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GYANESH KUMAR NAMED CEC AFTER PANEL MEETING

Gyanesh Kumar named
CEC after panel meeting

Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi appointed Election Commissioner; Congress had sought

adjournment of meet of PM-led panel as top court is set to hear challenge to new law tomorrow

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

lecion = Commis-
E sioner Gyanesh Ku-

mar has been ap-
pointed Chief Election
Commissioner after a
meeting of a three-mem-
ber committee headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Mon-
day. He will assume office
on Wednesday, when the
Supreme Court will hear
the challenge to a new law
under which the selection
has been made.

The Law Ministry noti-
fied the appointment late
on Monday. Haryana Chief
Secretary Vivek Joshi has
been appointed an Elec-
tion Commissioner.

Mr. Kumar’s appoint-
ment came even as the
Congress asked the govern-
ment to “adjourn” the

New role: Gyanesh Kumar will assume office as CEC on Wednesday.
He was made Election Commissioner on March 14, 2024. FILE PHOTO

meeting of the panel till
Wednesday as the case is
before the court.

Mr. Gyanesh Kumar, a
1988-batch former Indian
Administrative Service of-
ficer belonging to the Kera-
la cadre, retired as Union
Cooperation Secretary on

January 31, 2024. On
March 14, 2024, he was ap-
pointed Election Commis-
sioner.

While the Prime Minis-
ter heads the selection pa-
nel, Home Minister Amit
Shah and Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi
members.

Congress sources said
Mr. Gandhi left the meet-
ing at the Prime Minister’s
official residence, after
submitting his objections
in writing. He was not pre-
sent when the names were
discussed.

are its

‘Partisan mechanism’

At a press conference after
the meeting, the Congress
said the new law under
which the committee had
been constituted created a
“partisan” and “non-neu-
tral” mechanism for the se-
lection of Election Com-
missioners. The party
asked the government to
seek an early hearing and
early disposal of the appli-
cation in the court.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has been appointed Chief Election Commissioner after a

meeting of a three-member committee headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

®
%

While the Prime Minister heads the selection panel, Home Minister Amit Shah and Leader of the

Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi are its members.
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Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

¢+ Article 324 of the Indian Constitution provides for an Election Commission of India (ECI) consisting of
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and other Election Commissioners as the President may

decide.

)

+» The President of India appoints the Chief Election Commissioner.

®
%

As per the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service, and Term of Office) Act, 2023, the CEC is appointed by the President based on

the recommendation of a Selection Committee.

®
%

The Selection Committee comprises:
o The Prime Minister (Chairperson)
o0 The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha (or leader of the largest Opposition party)

O A Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister

®
%

The CEC serves for a 6-year term or until 65 years of age, whichever is earlier.

®
L4

The CEC cannot be removed except through a process similar to the impeachment of a Supreme

Court judge, ensuring independence from executive interference.
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PLACES OF WORSHIP CASE PUT OFF; CENTRE YET TO FILE A RESPONSE

Places of Worship case put off;
Centre yet to file a response

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday saw the Centre
maintain a stoic silence by
not filing a counter-affida-
vit putting on record its
response to a challenge to
the validity of the Places of
Worship Act (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, a law that
protects the identity and
character of religious sites
as they were on Indepen-
dence Day, even as peti-
tioners and interveners
raised multifarious view-
points and legal questions
before the court.

The case has been pend-
ing for over four years.
Eight orders of the court
from October 2022 to De-
cember 2024, variously re-
cord the court either grant-
ing the government time to
file an affidavit or the go-
vernment promising the
court that it was preparing
a “comprehensive” one.

The case, which was
due to be heard on Mon-
day, was adjourned to the

CJI Sanjiv Khanna

week starting on April 1 by
a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna.

During the short hear-
ing on Monday, the court
complained about the
flood of petitions being
filed in the case. It dismis-
sed writ petitions in which
notice has still not been is-
sued by the court.

The court gave petition-
ers liberty to file applica-
tions. The Chief Justice said
the court would entertain
applications which raised
new legal grounds.

A galaxy of lawyers such

as senior advocates Kapil
Sibal, A.M. Singhvi, Dush-
yant Dave, P. Wilson, Raju
Ramachandran, and Vikas
Singh, advocates Kalees-
waram Raj, Ejaz Magbool,
and Nizam Pasha appeared
for the various parties and
interveners, which include
minority  organisations,
political parties and emi-
nent individuals. The
Centre is represented by
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta and advocate Kanu
Agrawal.

