growth & Inflation: The government and RBI must continuously evaluate the
growth-inflation trade-off to ensure sustainable economic recovery.
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Technology and the challenge of equitable education

a time of education activities on a mass scale.

But results from the nationwide Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER) surveys of that
period indicated that while enrolment and
infrastructure indicators showed a rush to
schools, learning indicators pointed to no change.
At the same time, computers, mobile phones,
and digital technology were making waves, It was
a time of many possibilities and promises with
digital solutions and businesses, However, it was
when the COVID-19 pandemic struck that the
digital revolution hit the ground in rural India.
This is reflected very well in ASER data.

l n India, the 1990s and the early 2000s were

Smartphone use and rural households

In 2018, nearly 90% of rural households had
simple mobile phones and 36% had
smartphones. In 2022, the proportion of
households with smartphones had risen to over
74% and, according to ASER 2024, it has grown
further to 84% this year. While the percentage of
children who have access to a smartphone at
home is nearing saturation, the proportion of
children aged between 14 and 16 years who own a
smartphone has risen from 19% to about 31%
within a year.

It is not clear from the ASER data whether
mothers of young children have their own
phones. This ownership of smartphones is
important when it comes to use in supporting
young children’s learning and their own learning.

The main use of smartphones during the
pandemic period was that of a carrier of texts,
worksheets, and videos, which were a substitute
for textbooks. Virtual training sessions had
become common too. As the pandemic faded
away, the digital skills learned during the period
sustained, although some of the practices became
less important and a new excitement began to
build around artificial intelligence (AD.

The best promise of the digital revolution was,

Madhav Chavan

is a co-founder
of Pratham

India lacks a
road map in the
field of
education that
allows the
promise of
technology to
be harnessed
for those who
need it the most

to this writer, in the open and continuing
education domain for the underprivileged. The
need and the possibilities in India are
tremendous. For example, at this time, over 40%
mothers of schoolchildren are not schooled or
have completed school less than class five. Nearly
another 40% are schooled between class six and
class 10, and the remaining have completed class
10. Educating mothers so that they can help
children is an investment India should make to
accelerate and strengthen the education of
children,

Over the past 30 years, we have lived through
the computer, the Internet, and mobile
revolutions, and we are now looking at Al. With
every new wave of technology, there is new hope
and talk of revolutionising education. By the time
the technology becomes affordable, something
new and exciting for the privileged shows up on
the horizon, but technology has not delivered on
its promise where the education of the
underprivileged is concerned. One of the biggest
constraints is the availability of devices.

But, as ASER 2024 data show, availability of
individually owned smartphones is going to be
less and less of a constraint. Most rural
households already have a smartphone. Getting a
second phone may be easier for many families in
times to come.

No language barrier
Hardware, without a doubt, is becoming easily
available. Language used to be a major
impediment. It is not so any more. Writing or
dictation in local languages is now possible.
Translation from one language to another is easy.
All the tools needed for learning are accessible, if
you know what to access, where, and how. But
what if there was one place in a village - let us
call it school — where questions of what, where,
and how were answered by an intelligent device?
Access to schools is complete. But school

attendance is still a problem. In a village or a
community, some children go to a private school,
some to a government school, others to private
classes and some do not go to school at all. This is
somewhat of a chaotic situation at the level of the
village and also at the larger community level,
which reflects in the quality of learning in
schools.

During the pandemic, in many villages of
Maharashtra, a learning programme was
broadcast from a vantage point. It should be
possible to work out a curriculum and broadcast
schedule in villages so that group learning can be
organised. Organising new schools in this manner
should be possible, although, initially, there may
not be many takers.

Every civilisation has created its own schooling
system over the last 5,000 years. Teachers and
methods in one education system did not work in
another, the curriculum in one country was not a
good fit in another, That was because civilisations
were separated by time, space, culture, and
technology. The age of empires and colonialism
started integrating civilisations. Although
separated by national boundaries, countries
today are integrated by science and technology.
Education too is an integrating factor. But so is
profit. Every technological innovation, barring
those promoted by philanthropists as public
goods, has to look for a ‘for-profit market”. Where
profits cannot be made, innovations find limited
use.
The prediction that hardware and devices
would become inexpensive has come true but the
need for a higher order and bigger hardware is
growing with the innovations of AL Will
philanthropic investments be enough to help
universalise the innovations that could
revolutionise education? As a country, India
needs to come up with a road map that allows the
promise of technology to be harnessed for the
benefit of those who need it the most.

