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THE RTI IS NOW THE 'RIGHT TO DENY INFORMATION
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Context 

 The RTI Act (2005) was a landmark law empowering ciƟzens with access to government informaƟon 
to ensure transparency and accountability. It was seen as a tool to curb corrupƟon and enhance 
parƟcipatory democracy. However, over the years, judicial rulings and legislaƟve amendments have 
weakened its effecƟveness. 

 

Challenges & Erosion 

 BureaucraƟc Control: Many InformaƟon Commissioners are reƟred bureaucrats, reluctant to enforce 
transparency. 

 Delays & Backlogs: Cases pile up, with some pending for over a year, undermining Ɵmely access. 
Judicial RestricƟons: 

○  CBSE vs Aditya Bandopadhyay (2011): Warned against "indiscriminate" RTI requests, reducing 
scope. 

○  Girish Ramchandra Deshpande (2012): Expanded the exempƟon on "personal informaƟon," 
restricƟng disclosures.  

 LegislaƟve Amendments: 

○  RTI Amendment (2019): Gave govt control over InformaƟon Commissioners’ tenure & salaries. 

○  Digital Personal Data ProtecƟon Act (2023): Further limits access under the guise of privacy. 

 

Impact & Consequences 

 Reduced Transparency: More denials, ciƟng privacy and naƟonal interest. 

 Weakened Public Oversight: CiƟzens struggle to hold officials accountable. 

 Erosion of Trust: Government secrecy increases public distrust. 

 PosiƟves & Way Forward 

o Civil society and media advocacy have helped resist complete diluƟon. 

o Courts have someƟmes reinforced RTI's importance. 

o Strengthen InformaƟon Commissions’ autonomy and ensure swiŌ case disposal. 

o Balance privacy vs transparency, ensuring public interest prevails. 

o CiƟzens must acƟvely defend RTI to safeguard democracy. 

 RTI remains a powerful tool—but only if ciƟzens fight to preserve it. 

 

SOLVE MCQ 

Q.1  With reference to the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, consider the following statements: 

1. The RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019 gave the government control over the tenure and salaries of 
Information Commissioners, affecting their independence. 

2. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 has expanded access to government-held personal 
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data, strengthening transparency. 

3. In Girish Ramchandra Deshpande (2012), the Supreme Court ruled that personal information can 
be exempted from RTI disclosures unless there is an overriding public interest. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 and 3 only  

(b)  2 and 3 only  

(c)  1 and 2 only  

(d)  1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019 gave the central government control over 
the tenure, salaries, and service condiƟons of the Chief InformaƟon Commissioner (CIC) and State 
InformaƟon 

 Commissioners (SICs). This undermined their independence, making them more vulnerable to 
government influence. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: The Digital Personal Data ProtecƟon Act (DPDPA), 2023, instead of 
expanding access, restricts certain types of government data from RTI disclosures, ciƟng privacy 
concerns. This has been seen as a diluƟon of RTI's effecƟveness. 

 Statement 3 is correct: In Girish Ramchandra Deshpande (2012), the Supreme Court ruled that 
personal informaƟon held by public authoriƟes can be denied under RTI unless there is an overriding 
public interest. This broadened the scope of SecƟon 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, which exempts personal 
informaƟon from disclosure. 
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FENCING OUT INTERFAITH RELATIONSHIPS IN THE NEW INDIA 

 
 

Context & Background 

 UCC (2025): Standardizes personal laws across religions, regulaƟng marriage, inheritance, and 
adopƟon. 

 AnƟ-Conversion Laws: Enforced in mulƟple states, requiring official approval for religious 
conversions. 

 

Key Provisions 

 Marriage & Live-in RelaƟonships: 

○  Mandatory marriage registraƟon within 6 months. 

○  Live-in relaƟonships require registraƟon, family noƟficaƟon, and approval from 
religious/community leaders. 

●  Ban on Polygamy, Halala & Iddat.  

●  Equal Inheritance Rights for sons and daughters. 
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Impact on Interfaith Relationships 

 Increased ScruƟny: More legal and bureaucraƟc hurdles. 

 Empowerment of Vigilantes: Public noƟces allow intervenƟon from right-wing groups. 

 PotenƟal Social SegregaƟon: Legal restricƟons could deepen religious divisions. 

 POSITIVES 

o Gender Equality: Equal rights in marriage and inheritance. 

o Legal Uniformity: Reduces complexiƟes in personal laws. 

 

Concerns & Way Forward 

 Threat to Individual Freedom: Limits personal choice in relaƟonships.Balance Needed: Laws should 
respect diversity while promoƟng jusƟce.Public Dialogue EssenƟal: Inclusive policymaking can 
prevent social fragmentaƟon. 

 

Conclusion 

 While UCC aims for uniformity and gender jusƟce, its intersecƟon with anƟ-conversion laws raises 
concerns about individual rights and social harmony. A more balanced, inclusive approach is crucial. 