Mr. Raj said interven-
tions were bound to hap-
pen in a case involving a se-
minal constitutional
question. Mr. Singh, ap-
pearing for petitioner-ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, said the court
had issued notice in the in-
itial petitions as way back
as in 2021.

“Please direct the
Centre to file its counter-af-
fidavit at least in these peti-
tions,” he submitted.

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 10

The central government hasn’t responded for over four years regarding the Places of Worship Act,

1991, which protects the religious status of places as they were on August 15, 1947.

it keeps asking for more time to file a detailed reply.

have now postponed the hearing to April 1, 2025.

follows the Constitution of India.

Since October 2022, the Supreme Court has given the government multiple chances to respond, but

Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and his team are worried about the growing number of petitions. They

The case raises big questions about religious freedom, historical disputes, and whether the law

\
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Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991

+»+ The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 was enacted to maintain the religious character

of places of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.
+»+ The law prohibits converting any place of worship from one religion to another, with an exception for

the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, which was already sub judice at the time.

The Ongoing Case:

++ Petitions have been filed in the Supreme Court of India challenging the validity of the Act, arguing
that it violates fundamental rights under Articles 14 (Equality), 25 (Freedom of Religion), and 26
(Religious Affairs).
+ Key Arguments by Petitioners:
e The Act denies judicial review of historical religious disputes.
e It restricts Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from reclaiming sites that were allegedly
converted in the past.
++ Opposing Views:
e Minority organizations argue that the Act upholds secularism by preventing communal discord
and protecting religious harmony.
«»* The case, last heard on February 26, 2024, has been adjourned to the week of April 1, 2025, with the

court urging the government to file its response.
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KERALA GOVT. PLANS TO GRANT INDUSTRY STATUS TO ITS TOURISM SECTOR

®
%

To boost investment, Kerala
govt. plans to grant industry
status to its tourism sector

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government is
planning to grant “industry
status” to its tourism sector,
a long-pending demand of
the State’s tourism and hos-
pitality sector.

Granting industry status
will encourage more invest-
ment and development in
the sector, which contri-
butes around 10% of the
Gross Domestic Product of
the State. Though an an-
nouncement in this regard
was expected during the
Budget presentation, Fi-
nance Minister K.N. Balago-
pal mentioned such a plan
during the discussion on
the Budget in the Assembly.

The tourism sector in
Kerala, considered the
mainstay of the State’s eco-
nomy, by providing em-
ployment to 5 lakh people

Repeated natural calamities
brought Kerala's tourism sector
toits knees. K. K. MUSTAFAH

directly and 20 lakh people
indirectly, has been on a
downslide since 2018. Re-
peated natural calamities,
including two floods in
2018 and 2019, two waves
of COVID-19 outbreaks, and
the catastrophic landslide
in Wayanad in 2024, which
claimed 254 lives, have
brought the sector to its
knees.

Although a rejuvenation

package was announced af-
ter the pandemic, including
an infusion of more capital
and an aggressive cam-
paign to increase footfall,
foreign tourist arrivals are
yet to pick up momentum,
although domestic tourism
has witnessed a surge. The
foreign tourist arrivals have
slipped to 6.5 lakh in 2023
from 11.9 lakh in 2019.

E.M. Najeeb, senior vice-
president of the Indian As-
sociation of Tour Opera-
tors, told The Hindu that
the move to grant industry
status to the tourism sector
was welcome.

“We had met the Indus-
try and Tourism Ministers
ahead of the Budget, seek-
ing industry status. If it is
granted, projects in the
hospitality sector will get a
slew of benefits, including
power tariffs, water tariffs,”
Mr. Najeeb said.

The Kerala government plans to give industry status to the tourism sector, which has been a long-

standing demand.

®
%

Tourism makes up 10% of Kerala's GDP and provides jobs to 5 lakh people directly and 20 lakh

indirectly.

®
%

The sector has struggled since 2018 due to:
e Floods (2018, 2019)
e (COVID-19 pandemic
e 2024 Wayanad landslide (254 lives lost)
** Foreign tourists decreased from 11.9 lakh in 2019 to 6.5 lakh in 2023, but domestic tourism has
grown.
+» Expected Benefits:
e Industry status will attract more investments and provide benefits like lower power and water

tariffs for hospitality businesses.
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WHAT IS THE ARAVALI SAFARI PARK PROJECT?

park project?