Key Highlights (Facts, Figures, Schemes, Policies)
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%+ Smartphone Penetration in Rural India

e 2018:36% rural households had smartphones
e 2022:Increased to 74%
e 2024 (ASER report): Reached 84%
e Ownership among children (14-16 years): Increased from 19% to 31% in one year

®
%

Education and Mothers' Literacy Levels

e 40% mothers of school-going children have less than Class 5 education
e Another 40% have studied between Class 6-10

e Remaining have completed Class 10

Technology and the Digital Divide

e During COVID-19, smartphones were primarily used for digital textbooks, worksheets, and

virtual training

e Al advancements are creating new possibilities but also increasing hardware requirements

e Digital skills acquired during the pandemic have persisted, but their usage has shifted
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Challenges in Technology-Driven Education

+* Unequal access to devices in rural areas
+»+ Language barriers reducing but content accessibility still an issue
*» Need for an integrated, community-based approach to learning

Possible Technological Solutions

%+ Village-based digital learning hubs
++» Broadcast-based learning models (e.g., Maharashtra’s village-level education programs)
o

Al-driven educational content in local languages

Implications:

+* Positive Aspects:
e Increased smartphone penetration has reduced the accessibility gap
e Al-based language tools can overcome language barriers
e Digital education can supplement traditional schooling
++ Challenges:
e lack of digital literacy among parents (especially mothers)
e High cost of advanced technology like Al-driven tools
e Need for localized curriculum adaptation
e Profit-driven tech innovations limiting reach to underprivileged children
Way Forward:
<+ Government and Policy Interventions
e Expand initiatives like PM eVidya, DIKSHA, and National Digital Education Architecture
(NDEAR)
e Subsidies for second smartphones in rural families
o Digital literacy programs for mothers to help children’s education
+* Public-Private Partnerships
e Encouraging philanthropic investments in open-access digital education
o Al-powered education tools should be promoted as public goods
++ Localized, Inclusive Digital Learning Models
e Establishing community digital learning hubs
e Use of regional language Al assistants to aid education
e Broadcast-based group learning models for collective engagement
+»+ Bridging the Digital Divide
o Affordable access to higher-order hardware for rural students
e Al-driven personalized learning to accommodate different learning paces

Mains Question

Q.1 The integration of technology in education has the potential to bridge learning gaps but also poses
new challenges in ensuring equitable access. Discuss the role of digital interventions in India’s
education system and suggest measures to address the digital divide. (250 words)
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A SURGE OF DEAD SEA TURTLES IN THE SAND

o Tl Pt Fvdest Diprartaninit By @ e Obieh Rl Byt o1t mis b adoee §

ST PAMALIAY

A surge of dead sea
turtles in the sand
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In the Chennai and Chengalpaten discrices, ins
ezl Aemg the 1076 kilometrelong coastling of
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Dive Bidley furtles, which Sl in warm

o LR, sl s e s tern Adknde, Pacihe,

and egans, had themschoss up on o in

dia's gadlern e ewery year by the ters of

Uyiaceaa el s Ly S i R v L e a5.arri
st farvival by sen iy Spambd). Wil Ocdeda a
s el sice for Clive Ridley tertles i India,
ehirisands of These small wild animals 2o come
sporadicilly b pest betroeer Desimber and April
along the Tamil Nadu coastlize, 3 lifeline ke mil
Baores wh degional on fshing for dhedr Bvclitcod
The bigdbverse and sou-sensitive Guifl of Mannar,
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OI A5 desd turtles cam be foomd, says Shravam
rishman, 2 volunteer with the Students S Tur-
Ehe Conservalion Netwaork (S5TCNL However, this
year, until January 31, comsenatbonists had
coundecd 1 30H dend sea turtles. more than three
rimes che nosrad fgere: The Tamil Madu Fores:
Depariment provided a more conservative esti-
miate {706 furthe) ungil January 235 The depare-
ment has refused 1o provicks nuembers snoe then.

Tormizios matters waorse, the nunsher of sea tur-
Al nesis adoig ihe shares has been imusually ke,
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badies " says Ginanaschar, whe has been working
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The WS | e stible in oo vears. Olfve Ridleys re
arelbo i | mam a key species in global conservation cforis
duuglersod | and areclssibed ulnerable: by the Imernation-
Car village, al Limion for Conservation of Sanune Red Lis
Thew cone Sea tartics pay a criscial role in the marine
sk o blaedy | S0usstin By feecling on cristacemns that live
iy cn the seabed. they belp nelease the oxypen tha

B there, ey maintain beadihy segrass
e vy ; IbRAING on seaETaRs And algas, TENy
children prowice sheler Sor commercally impartant fish
B SANKARI species wl comirel jelbish - populsinss chal
Benicarn st couhf othermdse hanm fish e

