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S.NO. TOPIC 
 Mains Manthan 

1. Converting court case backlogs into treasure troves 
2. US visit viewed through industry business lens 
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4. Sexual equality must be a part of syllabus 
 Prelims Saarthi 
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6. Centre to put more critical mineral mines on auction 

CONVERTING COURT CASE BACKLOGS INTO TREASURE TROVES

 
 
Why in News? 

▪  Judicial Reforms, Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR), Access to Justice, Pendency of Cases 
 

Syllabus 
▪  GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity & Governance 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

Key Takeaways from the Article 

❑  Judicial Backlog Crisis: 
▪  Supreme Court has 82,000 pending cases, High 

Courts over 62 lakh, and lower courts close to 5 
crore. 

▪  50 lakh cases have been pending for over 10 
years. 

❑  Structural Issues: 
▪  Low Judge-to-Population Ratio: 21 judges per 

million people, among the lowest globally. 
▪  Adversarial System: Encourages multiple interim 

applications and appeals, delaying resolutions. 
❑  Infrastructural and Financial Deficiencies: 

▪  Limited resources hinder judicial efficiency. 

❑  Government as a Major Litigant: 
▪  The government is a party in nearly 50% of court cases, exacerbating pendency. 

❑  Role of Mediation in Reducing Backlogs: 
▪  Mediation, formalized in 2005, offers an alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanism. 
▪  Encourages voluntary settlements with a neutral mediator, reducing litigation burden. 
▪  Works well for civil, commercial, matrimonial, and property disputes. 

❑  Advantages of Mediation: 
▪  Quicker resolution: Most cases resolve in a few sessions. 
▪  Lower cost: Both for litigants and the judicial system. 
▪  Restoration of relationships: Unlike litigation, mediation fosters mutual agreement and 

goodwill. 
 
Way Forward 

▪  Implement a structured process to identify suitable cases for mediation. 
▪  Establish a Pre-Litigation Resolution Board to resolve disputes before reaching courts. 
▪  Improve the judge-to-population ratio through judicial appointments and ad-hoc judges. 
▪  Conduct awareness campaigns about mediation benefits among litigants and legal professionals. 
▪  Amend laws to disincentivize frivolous litigation and make ADR a mandatory first step before 

formal court proceedings. 
 

Mains Practice Questions 
 

Q.1  Judicial pendency is one of the biggest challenges to India’s justice system. Discuss how mediation can 
serve as a viable solution to the problem and suggest measures to institutionalize it. (250 words) 
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THE US VISIT, VIEWED THROUGH INDUSTRY’S BUSINESS LENS 
 

 
 
Why in News? 

▪  India-U.S. Relations, Bilateral Agreements, Strategic Partnerships 
 
Syllabus 

▪  GS Paper 2 – International Relations 
▪  GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy 

 
Key Takeaways from the Article 

❑  Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) and Economic Cooperation 
▪  Initiation of the first phase of a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) to reduce trade barriers and 

simplify regulations. 
▪  Target set for $500 billion bilateral trade by 2030, supported by easier cross-border trade 

procedures. 
▪  Focus on boosting industrial goods exports from the U.S. and labourintensive exports from 

India (e.g., textiles, IT, pharmaceuticals, agriculture). 
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❑  Technology and Innovation Collaboration 

▪  U.S.-India TRUST (Transforming the Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology) to deepen 
technological partnerships in defence, AI, semiconductors, quantum computing, energy, 
and space. 

▪  INDUS Innovation Initiative to accelerate R&D in emerging technologies. 
▪  U.S.-India AI Roadmap aims to boost AI startups, fintech, healthtech, and agritech, 

benefiting India and the Global South. 

❑  Defence and Security Partnership 
▪  A 10-year Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defense Partnership to enhance technology 

transfers, joint production, and industrial cooperation. 
▪  Agreements on co-production of defence equipment, boosting India’s indigenous 

manufacturing and skill development. 

❑  Energy Security and Climate Cooperation 
▪  Strengthening long-term energy collaboration, with U.S. firms assisting in hydrocarbon 

production and natural gas supply. 
▪  India’s 2025-26 Budget focuses on small modular nuclear reactors (SMRs), with U.S. 

companies aiding in their development. 
▪  Support for India’s net-zero targets through clean energy initiatives. 

❑  Infrastructure and Digital Economy Cooperation 
▪  India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) for joint railway, roadway, and 

industrial zone development. 
▪  Undersea cable project to strengthen India-U.S. digital connectivity, boosting India’s IT and 

services exports. 

❑  Higher Education and Workforce Mobility 
▪  Plans for U.S. universities to set up campuses in India, improving access to global education. 
▪  Measures to streamline legal mobility for Indian students and professionals. 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

 
 

Way Forward 
▪  Prioritize key sectors (IT, pharma, textiles, semiconductors) to facilitate trade growth. 
▪  Implement technology transfer mechanisms and offset policies to strengthen indigenous defence 

production. 
▪  Increase investment in clean energy and nuclear technology collaboration. 
▪  Expedite infrastructure development and trade connectivity. 
▪  Establish joint R&D centers and digital infrastructure to promote technology startups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TATHASTU IC
S



 

 

SOUTHERN DISCOMFORT 

 

       
 
Why in News? 