Across how many villages is the proposed project going to be spread across? Why have several retired Indian

safari

Forest Service officers written a letter to the Prime Minister urging him to scrap the project?

Ashok Kumar

The story so far:
he Haryana government’s
ambitious 3,858 hectare Aravali
safari park project spread
across Gurugram and Nuh -
which was one of the poll promises of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party last year - is
envisaged to be the world’s largest safari
park. However, the project has faced stiff
opposition ever since it was first mooted.

What is the project?

As per the tender invited by the Haryana
Tourism Department, the proposed
Aravali safari park will have animal cages,
guest houses, hotels, restaurants,
auditoriums, an animal hospital,
childrens’ parks, botanical gardens,
aquariums, cable cars, a tunnel walk with
exhibits, an open-air theatre and eateries.
The project has now been transferred to

R/

the forest department and an expert
committee has been set up to oversee it.
Of the total 3,858 hectares proposed in
the tender, 2,574 will be spread across 1l
villages in Gurugram and the remaining
1,284 in Nuh, across its seven villages.

Why is there opposition?

The hills in the southern districts of
Gurugram and Nuh are a part of Aravali,
the oldest fold mountain range in the
world. It runs diagonally across Rajasthan
extending from Champaner in Gujarat in
the southwest to near Delhi in the
northeast for about 690 km. It is
ecologically significant as it combats
desertification by checking the spread of
the Thar Desert towards eastern
Rajasthan, and performs the role of an
aquifer with its highly fractured and
weathered quality rocks allowing water to
percolate and recharge the groundwater.
Itis also a rich habitat to a wide spectrum

of wildlife and plant species.

Agroup of 37 retired Indian Forest
Service officers have written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking to
scrap the project arguing that the
project’s aim s to simply increase tourist
footfall and not conserve the mountain
range. The “primary purpose of any
intervention in an eco-sensitive area
should be ‘conservation and restoration’
and not destruction”, the letter said. The
increased footfall, vehicular traffic and
construction will disturb aquifers under
the Aravali hills which are critical reserves
for the water-starved districts of
Gurugram and Nuh (the groundwater
level in the two districts has been
categorised as “over-exploited” by the
Central Ground Water Board).
Additionally, the location of the project
falls under the category of “forest”, which
is protected under the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980. Besides, Haryana

has very low forest cover of 3.6%, and
therefore, the State needs rewilding of
natural forests and not destructive safari
projects, the letter said.

What are the laws protecting Aravali?
0f the approximately 80,000 hectare
Aravali hill area in Haryana, a majority is
protected under various laws and by
orders of the Supreme Court and NGT.
“The most widespread protection to the
Aravalis comes from the Punjab Land
Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900. The
Special Sections 4 and 5 of the Act restrict
the breaking of land and hence
deforestation in hills for non-agricultural
use....Recently around 24,000 hectares
has been notified as Protected Forest
under the [ndian Forest Act, as a
proposed offset to forest land diversion in
the Nicobar islands.... Similarly, the T.N.
Godavarman Thirumulpad judgment
(1996) extends legal protection to forests
as per dictionary meaning - which should
cover the remaining Aravali areas that are
not notified as forest.... the Regional
Plan-2021 for the National Capital Region
also offers crucial protection, designating
the Aravalis and forest areas as ‘Natural
Conservation Zone’ and restricting the
maximum construction limit to 0.5%,”
said Gurugram-based forest analyst
Chetan Agarwal. Mr. Agarwal suggested
that instead of a safari park, the
government should declare a national
park or sanctuary in the Aravalis.

THE GIST

v

The proposed Aravali safari
park will have animal cages,
guest houses, hotels,
restaurants, auditoriums, an
animal hospital, children parks,
botanical gardens, aquariums,
cable cars, a tunnel walk with
exhibits, an open-air theatre
and eateries,

v

The hills in the southern
districts of Gurugram and Nuh
are a part of Aravali, the oldest
fold mountain range in the
world.

v

Agroup of 37 retired Indian
Forest Senvice officers have
written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
seeking to scrap the project
arguing that the project's aim
is to simply increase tourist
footfall and not conserve the
mountain range.

+» Haryana’s Aravali Safari Park is proposed across 3,858 hectares in Gurugram and Nuh.

It aims to be the world’s largest safari park with features like animal cages, hotels, restaurants,

parks, cable cars, and aquariums.