—_— b Farmil Madu, comservtionizes and Rsheriolk
ter wn Olive Rielley triles 35 “massts™ and even

~_ For fishermen such as A Palyam, G2,
!

sea nurEles have @ culoura)
canoe. “Our kuird e Chithe meothery s spoc
e boe ws,” e sy, T acklition s the cooatines
cudrursl significance, fisherfolk view sea narnthss
a5 & syinbaod off 3 hesdthy ecoepsten
Every woar, Olive Ridboys pore out
rowd ihe sheme, give birth, and then was i be
s i U v agadn. Referving o tis, B, San-
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deaths emenged, the Tamil Nadu governmest
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their catch. & Ashenman working oo a mechan-
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Fisheries Department to introduce tmprovesd
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Epundarion who dlso works with the Andhra Fra
desh Fogear tverr, sy i leaa 2002 tar-
s had died anmd Jamiary 2 in e S,

Diharni says ane of the primary theeats 1o sea
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ol fesi caur, sasch as gl nes. The Tadl Nada
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saws, “When tradd bosis of-
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U risk ol usrle entargdement and deatls”
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Acknowdedging the harmiil effects of raw-
lingg, K. Bhuasathi, pr\H‘Iu‘l of the South Indizn
Fishermen Welare Association, sns those wis
wiokate thoe Brw shoodd be penafised. However, the
gereernnmient las Gathed s provide asy vialde alter
otives b comureread R, he adds,

Afer s et of the high mamber of penhe
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, eepecilly trdi
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Shan lo(‘:bhop-oimso’ul that a specic focus on
rurtle conservation can sometioes e counter
prodnctive, beading 1 contlions betwesn seciors.
*Sea farile populations are increisng in TRy
parts of the world. inchidng on the g coast,
bt we need o make fishings renalaions efectlive
far the integrity of coassal ecosystens ecae
Esnttam erawling i a RN eree practior. Traw
g ends 1o tear up the s ficor, cousing dinsage
B the eniine babitar, not jist o e sy,
Kamar sys prosecring critical mrile habitis
abus benefit local Ashermen, “When we 5=
cure areas for narthes, iU not just good foe coeser
wranthons, b also suppors the vehoods af artsa
Bl Blermmen, wlio do ol g sentune deep
the sea.” he swvs

Fhis |s ot aneasy task, he adds, ~The Tamil
Madta Fowrest Deparvaent mmus) collabaosane oo
by with fishenmen, while the Fisheriss Depan
el nieects 10 Bike o mioee seTious agpinach o
undersmancing where and whar rype of fishing ts
[Eepiiy

ure on the marine lindastry & im
mense, with demands for both local comsoanp
o aied enprris. W peed b condact Tracking
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regions,” Kamar sk

Seheam calls for a wore anified appeoads i
el Klen tifyiogt ke Inariog o Congragation
areas i the sea This strategy b imvokve (e
Fisheries Department aswl local commmemithes:
e chosely, b says. Howrwer, the deparimen)
s Tinieed - resources and manpower, which
akes i o enforoe el o eflective
by Monifaring such vast ocean areas i also 1 o
st al o wlarliiation et wies il
men, LIHW“J'H ngroups, and e use of
wechi ks apps o erack furtle acth-
iy will e cruEl” he s,

Fishermen pednt cut that i addition to trae-
Bers, peill s, sl mess, the sea murthes e
Sgmibcars threats from the. plastic weste that
foods: the coean, “Why mant the government
Erild 3 structuse (o prevent plastics fom enter
ez the sea,” asks Gnanasckar.

Fatlargsin also Fabses cotcernd abaut the grow-
g mumber of hard stnactanes, such a5 groymies,
being berilt abong Tamil Nedu's sandy beaches,
which damage the nesting hatritats.

"Onver thee vears, we hive noticed that when
the tartles come to et they fird the sind pol
mriod and pEwn  withous nesting” sy

Sarving the rurthes is about safeguarding the fu-
cure of hath thesea and the people whe reby.on it
Sankari sys, *| remember my faiber offering
prayers i o seq nartte secidentsdly gor caught in
ks mee. He wouldn s go oot to sea Sor ada. 57 the
curthes ave in broubde. how will we survve™
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Context
+»+ Since January 2024, an alarming number of Olive Ridley sea turtle carcasses have been found along

the Chennai and Chengalpattu coasts in Tamil Nadu.
+»+ Conservationists estimate that the number of deaths is three times the usual count during the mating

season, raising environmental concerns.
C vodter lpvers) C lond. doelions).
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Reasons for the Spike in Deaths
1. Destructive Fishing Practices
o Bottom trawling and illegal fishing in restricted zones are primary causes.
o The Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1983 mandates that trawl boats should stay
beyond 5 nautical miles from shore, but violations are rampant.

