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THE PANCHAYATI RAJ MOVEMENT IS IN DISTRESS
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 The 75th-anniversary parliamentary discussion of the Indian ConsƟtuƟon overlooked a crucial 
governance aspect: the stagnaƟon of the panchayaƟ raj movement. 

 While the 73rd amendment in 1992 empowered local self-governance through decentralisaƟon, 
grassroots democracy faces systemic challenges today. 
 

Key issues include: 
1. limited administraƟve decentralisaƟon, 
2. reduced fiscal autonomy with more Ɵed grants, 
3. the diminishing role of panchayats in welfare delivery due to direct cash transfers (e.g., PM-KISAN), 

and 
4. the shiŌ in policy focus towards urban areas. 

 

To revive the panchayati raj system: 
1. India must promote local parƟcipaƟon, 
2. leverage technology for ciƟzen engagement, 
3. involve panchayats in water conservaƟon, renewable energy, and disaster management, and 
4. develop a renewed vision for rural governance to bridge the rural-urban divide. 
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TRANSACTIONAL TURN 

 

       
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to Washington, shortly aŌer U.S. President Donald 
Trump's swearing-in, focused heavily on trade and strategic cooperaƟon. 

Key outcomes included: 
1. the launch of 'Mission 500' (targeƟng $500 billion in bilateral trade by 2030), 
2. discussions on a free trade agreement, 
3. increased Indian purchases of U.S. energy and defence equipment, and 
4. the introducƟon of the COMPACT framework (Catalyzing OpportuniƟes for Military Partnership, 

Accelerated Commerce & Technology) for cross-sector collaboraƟon. 
5. The extradiƟon approval of 26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana was a notable announcement. 
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 While the visit projected strong Ɵes and conƟnuity in Indo-Pacific engagement and the Quad, it also 
highlighted a more transacƟonal shiŌ in relaƟons, emphasizing economic and defence deals. 

 Challenges like 
1. potenƟal counter-tariffs, 
2. immigraƟon issues, and 
3. reciprocal taxes remain unresolved. 

 Moving forward, India must asserƟvely safeguard its strategic and economic interests while 
navigaƟng the evolving dynamics of this partnership. 
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INTERPRETING THE RECENT BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN THAW 
 

 
 
Background: 
 The legacy of the 1971 liberaƟon war, when Bangladesh separated from Pakistan, has long 

influenced Dhaka-Islamabad relaƟons. 
 However, recent interacƟons suggest Bangladesh is rethinking its foreign policy, parƟcularly with 

Pakistan. 
 Since the fall of Sheikh Hasina's government in August 2024, Bangladesh's interim Chief Adviser 

Muhammad Yunus has met with Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif several Ɵmes, while there 
has been no engagement with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

Recent Developments: 
1. Military CooperaƟon: A high-level Pakistani military delegaƟon visited Rangpur, near India's 

Siliguri Corridor. Bangladesh's Army Deputy Chief, also visited Rawalpindi to meet with 
Pakistan's military leadership. 

2. AviaƟon and Naval Ties: Direct flights between Dhaka and Islamabad resumed. 
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 Bangladesh also parƟcipated in Pakistan’s Aman 2025 naval exercises, deploying a warship aŌer 
more than a decade. 

 
Challenges to Deeper Ties: 
 Historical Grievances: Many Bangladeshis sƟll view the 1971 war as central to their naƟonal idenƟty. 

Pakistan’s portrayal of the war as an "Indian conspiracy" rather than an expression of Bengali idenƟty 
hampers reconciliaƟon. 

 Economic and geographic factors limit the pracƟcal benefits of a closer relaƟonship with Pakistan, 
especially given India’s geographic presence between the two countries. 