R/

% The forest department is now handling the project with an expert committee overseeing it.

HARYANA/
«— DELHI

RAJASTHAN

GUMRAT * INDIA

Q 9560300770 & www.tathastuics.com @support(@tathastuics.com

TATHASTU

A N gy e 13 HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
Institute Of Civil Services

OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

2 o)
‘\
>
)
)
iy Wl



TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

Why Is There Opposition?

7

«» Aravali Hills are ecologically crucial for:

e Preventing desert spread from the Thar Desert.

e Recharging groundwater for water-scarce Gurugram and Nuh.

e Supporting rich biodiversity.
+» 37 retired forest officers wrote to the PM, arguing that the project prioritizes tourism over
conservation.

** Increased tourism could disturb aquifers and damage fragile ecosystems.

Legal Protections for Aravali

+»+ The Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900 restricts deforestation.

«» 24,000 hectares recently got Protected Forest status.

% The 1996 T.N. Godavarman case protects natural forests.

+» The NCR Regional Plan 2021 designates Aravali as a Natural Conservation Zone with construction
limits.

% Experts suggest declaring Aravali a national park or sanctuary instead of building a safari park.
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‘INDIA-BANGLADESH TIES SHOULD NOT BE REGIME-SPECIFIC’

De regime-spec

C,

Bangladesh Foreign Affairs Adviser says India should place restrictions on former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to stop her from making public statements that may destabilise situation in his country;

Hindus and other minorities are equal citizens and the government is doing its job of protecting them, he adds; interim government may hold talks with Adani group on power projects, he says

P Compared to six months  about this issue, mostly compel themtodoit ina  act details but then there s likely if they both attend
INTERVIEW ago, definitely, we caninte-  based on falsehood. 1 hurry]. And we are also  has been comparison with ~ the BIMSTEC Summit.
ract with each other much ~ would invite you to go aware that she might also ~ other deals, and it was
Touhid Hossain  beter now. through the findings in the haverecourse totheIndian  seen that the power tariffs ~ As a veteran of foreign
UN report, which has been judicial system. It might have been unusually high.  policy, and the
One of the concerns published two days ago take time but what we India-Bangladesh
Suhasini Haidar India has repeatedly and says that [the interim want is that she does not  You have met our relationship,
MUSCAT made publicisoverthe  government was not in- make incendiary state- External Affairs particularly the good
violence against volved in the violence]. ments whilesheisinIndia. ~ Minister twicenowbut  ties between them since
ndia-Bangladesh ties  minorities, particularly Prime Minister Modi 2009, do you think
l should not be “re-  the Hindu community On the subject of former £ 0On the Adani Power and Chief Adviser Indiaand Bangladesh
gime-specific”, Ban-  inBangladesh. Do you PM Sheikh Hasina, what & agreement, recent Professor Yunus have canreturn to that state
gladesh Foreign Affairs Ad-  think that your exactlyare youhoping  #E reports suggest the not yet met. Do you in the relationship?
viser Touhid Hossain said ~ government has been India will do? Bangladesh government  expect a meet between
on Monday. After holding ~ able to control this? And destabilise the situationin- ~ We have an extradition s negotiating for a them at the BIMSTEC Well, why only look at the
talks with External Affairs ~ does India agree? There are cases against side Bangladesh. treaty, and we have given  restoration of power Summit in April? past 15 years? Even during
Minister S. Jaishankar at [Ms. Hasinal, and we have back many of the accused ~ supply from the group. the BNP’s time (1996-
the eighth Indian Ocean The Hindus or other mi- asked for India to send Evenso,how doyou to India to face trial, and I~ Could you confirmthat  Sofar, thetwoleadershave 2001, the trade within the
Conference here, he said nority communities that [Ms. Hasina] back to usto  justify that amob was think India can give her the Bangladesh not been at any venue on  two countries increased
Prime Minister Narendra live in Bangladesh are ex-  facetrial. AslongastheIn-  allowed to ransack back to face trial in governmentintendsto the same day, sothere was exponentially. I don’t think
Modi and Bangladesh Chief ~ actly equal citizens with ~ dian government doesn’t ~Sheikh Mujibur Bangladesh. continue with the no opportunity forthemto  the relationship has to be
Adviser Muhammad Yunus  the Muslim or the majority  do that, we would expect ~Rahman’s house, agreement with the meet. But I personally be-  regime-specific. So I think
might finally meet on the community. They are they can at least put some  allegedly over Ms. But for thatextradition ~ Adani Group for power  lieve that there is willing-  whichever ~government,
sidelines of the BIMSTEC ~ equal citizens with equal restrictions on her so that ~Hasina’s speech? treaty,youwouldhave  supply? ness from both sides to  whichever party, is in pow-
Business Summit in April  rights and equal rights to  she does not make incendi- to go through the trial meet and discuss things er in our two capitals, that
in Thailand. Excerpts: protection. And it is the ary and false statements A mob may do something  process. You would Wehavetogoby theagree-  freely and frankly. That should not affect our rela-
Bangladesh government’s ~ which instigate reactions but that does not have go-  have to have sufficient ment but if we feel that it~ helps. In our culture in the ~ tions, because elections
Tell us about your job, which it is doing, to  among the people because  vernment support. warrants for the MLAT ~ has not been done proper-  region, whenthe ‘topboss-  are based on mutual inter-
meeting with Mr. protect them, like protect-  the issues are still very, ve- (mutual legal Iy, we can always mutually ~ es’sit together, they canre-  ests and mutual respect.
Jaishankar amid ing any other citizen of the ~ ry raw. Your government has assistance), Whendoes  agree to look at it again.  solve an issue just in one  AndIbelieve that both our
tensions in India- country.  Unfortunately, ~ For 15 years, she wasin  thusfar sentonlyanote  Bangladesh hope to And in my opinion, we will ~ word, rather thanleavingit ~ sides realise what is in
Bangladesh ties. just after 5th of August [in  power, and people feel ve-  verbale, a diplomatic begin that process? look at it with the Adani to people like us to nego-  their interest, and we can
2024, when Sheikh Hasina 1y, very strongly angry note asking for Ms. Group and try to make it tiate for years. I think a  have very good relations
To be frank, ties were very  resigned), there has been  about her actions. Hasina’s return, Will Well, the processisalready  more rational. [ am not a  meeting between the two  with India.
tense [when the interim an almost unexplainable  Sothey wouldlike tosee  there be aformal on because the cases are technician, technical per-  would be a good thing to  (For full interview, visit
government took over]. frenzy in the Indian media  that she does not try to  extradition request? now in court. We cannot  son, solcannot gointoex- happen in that sense..and  newsth.live/Touhidint)