o

o Turtles get entangled in gill nets and trawl nets, leading to drowning.
2. Lack of Enforcement & Alternative Solutions
o The government has failed to provide alternatives to commercial fishing, forcing fishermen to
break regulations.
o Though Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) are available, fishermen fear loss of catch and have
received little support in adopting them.
3. Climate & Environmental Factors
e The north-east monsoon of 2024 extended beyond normal, causing turbulent seas.
e Strong currents (like the easterly ‘olini’ current) may have contributed to the unusual number
of washed-up turtle carcasses.
e Plastic pollution and increasing marine debris have worsened conditions.

Implications of the Crisis

1. Ecological Impact
o Disruption of the marine food chain: Olive Ridleys help maintain seagrass levels, oxygen release
from the seabed, and jellyfish population control.
e Decline in nesting population: Fewer nests mean fewer hatchlings, threatening future
generations of Olive Ridleys.
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2. Economic Impact on Fisherfolk
e Traditional fishermen, who respect the turtles, are affected as stricter fishing laws could impact
their livelihood.
e Larger commercial trawlers violating regulations are under scrutiny.
3. Conservation & Legal Actions
e Government Task Force Formation:
o Strengthening regulations on trawl fishing and mandating TEDs.
o Increasing patrols by the Fisheries Department, Forest Department, Coast Guard, and
Marine Police.
o National Green Tribunal (NGT) Intervention:
o Criticized the Tamil Nadu government for its failure to regulate trawlers.
o Called for immediate action to enforce conservation laws.
e Long-term Studies Planned:
o Telemetry research and monitoring of turtle migration patterns.

Olive Ridley Turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea)

% About:
e Carnivorous turtles named after their olive-colored carapace.
o Known for Arribada — a unique mass nesting phenomenon where thousands of females lay eggs
on the same beach.
+* Habitat:
e Found in warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans.
e Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary (Odisha) — world’s largest rookery for Olive Ridleys.

e
Olive Ridley Turtles
b

% Protection Status:
e Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 — Schedule |
e |UCN Red List — Vulnerable
o CITES — Appendix |

Conservation Initiatives:

R/

+» Operation Olivia — Conducted annually by the Indian Coast Guard to protect nesting sites & prevent
illegal trawling.

R/

+» Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) — Odisha mandates TEDs in trawlers to prevent accidental turtle
deaths.
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SEA TURTLES IN INDIAN WATERS

Green Turtle Loggerhead Turtle Hawksbill Turtle
Chelonia mydas Caretta carelta Eretmochelys imbricata

Olive Ridley Turtle Leatherback Turtle
Lepidochelys olivacea Dermochelys carfacea
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Conclusion

+»+ The rising deaths of Olive Ridley turtles highlight the urgent need for stricter enforcement of fishing
regulations, eco-friendly fishing practices, and increased conservation efforts.

++ A balance between marine biodiversity conservation and sustainable fishing practices is crucial to
protecting both Olive Ridleys and the livelihoods of coastal communities.

UPSC PYQ 2019

Q.2 Consider the following statements: (2019)
1. Some species of turtles are herbivores.

2 Some species of fish are herbivores.
3. Some species of marine mammals are herbivores.
4 Some species of snakes are viviparous.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1land3only
b) 2,3 and4only
c) 2and4only
d 1,2,3and4
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TROPEX-25 EXERCISE

Nine submarines,

65 ships taking part
in TROPEX exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indian Navy’s biennial cap-
stone Theatre Level Opera-
tional Exercise (TROPEX)
is under way in the Indian
Ocean Region, in which
the combined fleet, com-
prising approximately 65
Indian Navy ships, nine
submarines, and over 80
aircraft, are being “put
through complex maritime
operational scenarios to
validate and refine the Na-
vy's Concept of
Operations”.

This is conducted bien-
nially with participation by
all operational units of the
Navy along with participa-
tion of Army, Air Force,
and Coast Guard assets.

“TROPEX-25 is aimed at
validating Indian Navy’s
core warfighting skills, and
ensuring a synchronised,
integrated response to pre-
serve and protect national
maritime security interests
in a contested maritime en-
vironment against conven-
tional, asymmetric as well
as hybrid threats,” the Na-
vy said in a statement.

— Keep Learning and Keep Revising! —
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