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HOW HAS THE BUDGET ALLOCATED FUNDS FOR URBAN DEVELOPMENT?

 
 

The Story So Far 

 In 2015, the NDA government prioriƟzed urban development, recognizing that ciƟes contribute 
nearly 67% of GDP. However, in the vision for a “Viksit Bharat,” urban issues seem overlooked. 

 What Was the AllocaƟon for Urban India? 

●  The total urban development outlay is ₹96,777 crore, up from last year’s ₹82,576.57 crore. 

●  AdjusƟng for inflaƟon, the real allocaƟon has declined. 

●  Revised EsƟmates (RE) show only ₹63,669.93 crore will be spent, indicaƟng 22.9% 
underuƟlizaƟon. 

●  PMAY (Urban) saw a major cut from ₹30,170.61 crore to ₹13,670 crore, highlighƟng gaps in 
policy implementaƟon. 

●  The focus remains on capital-intensive projects rather than employment and sustainable urban 
development. 
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How Has the Reduction Happened? 

 Urban transfers occur through three channels: 

1. Direct Transfers to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 

●  Octroi aboliƟon led to 21% revenue loss for ULBs. 

●  Despite this, ULB allocaƟons declined from ₹26,653 crore to ₹26,158 crore, increasing 
pressure on ciƟzens through higher taxes. 

2. Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 

●  Covers programs like PMAY, Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), AMRUT, Smart CiƟes Mission. 

●  PMAY (CSS component) cut by 30% compared to last year. 

●  SBM (Urban) outlay stagnant at ₹5,000 crore, but RE shows only ₹2,159 crore spent (56% 
shorƞall). 

3. Central Sector Schemes 

●  Focuses on Union government-led projects, especially metro rail expansion. 

 

What Next? 

 The Urban Challenge Fund of ₹10,000 crore has been launched. 

 An ambiƟous ₹1 lakh crore urban redevelopment plan relies on 50% private investment, an over-
opƟmisƟc target considering weak private sector parƟcipaƟon in the Smart CiƟes Mission. 

 The Budget’s capital-intensive approach overlooks employment, green jobs, and sustainable 
economic policies, risking increased urban dispariƟes. 
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PLAN TO AMEND NUCLEAR LIABILITY LAW MAY ENTHUSE AMERICAN, FRENCH FIRMS 

 
 

Amendments to Unlock Stalled Nuclear Projects 

 Ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visits to France and the U.S., the Indian government has 
announced amendments to the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act (CLNDA), 2010, and the Atomic 
Energy Act, 1962. 

 This move is expected to revive long-stalled projects with American and French nuclear power 
companies. However, experts have called for greater clarity on the amendments. 

 

Liability Concerns and Past Controversies 

 Western nuclear firms have long objected to our supplier liability clauses, which contradict the 
internaƟonal standard where only plant operators are liable. 

 These clauses were introduced in 2012 following poliƟcal debates, as the OpposiƟon (then NDA) 
insisted on holding suppliers accountable, ciƟng: 

●  1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy (Union Carbide disaster). 
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●  2011 Fukushima Nuclear Disaster (Japan). 

 Experts like Shyam Saran (former Foreign Secretary) argue that the 2012 amendment was poliƟcally 
driven and now needs careful revision in consultaƟon with internaƟonal partners to facilitate 
investment. 

 

Past Government Stand & Current Shift 

 In 2015, aŌer U.S. President Barack Obama’s visit, the Indian government stated that there was “no 
proposal to amend CLNDA” and that U.S. officials had agreed it was “compaƟble with CSC.” However, 
this did not lead to any major contracts. 

 Now, with new amendments planned, the government is looking to finally overcome legal hurdles 
and aƩract investment, ensuring nuclear energy plays a key role in India’s future energy strategy. 
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AS M.P. READIES NEW HOME FOR CHEETAHS, LOCALS SHARE WOES OF BEING 
NEIGHBOURS TO THE BIG CATS  

African cheetah translocation to India 

 
Cheetahs Return to Gandhi Sagar 

 Six to eight cheetahs from South Africa will be introduced to Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Madhya Pradesh, following their reintroducƟon to Kuno NaƟonal Park in 2022. 

 The sanctuary has been prepared with quaranƟne enclosures (QBs) designed for cheetahs’ comfort 
and security. 

Ensuring Safety and Adaptation 

 Electric fences and surveillance cameras ensure safety, and cheetahs will undergo a minimum one-
month quaranƟne before release into a larger 64 sq km enclosure. 

 Gandhi Sagar’s savanna-like habitat is ideal for cheetahs. 

 Local folklore and prehistoric rock painƟngs suggest that cheetahs once roamed this region. 

Impact on Local Communities 

 280 families from Karanpura village were relocated to facilitate the project. 

 Locals, primarily from the Gurjar, Banjara, and Bhil communiƟes, rely on dairy farming but struggle 
with restricted grazing areas and limited water access due to fencing. 

 Milk producƟon has reportedly declined as livestock face food and water shortages. 

 The project marks a significant step in wildlife conservaƟon, but addressing local livelihood concerns 
remains crucial. 
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INDIA’S OPPORTUNITY AT THE AI ACTION SUMMIT 

 
 India will co-chair the AI AcƟon Summit in Paris (Feb 10-11), focusing on AI safety, governance, 

innovaƟon, and public interest AI. 

 This offers India a plaƞorm to amplify the Global South’s voice in AI development and regulaƟon. 
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Key Priorities for India at the Summit 

 Advocate for equitable access to compuƟng resources, cloud plaƞorms, datasets, and foundaƟon 
models. Promote open-source AI models and ease cross-border AI technology transfers. 

 PrioriƟse AI use-cases relevant to healthcare, educaƟon, and agriculture in developing naƟons. 

 Highlight AI-related risks unique to the Global South, such as cultural erosion from Western-trained 
models. 

 Advocate for a repository of AI-related harms to inform future regulaƟons. 

 

India’s Opportunity Ahead 

 By leading these discussions, India can posiƟon itself as a bridge between AI superpowers and 
emerging economies. 

 A strong role in Paris could enhance India’s chances of hosƟng the next AI AcƟon Summit, ensuring 
conƟnued focus on the Global South’s AI needs. 
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