Q. Current Status of Ties
++ India-Bangladesh ties are improving after initial tension when Bangladesh’s interim government

took over.

D3

s Meeting with Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to discuss key issues.

Q. Violence Against Minorities
++ Bangladesh ensures equal rights for all communities, including Hindus.

+* The government refutes claims of minority violence after August 5, 2024, calling the reports baseless
media frenzy.

++ A UN report also confirmed no government involvement.

Q. Concerns Over Former PM Sheikh Hasina

++» Bangladesh requested India to send back former PM Hasina for trial.
+* If not extradited, Bangladesh wants India to restrict her public statements to avoid unrest.
+* Public anger remains due to her 15-year rule and alleged misdeeds.
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Q. Extradition Process

/7

+» Bangladesh has sent a diplomatic note and plans a formal extradition request under the existing

treaty.

+»+ The court process is ongoing, but India’s legal system might cause delays.

Q. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s House Incident

+*» The mob attack was spontaneous and did not have government support.

Q. Adani Power Agreement
++ Bangladesh is reviewing its power deal with the Adani Group.
+»* There are concerns about high tariffs compared to other power agreements.

/7

+» Both sides might revisit the terms if needed.

Q. Upcoming Leadership Meeting
¢ A PM Modi-Yunus meeting is likely at the BIMSTEC Summit in April.

¢ Such meetings are crucial for resolving issues quickly.

Md. Touhid Hossain

Adviser for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh

+* As a veteran of foreign policy, and the India-Bangladesh relationship, particularly the good ties

between them since 2009, do you think India and Bangladesh can return to that state in the

relationship?
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< Well, why only look at the past 15 years? Even during the BNP’s time (1996-2001), the trade within
the two countries increased exponentially. | don’t think the relationship has to be

++» regime-specific. So | think whichever government, whichever party, is in power in our two capitals,

that should not affect our relations, because relations are based on mutual interests and mutual

respect. And | believe that both our sides realise what is in their interest, and we can have very good

relations with India.
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