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GYANESH KUMAR NAMED CEC AFTER PANEL MEETING

 
 

 ElecƟon Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has been appointed Chief ElecƟon Commissioner aŌer a 

meeƟng of a three-member commiƩee headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 While the Prime Minister heads the selecƟon panel, Home Minister Amit Shah and Leader of the 

OpposiƟon in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi are its members. 
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Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 

 ArƟcle 324 of the Indian ConsƟtuƟon provides for an ElecƟon Commission of India (ECI) consisƟng of 

the Chief ElecƟon Commissioner (CEC) and other ElecƟon Commissioners as the President may 

decide. 

 The President of India appoints the Chief ElecƟon Commissioner. 

 As per the Chief ElecƟon Commissioner and Other ElecƟon Commissioners (Appointment, 

CondiƟons of Service, and Term of Office) Act, 2023, the CEC is appointed by the President based on 

the recommendaƟon of a SelecƟon CommiƩee. 

 The SelecƟon CommiƩee comprises: 

○  The Prime Minister (Chairperson) 

○  The Leader of OpposiƟon in the Lok Sabha (or leader of the largest OpposiƟon party) 

○  A Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister 

 The CEC serves for a 6-year term or unƟl 65 years of age, whichever is earlier. 

 The CEC cannot be removed except through a process similar to the impeachment of a Supreme 

Court judge, ensuring independence from execuƟve interference. 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP CASE PUT OFF; CENTRE YET TO FILE A RESPONSE 

 
 The central government hasn’t responded for over four years regarding the Places of Worship Act, 

1991, which protects the religious status of places as they were on August 15, 1947. 

 Since October 2022, the Supreme Court has given the government mulƟple chances to respond, but 

it keeps asking for more Ɵme to file a detailed reply. 

 Chief JusƟce Sanjiv Khanna and his team are worried about the growing number of peƟƟons. They 

have now postponed the hearing to April 1, 2025. 

 The case raises big quesƟons about religious freedom, historical disputes, and whether the law 

follows the ConsƟtuƟon of India. 
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Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 

 The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 was enacted to maintain the religious character 

of places of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947. 

 The law prohibits converƟng any place of worship from one religion to another, with an excepƟon for 

the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, which was already sub judice at the Ɵme. 

 
The Ongoing Case: 

 PeƟƟons have been filed in the Supreme Court of India challenging the validity of the Act, arguing 

that it violates fundamental rights under ArƟcles 14 (Equality), 25 (Freedom of Religion), and 26 

(Religious Affairs). 

 Key Arguments by PeƟƟoners: 

●  The Act denies judicial review of historical religious disputes. 

●  It restricts Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from reclaiming sites that were allegedly 

converted in the past. 

 Opposing Views: 

●  Minority organizaƟons argue that the Act upholds secularism by prevenƟng communal discord 

and protecƟng religious harmony. 

 The case, last heard on February 26, 2024, has been adjourned to the week of April 1, 2025, with the 

court urging the government to file its response. 
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KERALA GOVT. PLANS TO GRANT INDUSTRY STATUS TO ITS TOURISM SECTOR 

 
 The Kerala government plans to give industry status to the tourism sector, which has been a long-

standing demand. 

 Tourism makes up 10% of Kerala's GDP and provides jobs to 5 lakh people directly and 20 lakh 

indirectly. 

 The sector has struggled since 2018 due to: 

●  Floods (2018, 2019) 

●  COVID-19 pandemic 

●  2024 Wayanad landslide (254 lives lost) 

 Foreign tourists decreased from 11.9 lakh in 2019 to 6.5 lakh in 2023, but domesƟc tourism has 

grown. 

 Expected Benefits: 

●  Industry status will aƩract more investments and provide benefits like lower power and water 

tariffs for hospitality businesses. 
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WHAT IS THE ARAVALI SAFARI PARK PROJECT? 

 
 

 Haryana’s Aravali Safari Park is proposed across 3,858 hectares in Gurugram and Nuh. 

 It aims to be the world’s largest safari park with features like animal cages, hotels, restaurants, 

parks, cable cars, and aquariums. 

 The forest department is now handling the project with an expert commiƩee overseeing it. 
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Why Is There Opposition? 

 Aravali Hills are ecologically crucial for: 

●  PrevenƟng desert spread from the Thar Desert. 

●  Recharging groundwater for water-scarce Gurugram and Nuh. 

●  SupporƟng rich biodiversity. 

 37 reƟred forest officers wrote to the PM, arguing that the project prioriƟzes tourism over 

conservaƟon. 

 Increased tourism could disturb aquifers and damage fragile ecosystems. 

 

Legal Protections for Aravali 

 The Punjab Land PreservaƟon Act (PLPA), 1900 restricts deforestaƟon. 

 24,000 hectares recently got Protected Forest status. 

 The 1996 T.N. Godavarman case protects natural forests. 

 The NCR Regional Plan 2021 designates Aravali as a Natural ConservaƟon Zone with construcƟon 

limits. 

 Experts suggest declaring Aravali a naƟonal park or sanctuary instead of building a safari park. 
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‘INDIA-BANGLADESH TIES SHOULD NOT BE REGIME-SPECIFIC’ 

 
 
Q. Current Status of Ties 

 India-Bangladesh Ɵes are improving aŌer iniƟal tension when Bangladesh’s interim government 

took over. 

 MeeƟng with Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to discuss key issues. 

Q. Violence Against Minorities 

 Bangladesh ensures equal rights for all communiƟes, including Hindus. 

 The government refutes claims of minority violence aŌer August 5, 2024, calling the reports baseless 

media frenzy. 

 A UN report also confirmed no government involvement. 

Q. Concerns Over Former PM Sheikh Hasina 

 Bangladesh requested India to send back former PM Hasina for trial. 

 If not extradited, Bangladesh wants India to restrict her public statements to avoid unrest. 

 Public anger remains due to her 15-year rule and alleged misdeeds. 
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Q. Extradition Process 

 Bangladesh has sent a diplomaƟc note and plans a formal extradiƟon request under the exisƟng 

treaty. 

 The court process is ongoing, but India’s legal system might cause delays. 

Q. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s House Incident 

 The mob aƩack was spontaneous and did not have government support. 

Q. Adani Power Agreement 

 Bangladesh is reviewing its power deal with the Adani Group. 

 There are concerns about high tariffs compared to other power agreements. 

 Both sides might revisit the terms if needed. 

Q. Upcoming Leadership Meeting 

 A PM Modi-Yunus meeƟng is likely at the BIMSTEC Summit in April. 

 Such meeƟngs are crucial for resolving issues quickly. 

 
Md. Touhid Hossain 

Adviser for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh 

 

 As a veteran of foreign policy, and the India-Bangladesh relaƟonship, parƟcularly the good Ɵes 

between them since 2009, do you think India and Bangladesh can return to that state in the 

relaƟonship? 
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 Well, why only look at the past 15 years? Even during the BNP’s Ɵme (1996-2001), the trade within 

the two countries increased exponenƟally. I don’t think the relaƟonship has to be 

 regime-specific. So I think whichever government, whichever party, is in power in our two capitals, 

that should not affect our relaƟons, because relaƟons are based on mutual interests and mutual 

respect. And I believe that both our sides realise what is in their interest, and we can have very good 

relaƟons with India. 
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