 
Implications for India: 
 India sees these developments as part of Pakistan’s strategy to counter New Delhi’s influence in 

Bangladesh, especially aŌer Ms. Hasina’s departure. The situaƟon also unfolds alongside India’s 
increasing engagement with the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
 

India’s Strategic Response: 
1. Recognize Economic Ties: Bangladesh remains economically dependent on India, with bilateral trade 

heavily favoring Indian exports. 
2. Monitor Security Threats: India must be vigilant about possible military or extremist acƟviƟes in its 

northeastern states. 
3. Strengthen DiplomaƟc Engagement: Focusing on people-to-people connecƟons, cultural exchanges, 

border cooperaƟon, and developmental iniƟaƟves can reinforce India-Bangladesh Ɵes. 
4. Address SenƟments: Counter anƟ-India narraƟves within Bangladesh to sustain a friendly 

consƟtuency in the country. 
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INDIAN OCEAN REGION IS WITNESSING A SHARP CHURNING, SAYS JAISHANKAR 
 

 
 

 8th Indian Ocean Conference - Muscat by India FoundaƟon 

Background: 
 The Indian Ocean Conference was launched by the India FoundaƟon in 2016 in Singapore with 

parƟcipants from 30 countries. Over the past eight years, it has become a key forum for discussing 
regional issues and promoƟng cooperaƟon under the SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the 
Region) iniƟaƟve. 
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 The 8th Indian Ocean Conference held on February 16-17, 2025, in Muscat, Oman, in partnership 
with Oman’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This year's theme is "Voyages to New Horizons of MariƟme 
Partnership." 

 
Indian Ocean Concerns: 
 Addressing the Indian Ocean Conference (IOC), Mr. Jaishankar warned of significant geopoliƟcal 

changes in the region due to conflicts in West Asia and tensions in the Indo-Pacific. 
 He also highlighted India’s contribuƟons to regional stability, including a $4-billion aid package to 

Sri Lanka, vaccine donaƟons, and disaster relief efforts. He reiterated India’s commitment to 
supporƟng Sri Lanka's economic recovery. 

 Iranian Foreign Minister criƟcized the U.S. for its "maximum pressure" policy and the review of 
sancƟons waivers, parƟcularly concerning the Chabahar port project, which is crucial for India-Iran 
cooperaƟon. 

 S. Jaishankar met Bangladesh Foreign Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain in Muscat to ease tensions 
between the two countries. 

 Mr. Jaishankar engaged with foreign ministers from neighboring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, Sri 
Lanka, Maldives, Iran, MauriƟus, and Brunei. 

 The talks also emphasized the importance of BIMSTEC, with its next summit scheduled in Bangkok 
from April 2 to 4, which both Prime Minister Modi and Bangladesh Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus 
are expected to aƩend. 

 
PYQ’s 
Q.1  Which of the following statements about the Indian Ocean Conference is correct? 

1. It was launched by the India FoundaƟon in 2016 in Maldives. 
2. It focuses on promoƟng regional cooperaƟon under the SAGAR iniƟaƟve. 
3. The 8th Indian Ocean Conference is being held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 2025. 
4. The theme of the 2025 conference is "MariƟme CooperaƟon for Regional Stability". 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a)  1 and 2 only  
(b)  2 only 
(c)  1, 3, and 4 only  
(d)  2 and 4 only 

Answer: (b) 2 only 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect: It was launched in Singapore, not Maldives. 
 Statement 2 is correct: It promotes cooperaƟon under SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the 
 Region). 
 Statement 3 is incorrect: The 8th conference is in Muscat, Oman, not Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
 Statement 4 is incorrect: The theme is "Voyages to New Horizons of MariƟme Partnership", not 

"MariƟme CooperaƟon for Regional Stability". 
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Q.2  The term "Mission 500" recently seen in the news is related to: 
(a) A clean India project to clean 500 ciƟes in one year. 
(b) A target of achieving $500 billion in bilateral trade by 2030 by India and the United States. 
(c) A collaboraƟve space exploraƟon program between India and Russia. 
(d) An agreement between India and Japan to boost infrastructure development. 
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