 

SOLVE MCQ 

Q.2  With reference to the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and its impact on interfaith relationships in India, 
consider the following statements: 

1. The UCC (2025) seeks to standardize personal laws across all religions, covering areas such as 
marriage, inheritance, and adoption. 

2. Under the new provisions, live-in relationships must be registered and require approval from 
religious/community leaders. 

3. The anti-conversion laws in multiple states mandate official approval before any individual 
changes their religion. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only  

(b)  2 and 3 only  

(c)  1 and 3 only  

(d)  1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The UCC (2025) aims to standardize personal laws across different religions, 
parƟcularly in maƩers related to marriage, inheritance, and adopƟon. The objecƟve is to ensure 
gender jusƟce and legal uniformity, but concerns remain about religious freedom. 
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 Statement 2 is correct: As per the new provisions, live-in relaƟonships require registraƟon, and in 
some cases, family noƟficaƟon and approval from religious/community leaders. This introduces 
bureaucraƟc and social hurdles, potenƟally limiƟng personal freedom. 

 Statement 3 is correct: AnƟ-conversion laws enforced in mulƟple states require individuals to seek 
official approval before converƟng to another religion. The stated objecƟve is to prevent forced 
conversions, but criƟcs argue that these laws infringe on personal choice and religious freedom. 
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THE UGC'S MANDATE IS TO ELEVATE, NOT STRANGULATE 
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Context & Background 

 UGC mandates a uniform procedure for appoinƟng Vice Chancellors (VCs), requiring a search-cum-
selecƟon commiƩee with a UGC nominee. 

 States like Tamil Nadu and Kerala oppose it, ciƟng federalism concerns and loss of autonomy. 

 

Key Issues 

 Governor’s Role: UGC’s move strengthens Governors’ involvement, reducing states' say in 
appointments. 

 Expanded Eligibility: VCs no longer need to be academicians; professionals from industry and public 
service are now eligible. 

 

Positives 

 Diverse Leadership: New perspecƟves can enhance university management. 

 Standardized Process: Ensures uniform academic standards across insƟtuƟons. 

 

Concerns 

 Autonomy vs. CentralizaƟon: States see it as an overreach into their jurisdicƟon. 

 ImplementaƟon Challenges: Aligning state laws with UGC norms requires legislaƟve changes. 

 

Way Forward 

 Dialogue & Consensus: UGC and states must collaborate to balance standardizaƟon with autonomy. 

 Clearer Guidelines: Transparency in policy implementaƟon is needed. 

 

Conclusion 

 While UGC aims to elevate higher educaƟon standards, imposing rigid regulaƟons risks sƟfling state 
autonomy. A middle path ensuring both quality and decentralizaƟon is essenƟal. 
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SURVEILLANCE CAPITALISM: THE POWER TO CONTROL PERSONAL DATA 
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What is Surveillance Capitalism? 

 A system where companies collect, analyze, and sell personal data to predict and manipulate 
behavior, pioneered by tech giants like Google, Meta, and Amazon. 

 
 

Way Forward 

 Stronger Data Laws: Stricter privacy protecƟons. 

 Transparency: Users should know how data is used. 

 Public Awareness: EducaƟng people on digital rights. 

 

Conclusion 

 Surveillance capitalism threatens privacy and democracy. 

 Addressing it requires robust regulaƟons, ethical tech pracƟces, and informed users. 
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EMISSION INTENSITY TARGETS TO BE RELEASED BY MONTH-END 

 
Context 

 The Indian government will announce emission intensity targets for nine industrial sectors by 
February 2025. 

 Carbon credit trading is expected to start by October 2026. 
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Background 

 The BEE announced a carbon trading scheme in June 2023, followed by sector-specific compliance 
noƟficaƟons in March 2024. 

 India aims to reduce its emissions intensity by 45% from 2005 levels by 2030. 

 
SOLVE MCQ 

Q.3  With reference to India’s carbon market and emission intensity targets, consider the following 
statements: 

1. India aims to reduce its emission intensity by 45% from 2005 levels by the year 2030. 

2. The carbon credit trading scheme, introduced in 2023, will require industries to reduce absolute 
emissions rather than improve efficiency. 

3. Carbon credits can be generated through voluntary projects such as afforestation and sold in the 
market. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only  

(b)  1 and 3 only  

(c)  2 and 3 only  

(d)  1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: India has set a target to reduce its emission intensity by 45% from 2005 levels 
by 2030, in line with its NaƟonally Determined ContribuƟons (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: The carbon credit trading scheme requires industries to improve efficiency 
(e.g., reducing coal use per unit of steel producƟon) rather than cut absolute emissions. This flexibility 
allows industries to reduce their carbon footprint without hampering growth. 

 Statement 3 is correct: Voluntary carbon credits can be generated through projects like afforestaƟon, 
renewable energy projects, and methane capture, which companies can sell in the carbon market. 
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