▪  State Opposition to UGC’s Draft Regulations 
 
Syllabus 

▪  GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity & Governance 
 
Key Takeaways from the Article 
 
Q.2  Explain the concept of delegated legislation and discuss its implications on the plenary legislative 

powers of states within a federal structure. 
 

❑  Delegated legislation refers to rules, regulations, by-laws, and orders made by executive 
authorities under a statute passed by the legislature. 

❑ Its purpose is to provide administrative efficiency and technical expertise in rulemaking, as 
Parliament and State legislatures cannot anticipate every detail. 
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❑  Types: 
▪  Statutory Instruments – Rules framed under a legislative Act. 
▪  By-laws – Regulations made by local or statutory bodies. 
▪  Executive Orders – Directions issued by the executive for implementation. 

❑  Impact of Delegated Legislation on States’ Plenary Laws 

❑  Encroachment on State Powers 
▪  The Union government issues rules and regulations that may conflict with State laws, 

violating the federal structure. 
▪  Example: Farm Laws (2020), which were enacted under an Entry in the Concurrent List, 

overriding States’ existing agricultural policies. 

❑  Undermining Federalism 
▪  Article 245 & 246 of the Constitution define the legislative competence of the Union and 

States. 
▪  Delegated legislation by the Centre sometimes bypasses State laws, weakening State 

autonomy in policy implementation. 

❑  Lack of Parliamentary Scrutiny 
▪  Delegated legislation is not debated in Parliament the way primary legislation is. 
▪  States are often not consulted, even when regulations affect areas under State jurisdiction. 

❑  Judicial Concerns 
▪  The Supreme Court has ruled in multiple cases that executive rulemaking cannot override 

plenary legislation by the States. 
▪  In State of Tamil Nadu vs. Union of India, the SC observed that delegated legislation cannot 

override the federal structure of the Constitution. 
 
Way Forward 

▪  Any delegated legislation affecting State subjects should be made after consultation with the 
concerned State governments. 

▪  Parliamentary and State legislative committees should review delegated legislation to check for 
conflicts with State laws. 

▪  The Supreme Court and High Courts should have a structured mechanism to assess and strike 
down rules that infringe upon State powers. 

▪  Delegated legislation must ensure speedy governance while maintaining constitutional principles 
of federalism. 

▪  A balanced approach—where both the Union and States cooperate in rule-making—is essential to 
maintain the spirit of cooperative federalism. 
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CONCEPT OF SEXUAL EQUALITY MUST BE PART OF SYLLABUS: SC 
 

 
 

Why in News? 
▪  Gender Equality 
▪  SC Judgements 
▪  Moral Education + Gender Sensitization 

 
Syllabus 

▪  GS Paper 1 – Indian Society 
▪  GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice 
▪  GS Paper 4 – Ethics 
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Key Takeaways from the Article 
❑  Supreme Court’s Directive to the Centre 

▪  SC Bench led by Justice B.V. Nagarathna emphasized the need to include sexual equality, 
moral training, and etiquette in the school syllabus. 

▪  Called for early-stage education on how men should respectfully behave with women. 

❑  Gender Discrimination Begins at Home 
▪  Justice Nagarathna pointed out that discrimination starts with parents who focus on 

restraining daughters but not sons. 
▪  Stressed that the word ‘discrimination’ must be erased from social vocabulary. 

❑  Link Between Lack of Education and Rising Crimes Against Women 
▪  Advocate Aabad Ponda’s petition highlighted that the rise in crimes against women is due 

to a lack of basic education on gender equality. 
▪  Called for education at an early level to change societal attitudes. 

❑  Awareness Campaigns on Stringent Laws 
▪  Suggested advertising strict anti-rape laws in cinema halls and media for public awareness. 
▪  Stressed that punishment alone is not a solution—mindset change is needed. 

❑  Need for Social Reform 
▪  Justice Nagarathna noted that many still believe women do not belong to either their 

parents’ or in-laws’ home. 
▪  Called for awareness on women’s independence, dignity, and equality. 

 
Way Forward 

▪  Introduce structured moral and ethical education modules in schools. 
▪  Use mass media, cinema halls, and digital platforms to spread awareness on gender equality and 

strict laws against sexual crimes. 
▪  Conduct gender sensitization workshops for parents and educators to promote equality at home 

and school. 
▪  Engage NGOs, civil society, and religious institutions in spreading awareness on women's rights 

and dignity. 
▪  Ensure stringent enforcement of laws while focusing on preventive measures and education. 
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PRELIMS SAARTHI 
 
Jhumoir Binandini 

▪  Jhumoir Dance – Assam 

 
 
Critical Minerals 

❑  India’s Critical Mineral Reserves (Estimated) 
▪  Lithium: 12.3 million tonnes 
▪  Nickel: 189-194 million tonnes 
▪  Cobalt: 45 million tonnes 
▪  Graphite: 211-244 million tonnes 
▪  Rare-earth elements: 230 million tonnes 

❑  Limited domestic resources of minerals 
▪  Cobalt, 
▪  Niobium, 
▪  Germanium, 
▪  Rhenium 

 
Prelims Practice Question 
 
Q.3   Jhumoir Dance is a traditional folk dance of which 

Indian state? 
(a)  Himachal Pradesh  (b)  Assam  
(c)  Punjab   (d)  Madhya Pradesh 
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